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Spanning the divide between Europe and Asia, Russia is a multi-ethnic empire with a
huge territory, strategically placed and abundantly provided with natural resources. But
Russia's territory has a harsh climate, is cut off from most maritime contact with the
outside world, and has open and vulnerable land frontiers. It has therefore had to
devote much of its wealth to the armed forces, and the sheer size of the empire has
made it difficult to mobilise resources and to govern effectively, especially given the
diversity of its people. In this Very Short Introduction, Geoffrey Hosking discusses all
aspects of Russian history, from the struggle by the state to control society, the
transformation of the empire into a multi-ethnic empire, Russia's relationship with the
West/Europe, the Soviet experience, and the post-Soviet era. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
This Very Short Introduction provides an analytical narrative of the main events and
developments in Soviet Russia between 1917 and 1936. It examines the impact of the
revolution on society as a whole—on different classes, ethnic groups, the army, men and
women, youth. Its central concern is to understand how one structure of domination
was replaced by another. The book registers the primacy of politics, but situates
political developments firmly in the context of massive economic, social, and cultural
change. Since the fall of Communism there has been much reflection on the
significance of the Russian Revolution. The book rejects the currently influential, liberal
interpretation of the revolution in favour of one that sees it as rooted in the
contradictions of a backward society which sought modernization and enlightenment
and ended in political tyranny. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Orthodox Russia is a timely volume that brings together some of the best contemporary
scholarship on Russian Orthodox beliefs and practices covering a broad historical
period-from the Muscovite era through the immediate aftermath of the Bolshevik
Revolution of 1917.
This volume provides a comprehensive overview of business law in Russia. It presents
an introduction to the Russian legal system in general before going on to provide a
thorough analysis of the key aspects such as regulation, taxation, competition,
contracts, intellectual property law, among many others. Where appropriate, cases and
international comparisons are included to help illustrate the practical workings of this
complex system. The book will be an invaluable guide for students, researchers and
practitioners who want a clear understanding of legislation relating to business in
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contemporary Russia.
Based on extensive original research at the local level, this book explores the
relationship between Russian Orthodoxy and politics in contemporary Russia. It reveals
close personal links between politicians at the local, regional and national levels and
their counterparts at the equivalent level in the Russian Orthodox Church – priests and
monks, bishops and archbishops – who are extensively consulted about political
decisions. It outlines a convergence of conservative ideology between politicians and
clerics and also highlights that, despite working closely together, there are nevertheless
many tensions. The book examines in detail particular areas of cooperation and
tension: reform to religious education and a growing emphasis on traditional moral
values, the restitution of former church property and the introduction of new festive
days. Overall, the book concludes that there is much uncertainty, ambiguity and great
local variation.
The third edition of Contemporary Russia is fully revised to provide a comprehensive
introduction to the society, politics and culture of one of the most important countries in
global affairs today. The author details Russia's historical background as well as the
nation's current concerns and distinctive features in this accessible analysis.
Conchita Wursts Sieg beim Eurovision Song Contest 2014 war ein zentrales
diskursives Moment, welches das derzeitige Spannungsfeld zwischen
Postgenderismus und Traditionalismus in Russland offenlegte und aufzeigte, wie sehr
Geschlecht und Sexualität, nicht zuletzt für das russische Selbstbild und die
Konstruktion einer russischen nationalen Identität, instrumentalisiert und politisiert
werden und wie sehr Identitätskonzepte den russischen Alltag mitbestimmen. Die
Monografie widmet sich der Diskussion um Geschlecht und Sexualität in Russland
nach dem Sieg von Conchita Wurst und untersucht das Verhältnis von Diskurs und
Identität. Im Vordergrund steht die Funktion von Sprache sowohl für die
Identitätskonstruktion als auch für die Schaffung und Abgrenzung von Räumen. Dabei
lassen sich nicht nur lexikologische und wortbildnerische Besonderheiten beobachten,
sondern es liegt insgesamt ein auffälliger Sprachgebrauch mit interessanten
Argumentationsstrategien vor. Ausführungen zu Identität und kritische Anmerkungen
zur russischen Gender- und Queer-Linguistik komplettieren diesen Band. Conchita
Wurst’s 2014 victory in the Eurovision Song Contest was a significant discursive
moment which revealed the current tensions between postgenderism and traditionalism
in contemporary Russia. This case also made clear just how far gender and sexuality
are instrumentalised and politicised – not least in creating Russians’ self-perception
and constructing a Russian national identity – and how massively notions of identity
impact on Russian everyday life. The monograph focuses on the discussion of gender
and sexuality in Russia following the 2014 event and investigates the relation between
discourse and identity. Above all, it is concerned with the function of language in
identity construction, and in the creation and demarcation of spaces. In this context, Dr.
