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Leonardo Da Vinci was left-handed. That’s probably why he
wrote backwards from right to left to avoid smudging ink on
his hand as he made notes on his latest works and visionary
discoveries. Words could only be read with the help of a
mirror making it taxing for anyone but himself to quickly
decode his handwriting. There are many theories exploring
the reason why he kept using “mirror writing” in all his
manuscripts. Some historians say that he was trying to make
it more challenging for people to steal his ideas while others
claim that it was a clever attempt to hide scientific findings
from the intolerant Roman Catholic Church of the
Renaissance. Whatever the logic behind this, the constant
association with mirror writing and studies on the human body
anatomy, made him one of the most enigmatic figures of his
and then of our century. This biography investigates
Leonardo and his different roles from anatomist to inventor,
architect, painter, rumoured to be templar and scientific
pioneer. Despite leaving several of his works incomplete,
Leonardo managed to influence generations of artists and still
today remains a highly regarded figure in both the artistic and
scientific sector.
This book traces the story of the world's greatest treatise on
painting - Leonardo Da Vinci's "Treatise of Painting". It
combines an extensive body of literature about the Treatise
with original research to offer a unique perspective on: • Its
origins, and history of how it survived the dispersal of
manuscripts; • Its contents, their significance and how
Leonardo developed his Renaissance Theory of Art; • The
development of both the abridged and complete printed
editions; • How the printed editions have influenced treatises
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and art history throughout Europe, the Eastern
Mediterranean, and America from the Seventeenth to the
Twentieth Centuries.
A quick internet search will yield results of Leonardo da
Vinci's legendary paintings; the Mona Lisa and the Last
Supper; and you might even catch a glimpse of his wellknown sketches of machines; human bodies; and animals.
However; there's so much more to da Vinci than his paintings
and drawings. This 16th-century Italian man embodied the
Renaissance spirit -- he was intensely interested in everyone
and everything. His curiosity spanned every discipline; from
geometry to anatomy to the link between art and science. 500
years ago was a time of insight; of investigation; and in this
sense; da Vinci fit in perfectly. However; in another sense; he
didn't belong at all -- he was a loner living in his own world.
An illegitimate child with 17 half-siblings; Leonardo also
shrouded himself in secrecy. He wrote in a mirror script;
meaning that you could only understand what he had written
by holding it up to a mirror. He believed that we all have
potential to do amazing things; but he also had lots of
unfinished projects and struggled with lifelong self-doubt.
Delve in to these pages to find out why Leonardo di Ser Piero
d'Antonio di Ser Piero di Ser Guido da Vinci -- yes; this was
his full name -- was as mysterious as his painting of Mona
Lisa's famous smile.
This handsome book offers a unified and fascinating portrait
of Leonardo as draftsman, integrating his roles as artist,
scientist, inventor, theorist, and teacher. 250 illustrations.
Reproduction of the original: The Romance of Leonardo da
Vinci by Dmitry Sergeyevich Merezhkovsky
More than fifteen hundred extracts containing the
Renaissance genius' maxims, prophecies, fables, letters, and
brilliant observations in architecture, painting, physiology,
geography, and other fields
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A biography of the notable Italian Renaissance artist,
scientist, and inventor.
Leonardo Da VinciRenaissance GeniusTwenty-First Century
Books
Leonardo da Vinci personified the Renaissance, the
extraordinary age in which he lived. Best known as one of the
world’s greatest painters, he sketched the foundations for
inventions that would not come to fruition for centuries. Born
a bastard in a hillside village in northern Italy, Leonardo
became the protégé of princes, popes, and kings. He
mastered so many branches of science that scholars still
debate whether he was greater as an anatomist, botanist,
cartographer, engineer, geographer, or naturalist.
Nevertheless, he died unhappy, believing he had failed to
work the miracles of which he had dreamed. Here is his
extraordinary story.
In his youth, Leonardo da Vinci wrote confidently, “I wish to
work miracles.” By the time of his death in 1519, when he
was sixty-seven and famed throughout Europe, it seemed
that he had accomplished wonders aplenty as an artist,
engineer, inventor, and scientist. Here, from author Jay
Williams, is the moving story of the man behind the
Renaissance myth.

This is the first book dedicated to Leonardo da Vinci’s
commission for The Virgin of the Rocks. Leonardo
completed fewer than twenty paintings in his lifetime, yet
he returned twice to this same mysterious subject over
the course of a twenty-five year period. Identical in terms
of iconography, stylistically these paintings are worlds
apart. The first, of c.1482-4, was Leonardo’s magnum
opus, catapulting the young artist from obscurity to fame.
