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Using several case studies, regional overviews and thematic analyses, this book evaluates the pros and cons of
ecotourism for communities and ecosystems. Focusing on the Americas, it draws perspectives from private tour
operators, non-governmental conservation and development organizations, local and indigenous communities and
tourism researchers.
Genuine ecotourism can have many positve impacts, particularly the conservation of biodiversity and cultural heritage
and the creation of economic opportunities for local communities. While promoting these, it aims to eleminate negative
impacts such as environmental degradation, cultural commoditisation and playground effects. Unfortunately, the concept
is broadly misunderstood and its true definition is widely debated. It is often used as a marketing tool, with some
operators taking advantage of the ecotourism label to attract more business while behaving in environmentally
irresponsible ways. This book considers the important topic of quality control and accreditation in ecotourism, describing
the mechanisms that can be implemented to ensure quality in all aspects of the industry, namely protected areas,
businesses, producs and tour guides.
Ample of evidences are drawn out to support the argument "Conservation and development" that has to go hand in hand
to make it more sustainable. Particularly to say, conservation with meaningful people participation can only ensure better
achievement in the long-term goal of development without deteriorating the natural resources. This approach is
apparently justified by featured contribution of Nepalese protected areas in the local, regional and national conservation
cum development campaigns. Ecotourism in Protected area is an up-to-the minute program in most Protected Areas of
Nepal and can potentially open up new vistas when it comes to the economic harmony for all stakeholders. Spatial
occurrence of tourism products and socioeconomic context of local people tends to have vital role in the equal distribution
of benefits among local people. Much more efforts should be concentrated to keep it up viable in long run along with
periodic review of conservation policies and monitoring of nature-society nexus should be together Which could
contribute in the rational decision making process in every hierarchies.
This book describes the state of the art of tourism planning and management in national parks and protected areas. It
also provides guidelines for best practice in tourism operations. Other objectives are to: Describe case studies and
guidelines that contribute to conservation of biological diversity; consider the role of local communities within or near
these areas; outline the development of tourism infrastructure and services; discuss visitor management; provide
guidelines to enhance the quality of the tourism experience. The focus is global and the book will appeal to both
academics and practitioners.
In recent years, there is an increasing awareness on the need to sustain the environment and to protect it from the
various damages caused by human activities including tourism. Ecotourism is viewed as a panacea to protect the
environment from the negative impact of mass tourism and is considered as a sustainable option to bring employment,
income and livelihood opportunities for host communities. This book Ecotourism, Economics and Environment is a
compilation of research papers analyzing the economic, social, cultural and environmental impact of tourism in India. The
papers focus on the positive effect ecotourism can bring about in making tourism development environmental friendly and
sustainable. In general the essays included in this book covers the theoretical aspects related to ecotourism, with a
stress on practical issues from a developing countries standpoint and case studies that highlight the stumbling blocks for
migration from mass tourism to ecotourism in a developing nation.
Yellowstone National Park spans the states of Montana, Wyoming and Idaho in the USA. It is famous worldwide. Since
their creation in 1872, most 'protected natural areas' have been considered as probably the greatest achievement of
nature conservation. Many countries have such spaces within their territories and many visitors, native or foreign, use
some of their free time to get to know them. In this sense these spaces undertake to conserve nature and educate
society and give us a kind of cultural tourism that has grown considerably in recent decades. Cultural tourism today
specifically includes, along with cities, museums, monuments and rural traditions, the aim of 'getting to know nature'.
Protected natural areas are ideal for this. The tourism industry has realised this and so the value of the landscape and
natural resources is becoming increasingly recognised. This is a welcome development and represents a challenge for
tourism management, for environmental education and for dissemination of nature and conservation. This volume of the
series Tourism Today considers the evolving relationship between tourism and protected natural areas.