Scheller-Boltz’s study not only analyses lexicological and word-formation peculiarities,
but also provides some revealing research findings about specific language use,
including certain argumentation strategies. The monograph begins with a detailed
introduction to notions of identity and concludes with some critical remarks on Russian
gender and queer linguistics.

This title provides a thorough introduction to Russia as it confronts the challenges
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of modern day's interdependent world. Interdisciplinary in design, the book draws
on different scholars to provide sophisticated yet accessible treatments of
subjects ranging from geography and history to politics and economics.
In this book, first published in 1943, Janko Lavrin provides an overview of the
development of the Russian novel by placing the great Russian novelists –
Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, Turgenev, Gorky, Gogol – in relation to their native literature
and their social, political and cultural backgrounds. An Introduction to the Russian
Novel will appeal particularly to students of Russian literature and culture as well
as those interested in the development of the novel in general.
Politics Russia provides the most comprehensive, accessible and up-to-date
introduction to all aspects of the political development of Russia in the postcommunist era. Writing with the undergraduate student specifically in mind,
Danks’ fluent style and masterly grasp of complex material will make this an
indispensable guide for many years to come. Divided into five sections, Politics
Russia maps a clear path towards an understanding of Russia and its politics in
the twenty first century. In Part One the emergence of contemporary Russia is
put into context by a consideration of the end of the USSR and the move towards
democratization under Gorbachev. Part Two provides a clear-sighted and
stimulating overview of the nature of the executive and the legislature in
contemporary Russia. Part Three examines civil society, the role of the media
and the representative process. Part Four is focussed on the policy process, from
foreign and defence policies to the development of domestic social policies from
the provision of healthcare to education. Part Five, the final, provides an overall
consideration the contemporary state of Russia, examining the development from
Yeltsin, to Putin to Medvedev, and considers the possible futures of the region.
The book is supported by a host of pedagogical features, including: Annotated
further reading lists Definitions of key political terms Short biographies of key
figures
Scholars from Asia, Europe, and North America working with the support of the
Finnish Institute of International Affairs combine their efforts to bring us new
insights into how Russia has conducted its foreign affairs since the fall of
Communism. Drawing on both archival sources and interviews, they cover such
major issues as Russia's decision to use military force in Chechnya, its reactions
to NATO expansion, and its emergent relations with Japan and East Asia. The
contributors are Eunsook Chung, Henrikki Heikka, Ted Hopf, Andrea Lopez,
Hiroshi Kimura, Sergei Medvedev, and Christer Pursiainen.
This engaging introduction to the Russian folktale considers the origin, structure,
and language of folktales; tale-tellers and their audiences; the relationship of
folktales to Russian ritual life; and the folktale types that are translated in
subsequent volumes of The Complete Russian Folktale.
Russia had an extraordinary 20th century, undergoing upheaval and
transformation. Service provides a panoramic perspective on a country whose
Soviet past encompassed revolution, civil war, mass terror, and two world wars.
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This new edition takes the story from 2002 through the presidency of Vladimir
Putin to the election of Dmitri Medvedev.
