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Washingtons Long War On Syria
This report studies the economic and social impact of the armed conflict in Syria. Bringing together conflict-driven lossof lives,
forced displacement, physical damages in capital, and overall economic collapse, it takes stock of theconsequences brought about
by one of the most brutal conflicts of our time.The analysis extends our understanding of the Syrian conflict by focusing on the
distinct roles played by physicaldestruction, casualties, and disruptions in economic organization in driving the economic and
social impact of theconflict. Although visual effects, such as physical destruction, are more often noticed, the "invisible" effects,
such asdisruptions in economic networks, increased rent seeking, and the erosion of social trust, play a greater role inexplaining
the collapse in economic activity. The persistence of economic effects also differs across various channels.The economic impact
of conflict-related casualties is much more persistent than that of other channels.As this report was written, the Syrian conflict was
ongoing in its sixth year. The report suggests that the longer theconflict lasts, the slower and more difficult the post-conflict
recovery will be.
When the Syrian regime used sarin and other chemical weapons against dissidents in August 2013, an estimated 1729 people
were killed including 400 children. President Barack Obama warned that the use of chemical weapons would constitute a "red
line”, but he refused to take military action. Trump's approach has been even more disengaged and lacking in clarity. Frontline
Syria highlights America's failure to prevent conflict escalation in Syria. Based on interviews with US officials involved in Syria
policy, as well as UN personnel, the book draws conclusions about America's role in world affairs and its potential to prevent
deadly conflict. It also highlights the role of front-line states in Syria and other countries who engaged in the Syrian conflict to
advance their national interests. Covering key turning points in the Syrian civil war, including the impact of recent decisions by the
Trump administration, Frontline Syria critically evaluates America's global power and provides a diplomatic and military history of
the conflict. Based on this analysis, the book offers policy recommendations and makes a case for America's future role
addressing peace and conflict.
A RICHARD & JUDY BOOK CLUB CHOICE 2020 A BBC RADIO 2 BOOK CLUB CHOICE 2019 WINNER OF THE ASPEN
WORDS LITERARY PRIZE THE READING AGENCY'S PICK FOR NATIONAL READING GROUP DAY OVER A MILLION
COPIES SOLD WORLDWIDE 'This is a novel of international significance. Courageous, provocative, haunting, it will open our
eyes' Heather Morris, author of The Tattooist of Auschwitz In the midst of war, he found love In the midst of darkness, he found
courage In the midst of tragedy, he found hope What will you find from his story? Nuri is a beekeeper; his wife, Afra, an artist. They
live a simple life, rich in family and friends, in the beautiful Syrian city of Aleppo - until the unthinkable happens. When all they care
for is destroyed by war, they are forced to escape. As Nuri and Afra travel through a broken world, they must confront not only the
pain of their own unspeakable loss, but dangers that would overwhelm the bravest of souls. Above all - and perhaps this is the
hardest thing they face - they must journey to find each other again. Moving, powerful, compassionate and beautifully written, The
Beekeeper of Aleppo is a testament to the triumph of the human spirit. Told with deceptive simplicity, it is the kind of book that
reminds us of the power of storytelling. Look out for Christy Lefteri's next novel, Songbirds, out summer 2021. ___ 'This book dips
below the deafening headlines, and tells a true story with subtlety and power' Esther Freud 'A beautiful novel, intelligent,
thoughtful; and relevant. I'm recommending this book to everyone I care about. So I'm recommending this book to you' Benjamin
Zephaniah 'Powerful, thought-provoking and beautifully crafted' Choice Magazine
Geopolitical Economy radically reinterprets the historical evolution of the world order, as a multi-polar world emerges from the dust
of the financial and economic crisis. Radhika Desai offers a radical critique of the theories of US hegemony, globalisation and
empire which dominate academic international political economy and international relations, revealing their ideological origins in
successive failed US attempts at world dominance through the dollar. Desai revitalizes revolutionary intellectual traditions which
combine class and national perspectives on 'the relations of producing nations'. At a time of global upheavals and profound shifts
in the distribution of world power, Geopolitical Economy forges a vivid and compelling account of the historical processes which
are shaping the contemporary international order.
Provides a rare glimpse into the machinations of one of the world's most baffling political systems, examining what has gone
wrong and how Washington should deal with this volatile Middle Eastern nation -- Publisher.
Patriots, Traitors and Empires is an account of modern Korean history, written from the point of view of those who fought to free
their country from the domination of foreign empires. It traces the history of Korea's struggle for freedom from opposition to
Japanese colonialism starting in 1905 to North Korea's current efforts to deter the threat of invasion by the United States or
anybody else by having nuclear weapons. Koreans have been fighting a civil war since 1932, when Kim Il Sung, founder of the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, along with other Korean patriots, launched a guerrilla war against Japanese colonial
domination. Other Koreans, traitors to the cause of Korea's freedom, including a future South Korean president, joined the side of
Japan's Empire, becoming officers in the Japanese army or enlisting in the hated colonial police force. From early in the 20th
century when Japan incorporated Korea into its burgeoning empire, Koreans have struggled against foreign domination, first by
Japan then by the United States. Patriots, Traitors and Empires, The Story of Korea's Struggle for Freedom is a much-needed
antidote to the jingoist clamor spewing from all quarters whenever Korea is discussed.