Ecotourism is new and rapidly growing niche market in tourism industry. It has implications on environment, economy
and culture. For this reason, protected areas are increasingly viewed as critical component of life support system and
expected to do more ecologically, economically and socially than they ever have before. With the boom in World tourism
market it is vital to assess protected areas in terms of their potential and relevance for ecotourism development to take
part of the mixed blessing of the segment. It is also imperative to weigh possible future challenges of ecotourism
development in these protected areas. Therefore, this book provides intrinsic view of ecotourism development in
protected areas from environmental, economical and socio-cultural perspectives
Ecotourism continues to be embraced as the antithesis of mass tourism because of its promise of achieving sustainability through
conservation mindedness, community development, education and learning, and the promotion of nature based activities that were
sensitive to both ecological and social systems. The extent to which this promise has been realised is open to debate. Focusing on
an array of economic, social and ecological inconsistencies that continue to plague ecotourism in theory and practice, the volume
examines ecotourism in reference to other related forms of tourism, impacts, conservation, sustainability, education and
interpretation, policy and governance, and the ethical imperative of ecotourism as these apply to the world’s greenest form of
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tourism. Ecotourism is a growing field attracting increasing attention from students and academics. Fennell provides an
authoritative and comprehensive review of the most important issues that continue to both plague ecotourism and make it one of
the most dynamic sectors in the tourism industry. It covers a comprehensive range of themes and geographical regions. Building
on the success of prior editions, Ecotourism has been revised throughout to incorporate recent research and benefits from the
introduction of real-life case studies and summaries of recent literature. An essential reference for those interested in Ecotourism,
the book is accessible to students but retains the depth required for use by researchers and practitioners in the field. New chapters
on the theory and application of animal ethics; community development in sustainable tourism; and education and learning in the
field have added further value to an already very comprehensive volume. This book will be of interest to students across a range of
disciplines including geography, economics, business, ethics, biology, and environmental studies.
In the face of rapid industrialisation in the last few decades, the tourism economy has blossomed into a major industry with positive
impacts such as economic growth, infrastructure development, employment, and income generation. However, tourism brings
negative environmental effects such as degradation of landscapes and habitats, increased vulnerability of avifauna and wildlife,
and pollution leading to the decline of species. Environmental Impacts of Tourism in Developing Nations is a pivotal reference
source that explores some of the critical challenges faced in the tourism economy particularly with regard to the impacts on the
environment in developing nations. It also explores the impact tourism plays in the biophysical environment such as the issue of
climate change. While highlighting topics such as environmental justice, ecosystems, and ecotourism, this book is ideally designed
for academicians, policymakers, environmentalists, tourism professionals, and graduate-level students seeking current research
on the environmental and economic impacts of tourism.
Responsible Tourism presents a wide variety of valuable lessons learned in responsible tourism initiatives in Southern Africa that
many tourism practitioners can use in their efforts to make the tourism sector work for the poor and for the environment.Dr Harsh
Varma, Director, Development Assistance Department, World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)For those interested in how tourism
can assist in the economic and social development of societies in need, Responsible Tourism effectively integrates scales and
types of knowledge to present an informative, stimulating perspective. It will be on my bookshelf.Steve McCool, Professor
Emeritus, Wildland Recreation Management, University of MontanaResponsible tourism is one of the most significant
contemporary issues for tourism scholars and practitioners alike. This useful and clearly written collection of new research
demonstrates the innovations in responsible tourism occurring within southern Africa and provides lessons for international
research and practice.Professor Christian Rogerson, University of Witwatersrand, South AfricaConservation efforts are often seen
to be in conflict with local livelihoods and resource use - the park versus people debate. Responsible tourism and Ecotourism are
often invoked as a third way that serve both ends. Yet do they actually work in practice?This volume delves deep into practice in
southern Africa, the hotbed of innovation on the issue, and provides a comprehensive, evidence-based examination of what works
and what fails, using a wealth of information from scholars and practitioners working in the region. This book opens with an
overview of the issues, looks at what sustainable and responsible tourism are in practice and how they may contribute to
conservation, poverty alleviation and local economic development. Part 1 examines policies and institutional activities in
responsible tourism by governments, donor agencies and nongovernmental organizations, and addresses the market for
responsible travel. Part 2 considers responsible nature-based tourism, the economics of wildlife tourism and ecotourism,
transfrontier conservation areas, ecological impacts of tourism and other issues. Part 3 looks at more detailed case studies of
community-based tourism projects, and highlights the reasons for successes and failures in this sector. The book concludes with a
synthesis of the key findings with implications for policy, destination planning, business management, and future private sector and
donor interventions.Published with the Southern African Sustainable Use Specialist Group (SASUSG) of IUCN
Tourism, Ecotourism, and Protected AreasThe State of Nature-based Tourism Around the World and Guidelines for Its
DevelopmentWorld Conservation UnionTourism, Ecotourism, and Protected AreasSustainable Tourism in Protected
AreasGuidelines for Planning and ManagementIUCN
Tourism has an essential role in terms of contributing to the financial sustainability of protected areas. In addition, through effective
and efficient benefit-sharing, tourism can positively impact numerous stakeholders within and beyond the protected area. Living on
the Edge: Benefit-Sharing from Protected Area Tourism highlights the complexity of benefit-sharing, the importance of identifying
all relevant stakeholders, the challenges of ensuring equity and sustainability, and the critical importance of good governance. The
evolution of benefit-sharing mechanisms over time also emphasizes a continuing need to evolve and adapt to each unique
situation as much evidence indicates that little has changed for those living on the edge. Although this book focuses on benefitsharing from protected area tourism, it is essential to acknowledge that along with these benefits are costs associated with
tourism, including possible increased local prices, loss of access to land, human–wildlife conflict, and other related costs. The
contributing authors agree that benefit-sharing must include good governance, accountability, equity, transparency, a broad reach
of stakeholder engagement, and a robust combination of tangible and intangible benefits – with recognition that benefit-sharing
systems need to be adaptive and evolve, as needed, according to the relevant situation. The chapters in this book were originally
published as a special issue of the Journal of Sustainable Tourism.
