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Who Was Thomas Jefferson
The Fourth of July is often called our country's
birthday. What important role did Thomas Jefferson
have in making this American holiday possible?
Young readers will find out as they read about his
writing of the Declaration of Independence, as well
as his early life, his ideas for shaping a new
government, and his two terms as president. They
will also make connections to their own lives as they
learn about the many ways Jefferson is remembered
and honored today.
Philosopher, diplomat, politician, inventor, writer,
architect, even gardener, from a historical
perspective Thomas Jefferson emerges as an
extraordinary individual. This is the first time an
editor has focused principally on his comments
regarding his time while serving as minister to
France from 1784 to 1789. He was clearly many
things to many people, but precisely because of
these multifaceted endeavors, he has become so
deeply entwined in the tapestry of America's grand
democratic experiment that the quest to picture him
clearly and objectively in his own life and times
remains arguably elusive.The most comprehensive
portrait of the American founding fathers can be
seen in their personal letters and journal entries.
Jefferson is certainly no exception, and those he
wrote during his service as American minister to
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France - through many of the most critical episodes
in both French and American history - are of singular
importance. The format of the letters has been
preserved whenever possible and, collectively, they
provide a unique glimpse into the character and
thought processes of Jefferson the diplomat.While
Thomas Jefferson is responsible for a voluminous
body of literature, this is the first time an editor has
focused principally on his correspondence while
serving as minister to France. The format of the
selected letters, as Jefferson wrote them, is
preserved whenever possible, and they are
presented for the interest of a general readership as
well as for students of military, diplomatic, or political
history.The addressees are identified, particularly
those who have been lost to history, and, where
indicated, explanatory notes are provided to assist
the reader in placing the correspondence in its
particular historical, political, or conceptual context.
Readers are encouraged to arrive at their own
conclusions as to the intention of a specific piece of
correspondence.After serving as a member Virginia
House of Burgesses, the Continental Congress, and
as governor of Virginia, in 1784, Thomas Jefferson
was again called into public service: to France, first
as trade commissioner and then as Benjamin
Franklin's successor as minister. To be sure, he
emerged as an excellent ambassador, for he had the
same capacity to combine symbolic and practical
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representation that made Franklin's stay in France
such an important episode in Franco-American
relations. In a court almost paralyzed by ceremony
and bored with excesses in dress and
ornamentation, Jefferson's republican asceticism, his
directness and apparent candor, lent him a
distinction and significance which no amount of
modishness could have gained for him.By design,
Dr. Woods has elected to approach Jefferson's time
in France from more of a documentary perspective,
an interesting journey, to say the least. For whether
he is writing to peers such as James Madison,
Patrick Henry, and George Washington; to French
associates such as the Marquis de Lafayette and
Hector St. John de Crevecoeur; or even to his more
social acquaintances such as Maria Cosway and
Abigail Adams, Jefferson writes with, at times,
surprising candor. And whether the subject might be
an impassioned argument against Federalism,
addressing the detail of international trade
agreements, or even commenting on botany and
agricultural issues, his words reflect remarkable
clarity, insight, and eloquence.As the text presents,
in their entirety, the original written correspondence
which succeeding generations of historians have
repeatedly cited as the basis for their interpretation
of events or conclusions of fact, Thomas Jefferson:
Diplomatic Correspondence, Paris, 1784-1789moves
a step further, emerging as both a comprehensive
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reference resource and a unique supplement to the
existing literature.
??????Thomas Jefferson Then and Now,
1743-1943A National SymposiumAutobiography of
Thomas JeffersonCourier Corporation
Recounts the life and accomplishments of Thomas
Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of
Independence and third president of the United
States.
Thomas Jefferson designed his own tombstone,
describing himself simply as "Author of the
Declaration of Independence and of the Virginia
Statute for Religious Freedom, and Father of the
University of Virginia." It is in this simple epitaph that
R.B. Bernstein finds the key to this enigmatic
Founder--not as a great political figure, but as leader
of "a revolution of ideas that would make the world
over again." In Thomas Jefferson, Bernstein offers
the definitive short biography of this revered
American--the first concise life in six decades.