Washington's Long War on Syria
Award-winning journalist Delphine Minoui recounts the true story of a band of young rebels in a besieged Syrian town, who find
hope and connection making an underground library from the rubble of war Day in, day out, bombs fall on Daraya, a town outside
Damascus, the very spot where the Syrian Civil War began. In the midst of chaos and bloodshed, a group searching for survivors
stumbles on a cache of books. They collect the books, then look for more. In a week they have six thousand volumes. In a month,
fifteen thousand. A sanctuary is born: a library where the people of Daraya can explore beyond the blockade. Long a site of
peaceful resistance to the Assad regimes, Daraya was under siege for four years. No one entered or left, and international aid was
blocked. In 2015, French-Iranian journalist Delphine Minoui saw a post on Facebook about this secret library and tracked down
one of its founders, twenty-three-year-old Ahmad, an aspiring photojournalist himself. Over WhatsApp and Facebook, Minoui
learned about the young men who gathered in the library, exchanged ideas, learned English, and imagined how to shape the
future, even as bombs fell above. They devoured a marvelous range of books—from American self-help like The Seven Habits of
Highly Effective People to international bestsellers like The Alchemist, from Arabic poetry by Mahmoud Darwish to Shakespearean
plays to stories of war in other times and places, such as the siege of Sarajevo. They also shared photos and stories of their lives
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before and during the war, planned how to build a democracy, and began to sustain a community in shell-shocked soil. As these
everyday heroes struggle to hold their ground, they become as much an inspiration as the books they read. And in the course of
telling their stories, Delphine Minoui makes this far-off, complicated war immediate. In the vein of classic tales of the triumph of the
human spirit—like All the Beautiful Forevers, A Long Way Gone, and Reading Lolita in Tehran—The Book Collectors will inspire
readers and encourage them to imagine the wider world.
From a Pulitzer Prize-nominated journalist specializing in the Middle East, this groundbreaking account of the Syrian Civil War
reveals the never-before-published true story of a 21st-century humanitarian disaster. In spring 2011, Syrian President Bashar alAssad turned to his friend and army commander, Manaf Tlass, for advice about how to respond to Arab Spring-inspired protests.
Tlass pushed for conciliation but Assad decided to crush the uprising -- an act which would catapult the country into an eight-year
long war, killing almost half a million and fueling terrorism and a global refugee crisis. Assad or We Burn the Country examines
Syria's tragedy through the generational saga of the Assad and Tlass families, once deeply intertwined and now estranged in
Bashar's bloody quest to preserve his father's inheritance. By drawing on his own reporting experience in Damascus and exclusive
interviews with Tlass, Dagher takes readers within palace walls to reveal the family behind the destruction of a country and the
chaos of an entire region. Dagher shows how one of the world's most vicious police states came to be and explains how a regional
conflict extended globally, engulfing the Middle East and pitting the United States and Russia against one another. Timely,
propulsive, and expertly reported, Assad or We Burn the Country is the definitive account of this global crisis, going far beyond the
news story that has dominated headlines for years.
The people of the Mashreq have seen more than their share of deaths, economic losses, and instability over the past decade. As the decadelong conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic created new challenges and worsened the existing ones, economic activity declined, labor markets
deteriorated, and poverty increased. These trends would overwhelm even the most advanced economies in the world. The Fallout of War:
The Regional Consequences of the Conflict in Syria identifies the impact of the Syrian conflict on economic and social outcomes in Iraq,
Jordan, and Lebanon. It combines a large number of data sources, statistical approaches, and a suite of economic models to isolate the
specific impact of the Syrian conflict from that of global and regional factors, and it explicitly analyzes the mechanisms through which such an
impact is manifested. The analysis suggests that a persistent short-termism in policy making has so far propagated the shock emanating from
the Syrian conflict, which led to costly and ineffective service provision, lost economic opportunities, and underfunded programs. The report
advocates for a fundamental shift from the short-term mitigation policies to a medium-term regional strategy to address pertinent structural
problems. Moreover, as the countries in the Mashreq look toward recovery, a policy approach that takes into account the region’s
interconnectedness and seeks to build on it provides better prospects for the people. Such a regional approach that addresses crossboundary issues—including migration, trade, and infrastructure—will require local, regional, and international commitments.
This report examines Russia’s military and diplomatic campaign in Syria, the largest and most significant Russian out-of-area operation since
the end of the Cold War. Russia’s experience in Syria will shape its military thinking, influence promotion and personnel decisions, impact
research and development for its arms industry, and expand its influence in the Middle East and beyond for the foreseeable future. Yet
despite the importance of Russia’s involvement in Syria—especially as the United States competes with countries such as Russia and
China—there has been little systematic analysis of Russia’s campaign in Syria. This research aims to help fill the gap and provides some new
analysis and data. It conducts a broad assessment of the Russian campaign—including political objectives, diplomatic initiatives, and civilian
targeting—which places the military campaign in a wider context. In addition, it compiles a data set of Russia’s civilian targeting and analyzes
satellite imagery of Russian activity. Overall, this report concludes that Russia was relatively successful in achieving its main near-term
political and military objectives in Syria, including preventing the collapse of the Assad regime (an important regional partner) and thwarting a
possible U.S. attempt to overthrow Assad. Still, Russia used a systematic punishment campaign that involved attacks against civilian and
humanitarian infrastructure in an attempt to deny resources—including food, fuel, and medical aid—to the opposition while simultaneously
eroding the will of civilians to support opposition groups.
