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Who Was Marco Polo
MY WAY travel journal helps you to keep a record of your travels YOUR WAY!
Record your special moments before, during and after your journey. Includes
emoticon stickers so you can let your emotions run wild, a pocket at the back to
keep mementos of your travels plus an elasticated placeholder. A travel journal
on your terms!
We all ?know? that Marco Polo went to China, served Ghengis Khan for many
years, and returned to Italy with the recipes for pasta and ice cream. But Frances
Wood, head of the Chinese Department at the British Library, argues that Marco
Polo not only never went to China, he probably never even made it past the
Black Sea, where his family conducted business as merchants.Marco Polo's
travels from Venice to the exotic and distant East, and his epic book describing
his extraordinary adventures, A Description of the World, ranks among the most
famous and influential books ever published. In this fascinating piece of historical
detection, marking the 700th anniversary of Polo's journey, Frances Wood
questions whether Marco Polo ever reached the country he so vividly described.
Why, in his romantic and seemingly detailed account, is there no mention of such
fundamentals of Chinese life as tea, foot-binding, or even the Great Wall? Did he
really bring back pasta and ice cream to Italy? And why, given China's extensive
and even obsessive record-keeping, is there no mention of Marco Polo anywhere
in the archives?Sure to spark controversy, Did Marco Polo Go to China? tries to
solve these and other inconsistencies by carefully examining the Polo family
history, Marco Polo's activities as a merchant, the preparation of his book, and
the imperial Chinese records. The result is a lucid and readable look at medieval
European and Chinese history, and the characters and events that shaped this
extraordinary and enduring myth.
Did Marco Polo reach China? This richly illustrated companion volume to the
public television film chronicles the remarkable two-year expedition of explorers
Denis Belliveau and Francis O'Donnell as they sought the answer to this
controversial 700-year-old question. With Polo's book, The Travels of Marco
Polo, as their guide, they journeyed over 25,000 miles becoming the first to
retrace his entire path by land and sea without resorting to helicopters or
airplanes. Surviving deadly skirmishes and capture in Afghanistan, they were the
first Westerners in a generation to cross its ancient forgotten passageway to
China, the Wakhan Corridor. Their camel caravan on the southern Silk Road
encountered the deadly singing sands of the Taklamakan and Gobi deserts. In
Sumatra, where Polo was stranded waiting for trade winds, they lived with the
Mentawai tribes, whose culture has remained unchanged since the Bronze Age.
They became among the first Americans granted visas to enter Iran, where Polo
fulfilled an important mission for Kublai Khan. Accompanied by 200 stunning full-
color photographs, the text provides a fascinating account of the lands and
peoples the two hardy adventurers encountered during their perilous journey.
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The authors' experiences are remarkably similar to descriptions from Polo's
account of his own travels and life. Laden with adventure, humor, diplomacy,
history, and art, this book is compelling proof that travel is the enemy of bigotry—a
truth that resonates from Marco Polo's time to our own.
A sparkling new translation of the most famous travel book ever written Marco
Polo’s voyages began in 1271 with a visit to China. Afterward, he served Kublai
Khan on numerous diplomatic missions in the Far East. His subsequent account
of his travels offers a fascinating glimpse of what he encountered abroad:
unfamiliar religions; new customs and societies; the spices and silks of the East;
the precious gems, exotic vegetation, and wild beasts of faraway lands. Evoking
a remote and long-vanished world with color and immediacy, Marco Polo’s book
revolutionized Western ideas about the then-unknown East and remains one of
the greatest travel accounts of all time. Nigel Cliff’s new translation, based on the
original medieval sources, is a fresh, authoritative rendering, with a lively
introduction and notes. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more
than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the
series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by
distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
Volume 1 of 2-volume set. One of the greatest books of all time — a vast treasury
of invaluable observations on the peoples and geography of the Near East and
Asia in the 13th century. Detailed descriptions of cities, customs, laws, crops,
animals, political systems, much more. 200 illustrations, 32 maps and site plans.