When, in 1508, he finished the second painting, he was
nearing the end of his artistic career and had become an
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international celebrity. Why did he revisit The Virgin of
the Rocks? What was the meaning behind the cavernous
subterranean landscape? What lies behind the colder
monumentality of the second version? This book opens
up Leonardo’s world, setting the scene in Republican
Florence and the humanist court of the Milanese warlord
Ludovico Sforza, to answer these questions. Through
lyrical yet scholarly analyses of Leonardo’s paintings,
notebooks and technical experimentation, it unveils the
secret realms of human dissection and Neo-Platonic
philosophy that inspired the creation of the two
masterpieces. In doing so, the book reveals that The
Virgin of the Rocks holds the key to the greatest
philosophical, scientific and personal transformations of
Leonardo’s life. Images and links to figures are available
at www.virginoftherocks.com.
The genius of Leonardo da Vinci on display in 24 of his
greatest works of art! One of the world's greatest artists,
Leonardo da Vinci possessed amazing powers of
observation and skill that enabled him to re-create what
he saw with astounding accuracy. Surprisingly, he
completed only a few paintings, but even his sketches
were marvelous works of art. Twenty-four of his finest
paintings and drawings are included here, among them
such famous works as the Portrait of Lisa del Giocondo
(Mona Lisa), St. John the Baptist, Old Man and Youth,
and twenty-one other masterpieces. Art-loving friends
and relatives will be delighted to receive these lovely
card — which can also be framed, used as bookmarks, or
added to a personal collection.
Traces the history of Western art from its classical roots
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up to the present day, and integrates the works of each
period with the history, values, and ideals that gave birth
to them
“Studying nature with passion, and all the independence
proper to his character, he could not fail to combine
precision with liberty, and truth with beauty. It is in this
final emancipation, this perfect mastery of modelling, of
illumination, and of expression, this breadth and
freedom, that the master’s raison d’être and glory
consist. Others may have struck out new paths also; but
none travelled further or mounted higher than he.”
(Eugène Müntz)
Reproduces Leonardo's "Anatomical Manuscript A,"
created in the winter of 1510-1511, with notes in his
characteristic mirror writing, as well as the same pages
with the text in English translation, and discusses its
background and accuracy.

A charming, witty and wide-ranging collection of brief
biographies of closeted gay men in modern and
early modern history, Hidden: The Intimate Lives of
Gay Men Past and Present includes colorful
snapshots of such well-known men as Horatio Alger,
Thomas Eakins, King Edward II, Alfred C. Kinsey,
and Siegfried Wagner. Readers will find joy and
sorrow and pleasure and pain in these 400
biographies of men who were forced to live hidden
lives. All were caught in the tension between the
torment of secrecy and the calamity of revelation.
How did they manage their difficult lives? How
indeed did they survive? One who did was James
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Brooke. He turned his inheritance into a 142 ton
schooner, sailed for the East Indies, seized the
northern part of Borneo and proclaimed himself
Rajah of Sarawak. Among those who did not survive
was Jan Quisthout Van der Linde, a soldier in New
Amsterdam (not yet New York). He was stripped of
his arms, his sword broken at his feet. He was then
tied in a sack, thrown into the Hudson River and
drowned until dead. While illuminating individuals,
the book also provides rich cultural and historical
content, including the trial of those over-the-top
transvestites Ernest Boulton 'Stella of the Strand'
and Frederick 'Fanny' Park; and a delightful
description of the 5th Marquess of Anglesey as he
parades along the boulevards of Paris rouged,
powdered and perfumed, cradling an equally
perfumed poodle festooned with pink ribbons.
Written in clear, concise, and lively prose, Hidden
offers a substantive and extensive look at men who
lived their lives in conflict with their sexuality.
This is the first volume of a new series of
publications by Delphi Classics, the best-selling
publisher of classical works. A first of its kind in
digital print, the ‘Masters of Art’ series allows digital
readers to explore the works of the world’s greatest
artists in comprehensive detail. This volume
presents the genius of Leonardo da Vinci, the world's
greatest painter, in beautiful detail, with concise
introductions and the usual Delphi bonus material.