An unprecedented analysis of the crucial but underexplored roles the United States and other nations have played in shaping Syria’s
ongoing civil war “One of the best informed and non-partisan accounts of the Syrian tragedy yet published.”—Patrick Cockburn, Independent
Syria’s brutal, long-lasting civil war is widely viewed as a domestic contest that began in 2011 and only later drew foreign nations into the
fray. But in this book Christopher Phillips shows the crucial roles that were played by the United States, Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
and Qatar in Syria’s war right from the start. Phillips untangles the international influences on the tragic conflict and illuminates the West’s
strategy against ISIS, the decline of U.S. power in the region, and much more. Originally published in 2016, the book has been updated with
two new chapters.
The Six-Day War was an extraordinary human drama. It swept up a generation of Israelis and Arabs whose children still cannot live
peacefully in the world the war created. Today, Israel is the superpower of the region. It has nuclear weapons but has never been able to
digest the land it swallowed in 1967. However big its army, it will never be at peace or feel secure until the future of this land is settled. Thirtysix years after the end of the six days of fighting, after thousands more deaths and the failure of years of negotiation to try to reach a political
settlement, Israelis and Palestinians are fighting once again on the streets in the West Bank and Gaza. It is still a low-level conflict, but if
another full-blown Middle East war breaks out, its roots will lie in those six days in June 1967. Drawing on his experiences as the BBC's
former Middle East correspondent, and building on extensive original research and interviews with some of the key participants, Jeremy
Bowen uses his vast array of contacts to weave together a completely convincing and compelling account, hour by hour, of the 1967 war
between Israel and Egypt, Jordan and Syria. As insightful as the best modern history writing and as gripping as fiction, this is a major debut
by an author with superb media contacts.
When Europe's Great War engulfed the Ottoman Empire, Arab nationalists rose in revolt against their Turkish rulers and allied with the British
on the promise of an independent Arab state. In October 1918, the Arabs' military leader, Prince Faisal, victoriously entered Damascus and
proclaimed a constitutional government in an independent Greater Syria. Faisal won American support for self-determination at the Paris
Peace Conference, but other Entente powers plotted to protect their colonial interests. Under threat of European occupation, the Syrian-Arab
Congress declared independence on March 8, 1920 and crowned Faisal king of a 'civil representative monarchy.' Sheikh Rashid Rida, the
most prominent Islamic thinker of the day, became Congress president and supervised the drafting of a constitution that established the
world's first Arab democracy and guaranteed equal rights for all citizens, including non-Muslims. But France and Britain refused to recognize
the Damascus government and instead imposed a system of mandates on the pretext that Arabs were not yet ready for self-government. In
July 1920, the French invaded and crushed the Syrian state. The fragile coalition of secular modernizers and Islamic reformers that had
established democracy was destroyed, with profound consequences that reverberate still. Using previously untapped primary sources,
including contemporary newspaper accounts, reports of the Syrian-Arab Congress, and letters and diaries from participants, How the West
Stole Democracy from the Arabs is a groundbreaking account of an extraordinary, brief moment of unity and hope - and of its destruction.
LONG-LISTED FOR THE CARNEGIE MEDAL Reminiscent of the work of Nobel Prize winner Svetlana Alexievich, an astonishing collection
of intimate wartime testimonies and poetic fragments from a cross-section of Syrians whose lives have been transformed by revolution, war,
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and flight. Against the backdrop of the wave of demonstrations known as the Arab Spring, in 2011 hundreds of thousands of Syrians took to
the streets demanding freedom, democracy and human rights. The government’s ferocious response, and the refusal of the demonstrators to
back down, sparked a brutal civil war that over the past five years has escalated into the worst humanitarian catastrophe of our times. Yet
despite all the reporting, the video, and the wrenching photography, the stories of ordinary Syrians remain unheard, while the stories told
about them have been distorted by broad brush dread and political expediency. This fierce and poignant collection changes that. Based on
interviews with hundreds of displaced Syrians conducted over four years across the Middle East and Europe, We Crossed a Bridge and It
Trembled is a breathtaking mosaic of first-hand testimonials from the frontlines. Some of the testimonies are several pages long, eloquent
narratives that could stand alone as short stories; others are only a few sentences, poetic and aphoristic. Together, they cohere into an
unforgettable chronicle that is not only a testament to the power of storytelling but to the strength of those who face darkness with hope,
courage, and moral conviction.
A major theoretical statement by a distinguished political scholar explains why a policy of liberal hegemony is doomed to fail It is widely
believed in the West that the United States should spread liberal democracy across the world, foster an open international economy, and
build international institutions. The policy of remaking the world in America's image is supposed to protect human rights, promote peace, and
make the world safe for democracy. But this is not what has happened. Instead, the United States has become a highly militarized state
fighting wars that undermine peace, harm human rights, and threaten liberal values at home. In this major statement, the renowned
international-relations scholar John Mearsheimer argues that liberal hegemony--the foreign policy pursued by the United States since the
Cold War ended--is doomed to fail. It makes far more sense, he maintains, for Washington to adopt a more restrained foreign policy based on
a sound understanding of how nationalism and realism constrain great powers abroad. The Great Delusion is a lucid and compelling work of
the first importance for scholars, policymakers, and everyone interested in the future of American foreign policy.