The Encyclopedia of Ecotourism provides an expert, state-of-the-art and comprehensive knowledge base of the rapidly growing
global ecotourism sector. It is divided into eight major sections, and contains 41 chapters, individually authored by international
researchers and practitioners in ecotourism. Each chapter combines theory and practice in a complementary way. The scope of
the encyclopedia includes definitions and other contextual material, regional perspectives, venues, impacts, planning and
management considerations, and issues associated with ecotourism businesses, research and training.
Can tourism really support conservation, by providing finance or political support for public, private or community protected areas?
This volume tests such claims through a continent-by-continent review of commercial tourism enterprises worldwide. The role of
conservation tourism is increasingly important as human populations expand and climate change intensifies.
"This manual, based on interviews with tourism companies, provides practical guidance on better ways of understanding the toursim industry.
It also details what can be expected from the tourism industry in terms of support for conservation"--Page 4 of cover.
Roy and Jan have assembled a timely snapshot of our current understanding of ecotourism, both as a concept worthy of scientific inquiry and
as an increasingly significant segment of global commerce and industry. A terrific piece of work! Sam Ham, University of Idaho, US In the 30
or so year since it became established in the tourism literature and in tourism practice, ecotourism has attracted as many proponents as
opponents. This Handbook now brings together some of the leading scholars worldwide in this field, to explore the current position of this
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form of tourism. In doing so, it offers serious critiques, it explores meanings and paradoxes, it offers best practices and it looks to the future. It
is the Handbook for one of tourisms fastest growing and controversial sectors. David Airey, University of Surrey, UK This is a most welcome
and needed book. With a very strong editorial team and contributing authors, the Handbook covers all the key issues of ecotourism. It cuts
through the confusion surrounding the much-misunderstood concept of ecotourism, clearly dealing with definitions, concepts and research
issues. The Handbook is particularly welcome for its focus on the visitor experience, a strength of the editors, and for clearly linking the theory
of ecotourism with practice in the field. Christopher Cooper, Oxford Brookes University, UK This Handbook brings together contributions from
over forty international experts in the field of ecotourism. It provides a critical review and discussion of current issues and concepts it
challenges readers to consider the boundaries of what ecotourism is, and could be. The Handbook provides practical information regarding
the business of ecotourism; insights into ecotourist behaviour and visitor experiences; and reflections on the practice of ecotourism in a range
of different contexts. The Handbook is designed to be a valuable reference book for tourism scholars and researchers.
This book describes the state of the art of tourism planning and management in national parks and protected areas. It also provides
guidelines for best practice in tourism operations.
This book is designed to illustrate many of the issues and approaches associated with sustainable tourism development, policy and research.
Included are case studies of tourism development using both quantitative and qualitative methods, analytical frameworks for managing
tourism and chapters addressing critical questions about the relationship between tourism and sustainability goals. As a whole, the book
demonstrates the many dimensions and topics associated with attempts to address the complex issues associated with sustainability and
tourism. Added in this second edition, are several new chapters that address emerging issues in management of tourism. Part I (Frameworks
and Approaches) discusses the need for integration of social and environmental issues in tourism development. Part II (Tourism and Place)
explicitly recognizes the importance of understanding the values and attributes of areas that become tourist destinations. Part III (Emerging
Issues in Culture and Tourism) illustrates that we live in a dynamic world, that what was once acceptable is no longer, that our mental models
of tourism development are in constant change and that researchers and policy makers must be alert to shifting public values and beliefs.
This part includes material on local attitudes, poverty alleviation, indigenous people and tourism, and a discussion about culture and tourism.
The book has 16 chapters and a subject index.
