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Thomas Jefferson President And Philosopher
An international collection of the world's most distinguished historians and political
philosophers takes a fresh look at the political, legal, and philosophical contributions of
Thomas Jefferson. The insightful essays analyze and illuminate the sophisticated layers of the
political and legal thought of America's most influential and intellectually complex founder. With
contributors who include Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, Morton J. Frisch, Paul A. Rahe, James R.
Stoner, Robert K. Faulkner, John Zvesper, Howard Temperley, Robert A. Rutland, Raoul
Berger, Colin Bonwick, Peter J. Parish, Jeffrey Leigh Sedgewick, J. R. Pole, Richard King, and
Jean M. Yarborough, this is essential reading for historians and political philosophers.
A Summary View of the Rights of British America is a tract written before the United States
Declaration of Independence, in which are laid out a number of justifications for the Boston Tea
Party and the American Revolution. Thomas Jefferson (April 13 1743 - July 4, 1826) was an
American Founding Father, the principal author of the Declaration of Independence (1776),
and the third President of the United States (1801-1809). He was a spokesman for democracy,
and embraced the principles of republicanism and the rights of the individual with worldwide
influence. At the beginning of the American Revolution, he served in the Continental Congress,
representing Virginia, and then served as a wartime Governor of Virginia (1779-1781). In May
1785, he became the United States Minister to France and later the first United States
Secretary of State (1790-1793) serving under President George Washington. In opposition to
Alexander Hamilton's Federalism, Jefferson and his close friend, James Madison, organized
the Democratic-Republican Party, and later resigned from Washington's cabinet. Elected Vice
President in 1796, Jefferson opposed Adams, and with Madison secretly wrote the Kentucky
and Virginia Resolutions, which attempted to nullify the Alien and Sedition Acts. Elected
president in what Jefferson called the Revolution of 1800, he oversaw acquisition of the vast
Louisiana Territory from France (1803), and sent out the Lewis and Clark Expedition
(1804-1806), and later three others, to explore the new west. Jefferson doubled the size of the
United States during his presidency. His second term was beset with troubles at home, such
as the failed treason trial of his former Vice President Aaron Burr. When Britain threatened
American shipping challenging U.S. neutrality during its war with Napoleon, he tried economic
warfare with his embargo laws. But it only damaged American trade. In 1803, President
Jefferson initiated a process of Indian tribal removal to the Louisiana Territory west of the
Mississippi River, having opened lands for eventual American settlers. In 1807 Jefferson
drafted and signed into law a bill that banned slave importation into the United States. A leader
in the Enlightenment, Jefferson was a polymath in the arts, sciences, and politics. Considered
an important architect in the classical tradition, he designed his home Monticello and other
notable buildings. Jefferson was keenly interested in science, invention, architecture, religion,
and philosophy; he was an active member and eventual president of the American
Philosophical Society. He was conversant in French, Greek, Italian, Latin, and Spanish, and
studied other languages and linguistics, interests which led him to found the University of
Virginia after his presidency. Although not a notable orator, Jefferson was a skilled writer and
corresponded with many influential people in America and Europe throughout his adult life.
After Martha Jefferson, his wife of eleven years, died in 1782, Jefferson kept his promise to her
that he would never remarry. Their marriage had produced six children, of whom two survived
to adulthood. As long as he lived, Jefferson expressed opposition to slavery, yet he owned
hundreds of slaves and freed only a few of them. Historians generally believe that after the
death of his wife Jefferson had a long-term relationship with his slave, Sally Hemings, and
fathered some or all of her children. Although criticized by many present-day scholars over the
issues of racism and slavery, Jefferson is consistently rated as one of the greatest U.S.
presidents.
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Detailed account of this man's remarkable life: as governor of Virginia, years in Paris, as
Washington's secretary of state, life in retirement, and more. First draft of the Declaration of
Independence is included.