Putin intervened in Syria in September 2015, with international critics predicting that Russia would overextend itself and Barack Obama
suggesting the country would find itself in a “quagmire” in Syria. Contrary to this, Anna Borshchevskaya argues that in fact Putin achieved
significant key domestic and foreign policy objectives without crippling costs, and is well-positioned to direct Syria's future and become a
leading power in the Middle East. This outcome has serious implications for Western foreign policy interests both in the Middle East and
beyond. This book places Russian intervention in Syria in this broader context, exploring Putin's overall approach to the Middle East –
historically Moscow has a special relationship with Damascus – and traces the political, diplomatic, military and domestic aspects of this
intervention. Borshchevskaya delves into the Russian military campaign, public opinion within Russia, as well as Russian diplomatic tactics at
the United Nations. Crucially, this book illustrates the impact of Western absence in Syria, particularly US absence, and what the role of the
West is, and could be, in the Middle East.
The ongoing conflict between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah is now in its fourth decade and shows no signs of ending.
Raphael D. Marcus examines this conflict since the formation of Hezbollah during Israel’s occupation of Lebanon in the early 1980s. He
critically evaluates events including Israel’s long counterguerrilla campaign throughout the 1990s, the Israeli withdrawal in 2000, the 2006
summer war, and concludes with an assessment of current tensions on the border between Israel and Lebanon related to the Syrian civil war.
Israel’s Long War with Hezbollah is both the first complete military history of this decades-long conflict and an analysis of military innovation
and adaptation. The book is based on unique fieldwork in Israel and Lebanon, extensive research into Hebrew and Arabic primary sources,
and dozens of interviews Marcus conducted with Israeli defense officials, high-ranking military officers of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF),
United Nations personnel, a Hezbollah official, and Western diplomats. As an expert on organizational learning, Marcus analyzes ongoing
processes of strategic and operational innovation and adaptation by both the IDF and Hezbollah throughout the long guerrilla conflict. His
conclusions illuminate the dynamics of the ongoing conflict and illustrate the complexity of military adaptation under fire. With Hezbollah
playing an ongoing role in the civil war in Syria and the simmering hostilities on the Israel-Lebanon border, students, scholars, diplomats, and
military practitioners with an interest in Middle Eastern security issues, Israeli military history, and military innovation and adaptation can ill
afford to neglect this book.
"When President Barack Obama demanded formally in the summer of 2011 that Syrian President Bashar al-Assad step down, it was not the
first time Washington had sought regime change in Damascus. The United States had waged a long war against Syria from the very moment
the country's fiercely independent Arab nationalist movement came to power in 1963. Assad and his father Hafez al-Assad were committed
devotees to that movement. Washington had waged long wars on the leaders of the Arab nationalist movements. These included Egypt's
Gamal Abdel Nasser, Iraq's Saddam Hussein, Libya's Muammar Gaddafi, and Syria's Assads. To do so, the US often allyied with particularly
violent forms of political Islam to undermine its Arab nationalist foes. By 2011, Syria was the only remaining pan-Arabist state in the region.
Stephen Gowans examines the decades-long struggle for control of Syria and demolishes each and every argument Washington, its allies,
and the mainstream media have advanced to justify the unjustifiable regime change in Syria."--Back cover of book.
A longtime CNN columnist astutely combines history and global politics to help us better understanding the exploding number of military,
political, and diplomatic crises around the globe. The riveting and illuminating behind-the-scenes stories of the world's most intense “red
lines," from diplomatic and military challenges at particular turning points in history to the ones that set the tone of geopolitics today. Whether
it was the red line in Munich that led to the start of the Second World War, to the red lines in the South China Sea, the Korean Peninsula,
Syria and the Middle East. As we traverse the globe, Andelman uses original documentary research, previously classified material, and
interviews with key players, to help us understand the growth, the successes and frequent failures that have shaped our world today.
Andelman provides not just vivid historical context, but a political anatomy of these red lines. How might their failures be prevented going
forward? When and how can such lines in the sand help preserve peace rather than tempt conflict? A Red Line in the Sand is a vital
examination of our present and the future—where does diplomacy end and war begin? It is an object lesson of tantamount importance to
every leader, diplomat, citizen, and voter. As America establishes more red lines than it has pledged to defend, every American should
understand the volatile atmosphere and the existential stakes of the red web that encompasses the globe.
An award-winning journalist’s extraordinary account of being kidnapped and tortured in Syria by al Qaeda for two years—a revelatory memoir
about war, human nature, and endurance that’s “the best of the genre, profound, poetic, and sorrowful” (The Atlantic). In 2012, American
journalist Theo Padnos, fluent in Arabic, Russian, German, and French, traveled to a Turkish border town to write and report on the Syrian
civil war. One afternoon in October, while walking through an olive grove, he met three young Syrians—who turned out to be al Qaeda
operatives—and they captured him and kept him prisoner for nearly two years. On his first day, in the first of many prisons, Padnos was given
a blindfold—a grime-stained scrap of fabric—that was his only possession throughout his horrific ordeal. Now, Padnos recounts his time in
captivity in Syria, where he was frequently tortured at the hands of the al Qaeda affiliate, Jebhat al Nusra. We learn not only about Padnos’s
harrowing experience, but we also get a firsthand account of life in a Syrian village, the nature of Islamic prisons, how captors interrogate
someone suspected of being CIA, the ways that Islamic fighters shift identities and drift back and forth through the veil of Western civilization,
and much more. No other journalist has lived among terrorists for as long as Theo has—and survived. As a resident of thirteen separate
prisons in every part of rebel-occupied Syria, Theo witnessed a society adrift amid a steady stream of bombings, executions, torture, prayer,
fasting, and exhibitions, all staged by the terrorists. Living within this tide of violence changed not only his personal identity but also
profoundly altered his understanding of how to live. Offering fascinating, unprecedented insight into the state of Syria today, Blindfold is “a
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triumph of the human spirit” (The New York Times Book Review)—combining the emotional power of a captive’s memoir with a journalist’s
account of a culture and a nation in conflict that is as urgent and important as ever.
