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True stories of love and loss during WWII from a band of tough Northern women.
When war broke out, the young women of Sheffield had their carefree lives
turned upside down. With their sweethearts being sent away to fight, they had no
choice but to step into the men's shoes and became the backbone of the city's
steel industry. Through hard toil and companionship in the gruelling world of
factory work, they vowed to keep the foundry fires burning and ensured that
soldiers had the weapons, planes and ships needed to secure victory over Hitler.
Women of Steel is the last chance to hear these unsung heroines' voices, as they
share first-hand how a group of plucky young women rallied together to win the
war for Britain. When the men returned from the front in 1945, many of these
women tragically found themselves discarded 'like yesterday's fish and chip
wrappers'. But decades later, a grassroots campaign spearheaded by the elderly
Women of Steel finally brought their remarkable story to light.
They were young, they were old, they were mothers, sisters, wives, widows, and
neighbors. They were ladies of high social position, farmer's wives, and school
teachers. Shells and bullets flew through the very tents and hospitals in which
they worked. They worked with African-American soldiers, freed slaves, and
rebel soldiers. They not only gave up their time and exhausted themselves
serving others, many lost their lives to the same diseases that killed the soldiers
for whom they were caring. They even fought as soldiers. They were the Union
women of the American Civil War and their role in support of the cause was
vastly broader and more essential than most people realize. Here are the stories
of some of the prominent and the not-so-prominent. Clara Barton, Dorothea Dix,
and Emily Parsons are only three of the many women profiled in this work written
right after the Civil War. Without their leadership and tireless efforts, the outcome
of the war would have been very different. For less than you'd spend on gas
going to the library, this long out-of-print volume is available as an affordable,
well-formatted book for e-readers and smartphones. Be sure to LOOK INSIDE by
clicking the cover above or download a sample.
To discover how war can affect the status of women in industrial countries, Leila
Rupp examines mobilization propaganda directed at women in Nazi Germany
and the United States. Her book explores the relationship between ideology and
policy, challenging the idea that wars improve the status of women by bringing
them into new areas of activity. Using fresh sources for both Germany and the
United States, Professor Rupp considers the images of women before and during
the war, the role of propaganda in securing their support, and the ideal of
feminine behavior in each country. Her analysis shows that propaganda was
more intensive in the United States than in Germany, and that it figured in the
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success of American mobilization and the failure of the German campaign to
enlist women's participation. The most important function of propaganda,
however, consisted in adapting popular conceptions to economic need. The
author finds that public images of women can adjust to wartime priorities without
threatening traditional assumptions about social roles. The mode of adaptation,
she suggests, helps to explain the lack of change in women's status in postwar
society. Far-reaching in its implications for feminist studies, this book offers a
new and fruitful approach to the social, economic, and political history of
Germany and the United States. Originally published in 1978. The Princeton
Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
Describes how World War II affected the lives of American women, and
examines the challenges they faced in the military and as nurses, factory
workers, volunteer workers, and homemakers
A combination of the scholarship of historians, and work in ethnology, gender
study, geography, literature, religion, anthropology, and sociology.
This is the first book (in either English or French) to offer readers an overview of
women's experience of the Second World War and its immediate aftermath in
France. It examines objectively the part that women played in both collaboration
and resistance, synthesising much recent scholarship on the subject in French
and English, and drawing on the author's own extensive research (including oral
testimony) in Toulouse, Paris, and West Brittany. The findings are complex, and
the immensely varied testimony challenges easy generalisation. This will be
relevant for courses on French studies, French and European history and
Women's studies.
The Second World War is often seen as a period of emancipation, because of the
influx of women into paid work, and because the state took steps to relieve
women of domestic work. This study challenges such a picture. The state
approached the removal of women from the domestic sphere with extreme
caution, in spite of the desperate need for women’s labour in war work.
Women’s own preferences were frequently neglected or distorted in the search
for a compromise between production and patriarchy. However, the enduring
practices of paying women less and treating them as an inferior category of
workers led to growth in the numbers and proportions of women employed after
the war in many areas of work. Penny Summerfield concludes that the war
accelerated the segregation of women in 'inferior' sectors of work, and inflated
the expectation that working women would bear the double burden without a
redistribution of responsibility for the domestic sphere between men, women and
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the state. First published in 1984, this is an important book for students of history,
sociology and women’s studies at all levels.
Covering every genre of writing about World War I from the period 1914 to 1930,
this anthology collects letters, diary entries, reportage, and essays, as well as
polemical texts, novels and short stories by well-known women authors.
This volume contains accounts of the war work performed by women during WWI.