Tourism is good business, as it produces 4.4% of the world's GDP, and employs around 200 million people globally. It can also help the
sustainable management of protected areas, as a market-based alternative catering to the growing number of discriminating travelers trying
to find, understand and enjoy a natural environment. This publication is designed to assist protected area managers and other stakeholders in
the planning and management of protected areas, visitor recreation and the tourism industry, so that tourism can develop in a sustainable
fashion, while respecting local conditions and local communities.
'Ecotourism' outlines the phenomenon of Ecotourism; its sources and its development as a concept. Conservation issues are now at the
forefront of public opinion - Nature is calling us to its wilds and we are responding in droves. The decline of natural rainforests, loss of
endangered species, global warming and land degradation have galvanised public support for conservation. The interest in Ecotourism and
nature-orientated tourism has coincided with this worldwide concern Using relevant case studies, 'Ecotourism' examines the potential positive
social and environmental benefits of Ecotourism and is ideal for both students of tourism and practitioners within the tourism industry.
'Ecotourism' will also be of interest to environmental groups, land managers, academics and planners. Indeed anyone interested in examining
what Ecotourism is and how it may hold the potential to solve or at least mitigate several of the great problems of our age. An example being
arguably the greatest of these dilemmas: to satisfy human needs for employment, income and economic development, while at the same time
protecting the environment. Stephen Wearing and John Neil are both lecturers at the School of Tourism Studies, University of Technology,
Sydney, Australia.
An introduction to the concept of marine ecotourism, assessing its value as a sustainable development option. The first section examines the
major issues involved in planning and managing marine ecotourism. The second section examines a range of experiences, based on case
examples from around the world, of how those issues are being addressed in practice.

Tourism, internationally, is the largest economic sector both in terms of earnings and number of people employed.
Understandably, the economic advantages have led to the active promotion of tourism by governments and other
institutions, often independent of the consequences on the environment. The challenge is to balance the need for a low
impact on the environment and local culture, while helping to generate income, employment and the conservation of local
ecosystems. Sustainable tourism has to be both ecologically and culturally sensitive. This book contains papers
presented at the Third International Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Malta. The Meeting focused on
empirical work and case studies from around the world, and the book offers new insight and best practice guidance for
supporting sustainable tourism. Adopting a multi-disciplinary approach, this book examines the practice of sustainable
tourism from global travel trends through to destination and site management. Of interest to scientists, practitioners and
policy makers, the topics covered in this volume include: Art, culture and nature; Climate change and tourism; Coastal
issues; Community involvement; Ecological issues; IT and tourism; Modelling and estimates; Risk and safety; Rural
tourism; Tourism and protected areas; Tourism as a factor of development; Tourism as a tool of urban development;
Tourism impact; Tourism strategies.
"Focusing on fundamental ecotourism concepts, this broad-based textbook provides a basis for studies into
environmental-based tourism. It covers key topics such as the management, economics, and potential environmental
impacts, both positive and negative, of this popular and growing sector"--Publisher description.
Natural Area Tourism provides an authoritative and comprehensive account of tourism in natural, wild and protected
areas. The second edition contains an overview of key literature and new developments that have emerged since the
publication of the first edition more than a decade ago. Accordingly, this book will remain an invaluable resource and
review of the subject for many years to come.
Emerging professions in environmental conservation and habitat protection, growing number of courses in
forestry/natural resource management, and an increasing recognition of eco-tourism and protected areas management
calls for an appropriate reference that should enable amateur professionals to understand the various intricacies and
ramifications in the field and help those already in the profession by improving their knowledge. This book combines the
theoretical and practical knowledge of the authors and has been written in accordance with the above mentioned
objectives. The book deals with a gamut of activities associated with protected area management, including the
concepts, principles, history and movement of environmental conservation, classification of protected areas, planning
principles, strategies and guidelines for establishing protected areas management, natural resources and sustainable
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livelihood of resource dependent communities, tourism management in the protected areas, trend in eco-tourism-its
planning, management, evaluation and conservation. A glossary of technical terms has been included as the final chapter
to facilitate the comprehension of the key concepts.
Ecotourism and natural resource extraction may be seen as contradictory pursuits, yet in reality they often take place
side by side, sometimes even supported by the same institutions. Existing academic and policy literatures generally
overlook the phenomenon of ecotourism in areas concurrently affected by extraction industries, but such a scenario is in
fact increasingly common in resource-rich developing nations. This edited volume conceptualises and empirically
analyses the ‘ecotourism-extraction nexus’ within the context of broader rural and livelihood changes in the places
where these activities occur. The volume’s central premise is that these seemingly contradictory activities are empirically
and conceptually more alike than often imagined, and that they share common ground in ethnographic lived experiences
in rural settings and broader political economic structures of power and control. The book offers theoretical reflections on
why ecotourism and natural resource extraction are systematically decoupled, and epistemologically and analytically relinks them through ethnographic case studies drawing on research from around the world. It should be of interest to
students and professionals engaged in the disciplines of geography, anthropology and development studies.