Summer 2021, the WHO announced that pandemic would end "when the world chooses to end it." Though all necessary public health
measures were available, it didn't end. Those measures, used in China, New Zealand, Vietnam and a few others, were ignored elsewhere.
The virus ran riot as half measures were used when hospitals were unable to handle strain. The vaccine turned out to be more mirage than
oasis. Poor- and middle-income countries meanwhile experienced a global vaccine apartheid, waiting for crumbs to fall from the rich
countries' table, as new, possibly more virulent variants, threatened to emerge.Stephen Gowans investigates why, when all the tools to avert
a catastrophe were available, the world failed to prevent the Covid-19 disaster. Examining the business opportunities and pressures that
helped shape the world's failed response, he concludes that the novel coronavirus, a killer, had a helper in bringing about the calamity:
capitalism, the killer's henchman. He shows how capitalism, its incentives, and its power to dominate the political process, impeded the
protection of public health.
A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice Why the conventional wisdom about the Arab Spring is wrong The Arab Spring promised to
end dictatorship and bring self-government to people across the Middle East. Yet everywhere except Tunisia it led to either renewed
dictatorship, civil war, extremist terror, or all three. In The Arab Winter, Noah Feldman argues that the Arab Spring was nevertheless not an
unmitigated failure, much less an inevitable one. Rather, it was a noble, tragic series of events in which, for the first time in recent Middle
Eastern history, Arabic-speaking peoples took free, collective political action as they sought to achieve self-determination. Focusing on the
Egyptian revolution and counterrevolution, the Syrian civil war, the rise and fall of ISIS in Syria and Iraq, and the Tunisian struggle toward
Islamic constitutionalism, Feldman provides an original account of the political consequences of the Arab Spring, including the reaffirmation of
pan-Arab identity, the devastation of Arab nationalisms, and the death of political Islam with the collapse of ISIS. He also challenges
commentators who say that the Arab Spring was never truly transformative, that Arab popular self-determination was a mirage, and even that
Arabs or Muslims are less capable of democracy than other peoples. Above all, The Arab Winter shows that we must not let the tragic
outcome of the Arab Spring disguise its inherent human worth. People whose political lives had been determined from the outside tried, and
for a time succeeded, in making politics for themselves. That this did not result in constitutional democracy or a better life for most of those
affected doesn't mean the effort didn't matter. To the contrary, it matters for history—and it matters for the future.
Can global justice be promoted by distributing money more equitably? Could even relatively small financial sacrifices by the affluent work,
through benign leverage, to achieve that goal? Global Justice and Finance casts new light on such questions by considering what is
presupposed about finance. Redistributive proposals assume money to be a reliable measure, store of value, and medium of exchange. Yet
maintaining stable interest, inflation, and exchange rates in a dynamic capitalist economy is a considerable achievement involving a complex
financial system. Such global coordination could, if so directed, contribute immensely to humanity's betterment, yet under the direction of a
profit seeking elite it leaves a majority disempowered, impoverished, and indebted. To pay debts, ever more desperate measures to wrest
value from the world's natural resources increase ecological pressures to harmful extremes, and those pressures do not stop short of driving
wars. The profit seeking economy is held in place by the complex legal arrangements that constitute finance. Globally, there has developed,
unannounced and unaccountably, what amounts to a privatised constitution - binding agreements that transcend sovereign jurisdictions.
Hopes of redirecting the financial assets created within this system, by means of modest reforms, towards objectives of social justice and
ecological sustainability may prove illusory. To achieve such objectives arguably requires the constitution of a global normative order guided
by public and political decision-making. The achievement of a publicly accountable constitutional order that is superordinate to the financial
system might be regarded as a revolutionary transformation.
Unlike the wars in Vietnam and Iraq, the US invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 had near-unanimous public support. At first, the goals were
straightforward and clear: to defeat al-Qaeda and prevent a repeat of 9/11. Yet soon after the United States and its allies removed the Taliban
from power, the mission veered off course and US officials lost sight of their original objectives
"Since 2011, Syria has been engulfed in a protracted civil war that began as part of the wave of Arab Spring protests against Middle East
tyrants. The Syria conflict has seen the rise and fall of the ISIS terrorist organization, the largest refugee migration since World War II, and the
repeated use of chemical weapons against a civilian population. The situation is complicated by the fact that Russia, Syria's long-time ally,
has repeatedly used its veto in the U.N. Security Council to prevent the Council from taking actions related to the crisis. With all that, Syria
has become a dynamic laboratory for the rapid creation of new international law"-Based on first-hand reporting from Syria and Washington, journalist Reese Erlich unravels the complex dynamics underlying the Syrian civil
war. Through vivid, on-the-ground accounts and interviews with both rebel leaders and Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, Erlich gives the
reader a better understanding of this momentous power struggle and why it matters. Through his many contacts inside Syria, the author
reveals who is supporting Assad and why; he describes the agendas of the rebel factions; and he depicts in stark terms the dire plight of
many ordinary Syrian people caught in the cross-fire. The book also provides insights into the role of the Kurds, the continuing influence of
Iran, and the policies of American leaders who seem interested only in protecting US regional interests. Disturbing and enlightening at once,
this timely book shows you not only what is happening inside Syria but why it is so important for the Middle East, the US, and the world.