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Features: * the complete paintings of Leonardo da
Vinci * includes previously lost works, with
annotations * concise introductions to the paintings
and other works, giving valuable contextual
information * learn the secrets of the MONA LISA,
the history of THE LAST SUPPER or the meaning
behind THE VITRUVIAN MAN * beautiful 'detail'
images, allowing you to explore Leonardo's
masterpieces as though in the gallery * includes
Leonardo’s drawings and his complete notebooks,
with plates * special criticism section, with essays by
critics such as Sigmund Freud * features two
biographies on Leonardo's life, including Vasari's
famous biography * hundreds of images in stunning
colour - highly recommended for Kindle Fire, iPhone,
iPad or PC users, or as a valuable reference tool on
traditional Kindles * UPDATED with improved
images and recently attributed works Please visit:
www.delphiclassics.com to browse our range of art
eBooks CONTENTS: The Paintings TOBIAS AND
THE ANGEL MADONNA OF THE POMEGRANATE
THE MADONNA OF THE CARNATION THE
BAPTISM OF CHRIST THE ANNUNCIATION THE
BENOIS MADONNA PORTRAIT OF GINEVRA DE’
BENCI ST. JEROME IN THE WILDERNESS THE
ADORATION OF THE MAGI THE VIRGIN OF THE
ROCKS (LOUVRE) THE VIRGIN OF THE ROCKS
(NATIONAL GALLERY) THE HEAD OF A WOMAN
LITTA MADONNA LADY WITH AN ERMINE
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PORTRAIT OF A MUSICIAN LA BELLE
FERRONNIÈRE THE LAST SUPPER THE
MADONNA OF THE YARNWINDER MONA LISA
THE VIRGIN AND CHILD WITH ST. ANNE LEDA
AND THE SWAN ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
BACCHUS (ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST) THE BATTLE
OF ANGHIARI SALVATOR MUNDI PORTRAIT OF
A LADY IN PROFILE MADONNA AND CHILD WITH
ST. JOSEPH The Drawings THE VITRUVIAN MAN
THE VIRGIN AND CHILD WITH ST. ANNE AND ST.
JOHN THE BAPTIST SELF-PORTRAIT STUDY OF
HORSES OTHER DRAWINGS The Notebooks THE
NOTEBOOKS OF LEONARDO DA VINCI
THOUGHTS ON ART AND LIFE The Criticism
LEONARDO DA VINCI by Sigmund Freud Extract
from ‘THE RENAISSANCE’ by Walter Pater Extract
from ‘ESSAYS ON ART’ by A. Clutton-Brock The
Biographies LIFE OF LEONARDO DA VINCI by
Giorgio Vasari LEONARDO DA VINCI by MAURICE
W. BROCKWELL Please visit:
www.delphiclassics.com for more information
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) is renowned as a
painter, designer, draftsman, architect, engineer,
scientist, and theorist. His work as a sculptor is not
commonly acknowledged, and many have argued
that Leonardo believed that sculpture was an inferior
art form ("of lesser genius than painting").
Challenging and overturning these assumptions,
"Leonardo da Vinci and the Art of Sculpture" looks at
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the sculptural projects that the artist undertook, as
well as the late Renaissance sculptures that were
indebted to him. Leonardo consistently drew
inspiration from ancient sculpture, admired the work
of such contemporary sculptural innovators as
Donatello, and even trained under Andrea del
Verrocchio, the preeminent bronze sculptor of late
15th-century Florence. Furthermore, Leonardo spent
many years of his life working on two larger-than-lifesized horse sculptures--Sforza and
Trivulzio--monuments to Francesco Sforza, the Duke
of Milan, and to Gian Giacomo Trivulzio, his
sucessor. Although neither was completed, the
authors argue that these equestrian monuments
show how Leonardo was intensely engaged with the
design dilemmas of representing a horse rearing on
its hind legs. Another highlight of the book is a group
of new images of the "John the Baptist Preaching to
a Levite and a Pharisee," a recently restored largescale work in the Florentine Baptistery that clearly
demonstrates Leonardo's collaboration with Giovanni
Rustici.
Inventor, artist, scientist . . . Leonardo da Vinci's
wide-ranging inquisitiveness was the source of his
greatest accomplishments and his lifelong financial
difficulties, he would get bored quickly and rarely
finish his projects. As an artist, only seventeen of his
finished works survive, and yet they include two of
the most famous paintings in the world: The Last
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Supper and Mona Lisa. His scientific studies of
human anatomy were centuries ahead of their time.
And his designs for inventions, such as mechanical
flight, foresaw technologies that would not be
developed for hundreds of years. Leonardo's
achievements make him more than just an important
historical figure: He was the ultimate Renaissance
man whose achievements inspire both artists and
scientists more than 500 years after his death.
eonardo da Vinci—artist, inventor, and prototypical
Renaissance man—is a perennial source of
fascination because of his astonishing intellect and
boundless curiosity about the natural and man-made
world. During his life he created numerous works of
art and kept voluminous notebooks that detailed his
artistic and intellectual pursuits. The collection of
writings and art in this magnificent book are drawn
from his notebooks. The book organizes his wide
range of interests into subjects such as human
figures, light and shade, perspective and visual
perception, anatomy, botany and landscape,
geography, the physical sciences and astronomy,
architecture, sculpture, and inventions. Nearly every
piece of writing throughout the book is keyed to the
piece of artwork it describes. The writing and art is
selected by art historian H. Anna Suh, who provides
fascinating commentary and insight into the material,
making Leonardo's Notebooks an exquisite singlevolume compendium celebrating his enduring
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genius.