Did you know that Thomas Jefferson rewrote the Bible? Although one can speak of Thomas
Jefferson in a tediously factual way, he was an enigma. Historically, he is noted for writing the
Declaration of Independence, which was a daring and courageous statement of the rights of
Americans and, indeed, of all people. Hidden beneath the many cloaks of legalistic
terminologies that he was fond of using, all the strengths and vulnerabilities of Jefferson as a
man were there too. Like many people of today, he had a difficult childhood. He also liked to
party while in college and loved to play the fiddle. The names of his friends and colleagues are
featured in all the history books of yesteryear and today-Patrick Henry, John Adams, George
Washington, Lewis and Clark, Benjamin Harrison, and Lafayette. Thomas Jefferson also knew
the scoundrels of the day like Benedict Arnold and Aaron Burr. He was not only a lawyer, a
statesman, and a founding father of the USA, but a political and moral philosopher. He even
rewrote the Bible. But that's not all... This captivating history book covers topics such as:
Young Jefferson Leaps into Adulthood "Two if by sea!" - Jefferson: Evolution into a
Revolutionary Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence The "War" Governor of Virginia
The Many Roles of Thomas Jefferson 1785-1800 The Third President of the US Jefferson ReElected in 1804 Intellectual, Writer, Farmer And much more! So if you want to learn more
about the remarkable life of Thomas Jefferson, click "add to cart"!
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) was the third President of the United States and the principal
author of the Declaration of Independence. Jefferson was one of the most influential Founding
Fathers, known for his promotion of the ideals of republicanism and democracy in the United
States.
JEFFERStW AMD MADISON The Great Collaboration BY Adrienne Koch New York Alfred A.
Knopf 1950 THIS IS A BORZOI BOOK, PUBLISHED BY ALFRED A. KNOPF, INC. Copyright
1950 by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in
any form without per mission in writing from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote
brief passages in a review to be printed in a magazine or newspaper. Published
simultaneously in Canada by McClelland Stewart Limited. Manufactured in the United States of
America, FIRST EDITION To EISA AND McNEIL LOWRY PREFACE LONG STUDY of the
philosophy of Thomas Jefferson con vinced me of the need for further research into the devel
opment of Jeffersons thought. And this became impossible without a systematic study of the
friendship of Jefferson and Madison in working out a comprehensive ideology of democracy.
Here were two men who had been joined in an intimate and congenial partnership for a period
of almost fifty years. Their philosophic principles and political pur suits could not be isolated
from the larger setting of their friendly collaboration and it was thus that Jefferson and Madison
developed. A study, then, in the history of ideas, the book explores more fully than before the
political theory that Jefferson and Madison jointly professed, and indicates their charac teristic
differences as well as their basic agreement about political values. Their massive writings have
often been consulted separately to throw light on one or the other man. Now the
correspondence has been studied for the interplay of ideas between the two greatest
philosopher statesmen of the American Enlightenment. The spotlight is on ideas and the
interrelationsof two minds. The ines capable conclusion of this investigation is that the political
philosophy known simply as JtSersonhn s actually an amalgam of ideas, which owes very
much to James Madison. Jefferson and Madison must inevitably cut across neat vn Preface
academic boundaries in its effort to illuminate the philoso phy of democracy in a significant
historical context. It in no way substitutes for conscientious and full-length biographies of
Jefferson and Madison, nor they for it. The present gen eration will be given two rounded and
detailed biographies, one of Jefferson by Dumas Malone and one of Madison by Irving Brant.
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But their work is clearly different from a study of the unique relationship of Jefferson and
Madison in for mulating the principles of democracy and in attempting to realize their ideals.
The material for this interpretation of Jefferson and Madison comes largely from research in
the primary sources. The great historical undertaking now in progress at Princeton, the editing
of The Papers of Tliomas Jeffer son, will in time make it obvious that close investigation of a
vast body of manuscripts is essential for any genuine study of the philosophy and career of
Jefferson, not in the interest of a cult of antiquarianism or out of some special pose of historic
purism, but for a more authentic presentation of the American political tradition. It was
necessary, even for the limited purposes of this study, to delve deeply into, the manuscript
collections of Jefferson and Madison in the Li brary of Congress, and to fill in important gaps by
consult ing photostats at Princeton of other manuscripts. It was natural that this extensive
research into unpub lished primary sourcesshould yield significant new facts. Some of the new
information provides missing links in otherwise imperfectly known episodes. My account of The
Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions for example, embod ies several discoveries that permit a
more accurate version of the crucial roles played by Jefferson and Madison. An other example
is the account of their detailed collaboration on the University of Virginia a relationship that has
not viii Preface previously been properly assessed...