The definitive account of how regime change in the Middle East has proven so tempting to American policymakers for
decades—and why it always seems to go wrong. "Must reading—by someone who saw it first-hand—for all interested in
America’s foreign policy and its place in the world.” —Robin Wright Since the end of World War II, the United States has
set out to oust governments in the Middle East on an average of once per decade—in places as diverse as Iran, Iraq,
Afghanistan (twice), Egypt, Libya, and Syria. The reasons for these interventions have also been extremely diverse, and
the methods by which the United States pursued regime change have likewise been highly varied, ranging from
diplomatic pressure alone to outright military invasion and occupation. What is common to all the operations, however, is
that they failed to achieve their ultimate goals, produced a range of unintended and even catastrophic consequences,
carried heavy financial and human costs, and in many cases left the countries in question worse off than they were
before. Philip H. Gordon's Losing the Long Game is a thorough and riveting look at the U.S. experience with regime
change over the past seventy years, and an insider’s view on U.S. policymaking in the region at the highest levels. It is
the story of repeated U.S. interventions in the region that always started out with high hopes and often the best of
intentions, but never turned out well. No future discussion of U.S. policy in the Middle East will be complete without taking
into account the lessons of the past, especially at a time of intense domestic polarization and reckoning with America's
standing in world.
The massive dimensions of Syria's refugee crisis—and the search for solutions The civil war in Syria has forced some 10
million people—more than half the country's population—from their homes and communities, creating one of the largest
human displacements since the end of World War II. Daily headlines testify to their plight, both within Syria and in the
Page 4/7

Read Online Washingtons Long War On Syria
countries to which they have fled. The Consequences of Chaos looks beyond the ever-increasing numbers of Syria's
uprooted to consider the long-term economic, political, and social implications of this massive movement of people.
Neighboring countries hosting thousands or even millions of refugees, Western governments called upon to provide
financial assistance and even new homes for the refugees, regional and international organizations struggling to cope
with the demands for food and shelter—all have found the Syria crisis to be overwhelming in its challenges. And the
challenges of finding solutions for those displaced by the conflict are likely to continue for years, perhaps even for
decades. The Syrian displacement crisis raises fundamental questions about the relationship between action to resolve
conflicts and humanitarian aid to assist the victims and demonstrates the limits of humanitarian response, even on a
massive scale, to resolve political crises. The increasingly protracted nature of the crisis also raises the need for the
international community to think beyond just relief assistance and adopt developmental policies to help refugees become
productive members of their host communities.
This book brings together researchers in international communication and global media studies to revisit and advance the
concept of media imperialism for 21st century research. Using cases across the globe, this volume is essential for
understanding communications media in unequal economic, geopolitical and cultural-ideological power relations.
Winner of the Lambda Literary Award for Transgender Fiction Winner of the ALA Stonewall Book Award—Barbara Gittings
Literature Award Named Best Book of the Year by Bustle Named Most Anticipated Book of the Year by The Millions,
Electric Literature, and HuffPost ??From the award-winning author of The Map of Salt and Stars, a new novel about three
generations of Syrian Americans haunted by a mysterious species of bird and the truths they carry close to their hearts—a
“vivid exploration of loss, art, queer and trans communities, and the persistence of history. Often tender, always
engrossing, The Thirty Names of Night is a feat” (R.O. Kwon, author of The Incendiaries). Five years after a suspicious
fire killed his ornithologist mother, a closeted Syrian American trans boy sheds his birth name and searches for a new
one. As his grandmother’s sole caretaker, he spends his days cooped up in their apartment, avoiding his neighborhood
masjid, his estranged sister, and even his best friend (who also happens to be his longtime crush). The only time he feels
truly free is when he slips out at night to paint murals on buildings in the once-thriving Manhattan neighborhood known as
Little Syria, but he’s been struggling ever since his mother’s ghost began visiting him each evening. One night, he
enters the abandoned community house and finds the tattered journal of a Syrian American artist named Laila Z, who
dedicated her career to painting birds. She mysteriously disappeared more than sixty years before, but her journal
contains proof that both his mother and Laila Z encountered the same rare bird before their deaths. In fact, Laila Z’s past
is intimately tied to his mother’s in ways he never could have expected. Even more surprising, Laila Z’s story reveals the
histories of queer and transgender people within his own community that he never knew. Realizing that he isn’t and has
never been alone, he has the courage to claim a new name: Nadir, an Arabic name meaning rare. As unprecedented
numbers of birds are mysteriously drawn to the New York City skies, Nadir enlists the help of his family and friends to
unravel what happened to Laila Z and the rare bird his mother died trying to save. Following his mother’s ghost, he
uncovers the silences kept in the name of survival by his own community, his own family, and within himself, and
discovers the family that was there all along. Featuring Zeyn Joukhadar’s signature “folkloric, lyrical, and emotionally
intense...gorgeous and alive” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review) storytelling, The Thirty Names of Night is a
“stunning…vivid, visceral, and urgent” (Booklist, starred review) exploration of loss, memory, migration, and identity.
Morrissey explores CENTCOM's Cold War origins and evolution, before addressing key elements of the command's
grand strategy, including its interventionary rationales and use of the law in war. Engaging a wide range of scholarship,
he then looks in-depth at the military interventions CENTCOM has spearheaded.