Marco Polo and his book may seem to have been well served by scholars, yet
the majority have been concerned to write about his travels in Asia, what he did
or did not see, and how useful he is as a source on the East. John Critchley's
subject, on the other hand, is the text of Polo's book itself and the political and
ideological context - the crusades, the Mongol missions, the French presence in
Italy - in which it was put together by its author(s), and read by its audience. The
homogeneity of the 'original' Franco-Italian text and the accepted relationship
between this text and the Latin recensions is tested by computer analysis. An
examination of vocabulary and other textual features draws out the different
attitudes and contributions of Polo himself and his various editors and translators.
Critchley's book will be of interest not only to those concerned with the history of
later medieval Europe but also to specialists in medieval Asia, who will find it
useful to know about the background and composition of so famous and
frequently cited a work. On pourrait penser que Marco Polo et son livre ont été
amplement débattus par les spécialistes en la matière, cependant la majorité a
surtout écrit Ã propos de ses voyages en Asie, ce qu'il avait ou n'avait pas vu et
sur son utilité en tant que source de références sur l'Orient. Le sujet traité par
John Critchley par contre, est le texte mÃame du livre de Polo, ainsi que le
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contexte politique et ideologique - les croisades, les missions mongoles, la
présence franÃ§aise en Italie - dans lequel il a été composé par son ou ses
auteurs et dans lequel ses lecteurs ont pu le lire. L'homogeneÃ ?té du texte
franco-italien d'origine et le rapport accepté entre celui-ci et les révisions latines
ont été analysés par ordinateur. Un examen du vocabulaire et d'autres
caractéristiques littéraires fait transparaÃ®tre les différences d'attitudes et de
contributions entre Polo
??????????????????Who was Marco Polo?Penguin Workshop
What begins as a relaxing vacation turns into a time-traveling adventure, where
Geronimo Stilton must travel to Khanbalik, or "The City of Khan" (modern day Beijing)
in 13th Century China where he encounters Kublai Khan and Marco Polo. This time,
Geronimo and friends must stop the Pirate Cats from corrupting Marco Polo's famous
book "The Travels of Marco Polo," and changing history forever!
First published in 1931. None of the manuscripts which have come down to us
represent the original form of Marco Polo's narrative, but it is clear that certain texts are
closer to the lost original than others. Entrusted with the task of preparing a new Italian
edition of Marco Polo, Benedetto discovered many unknown manuscripts. He carefully
edited the most famous of the manuscripts (the Geographic text) and collated it with the
other best known ones. · An invaluable index has been added to Aldo Ricci's of
Benedetto's text, which includes all the identifications made in the Geographic text and
also later editions by Marsden (1818), Pauthier (1865) and Yule (1871). · The difficulty
of following Polo on his many journeys has also been simplified by the process of
distinguishing between those places on his main route to China and his return journey
by sea to Persia and those places which he visited during his stay in China and those
he never visited at all.
In Marco Polo was in China Hans Ulrich Vogel undertakes a thorough study of Yuan
currencies, salts and revenues, by comparing Marco Polo manuscripts with Chinese
sources and thus offering new evidence for the Venetian’s stay in Khubilai Khan’s
empire.
The Book of Ser Marco Polo describes the thirteenth-century travels of Marco Polo
through Asia, Persia, China and Indonesia.
The thirteenth-century Italian merchant and explorer recounts his history-changing
journey along the Silk Road, his adventures in China in the court of Kublai Khan, and
his role as an emissary for the powerful Mongol emperor.
The biography of a remarkable man, who started his traveling adventures at the age of sixteen
and recorded the many marvels of this unique time and life.
The thirteenth-century Italian merchant and explorer recounts his adventures in China and tells
how he served as an emissary for Kublai Khan
In this engaging and authoritative book, historian John Larner provides a fresh view of the
enigmatic Marco Polo, who, despite a deliberate cultivation of impersonality, continues today to
engage the attention of readers. 17 illustrations, 12 in color.
This edition is presented complete and unabridged, with larger text for easier reading by
younger readers, and all the original illustrations and decorations. "I have attempted to
transform the somewhat dry and monotonous translation of this narrative into an entertaining
story, that may engage the attention and the interest of my young readers; for which it certainly
presents ample opportunities. If the task is properly done, no one can fail to follow Marco Polo
from his Venetian home, across the entire continent of Asia to the court of Kublai Khan, and in
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his various adventures and journeys while in the far-off Orient, without eager curiosity and ever-
deepening interest. The central figure of the story is heroic, for Marco Polo was in all things
manly, brave, persevering, intelligent, and chivalrous; and the scenes and incidents in which
he was the leading actor were in the highest degree thrilling and dramatic." -From the Preface
by the Author.