This volume deals with one of the most understudied aspects of everyday life in
Russian society. Its main characters are the providers of goods and services to
whom people turn for healthcare instead of official medical institutions. This
encompasses a wide range of actors—from network marketing companies to 'folk'
journals on health as well as healers, complementary medicine specialists, and
religious organizations. Krasheninnikova's investigation pays particular attention
to the legal, social, and economic status of informal healthcare providers. She
demonstrates that these agents tend to flourish in bigger towns rather than in
small settlements, where public healthcare is lacking. She also emphasizes the
flexibility of boundaries between formal and informal healthcare due to the
evolution of rules and regulations. The study reveals the important role of
institutions that are generally not connected to alternative medicine, such as
pharmacies, libraries, and church shops. This book is based on rich empirical
observations and avoids both positive and critical assessment of the analyzed
phenomena. The result is a vivid and thorough introduction to the world of selfmedication and alternative healing in contemporary Russia.
Can democratization be promoted by “getting the institutions right?” In Unexpected Outcomes,
Robert G. Moser offers a compelling analysis of the extent to which institutions can be
engineered to promote desired political outcomes. The introduction of democracy in Eastern
Europe and the former USSR has enabled scholars to bring new perspectives to the debate
about electoral systems. Russia is arguably the most important of the postcommunist states
and its mixed electoral system provides an interesting controlled experiment for testing the
impact of different electoral systems. Moser examines the effects of electoral systems on
political parties and representation in Russia during the 1990s. Moser's study is not only a
highly original contribution to our understanding of contemporary Russian politics, but also a
significant step forward in the comparative study of electoral systems. Through his
comprehensive empirical analysis of Russian elections, Moser provides the most detailed
examination of a mixed electoral system to date. This system was introduced in Russia to
encourage party formation and benefit reformist parties allied with President Yeltsin. However,
the effects were contrary to what the creators of the system expected and also defied the most
well-established hypotheses in electoral studies. Parties proliferated under both the PR and
plurality halves of the election and patterns of women and minority representation ran counter
to prevailing theory and international experience. With an epilogue that updates the study
through the December 1999 elections, Unexpected Outcomes makes an important and timely
contribution to the ongoing debate over the ability and inability of elites to fashion preferred
political outcomes through institutional design.
Surprise your friends! Astonish your family! With Pimsleur, you'll be speaking and
understanding like a native in no time. 30 minutes a day is all it takes. This Russian course
includes all of Levels I and II - 30 hours of spoken language practice and two hours of Reading
Lessons providing background on the Russian language and culture. With this product you
start from zero, learning first survival phrases and vocabulary, and eventually progressing to a
mid-intermediate level of speaking, understanding and reading Russian. Every lesson contains
an introductory conversation, and isolated vocabulary and structures, as well as full practice for
all vocabulary introduced. Emphasis is on pronunciation and comprehension. At the completion
of this course, you'll speak confidently using your wide-ranging vocabulary, and experience the
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language and culture with a deepening insight into a new world. Reading Lessons are included
to provide you with an introduction to reading Russian. These lessons, which total about one
hour for each Level, are designed to teach you to sound out words with correct pronunciation
and accent. A Reading Booklet to be used with the audio lessons is also included in PDF
format. About the Russian Language Russian is the official language in Russia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan and Krygystan. Pimsleur's Russian uses speakers from Moscow and St.
Petersburg, which accounts for slight pronunciation differences between speakers, but
accurately depicts contemporary spoken Russian.
Offers an introduction to contemporary Russian politics, economics, society, and culture.
Russian Society and the Orthodox Church examines the Russian Orthodox Church's social
and political role and its relationship to civil society in post-Communist Russia. It shows how
Orthodox prelates, clergy and laity have shaped Russians' attitudes towards religious and
ideological pluralism, which in turn have influenced the ways in which Russians understand
civil society, including those of its features - pluralism and freedom of conscience - that are
essential for a functioning democracy. It shows how the official church, including the Moscow
Patriarchate, has impeded the development of civil society, while on the other hand the nonofficial church, including nonconformist clergy and lay activists, has promoted concepts central
to civil society.