Over the course of more than six decades as an author, journalist, and professor, Max Lerner
studied and assessed many presidents, yet Thomas Jefferson received his most sustained
attention. To Lerner, Jefferson came closest in the American context to Plato’s "philosopherking," the ideal thinker and leader. Because of his keen sense of Jefferson’s virtues and his
unique place in United States history, Lerner began work on a book about Jefferson in 1957,
rewriting it several times throughout his life, always with the intention of introducing general
readers to "a thinker and public figure of enduring pertinence." In this volume, Lerner uses the
facts of Jefferson’s life and work as the springboard to insightful analysis and informed
assessment. In considering Jefferson, Lerner combines biographical information, historical
background, and analytical commentary. The result is a biographical-interpretive volume, a
primer about Jefferson that not only describes his accomplishments, but discusses his
problems and failures. As political figures have declined in esteem in recent decades, the
media has probed deeper into previously private lives. Historians, biographers, and others
have revealed personal details about deceased prominent figures. Two centuries after he
helped create America, Jefferson remains a figure of enduring fascination within academic
circles and beyond. Max Lerner helps explain and clarify not only this unending fascination, but
the timeless relevance of the nation’s devoutly democratic yet singularly authentic
"philosopher-king."

"While President Jefferson's addresses are well known, the extent to which they
were published and distributed, and the responses to them by both individuals
and governments, has not previously been considered. In a world where the new
republican government of the United States represented a major departure from
the dominant monarchical governments of Europe, the recognition given to
Jefferson's inaugural addresses in Europe and elsewhere is of considerable
significance. His addresses were widely published in newspapers and journals
not only in the United States and Canada, but also in Great Britain, France, Italy,
and other European states, as well as later republished in South America.".
Thomas Jefferson had a profoundly advanced educational vision that went hand
in hand with his political philosophy - each of which served the goal of human
flourishing. His republicanism marked a break with the conservatism of traditional
non-representative governments, characterized by birth and wealth and in
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neglect of the wants and needs of the people. Instead, Jefferson proposed social
reforms which would allow people to express themselves freely, dictate their own
course in life, and oversee their elected representatives. His educational vision
aimed to instantiate a progressive social climate only dreamed of by utopists
such as Thomas More, James Harrington and Louis-Sébastian Mercier. This
book offers a critical articulation of the philosophy behind Jefferson’s thoughts on
education. Divided into three parts, chapters include an analysis of his views on
elementary and higher education, an investigation of education for both the moralsense and rational faculty, and an examination of education as lifelong learning.
Jefferson’s educational rationale was economic, political and philosophical, and
his systemic approach to education conveys a systemic, economic approach to
living, with strong affinities to Stoicism. Thomas Jefferson’s Philosophy of
Education will be key reading for philosophers, historians and postgraduate
students of education, the history of education and philosophy.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most
of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate)
has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
While Jefferson is responsible for a voluminous body of literature, this is the first
time an editor has focused principally on his comments regarding war and
revolution. The format of the selected letters, as Jefferson wrote them, is
preserved whenever possible, and they are presented for the interest of a
general readership as well as for students of military, diplomatic, or political
history. The addressees are identified, particularly those who have been lost to
history, and, where indicated, explanatory notes are provided to assist the reader
in placing the correspondence in its particula.
The most comprehensive one-volume selection of Jefferson ever published.
Contains the "Autobiography," "Notes on the State of Virginia," public and private
papers, including the original and revised drafts of the Declaration of
Independence, addresses, and 287 letters. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an
independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our
nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print,
America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series
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includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that average
1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers,
and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.
Biographical information on Thomas Jefferson, with an assessment of his
accomplishments and legacy as a president. Includes images, teaching
resources, and links to other sites.
As one of the founding fathers of America, and the third president, Thomas
Jefferson is without doubt one of the most influential men in US history. His views
transcended the world of politics and into the realms of philosophy. Generally
known as one of the greatest US presidents of all time, from reading Jefferson’s
words it is easy to see why. His free thinking philosophy and overall respect for
his fellow man is evident in much of what he said. This book brings together
some of the most interesting quotes from Jefferson to give you a further insight
into the mind of one of the most important figures in American history.