Fully Illustrated With Twenty Drawings In Pen & Ink By Adrian De Friston And Eleven
Photographs.
In September 1298, the rival Italian republics of Genoa and Venice fought a fierce sea battle at
Curzola off the rocky coast of southern Dalmatia. Against the odds the Venetians, led by
Admiral Andrea Dandolo, son of the Doge, were defeated. Among the thousands of Venetians
captives was one Marco Polo, gentleman, merchant of Venice, and sometime traveller to East
Asia. Incarcerated in a Ligurian fastness, he told his story to a fellow-prisoner, a writer of
romances named Rustichello of Pisa. The account of his travels that Marco Polo dictated to
Rustichello in captivity - Il Milione - would be exceptionally widely read and would stimulate
European interest in the East and its riches. Marco Polo: from Venice to Xanadu is Laurence
Bergreen's thrilling and masterly reconstruction of the life and wanderings of one the great
adventurers of world history. Between 1271 and 1275 Marco Polo accompanied his father
Niccolò and uncle Maffeo on a journey east from Acre into central Asia along the Silk Route,
eventually reaching China and the court of the Great Khan of the Mongol Empire, Kublai Khan.
Entering the service of the Khan, he travelled extensively in the Mongol Empire. The three
Venetians returned home by sea in 1292-5, calling at Sumatra and southern India before
reaching Persia, and making the last part of their journey to Venice overland. Three years later
came that fateful encounter with the Genoese fleet in the Adriatic...
????:?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
"I have read everything written on Marco Polo, and John Man's book is, by far,
my favorite work on the subject. It's not only an over-due and important historical
study, it's an entertaining ride every step of the way." — John Fusco, Creator of
the Netflix original series Marco Polo The true history behind the Netflix original
series Marco Polo, here is the remarkable story of the world's most famous
traveler, retracing his legendary journey from Venice to China, the moment East
first met West. In 1271, a young Italian merchant named Marco Polo embarked
on a groundbreaking expedition from Venice, through the Middle East and
Central Asia to China. His extraordinary reports of his experiences introduced
medieval Europe to an exotic new world of emperors and concubines, amazing
cities, huge armies, unusual spices and cuisine, and imperial riches. Marco Polo
also revealed the wonders of Xanadu, the summer capital of Mongol emperor
Kublai Khan. Almost 750 years later, acclaimed author John Man traveled in
Marco Polo's footsteps to Xanadu then on to Beijing and through modern China
in search of the history behind the legend. In this enthralling chronicle, Man
draws on his own journey, new archaeological findings, and deep archival study
to paint a vivid picture of Marco Polo and the great court of Kublai Khan.
The Far East comes alive in this activity book centered on Marco Polo’s journey
to China from Venice along the 13th-century Silk Road. Kids will join Marco as he
travels by caravan through vast deserts and over steep mountain ranges,
stopping in exotic cities and humble villages, until at last he arrives at the palace
of the Kublai Khan. Woven throughout the tale are 21 activities that highlight the
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diverse cultures Marco encountered along the way. Activities include making a
mythical map, creating a mosaic, fun with Feng Shui, making paper, and putting
on a wayang-kulit (shadow-puppet play). Just for fun, kids will learn a few words
of Turkish, Persian, Mongol, Hindi, and Chinese. A complete resource section
with magnificent museums and their Web sites invites kids to embark on their
own expedition of discovery.
A biography of the Italian explorer who became famous for his travels in Asia.
The amazing story of a Venetian trader who becomes an aide to the great Kublai
Khan comes to life in this retelling for students by Manuel Komroff. Follow along
as Marco Polo travels through deserts littered with bones, encounters animals
previously unknown to Europeans, and comes to serve in the court of one of the
greatest kingdoms ever known. Included is a gorgeous new map tracing his
journey, and 29 full page illustrations from an early edition written for adults. The
text in this edition is a reprint of the original Messner Biography, a series that was
created for students. "Well told and with engaging narratives, they unknowingly
flow nicely from story to fact. You will find a plethora of information packed
between these pages, not only about the title's subject, but the subject's time and
the world they lived in."