Leonardo’s early life was spent in Florence, his maturity in
Milan, and the last three years of his life in France.
Leonardo’s teacher was Verrocchio. First he was a
goldsmith, then a painter and sculptor: as a painter,
representative of the very scientific school of
draughtsmanship; more famous as a sculptor, being the
creator of the Colleoni statue at Venice, Leonardo was a man
of striking physical attractiveness, great charm of manner and
conversation, and mental accomplishment. He was well
grounded in the sciences and mathematics of the day, as well
as a gifted musician. His skill in draughtsmanship was
extraordinary; shown by his numerous drawings as well as by
his comparatively few paintings. His skill of hand is at the
service of most minute observation and analytical research
into the character and structure of form. Leonardo is the first
in date of the great men who had the desire to create in a
picture a kind of mystic unity brought about by the fusion of
matter and spirit. Now that the Primitives had concluded their
experiments, ceaselessly pursued during two centuries, by
the conquest of the methods of painting, he was able to
pronounce the words which served as a password to all later
artists worthy of the name: painting is a spiritual thing, cosa
mentale. He completed Florentine draughtsmanship in
applying to modelling by light and shade, a sharp subtlety
which his predecessors had used only to give greater
precision to their contours. This marvellous draughtsmanship,
this modelling and chiaroscuro he used not solely to paint the
exterior appearance of the body but, as no one before him
had done, to cast over it a reflection of the mystery of the
inner life. In the Mona Lisa and his other masterpieces he
even used landscape not merely as a more or less
picturesque decoration, but as a sort of echo of that interior
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life and an element of a perfect harmony. Relying on the still
quite novel laws of perspective this doctor of scholastic
wisdom, who was at the same time an initiator of modern
thought, substituted for the discursive manner of the
Primitives the principle of concentration which is the basis of
classical art. The picture is no longer presented to us as an
almost fortuitous aggregate of details and episodes. It is an
organism in which all the elements, lines and colours,
shadows and lights, compose a subtle tracery converging on
a spiritual, a sensuous centre. It was not with the external
significance of objects, but with their inward and spiritual
significance, that Leonardo was occupied.
"He was history's most creative genius. What secrets can he
teach us? The [bestselling biographer] brings Leonardo da
Vinci to life in this exciting new biography. Drawing on
thousands of pages from Leonardo's astonishing notebooks
and new discoveries about his life and work, Walter Isaacson
weaves a narrative that connects his art to his science. He
shows how Leonardo's genius was based on skills we can
improve in ourselves, such as passionate curiosity, careful
observation, and an imagination so playful that it flirted with
fantasy. His creativity, like that of other great innovators,
came from standing at the intersection of the humanities and
technology. He peeled flesh off the faces of cadavers, drew
the muscles that move the lips, and then painted history's
most memorable smile on the Mona Lisa. He explored the
math of optics, showed how light rays strike the cornea, and
produced illusions of changing perspectives in The Last
Supper. Isaacson also describes how Leonardo's lifelong
enthusiasm for staging theatrical productions informed his
paintings and inventions. His ability to combine art and
science, made iconic by his drawing of what may be himself
inside a circle and a square, remains the enduring recipe for
innovation. His life should remind us of the importance of
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instilling, both in ourselves and our children, not just received
knowledge but a willingness to question it; to be imaginative
and, like talented misfits and rebels in any era, to think
different."--Jacket.
This first complete English translation, including over 250 fullcolor images, is a longitudinal cultural history of how art came
to be institutionalized in the history of western
representational practices.
Not only was Leonardo da Vinci (1453-1519) an astonishing
painter, but also a scientist, anatomist, sculptor, architect,
musician, engineer, inventor, and more. The question is
rather, what was he not? During the Italian Renaissance, he
mastered the most beautiful works of art for the Medicis’ in
Italy and for the King of France. He aroused admiration from
his contemporaries, who depicted a universal genius, curious
and virtuous. Even today, interest in da Vinci and his work
does not fade; his works and writings are still studied by
foremost experts hoping to decipher one of the numerous
secrets of this visionary artist. Studying nature with passion,
and all the independence proper to his character, he could
not fail to combine precision with liberty, and truth with
beauty. It is in this final emancipation, this perfect mastery of
modelling, of illumination, and of expression, this breadth and
freedom, that the master s raison d être and glory consist.
Others may have struck out new paths also; but none
travelled further or mounted higher than he.
Contains early biographical information and art criticism of
Leonardo da Vinci and his work.
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