While in office from 1801-1809, Thomas Jefferson created homemade scrapbooks of hundreds
of poems about national pride, family, and romantic love. He gave the books as gifts to his
granddaughters and for nearly 200 years it was believed the girls had compiled the collections
themselves.
A definitive compilation of Jeffersonian writings, quotations, and other words of wisdom
furnishes hundreds of pronouncements on nearly five hundred different subjects, all organized
alphabetically by topic, accompanied by Jefferson's reflections on his contemporaries, his own
life, and career, as well as the thoughts of his colleagues on him.
Musaicum Books presents to you this carefully created volume of "The Greatest Works of
Thomas Paine: 39 Books in One Edition". This ebook has been designed and formatted to the
highest digital standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. Contents: Common Sense
The American Crisis The Rights of Man The Age of Reason The Republican Proclamation To
the Authors of "Le Républicain" To the Abbé Sièyes To the Attorney General To Mr. Secretary
Dundas Letters to Onslow Cranley To the Sheriff of the County of Sussex To Mr. Secretary
Dundas Letter Addressed to the Addressers on the Late Proclamation Address to the People
of France Anti-Monarchal Essay for the Use of New Republicans To the Attorney General, on
the Prosecution against the Second Part On the Propriety of Bringing Louis XIV to Trial
Reasons for Preserving the Life of Louis Capet Shall Louis XVI have Respite? Declaration of
Rights Private Letters to Jefferson Letter to Danton A Citizen of America to the Citizens of
Europe Appeal to the Convention The Memorial to Monroe Letter to George Washington
Observations Dissertation on First Principles of Government The Constitution of 1795 The
Decline and Fall of the English System of Finance Forgetfulness Agrarian Justice The
Eighteenth Fructidor The Recall of Monroe Private Letter to President Jefferson Proposal that
Louisiana be Purchased Thomas Paine to the Citizens of the United States To the French
Inhabitants of Louisiana A Letter Addressed to the Abbe Raynal The Life of Thomas Paine by
Moncure D. Conway Thomas Paine (1737-1809) was an English-American political activist,
philosopher, political theorist, and revolutionary. One of the Founding Fathers of the United
States, he authored the two most influential pamphlets at the start of the American Revolution,
and he inspired the rebels in 1776 to declare independence from Britain. Paine's ideas
reflected Enlightenment-era rhetoric of transnational human rights.
This volume inaugurates the definitive edition of papers from Thomas Jefferson's retirement.
As the volume opens, a new president is installed and Jefferson is anticipating his return to
Virginia, where he will pursue a fascinating range of personal and intellectual activities. He
prepares for his final departure from Washington by settling accounts and borrowing to pay his
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creditors. At Monticello he tells of his efforts to restore order at his mismanaged mill complex,
breed merino sheep, and otherwise resume full control of his financial and agricultural affairs.
Though he is entering retirement, he still has one foot firmly planted in the world of public
affairs. He acknowledges a flood of accolades on his retirement and has frequent exchanges
with President James Madison. While fielding written requests for money, favors, and advice
from a kaleidoscopic array of relatives, acquaintances, strangers, cranks, anonymous writers,
and a blackmailer, he maintains a wide and varied correspondence with scientists and scholars
on both sides of the Atlantic. The volume's highlights include first-hand accounts of Jefferson's
demeanor at his successor's inauguration and one of the most detailed descriptions of life at
Monticello by a visitor; Jefferson's recommendations on book purchases to a literary club and a
teacher; chemical analyses of tobacco by a French scientist that first isolated nicotine; the
earliest descriptions of the death of Meriwether Lewis; one of Jefferson's most eloquent calls
for religious tolerance; and his modest assessment of the value of his writings in reply to a
printer interested in publishing them.
A biography of the third president and author of the Declaration of Independence.
A biography of a statesman, lawyer, architect, inventor, scholar, and President which includes
his roles as husband, father, and doting grandfather in private life.