Bernstein deftly synthesizes the massive scholarship
on his subject into a swift, insightful, evenhanded
account. Here are all of Jefferson's triumphs,
contradictions, and failings, from his luxurious (and
debt-burdened) life as a Virginia gentleman to his
passionate belief in democracy, from his tortured
defense of slavery to his relationship with Sally
Hemings. Jefferson was indeed multifaceted--an
architect, inventor, writer, diplomat, propagandist,
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planter, party leader--and Bernstein explores all
these roles even as he illuminates Jefferson's central
place in the American enlightenment, that "revolution
of ideas" that did so much to create the nation we
know today. Together with the less well-remembered
points in Jefferson's thinking--the nature of the
Union, his vision of who was entitled to citizenship,
his dread of debt (both personal and national)--they
form the heart of this lively biography. In this marvel
of compression and comprehension, we see
Jefferson more clearly than in the massive studies of
earlier generations. More important, we see, in
Jefferson's visionary ideas, the birth of the nation's
grand sense of purpose.
Collection of works relating to the lives, political
careers and characters of Thomas Jefferson and
Aaron Burr.
Medical writings include a 21 sheet essay on "female
trouble" and issues related to the uterus [undated,
folder 5].
Jefferson's own account of his journeys through the
countryside and wine regions of the continent in 1787
and 1788.
Writers often depict Thomas Jefferson as a narrowminded defender of states’ rights and Virginia’s
interests, despite his authorship of the Declaration of
Independence and vigorous defense of the young
republic’s sovereignty. Some historians claim he was
particularly hostile to the New England states, whose
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Federalist electorate he regarded as enemies of his
Democratic-Republican Party. This study of Jefferson's
lifelong relationship with New England reveals him to be
a consistent nationalist and friend of the region, from his
first visit to Boston in 1784 to his recruiting of
Massachusetts scholars to teach at the University of
Virginia. His nationalist point of view is most evident
where some historians claim to see it least: in his
opinions of the people and politics of New England. He
admired New Englanders' Revolutionary patriotism,
especially that of his friend John Adams, and considered
their direct democracy and town-meeting traditions a
model for the rest of the Union.
Thomas Jefferson is known as the writer of the
Declaration of Independence and a champion of
democracy, but there was much more to his life than just
his writing. From his early life in Virginia to his later
presidency and the Louisiana Purchase, the story of
Jefferson’s life is full of fun facts readers will love
learning. Whether exploring the details of his time in
France or in George Washington’s cabinet as the
Founding Fathers created the framework for America,
readers will get an in-depth look at Jefferson’s role in the
creation of their country in this exciting book.
Examines Jefferson's performance as president,
delineating the ideology and agrarian ideal underlying his
decisions and actions and evaluating his abilities as
policymaker, administrator, and diplomat
Explores the paradox of Colonial America's foremost
opponent of slavery being one of the largest slave
owners in Virginia, tracing the development of
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Jefferson's attitudes towards slavery throughout his
lifetime
This book, the first in decades to closely examine
Thomas Jefferson’s foreign policy, offers a compelling
reinterpretation of his attitudes and accomplishments as
a statesman during America’s early nationhood.
Beginning with Jefferson’s disastrous stint as wartime
governor of Virginia during the American Revolution, and
proceeding to his later experiences as a diplomat in
France, Secretary of State, and U.S. Vice President,
historian Francis Cogliano considers how these varied
assignments shaped Jefferson’s thinking about
international relations. The author then addresses
Jefferson’s two terms as President—his goals, the means
he employed to achieve them, and his final record as a
statesman. Cogliano documents the evolution of
Jefferson’s attitudes toward the use of force and the
disposition of state power. He argues that Jefferson,
although idealistic in the ends he sought to achieve, was
pragmatic in the means he employed. Contrary to
received wisdom, Jefferson was comfortable using
deadly force when he deemed it necessary and was
consistent in his foreign policy ends—prioritizing defense
of the American republic above all else. His failures as a
statesman were, more often than not, the result of
circumstances beyond his control, notably the weakness
of the fledgling American republic in a world of warring
empires.
