Get Free Theory Construction And Model Building
Skills A Practical Guide For Social Scientists
Methodology In The Social Sciences

Theory Construction And Model
Building Skills A Practical Guide
For Social Scientists Methodology
In The Social Sciences

This study brings together internationally renowned
academics to provide a detailed insight into the
theory and practice of state-building. State-building
is one of the dominant themes in contemporary
international relations. This text addresses both the
theoretical logic behind state-building and key
practical manifestations of this phenomenon. Unlike
‘how-to’ manuals that seek to identify best practice,
this book interrogates the normative assumptions
inherent in this practice and the manner in which
state-building impacts on contemporary international
relations. The logic of state-building is explored and
analyzed providing insight into the historical context
that catalyzed this process, the relationship between
international law and the practice of international
administration, and the political ramifications and
implications of external governance. Case studies on
Bosnia, Kosovo and East Timor provide practical
examples of key contradictions within the statebuilding process, highlighting the lack of
accountability, democracy and vision manifest in
these operations. Offering a coherent critical
Page 1/28

Get Free Theory Construction And Model Building
Skills A Practical Guide For Social Scientists
Methodology In The Social Sciences
analysis of an increasingly important international
issue, State-Building will appeal to students and
scholars of international relations, comparative
politics and political theory.
In recent years, the rapid pace of tall building
construction has fostered a certain kind of
placelessness, with many new tall buildings being
built out of scale, context and place. By analyzing
hundreds of tall buildings and by providing hundreds
of visuals that inspire, stimulate and engage,
Understanding Tall Buildings contends that welldesigned tall buildings can rejuvenate cities, ignite
economic activity, support social life and boost city
pride. Although this book does not claim to possess
all the solutions, it does propose specific tall building
design guidelines that may help to promote
placemaking. Through this work, it is the author’s
hope that ill-conceived developments will become
less common in the future and that good
placemaking will become the norm, not the
exception. This book is a must-read for students and
practitioners working to create better tall buildings
and better urban environments.
This book presents a method for bringing data
analysis and statistical technique into line with
theory. The author begins by describing the
elaboration model for analyzing the empirical
association between variables. She then introduces
a new concept into this model, the focal relationship.
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Building upon the focal relationship as the
cornerstone for all subsequent analysis, two analytic
strategies are developed to establish its internal
validity: an exclusionary strategy to eliminate
alternative explanations, and an inclusive strategy
which looks at the interconnected set of relationships
predicted by theory. Using real examples of social
research, the author demonstrates the use of this
approach for two common forms of analysis, multiple
linear regression and logistic regression. Whether
learning data analysis for the first time or adding new
techniques to your repertoire, this book provides an
excellent basis for theory-based data analysis.
Meeting a crucial need for graduate students and
newly minted researchers, this innovative text
provides hands-on tools for generating ideas and
translating them into formal theories. It is illustrated
with numerous practical examples drawn from
multiple social science disciplines and research
settings. The authors offer clear guidance for
defining constructs, thinking through relationships
and processes that link constructs, and deriving new
theoretical models (or building on existing ones)
based on those relationships. Step by step, they
show readers how to use causal analysis,
mathematical modeling, simulations, and grounded
and emergent approaches to theory construction. A
chapter on writing about theories contains invaluable
advice on crafting effective papers and grant
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applications. Useful pedagogical features in every
chapter include: *Application exercises and concept
exercises. *Lists of key terms and engaging topical
boxes. *Annotated suggestions for further reading.
This accessible, hands-on text has now been revised
and updated, with expanded coverage of topics
including how theory may emerge from exploratory
data analysis. The book prepares graduate students,
new researchers, and even seasoned investigators
to develop their own theories and build on existing
ones. Concrete strategies are provided to help
readers generate ideas, define constructs, and think
through relationships and processes that link
constructs. Compelling examples from multiple
disciplines illustrate the use of quantitative,
qualitative, and mixed methods orientations to theory
construction. The text also offers practical advice for
writing effectively about theories in papers and grant
applications. Readers learn by doing via application
and concept exercises, demonstration boxes, and
practical guidelines. The extensive companion
website includes (www.theory-construction.com)
PowerPoint slides of all of the book's figures, primers
on advanced topics, video demonstrations,
supplemental exercises, and other resources. New