Ecotourism has been credited with conserving biological and cultural diversity, alleviating rural poverty, increasing public
awareness of environmental concerns and strengthening ties between tourism operators and local populations. For these
reasons, ecotourism has grown in popularity with tourists as well as governmental development agencies and
conservation organizations. Over twenty years after its inception, it now needs to be asked: Does ecotourism measure up
to its environmental, social and economic ideals? Using detailed case studies, regional overviews and thematic analyses,
Ecotourism and Conservation in the Americas evaluates the pros and cons of ecotourism for communities and
ecosystems. Focusing particularly on the Americas, perspectives are drawn from private tour operators, nongovernmental conservation and development organizations, local and indigenous communities and tourism researchers.
Chapters discuss local benefits and conservation value through discussions of social impacts, the assessment of
conservation potential, environmental education and the setting and maintaining of standards.
Bringing together the diverse experiences of park agencies and managers, conservation NGO's and international
agencies this book examines the role of tourism in protected area management. Using case studies from around the
world it provides examples of successful partnerships between community, public and private sectors. It also explores
how tourism can be used as a management tool for financing protected areas. It concludes by summarizing the lessons
learnt and the challenges facing protected areas in the future.
The Routledge Handbook of Tourism and the Environmentexplores and critically evaluates the debates and
controversies inherent to tourism’s relationship with nature, especially pertinent at a time of major re-evaluation of our
relationship with the environment as a consequence of the environmental problems we now face. It brings together
leading specialists from range of disciplinary backgrounds and geographical regions, to provide state-of-the-art
theoretical reflection and empirical research on this complex relationship and future direction. The book is divided in to
five interrelated sections. Section one evaluates the philosophical basis, rationale and complexity of what is meant by the
term ‘environment’ considering the major influences in the construction of how we understand our surroundings and the
types of values we place upon them. Section two evaluates the types of eco-systems that are used as natural resources
for tourism and the negative and positive impacts upon them. Section three evaluates relevant environmental policy and
management mechanisms for the impacts of tourism on the natural environment. Section four focuses on the changing
tourism-environment relationship, and the types of tourism that have become established in the tourism industry, market
and policy. Section five, analyzes contemporary and future issues of the tourism-environment relationship, based upon
themes of environmental and social welfare. This timely book will provide an invaluable resource for all those with an
interest in tourism’s relationship with the natural environment, encouraging dialogue across disciplinary boundaries and
areas of study. The book is international in its focus, emphasizing that issues of tourism and the natural environment are
not only localized but transcend national boundaries that sometimes require both international and global responses. This
is essential reading for student, researchers and academics of Tourism as well as those of Geography, Environmental
Studies and Development Studies.
Drawing on case studies from Pacific Islands, Africa, Latin America and Southeast Asia, this book examines ecotourism
enterprises controlled by indigenous people in tribal reserves or protected areas. It compares indigenous ecotourism in
developed and developing counties and covers cultural ecotours, ecolodges, and bungalows, hunting and fishing tours,
cultural attractions and other nature-based facilities or services.
Critical Issues in Ecotourism seeks to shake the current stagnant literature on the subject of ecotourism out of a state of
complacency. Drawing upon emerging insights provided by pre-eminent scholars in the field it identifies and
comprehensively addresses current critical issues. Accessible to both academic and non-academic audiences, it
provides the reader with the following: * A critical, direct and hard hitting analysis of the real issues that apply to the field
of ecotourism *Contributions from prominent international scholars that address issues of relevance to a diverse and
international readership * Dissemination of the scholarly works of social and natural science addressing this field * A
collection of works by outstanding international scholars, in a comprehensively planned and integrated book
Incorporating rigorous scientific insights in specialised fields of research, for example, identifying and protecting critical
habits where tourists engage with endangered species, Critical Issues in Ecotourism is an important and ground breaking
contribution set to expose the increasingly mythologized field of ecotourism.
This research book is a landmark contribution to the rapidly growing field of wildlife tourism, especially in regard to its
underpinning foundations of science and conservation. Written by a number of environmental and biological scientists it
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explains the synergy between wildlife and tourism by drawing on their global experiences.
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