This extended essay investigates the meaning of imperialism in Syria, providing a valuable addition to the ongoing
debate on the Syrian crisis through the lens of imperialism, modern warfare, and geopolitics. It offers a detailed analysis
of how the Syrian war has been the product of imperialist ambitions. The author begins by situating the Syrian conflict in
the regional historical continuum, positing that the modern imperialist war visited upon Syria is both a production domain
intrinsic to capital, and an application of the law of value assuming a highly destructive form. Such processes, particularly
the measure of war as a component of accumulation by waste and militarism, are peculiar to the imperialism of the
United States, which the author argues is the sole imperialist power at play in Syria, and globally. With so many
international forces vying with one another in this country, and some prominent Western scholars equally ascribing
imperialism to the US, Russia and China, defining “who the imperialist is” can help to clear some of the fog in the war of
positions, as a misplaced or ideologically motivated assessment can provide the wrong party with a justification for
prolonging the war. This book will be of interest to academics in the social sciences and Middle Eastern studies, but will
also appeal to all readers with an interest in patterns of global development, postcolonialism and neoliberal imperialism.
Days of the Fall takes the reader into the heart of the terrible wars in Syria and Iraq. The book combines frontline
reporting with analysis of the deeper causes and effects of the conflict. Over five years, Jonathan Spyer reported from the
depths of the wars, spending time in Aleppo, Baghdad, Damascus, Mosul, Idlib, Hasaka and other frontline areas. He
witnessed some of the most dramatic events of the conflict – the rescue of the trapped Yezidis from the attempted ISIS
genocide in 2014, the Assad regime’s assault on Aleppo, the rise of independent Kurdish power in north east Syria, the
emergence of the Shia militias in Iraq as a key force. The book depicts these events, and seeks to place them within a
broader framework. The author notes the ethnic and sectarian faultlines in both Syria and Iraq, and contends that both
countries have now effectively separated along these lines, leading to the emergence of de facto fragmentation and the
birth of a number of new entities. The book also notes that this confused space has now become an arena for proxy
conflict between regional and global powers. Containing interviews with key figures from all sides of the conflict, such as
the Shia militias in Iraq, and even ISIS members, Days of the Fall serves as an invaluable and comprehensive guide to
Page 5/7

Read Online Washingtons Long War On Syria
the complex dynamics and the tragic human impact of the wars.
Syria has long presented a serious problem for the Middle East region and U.S. policy. With its mix of competing religious
and ethnic groups, radical ideologies, and political repression, it is a 72,000-square-mile time bomb waiting to go off. Yet
surprisingly, very little is known about this country and the role it has played in shaping the destiny of the Middle East. In
The Truth about Syria, Middle East expert Barry Rubin looks at the critical issues that have made the country the
powderkeg of the Middle East and offers an insightful analysis of the effects of recent developments.
This book chronicles the story of the United Nations under Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in the decade 2007–2016.
Marcel Jesenský provides a compelling account of the organization’s activities and Ban Ki-moon’s role in reconciling the
aims, principles and prerogatives of his office, the organization and its Charter with the demands, interests and power of
the member states. Today, as never before, the concept of the post–World War II multilateral framework of international
relations tries to harmonize the claims for its reform and re-evaluation with growing demands to manage the globalized
world. This work, invaluable for readers interested in global governance, multilateral diplomacy, the United Nations and
international relations, presents its subject in historical context and provides answers to assist its understanding.
One US military leader has called Israel "the intelligence equivalent of five CIAs." An Israeli cabinet minister likens his
country to "the equivalent of a dozen US aircraft carriers," while the Jerusalem Post defines Israel as the executive of a
"superior Western military force that" protects "America's interests in the region." Arab leaders have called Israel "a club
the United States uses against the Arabs," and "a poisoned dagger implanted in the heart of the Arab nation." Israel's first
leaders proclaimed their new state in 1948 under a portrait of Theodore Herzl, who had defined the future Jewish state as
"a settler colony for European Jews in the Middle East under the military umbrella of one of the Great Powers." The first
Great Power to sponsor Herzl's dream was Great Britain in 1917 when foreign secretary Sir Arthur Balfour promised
British support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine. In 1967 Israel launched a successful war against the highly popular
Arab nationalist movement of Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser, the most popular Arab leader since the Prophet
Mohammed. Nasser rallied the world's oppressed to the project of throwing off the chains of colonialism and
subordination to the West. He inspired leaders such as Nelson Mandela, Fidel Castro, Hugo Chavez, and Muammar
Gaddafi. Viewing Israel as a potentially valuable asset in suppressing liberation movements, Washington poured billions
into Israel's economy and military. Since 1967, Israel has undertaken innumerable operations on Washington's behalf,
against states that reject US supremacy and economic domination. The self-appointed Jewish state has become what
Zionists from Herzl to an editor of Haaretz, the liberal Israeli newspaper, have defined as a watch-dog capable of
sufficiently punishing neighboring countries discourteous towards the West. Stephen Gowans challenges the specious
argument that Israel controls US foreign policy, tracing the development of the self-declared Jewish state, from its
conception in the ideas of Theodore Herzl, to its birth as a European colony, through its efforts to suppress regional
liberation movements, to its emergence as an extension of the Pentagon, integrated into the US empire as a proimperialist Sparta of the Middle East.