Traces the life of the tall red-headed Virginian, from his
early education and involvement in the American
Revolution to his activities as the nation's third president
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and last years at Monticello.
An account of Jefferson's life highlighting his many
accomplishments as governor, architect, gardener, inventor,
and president.
None of the founding fathers seems more elusive than
Thomas Jefferson. A Virginian nationalist, a slave-holding
philosophe, an aristocratic democrat, a provincial
cosmopolitan, a pacific imperialist--the paradoxes loom as
meaningful and portentous as America itself. Indeed, they
represent the deep contradictions of his policies as well as
personality, laid bare here in a provocative study of
Jefferson's statecraft. Empire of Liberty takes a new look at
the public life, thought, and ambiguous legacy of one of
America's most revered statesmen, offering new insight into
the meaning of Jefferson in the American experience. Robert
Tucker and David Hendrickson vividly portray a complex man
driven by his passion for liberty and his longing for a vast
empire. They explore how Jefferson developed a new
approach to diplomacy in the course of his bitter debates with
Alexander Hamilton. This new diplomacy joined a policy of
territorial and commercial expansion with a dread of war and
a reliance on economic sanctions. It was with such an outlook
that Jefferson met the two great crises of his presidency: the
threat to American security posed by the French acquisition of
Louisiana and the restrictions on American commerce
prompted by the death struggle between Britain and France.
The policy produced paradoxical success in the Louisiana
crisis but led to complete failure in the form of the Embargo.
Taken to escape the alternatives of national humiliation and
war, the Embargo led first to humiliation and then, ultimately,
to war. The system of war that Jefferson had hoped after
hope to reform by the Embargo was not reformed. In the end,
Jefferson came close to embracing measures which called
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into question almost every principle of government he
professed to believe. Empire of Liberty examines Jefferson's
legacy for American foreign policy in the light of several
critical themes which continue to be highly significant today:
the struggle between isolationists and interventionists, the
historic ambivalence over the nation's role as a crusader for
liberty, and the relationship between democracy and peace.
Written by two distinguished scholars, this book provides
invaluable insight into the classic ideas of American
diplomacy.
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) was the third President of the
United States and the principal author of the Declaration of
Independence. Jefferson was one of the most influential
Founding Fathers, known for his promotion of the ideals of
republicanism and democracy in the United States.
"Thomas Jefferson stands falsely accused of several crimes,
among them infidelity and disbelief. Noted historian David
Barton now sets the record straight. Having borne the brunt of
a smear campaign that started more than two centuries ago,
the reputation and character of American president Thomas
Jefferson shows considerable tarnish, as lies and
misunderstandings have gathered on his legacy. Noted earlyAmerica historian David Barton scours out the truth. Jefferson
and Sally: Did he really have children by his slave, Sally
Hemings? Jefferson and Jesus: Did he really abandon the
faith of his family? Jefferson and the Bible: Did he really want
to rewrite the Scripture? Jefferson and the church: Did he
really advocate separation? Jefferson and slaves: What is the
truth about his slaveholding and his statements that all are
created equal? Jefferson and education: Did Jefferson really
found the first secular, irreligious university? All of these
questions deserve the cleansing light of truth. Barton has
gone through the historical records, combed the original
documents and letters, and examined the recent evidence,
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and his findings will upset the establishment. Barton shows
the true man, the real Thomas Jefferson. Most readers will
have the joy and surpriseof meeting him for the very first
time"-Thomas Jefferson read Latin and Greek authors throughout
his life and wrote movingly about his love of the ancient texts,
which he thought should be at the core of America's
curriculum. Yet at the same time, Jefferson warned his
countrymen not to look to the ancient world for modern
lessons and deplored many of the ways his peers used
classical authors to address contemporary questions. As a
result, the contribution of the ancient world to the thought of
America's most classically educated Founding Father
remains difficult to assess. This volume brings together
historians of political thought with classicists and historians of
art and culture to find new approaches to the difficult
questions raised by America's classical heritage. The essays
explore the classical contribution to different aspects of
Jefferson’s thought and taste, as well as examining the
significance of the ancient world to America in a broader
historical context. The diverse interests and methodologies of
the contributors suggest new ways of approaching one of the
most prominent and contested of the traditions that helped
create America's revolutionary republicanism.