Women, War, and WorkThe Impact of World War I on Women Workers in the United
StatesCornell University PressGender at WorkThe Dynamics of Job Segregation by
Sex During World War IIUniversity of Illinois Press
"By analyzing the process of work in both the electrical and the automobile industries,
the supplies of male and female labor available to each, the varying degrees of laborintensive work, the proportion of labor costs to total costs, and the extent of male
resistance to female entry into the industry before, during, and after the war, Milkman
offers a historically grounded and detailed examination of the evolution, function, and
reproduction of job segregation by sex." -- Journal of American History "Analytic
sophistication is coupled with a powerfully rendered narrative: the reader strides briskly
along, enjoying one provocative insight after another while simultaneously absorbed by
the drama of the events." -- Women's Review of Books
In this unique encyclopedia, 120 leading scholars from around the world provide
comprehensive treatment of the role of women in war, from the first written history to
the present. This authoritative encyclopedia presents the work of leading scholars from
all over the world to give the first detailed coverage of the role of women in wars
throughout history. Histories of war are typically histories of men: great leaders and
heroic fighters. Yet the roles of women often receive only limited coverage. Except for
such notables as Joan of Arc, traditional histories give short shrift to women as leaders
and fighters. Similarly, the direct victimization--particularly sexual abuse as a weapon of
terror and domination--and cultural dislocations women suffer in war float as
background, without detailed coverage. This work represents a first, devoted in its
entirety to thorough examination of all aspects of women in war. For the first time,
readers have a single source for information on the scope of women's role in war, and
war's effects on them. Nearly 500 A-Z entries on women as combatants, spies,
auxiliaries, medics, supporters, opponents, and victims of war from antiquity to the
present and on all continents Contributions from 140 leading scholars from the
Americas, Asia, Australia, and Europe Sidebars containing original documents from
autobiographies, archives, and newspapers present firsthand coverage of women at
war Text enlivened by more than 70 photographs of women combatants, medical
personnel, peace activists, spies, and secret agents

A social historian reviews women's changing roles since the Civil War, discussing
the shifting norms regarding sex, jobs, and childrearing and society's dawning
realization of women's needs and capacities.
Excerpt from Women War Workers: Accounts Contributed by Representative
Workers of the Work Done by Women in the More Important Branches of War
Employment I Feel that praise of women's work in this war would perhaps come
more fittingly from one of the other sex. But no one who has been among women
workers, as I have, can fail to appreciate what they have done and are now doing
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in the common cause. They are not given to self-advertisement; the girl-worker in
a high-explosive factory who goes home every night with clothes stained yellow
has no need to tell any one what her share in the struggle is. Neither is any one
who has seen a bus-conductress at the end of a day's work likely to forget that
women do 'man's work.' I have talked to practically a whole street of women,
widowed or bereaved by a naval engagement, and met with nothing but high
courage; and of all parts played by women in this war surely none is harder than
this. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of
rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-theart technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated
in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
The First World War was fought on two fronts. In a military sense it was fought on
the battlefields throughout Europe, the Gallipoli peninsular and other such
theaters of war, but on the Home Front it was the arduous efforts of women that
kept the country running. Before the war women in the workplace were employed
in such jobs as domestic service, clerical work, shop assistants, teachers or as
barmaids. These jobs were nearly all undertaken by single women, as once they
were married their job swiftly became that a of a wife, mother and home maker.
The outbreak of the war changed all of that. Suddenly, women were catapulted
into a whole new sphere of work that had previously been the sole domain of
men. Women began to work in munitions factories, as nurses in military
hospitals, bus drivers, mechanics, taxi drivers, as well as running homes and
looking after children, all whilst worrying about their men folk who were away
fighting a war in some foreign clime, not knowing if they were ever going to see
them again. With the work came a wage, which provided women with financial
freedom for the first time, as well as an element of independence and social
integration, which they would have possibly never otherwise experienced.
Women were not paid the same wages as men for doing the same work, but
what they did earn was much more than they had ever earned before. This was
also a time of the suffrage movement, who wanted more out of life for women.
Accordingly, some of these women were reluctant to stop working, with some of
these being sacked so that returning soldiers could have their prewar jobs back.
Whilst, tens of thousands of women were left widowed, many with young children
to bring up. Despite all of this, one thing was for sure, for lots of women there
was no going back to how things had been before the war. There was only going
to be one way, and that was forward.
This title brings together twenty-five writings by women who share their rich and
varied World War II experiences, from serving in the military to working on the
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home front to preparing for the postwar world. By providing evidence of their
active and resourceful roles in the war effort as workers, wives, and mothers,
these women offer eloquent testimony that World War II was indeed everybody's
war. Litoff and Smith combine pieces by well-known writers, such as Margaret
Culkin Banning and Nancy Wilson Ross, with important-but largely forgottenpersonal accounts by ordinary women living in extraordinary times. This volume
is divided into the six sections listed below: Preparing for War In the Military At
'Far-Flung' Fronts On the Home Front War Jobs Preparing for the Postwar World
This book, first published in 1941, is concerned to relate the argument for Trade
Unionism to the needs of women who work, whether in their homes or outside
them. It is, in part, a historical analysis of the inter-war years, and it also
prefigures the changes to women's working conditions brought about by the two
World Wars. War necessitated the mass employment of women, and Trade
Union action had greatly improved the position of the woman war-worker of 1941
compared to a quarter century previously. This invaluable book examines that
Trade Union action.
"This book explains the ambiguities of wartime changes in the private and public
lives of New Zealand women. It considers women as mothers, wives and lovers,
as well as workers, using many examples from real lives. Deborah
Montgomerie's main argument is that despite the changes, the war was
essentially a conservative period, pointing out that understanding the continuities
in gender relations is as important as cataloguing female 'firsts'. Her book
stylishly challenges accepted wisdom and offers a clear, fresh view of a period
often viewed through the blurry lens of nostalgia and anecdote."--BOOK
JACKET.
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