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Black Flags comes the thrilling unknown story of America’s mission in Syria: to
find and destroy Syria’s chemical weapons and keep them out of the hands of the Islamic State In August 2012, Syrian
president Bashar al-Assad was clinging to power in a vicious civil war. When secret intelligence revealed that the dictator
might resort to using chemical weapons, President Obama warned that doing so would cross “a red line.” Assad did it
anyway, bombing the Damascus suburb of Ghouta with sarin gas, killing hundreds of civilians and forcing Obama to
decide if he would mire America in another unpopular Middle Eastern war. When Russia offered to broker the removal of
Syria’s chemical weapons, Obama leapt at the out. So begins an electrifying race to find, remove, and destroy 1,300
tons of chemical weapons in the midst of a raging civil war. The extraordinary little-known effort is a triumph for the
Americans, but soon Russia’s long game becomes clear: it will do anything to preserve Assad’s rule. As America’s
ability to control events in Syria shrinks, the White House learns that ISIS, building its caliphate in Syria’s war-tossed
territory, is seeking chemical weapons for itself, with an eye to attacking the West. Red Line is a classic Joby Warrick truelife thriller: a character-driven narrative with a cast of heroes and villains, including weapons hunters, politicians, doctors,
diplomats, and spies. Drawing on astonishing original reporting, Warrick reveals how the United States embarked on a
bold adventure to prevent one catastrophe but could not avoid a tragic chain of events that empowered America’s
enemies.
From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Black Flags, the harrowing true story of the mission to find and destroy Syria's
chemical weapons and defeat ISIS - only to lose control of both. 'Presents [the story] sharply and compellingly'
Washington Post 'Excellent' Independent In August 2012, Syrian president Bashar al-Assad was clinging to power in a
vicious civil war. Concerned that Assad might resort to chemical weapons, the international community warned that any
such use would cross "a red line", warranting a military response. When a year later Assad bombed the Damascus
suburb of Ghouta with sarin gas, killing hundreds, global leaders were torn between living up to their word and becoming
mired in another unpopular Middle Eastern war. So when Russia offered to store Syria's chemical weapons, the world
leaped at the solution. So begins a race to find, remove, and destroy 1,300 tons of chemical weapons in the middle of
Syria's civil war. Told in harrowing detail, the initial effort is a tactical triumph for the West, but soon Russia's long game
becomes clear: it has UN cover to assist Assad's regime. Meanwhile, the territory gains of ISIS further destabilise the
country, and the terrorist organisation seeks to secure Syria's chemical arsenals for itself, with horrifying consequences.
Red Line is a classic Joby Warrick true-life thriller: a character-driven narrative with a cast of heroes and villains,
including weapons hunters, politicians, commandos, diplomats, and spies. Through original reporting and eyewitness
accounts from direct participants, Joby Warrick reveals how a well-intentioned effort to save Syrian lives became swept
up in a calamitous chain of events that would spawn a terrorist movement, unleash torrents of refugees, frustrate two
Page 6/7

Read Online Washingtons Long War On Syria
U.S. presidents and empower the Western alliance's most dangerous foes.
This handbook is one of the first comprehensive research and teaching tools for the developing area of global media
ethics. The advent of new media that is global in reach and impact has created the need for a journalism ethics that is
global in principles and aims. For many scholars, teachers and journalists, the existing journalism ethics, e.g. existing
codes of ethics, is too parochial and national. It fails to provide adequate normative guidance for a media that is digital,
global and practiced by professional and citizen. A global media ethics is being constructed to define what responsible
public journalism means for a new global media era. Currently, scholars write texts and codes for global media, teach
global media ethics, analyse how global issues should be covered, and gather together at conferences, round tables and
meetings. However, the field lacks an authoritative handbook that presents the views of leading thinkers on the most
important issues for global media ethics. This handbook is a milestone in the field, and a major contribution to media
ethics.
World War in Syria answers questions that will have continued relevance beyond the country’s borders for years to
come. "Impressive in its scholarship, pondered in its judgements, above all searing in its dissection of Western powers'
war on Syria waged over many decades, the book is a must-have on the bookshelves of any serious fair-minded student
of Syria." --Peter Ford, British Ambassador to Syria from 2003 to 2006 "The most detailed history of the war in Syria so
far, providing a richness of highly interesting details, as well as a critical analysis of its complex international and
domestic dimensions, rarely encountered in other Western publications." --Nikolaos van Dam, former Special Envoy for
Syria, 2015-16. Ambassador of the Netherlands to Iraq, Egypt, Turkey, Germany and Indonesia, Author of Destroying a
Nation. The civil war in Syria. "A. B. Abrams explores the widening scope of the Syrian conflict in his important book.
Solving Syria’s civil war will require a regional approach engaging stakeholders whose interests are fundamentally
opposed." --David L. Phillips, Director, Program on Peace-building and Rights, Columbia University Institute for the Study
of Human Rights. "Abrams is a meticulous guide to the labyrinth of Syria's modern political history." --Richard W. Murphy.
U.S. Ambassador to Syria, 1974 to 1978. Consul in Aleppo, Syria, 1960 to 1963 "A. B. Abrams has written an extremely
informative and illuminating account on the international dimension of the origins, outbreak and evolution of the Syrian
conflict. His empirically rich analysis in this nuanced and comprehensive study make it one of the best books, if not the
best book, written about the Syrian crisis. This book is a MUST read for anyone who wants to understand the Syrian
conflict, the Middle East, and the role of the great powers in the region." --Jubin Goodarzi, Professor and Deputy Head of
International Relations, Webster University, Geneva. Former consultant and political adviser on Middle Eastern affairs for
the UNHCR. "An insightful and dispassionate record of the Syrian Maelstrom and the West’s role as the Sorcerer’s
Apprentice." --John Holmes, Major General and Director Special Forces (ret.), British Army.
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