Contributors:Gordon S. Wood, Brown University * Peter S.
Onuf, University of Virginia * Michael P. Zuckert, University of
Notre Dame * Caroline Winterer, Stanford University *
Richard Guy Wilson, University of Virginia * Maurie D.
McInnis, University of Virginia * Nicholas P. Cole, University
of Oxford * Peter Thompson, University of Oxford * Eran
Shalev, Haifa University * Paul A. Rahe, Hillsdale College *
Jennifer T. Roberts, City University of New York, Graduate
Center * Andrew Jackson O’Shaughnessy, University of
Virginia
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The first book to assert that the third American president had
an adulterous affair with his slave Sally Hemmings provides a
highly personal account of Jefferson's life and his struggle
with such issues as revolution, religion, power, race and love,
in a reissued paperback edition with a new introduction by the
author of The Hemingses of Monticello. Reissue.
Introduces the life and times of President Thomas Jefferson
and explains his place in American history.
Introduces the life and accomplishments of the third president
of the United States, with a focus on the different ways in
which he served his country.
In this unique biography of Thomas Jefferson, leading
journalist and social critic Christopher Hitchens offers a
startlingly new and provocative interpretation of our Founding
Father—a man conflicted by power who wrote the Declaration
of Independence and acted as ambassador to France yet
yearned for a quieter career in the Virginia legislature. A
masterly writer, Jefferson was an awkward public speaker. A
professed proponent of emancipation, he elided the issue of
slavery from the Declaration of Independence and continued
to own human property. A reluctant candidate, he left an
indelible presidential legacy. With intelligence, insight,
eloquence, and wit, Hitchens gives us an artful portrait of a
complex, formative figure and his turbulent era.
"In this lively and clearly written book, Kevin Gutzman makes
a compelling case for the broad range and radical ambitions
of Thomas Jefferson's commitment to human equality." - Alan
Taylor, Pulitzer Prize winning author of American Revolutions:
A Continental History, 1750-1804 Though remembered
chiefly as author of the Declaration of Independence and the
president under whom the Louisiana Purchase was effected,
Thomas Jefferson was a true revolutionary in the way he
thought about the size and reach of government, which
Americans who were full citizens and the role of education in
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the new country. In his new book, Kevin Gutzman gives
readers a new view of Jefferson—a revolutionary who effected
radical change in a growing country. Jefferson’s philosophy
about the size and power of the federal system almost
completely undergirded the Jeffersonian Republican Party.
His forceful advocacy of religious freedom was not far behind,
as were attempts to incorporate Native Americans into
American society. His establishment of the University of
Virginia might be one of the most important markers of the
man’s abilities and character. He was not without flaws.
While he argued for the assimilation of Native Americans into
society, he did not assume the same for Africans being held
in slavery while—at the same time—insisting that slavery
should cease to exist. Many still accuse Jefferson of
hypocrisy on the ground that he both held that “all men are
created equal” and held men as slaves. Jefferson’s true
character, though, is more complex than that as Kevin
Gutzman shows in his new book about Jefferson, a
revolutionary whose accomplishments went far beyond the
drafting of the Declaration of Independence.
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) was the third President of the
United States (1801-09), the principal author of the
Declaration of Independence (1776), and one of the most
influential Founding Fathers for his promotion of the ideals of
Republicanism in the United States. "The opinion universally
entertained of the extraordinary abilities of Thomas Jefferson,
and the signal evidence given by his country, of a profound
sense of his patriotic services, and of veneration for his
memory, have induced the Editor, who is both his Executor
and the Legatee of his Manuscript Papers, to believe that an
extensive publication from them would be particularly
acceptable to the American people."