An account of successive legal theories in England and America against a background of the
varieties of natural law in the ancient, medieval and modern worlds. The outcome in Legal
Realism provides insight into contemporary issues in law and the judicial process and their
relation to moral philosophy. As Levy shows, legal theory has always been inspired by forces
outside the law in philosophy and politics. In England the philosophy of Utilitarianism as
expounded by Bentham and Austin brought legal positivism into prominence as an alternative
to natural law. In the United States the philosophy of pragmatism spearheaded by James and
Dewey and shared by Justice Holmes gave the functional turn resulting in the movement of
Legal Realism. After sketching the background of varieties of natural law in the ancient,
medieval, and modern worlds, Levy presents leading figures and trends in England and the
United States. The book is written so as to be intelligible to lawyers, philosophers, and
students of cultural history and social science.
Thomas Jefferson, author of the American Declaration of Independence, first Secretary of
State, second Vice-President, and third President of the United States, was the premier
halberdier of the Enlightenment in America. Minister to France, 1784-89, Jefferson was linked
in many ways to the French Revolution and its stupendous sequel. He finally travelled (mainly
along French roads - see the Ideologues as an example) so far from his 'Lockean' origins that
he verged on the work of William James and Sigmund Freud. One of the most powerful
American Presidents, and longtime president of the American Philosophical Association, this
polymath man of action has long been wrongly perceived to have been a barmy eccentric,
pitifully yearning for an unattainable Arcadia. This book's studies go far to make it possible,
finally, to understand Thomas Jefferson.
An account of Jefferson's life highlighting his many accomplishments as governor, architect,
gardener, inventor, and president.
Volume 2 in the collected messages and papers of the Presidents, as prepared under the
direction of the Joint Committee on Printing, of the House and Senate.
Philosopher, diplomat, politician, inventor, writer, architect, even gardener, from a historical
perspective Thomas Jefferson emerges as an extraordinary individual one who was clearly
many things to many people. But, too, precisely because of these same collective endeavors,
he has become so much a part of America's ongoing search for itself, so deeply entwined in
the tapestry of America's grand democratic experiment, that, in many instances, succeeding
generations have been largely unable to picture him clearly and objectively in his own life and
times. The most comprehensive portrait of the founding fathers can be seen in their personal
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letters and journal entries. Jefferson is no exception, and those he wrote concerning war and
revolution through many of the most critical episodes in early American history are of singular
importance. The format of the letters has been preserved whenever possible and, collectively,
they provide a unique glimpse into the character and thought processes of Jefferson, warrior
and revolutionary. Whether he is writing to peers such as James Madison, Patrick Henry and
George Washington, to French associates such as the Marquis de Lafayette and Hector St.
John de Crevecoeur, or even to British adversaries such as the American traitor Benedict
Arnold and Sir Guy Carleton, the British Governor of Canada, Jefferson demonstrates a
striking understanding of the issues. And whether the subject might be an argument for
national retaliation, the treatment of prisoners of war or the application of blockades in naval
engagements, he writes with remarkable clarity, insight and eloquence. As the text presents, in
their entirety, the original written correspondence which succeeding generations of historians
have repeatedly cited as the basis for the interpretation of events or conclusions of fact,
Thoughts on War and Revolution is both a comprehensive reference resource, as well as a
unique supplement to the existing literature.
"The Papers of Thomas Jefferson is a projected 60-volume series containing not only the
18,000 letters written by Jefferson but also, in full or in summary, the more than 25,000 letters
written to him. Including documents of historical significance as well as private notes not
closely examined until their publication in the Papers, this series is an unmatched source of
scholarship on the nation's third president"--Publisher's description.
"The Papers of Thomas Jefferson is a projected 60-volume series containing not only the
18,000 letters written by Jefferson but also, in full or in summary, the more than 25,000 letters
written to him. Including documents of historical significance as well as private notes not
closely examined until their publication in the Papers, this series is an unmatched source of
scholarship on the nation's third president."--Publisher description.