Publisher Description
Understanding Conflict between Russia and the EU addresses the conflictual issues in EURussian relations and presents an innovative theory for the understanding of their emergence.
Drawing on up-to-date research data, the author argues that conflicts in EU-Russian relations
are generated by the clash of principles of state sovereignty and international integration,
which characterize the policies of both sides.
An introduction, complete in one volume, to the development of Russian literature from
medieval times to the 1970s. Each chapter has been specially commissioned for this volume
and the writers are noted scholars in their fields. The essays focus on the Russian language,
the history of Russian writing and printing, and predominantly on the growth of a native
Russian literature. This 1977 volume is unusual in combining a comprehensive study of
Russian and Soviet literature with an introduction to the Russian language and an extensive
treatment of Russian and Soviet drama. It is directed in part at the general reader and will also
be consulted as a standard reference guide in libraries of universities, colleges, and schools
wherever these subjects are read. It forms the second part of the three-volume Companion to
Russian Studies, the first of which deals with Russian history, and the final part with Russian
art and architecture.

Understanding Contemporary RussiaLynne Rienner Pub
"This new edition of Will Kymlicka's best selling critical introduction to
contemporary political theory has been fully revised to include many of the most
significant developments in Anglo-American political philosophy in the last 11
years, particularly the new debates on political liberalism, deliberative
democracy, civic republicanism, nationalism, and cultural pluralism." "The book
now includes two new chapters on citizenship theory and multiculturalism, in
addition to updated chapters on utilitarianism, liberal egalitarianism,
libertarianism, Marxism, communitarianism, and feminism. Extended guides to
further reading have been added at the end of each chapter, listing the most
important books and articles on each school of thought, as well as relevant
journals and web sites."--BOOK JACKET.
This is the first book to explore the phenomenon of glamour and celebrity in
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contemporary Russian culture, ranging across media forms, disciplinary
boundaries and modes of inquiry, with particular emphasis on the media
personality. The book demonstrates how the process of ‘celebrification’ in
Russia coincides with the dizzying pace of social change and economic
transformation, the latter enabling an unprecedented fascination with glamour
and its requisite extravagance; how in the 1990s and 2000s, celebrities - such as
film or television stars - moved away from their home medium to become
celebrities straddling various media; and how celebrity is a symbol manipulated
by the dominant culture and embraced by the masses. It examines the primacy of
the visual in celebrity construction and its dominance over the verbal, alongside
the interdisciplinary, cross-media, post-Soviet landscape of today’s fame culture.
Taking into account both general tendencies and individual celebrities, including
pop-diva Alla Pugacheva and ex-President and current Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin, the book analyses the internal dynamics of the institutions involved in the
production, marketing, and maintenance of celebrities, as well as the larger
cultural context and the imperatives that drive Russian society’s romance with
glamour and celebrity.
A study of contemporary politics in Russia, assessing the attempted transition
from totalitarianism to liberal democracy. It shows that although liberal institutions
have been tentatively established, the weak social and cultural supports threaten
the success of Russia's liberal project.
This is a comprehensive introduction to theoretical linguistics. It presupposes no
previous knowledge and terms are defined as they are introduced; but it gives a
rigorous and technical treatment of a wide range of topics, and brings the reader
to an advanced level of understanding. Since its first publication in 1968
Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics has been one of the classic introductions to
the discipline. In a field which is often seen as rapidly moving, it will continue to
be used by students seeking an overview of the central areas of linguistics phonetics and phonology, grammar and semantics - and to be of great value to
anyone interested in the ways in which theory can help to explain the key
problems of human language.