???????18??60???19??20???????,???????????????????????
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Thomas Jefferson, A Free Mind is a collection of essays
about the talented third president. Thomas Jeffersons impact
on the United States and world was large when he was alive
over 200 years ago, but his impact today is even larger. As
we celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Lewis and Clark
expedition, Jeffersons contribution to America becomes more
evident. As America deals with terrorists in the 21st century
we are reminded that Thomas Jefferson was the first
president to confront with military force the Barbary pirate
terrorists in the early 1800s. The twenty two essays cover not
only the Corps of Discovery and the Barbary pirates, but
Jeffersons impacts on architecture, law, political thinking,
wine and the French revolution just to name a few. Thomas
Jefferson was interested in almost everything and this book of
essays traverses many of his life long pursuits. We are
enriched today because of Jeffersons stubborn persistence in
the belief of public education. Our university grounds are all
modeled after his stunningly beautiful campus concept for his
University of Virginia. Many of the rights we take for granted
today are rooted in Thomas Jeffersons early arguments as a
new lawyer for natural rights . The more we know of
Jefferson, the more the find his fingerprints on modern day
culture, style and life.
Detailed account of this man's remarkable life: as governor of
Virginia, years in Paris, as Washington's secretary of state,
life in retirement, and more. First draft of the Declaration of
Independence is included.
An accessible introduction to the life and work of Jefferson
aimed at students of American history and literature.
In The Mind of Thomas Jefferson, one of the foremost
historians of Jefferson and his time, Peter S. Onuf, offers a
collection of essays that seeks to historicize one of our
nation’s founding fathers. Challenging current attempts to
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appropriate Jefferson to serve all manner of contemporary
political agendas, Onuf argues that historians must look at
Jefferson’s language and life within the context of his own
place and time. In this effort to restore Jefferson to his own
world, Onuf reconnects that world to ours, providing a fresh
look at the distinction between private and public aspects of
his character that Jefferson himself took such pains to
cultivate. Breaking through Jefferson’s alleged opacity as a
person by collapsing the contemporary interpretive
frameworks often used to diagnose his psychological and
moral states, Onuf raises new questions about what was on
Jefferson’s mind as he looked toward an uncertain future.
Particularly striking is his argument that Jefferson’s character
as a moralist is nowhere more evident, ironically, than in his
engagement with the institution of slavery. At once
reinvigorating the tension between past and present and
offering a new way to view our connection to one of our
nation’s founders, The Mind of Thomas Jefferson helps
redefine both Jefferson and his time and American
nationhood.
In this classic work by one of America's most distinguished
historians, Daniel Boorstin enters into Thomas Jefferson's
world of ideas. By analysing writings of 'the Jeffersonian
Circle,' Boorstin explores concepts of God, nature, equality,
toleration, education and government in order to illuminate
their underlying world view. The Lost World of Thomas
Jefferson demonstrates why on the 250th anniversary of his
birth, this American leader's message has remained relevant
to our national crises and grand concerns. "The volume is too
subtle, too rich in ideas for anyone to do justice to it in brief
summary, too heavily documented and too carefully wrought
for anyone to dismiss its thesis. . . . It is a major contribution
not only to Jefferson studies but to American intellectual
history. . . . All who work in the history of ideas will find
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themselves in Mr. Boorstin's debt."—Richard Hofstadter, South
Atlantic Monthly
The most comprehensive one-volume selection of Jefferson
ever published. Contains the "Autobiography," "Notes on the
State of Virginia," public and private papers, including the
original and revised drafts of the Declaration of
Independence, addresses, and 287 letters. LIBRARY OF
AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization
founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by
publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s best
and most significant writing. The Library of America series
includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative
editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth
covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed
on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.
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