Thomas Jefferson (April 13, 1743 - July 4, 1826) was an American statesman, diplomat,
lawyer, architect, philosopher, and Founding Father who served as the third president of the
United States from 1801 to 1809. He had previously served as the second vice president of the
United States under John Adams between 1797 and 1801. The principal author of the
Declaration of Independence, Jefferson was a proponent of democracy, republicanism, and
individual rights, motivating American colonists to break from the Kingdom of Great Britain and
form a new nation; he produced formative documents and decisions at both the state and
national levels. Inside, you will read about: His Life, His Loves, His Legacy The Son of Virginia
Jefferson the Patriot Jefferson in Paris Jefferson the Politician Jefferson the President
Jefferson at Home

The largest figures of any statue in the world are located in the tribute to four great
American Presidents known as Mount Rushmore National Memorial. The head of
Washington is about 60 feet (18 m) high--to the scale of a person 465 feet (142 m) tall!
From Doane Robinson's dream of a South Dakota monument to Western heroes to
Gutzon Borglum's eternal tribute to a nation dedicated to democracy, the story of Mount
Rushmore is a fascinating study in history, politics, personalities and perseverance.
Thomas JeffersonPhilosopher and PresidentFirst Biographies
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been
housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
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no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages,
poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Philosopher, diplomat, politician, inventor, writer, architect, even gardener, from a
historical perspective Thomas Jefferson emerges as an extraordinary individual. This is
the first time an editor has focused principally on his comments regarding his time while
serving as minister to France from 1784 to 1789. He was clearly many things to many
people, but precisely because of these multifaceted endeavors, he has become so
deeply entwined in the tapestry of America's grand democratic experiment that the
quest to picture him clearly and objectively in his own life and times remains arguably
elusive.The most comprehensive portrait of the American founding fathers can be seen
in their personal letters and journal entries. Jefferson is certainly no exception, and
those he wrote during his service as American minister to France - through many of the
most critical episodes in both French and American history - are of singular importance.
The format of the letters has been preserved whenever possible and, collectively, they
provide a unique glimpse into the character and thought processes of Jefferson the
diplomat.While Thomas Jefferson is responsible for a voluminous body of literature, this
is the first time an editor has focused principally on his correspondence while serving as
minister to France. The format of the selected letters, as Jefferson wrote them, is
preserved whenever possible, and they are presented for the interest of a general
readership as well as for students of military, diplomatic, or political history.The
addressees are identified, particularly those who have been lost to history, and, where
indicated, explanatory notes are provided to assist the reader in placing the
correspondence in its particular historical, political, or conceptual context. Readers are
encouraged to arrive at their own conclusions as to the intention of a specific piece of
correspondence.After serving as a member Virginia House of Burgesses, the
Continental Congress, and as governor of Virginia, in 1784, Thomas Jefferson was
again called into public service: to France, first as trade commissioner and then as
Benjamin Franklin's successor as minister. To be sure, he emerged as an excellent
ambassador, for he had the same capacity to combine symbolic and practical
representation that made Franklin's stay in France such an important episode in FrancoAmerican relations. In a court almost paralyzed by ceremony and bored with excesses
in dress and ornamentation, Jefferson's republican asceticism, his directness and
apparent candor, lent him a distinction and significance which no amount of
modishness could have gained for him.By design, Dr. Woods has elected to approach
Jefferson's time in France from more of a documentary perspective, an interesting
journey, to say the least. For whether he is writing to peers such as James Madison,
Patrick Henry, and George Washington; to French associates such as the Marquis de
Lafayette and Hector St. John de Crevecoeur; or even to his more social acquaintances
such as Maria Cosway and Abigail Adams, Jefferson writes with, at times, surprising
candor. And whether the subject might be an impassioned argument against
Federalism, addressing the detail of international trade agreements, or even
commenting on botany and agricultural issues, his words reflect remarkable clarity,
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insight, and eloquence.As the text presents, in their entirety, the original written
correspondence which succeeding generations of historians have repeatedly cited as
the basis for their interpretation of events or conclusions of fact, Thomas Jefferson:
Diplomatic Correspondence, Paris, 1784-1789moves a step further, emerging as both a
comprehensive reference resource and a unique supplement to the existing literature.
The Retirement Series documents Jefferson's written legacy between his return to
private life on 4 March 1809 and his death on 4 July 1826. During this period Jefferson
founded the University of Virginia and sold his extraordinary library to the nation, but his
greatest legacy from these years is the astonishing depth and breadth of his
correspondence with statesmen, inventors, scientists, philosophers, and ordinary
citizens on topics spanning virtually every field of human endeavor.--From publisher
description.
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