This anthology is the first of its kind, a comprehensive survey of the wealth of
poetry written by Russian women since the 1980s. The poets range from
founding figures such as Inna Lisnianskaya and Bella Akhmadulina and
established writers like Tatyana Shcherbina and Vera Pavlova, to the vibrant
generation born after 1970, whose poetry is almost unknown outside Russia. The
editors have included biographies of the poets and translators, a bibliography of
primary sources and essays by Dmitry Kuzmin and Elena Fanailova.
Russian literature arrived late on the European scene. Within several
generations, its great novelists had shocked - and then conquered - the world. In
this introduction to the rich and vibrant Russian tradition, Caryl Emerson weaves
a narrative of recurring themes and fascinations across several centuries.
Beginning with traditional Russian narratives (saints' lives, folk tales, epic and
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rogue narratives), the book moves through literary history chronologically and
thematically, juxtaposing literary texts from each major period. Detailed attention
is given to canonical writers including Pushkin, Gogol, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy,
Chekhov, Bulgakov and Solzhenitsyn, as well as to some current bestsellers from
the post-Communist period. Fully accessible to students and readers with no
knowledge of Russian, the volume includes a glossary and pronunciation guide
of key Russian terms as well as a list of useful secondary works. The book will be
of great interest to students of Russian as well as of comparative literature.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union a team of young economic reformers led by Yegor
Gaidar worked to create a new economic future for Russia. Against an overwhelming threat of
looming hunger and civil war, they created a market economy which is still in place today. In
the face of crisis, a process of 'shock therapy'- involving the end of price regulation, the
introduction of privatisation and a reduction in public spending - appeared necessary. Their
plans have been the subject of controversy ever since - the path to the new economy was not
smooth and Russia continued to struggle with economic crises throughout the 1990s. Yet
Gaidar's plans have been widely praised for saving the country from complete collapse. For the
first time in this book, the participants in the process reveal their experiences during those
frantic days, their insights into Yegor Gaidar and of the formation of post-Soviet Russia. In
doing so, this book provides a unique perspective on contemporary Russia, making it an
indispensable resource for understanding its economic and political complexities.
This book is intended to capture the interest of anyone who has been attracted to Russian
culture through the greats of Russian literature, either through the texts themselves, or
encountering them in the cinema, or opera. Rather than a conventional chronology of Russian
literature, the book will explore the place and importance of literature of all sorts in Russian
culture. How and when did a Russian national literature come into being? What shaped its
creation? How have the Russians regarded their literary language? The book will uses the
figure of Pushkin, 'the Russian Shakespeare' as a recurring example as his work influenced
every Russian writer who came after hime, whether poets or novelists. It will look at such
questions as why Russian writers are venerated, how they've been interpreted inside Russia
and beyond, and the influences of such things as the folk tale tradition, orthodox religion, and
the West ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
The literary works selected for inclusion in this anthology introduce the core cultural and
historical themes of Russian civilization. Each text has resonance throughout the arts. They
are supported by introductions, annotations, bibliographies of resources, and a companion
multimedia CD that brings the anthology's cultural references to life.
Analysing films by established directors such as Sokurov and Zel'dovich, as well as lesserknown filmmakers like Balabanov and Kalatozishvili, this book explores the particular style of
film presentation that has emerged in Russia since 2000, characterised by its use of highly
abstract concepts and visual language.
The book presents a broad interdisciplinary perspective on the contemporary Russian
immigration to three countries: the United States, Germany, and Israel. The changes and
transformations in three domains, i.e., cultural perception, self-identification, and attitudes to
first language maintenance, are explored through the Acculturation Framework that allows
bringing together these essential aspects of immigration. A separate look at Jewish and
Russian ethnic groups within the so-called "Russian" immigration as well as its interdisciplinary
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nature sets this book apart from other studies on recent immigration from the former USSR.
Innovative and conceptual uses of photography within a highly developed Soviet dissident
culture are explored in this examination of photography's place in late Soviet unofficial art.
Simultaneous.
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