Recounts the life of the great explorer who traveled more than thirty thousand
miles by land and sea from Italy to China in the thirteenth century, and who was
instrumental in opening up the East to Europeans.
Trader Marco Polo was one of the first Europeans to travel to China, staying
away from his homeland in Italy for 24 years before returning. After he came
back to Italy, Marco wrote of his travels and adventures in East Asia in his book Il
Milione, sharing his tales with other Europeans. Polo changed the way
Europeans saw the world by opening their eyes to the wonderful culture and
people of China. Learn the story of one of the world's most famous explorers and
traders in Marco Polo: 13th-Century Italian Trader.
Marco Polo, the first European to travel to China and return to write about his
adventures, was born in Venice in 1254. Marco's father had left on a journey to
Asia before the boy was born. Marco did not see his father and uncle, Niccolo
and Maffeo Polo, until fifteen years later. In 1271 the three Polos left Venice and
headed for the court of Kublai Khan in eastern China. The journey took them
more than three years—they arrived in 1275. Marco Polo became a favorite of the
Great Khan, and was sent on important missions all over the Mongol Empire.
Marco and his father and uncle served Kublai Khan for 17 years. When they
returned to Venice in 1295, Marco became the captain of a merchant ship and
was captured and imprisoned in Genoa. While in prison he and another prisoner
who was a writer of romances wrote the story of Marco Polo's adventures.
Marco Polo’s famous book about his journey to China, written in 1298, continues
to be a subject of considerable controversy. One recent work on the subject
argues that Marco Polo never went to China at all, and other scholars have
pointed out apparent mistakes and important omissions in Marco’s writings,
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including his failure to mention the Great Wall, and his apparently erroneous
description of the course of the Yellow River. Haw re-examines Marco Polo’s
writings. The main arguments against his credibility have been negative,
concentrating on things that it is argued he should have seen and noted but did
not. The most serious of these supposed omissions are generally said to be his
failure to describe the Chinese writing system, tea, foot-binding and the Great
Wall of China. Yet Haw argues that what he does mention is impressive and
argues strongly for his veracity. This book clarifies Marco Polo’s itineraries in
China and proposes several new identifications of places mentioned. Relying
extensively on original Chinese sources and supplemented by Haw’s wide
knowledge of China, Marco Polo’s China presents a convincing argument and
concludes that his work is an accurate, important and useful source from an
extraordinary period of Chinese history.
Marco Polo Didn’t Go There is a collection of rollicking travel tales from a young
writer USA Today has called "Jack Kerouac for the Internet Age.” For the past
ten years, Rolf Potts has taken his keen postmodern travel sensibility into the far
fringes of five continents for such prestigious publications as National Geographic
Traveler, Salon.com, and The New York Times Magazine. This book documents
his boldest, funniest, and most revealing journeys--from getting stranded without
water in the Libyan desert, to crashing the set of a Leonardo DiCaprio movie in
Thailand, to learning the secrets of Tantric sex in a dubious Indian ashram.
Marco Polo Didn’t Go There is more than just an entertaining journey into
fascinating corners of the world. The book is a unique window into travel writing,
with each chapter containing a "commentary track”--endnotes that reveal the
ragged edges behind the experience and creation of each tale. Offbeat and
insightful, this book is an engrossing read for students of travel writing as well as
armchair wanderers.
Introduces young readers to the world traveler who wrote about his many
experiences while journeying from the medieval city of Venice to the fabled
kingdom of the great Kublai Khan.
This title introduces readers to Marco Polo, the great explorer who was the first
European to explore China. Polos life story is examined, from his early travels
with father Niccolo Polo and uncle Maffeo Polo to China to see Kublai Khan and
visit Xanadu, to his marriage to Donata Badoer, to his travels in China in the
Kublai Khans service. Polos book The Travels of Marc Polo is covered, as is its
influence on other explorers such as Christopher Columbus. Aligned to Common
Core Standards and correlated to state standards. ABDO & Daughters is an
imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.
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