to This Edition *Emergent theory is now covered in
mixed methods as well as qualitative approaches,
plus in a new chapter on exploratory quantitative
methods that can help generate new theory through
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data mining. *Chapter on whether and how to revise
a theory when faced with disconfirmatory data. *Two
chapters on the theoretical underpinnings of
measurement practices. *New or expanded
discussions of what constitutes a theoretical
contribution, conceptual logic models, thought
experiments, and more. Pedagogical Features
*Application and concept exercises in every chapter.
*Lists of key terms and engaging topical boxes.
*Annotated suggestions for further reading. *New
companion website with rich resources for students
and instructors. *Chapters stand on their own and
can be used in any order.
Retirement portfolio guidance for finance
professionals Retirement is one of the most
important parts of the financial planning process. Yet
only two percent of financial advisors describe
themselves as competent in retirement planning.
Constructing a retirement portfolio is viewed as a
difficult endeavor, and the demands facing financial
advisors responsible for this task continue to grow.
The pressures are particularly intense due to events
such as the financial crisis and oncoming rush of
retiring baby boomers. It is imperative that financial
advisors be equipped and ready to create
appropriate retirement portfolios. That's why Michael
Zwecher-a leading expert on retirement income-has
created Retirement Portfolios. Examines how
portfolios should be prepped in advance so that the
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transition from "working" portfolio to retirement
portfolio is smooth and seamless Outlines how to
create a portfolio that will provide income, continue
to generate growth, and protect assets from disaster
Details the differences in managing a retirement
portfolio versus managing portfolios during asset
accumulation years The ability to create retirement
portfolios and manage their risks are skills you must
possess to be an effective financial advisor.
Retirement Portfolios will help you develop these
essential skills and gain a better understanding of
the entire process.
Communication within project-based environments
presents special challenges. This is especially true
within the construction industry, where interaction
tends to be characterised by unfamiliar groups of
people coming together for short periods before
disbanding to work on other endeavours. This book
examines communication at a number of levels
ranging from interpersonal interactions between
project participants to corporate communication
between organizations. Several non-typical
perspectives on the process of communication are
introduced to encourage the reader to think about
communication in a more innovative manner. The
combination of differing perspectives illustrates the
diversity of communication problems facing those
working within project-based environments. Practical
guidance is provided on possible solutions to
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communication problems, and a number of
examples and case studies are presented.
Pollock describes an exciting theory of rationality
and its partial implementation in OSCAR, a computer
system whose descendants will literally be persons.
Professor Little presents an introduction to the
philosophy of social science with an emphasis on the
central forms of explanation in social science: rationalintentional, causal, functional, structural, materialist,
statistical and interpretive. The book is very strong on
recent developments, particularly in its treatment of
rational choice theory, microfoundations for social
explanation, the idea of supervenience, functionalism,
and current discussions of relativism.Of special interest
is Professor Little's insight that, like the philosophy of
natural science, the philosophy of social science can
profit from examining actual scientific examples.
Throughout the book, philosophical theory is integrated
with recent empirical work on both agrarian and industrial
society drawn from political science, sociology,
geography, anthropology, and economics.Clearly written
and well structured, this text provides the logical and
conceptual tools necessary for dealing with the debates
at the cutting edge of contemporary philosophy of social
science. It will prove indispensible for philosophers,
social scientists and their students.
The main idea of this book is that to comprehend the
instructional potential of simulation and to design
effective simulation-based learning environments, one
has to consider both what happens inside the computer
and inside the students' minds. The framework adopted
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to do this is model-centered
learning,
in which simulation
is seen as particularly effective when learning requires a
restructuring of the individual mental models of the
students, as in conceptual change. Mental models are by
themeselves simulations, and thus simulation models
can extend our biological capacity to carry out simulative
reasoning. For this reason, recent approaches in
cognitive science like embodied cognition and the
extended mind hypothesis are also considered in the
book.. A conceptual model called the “epistemic
simulation cycle” is proposed as a blueprint for the
comprehension of the cognitive activies involved in
simulation-based learning and for instructional design.
This two-volume handbook on current best-practices in
quantitative methods as practiced in the social,
behavioral, and educational sciences covers
philosophical and ethical issues, theory construction,
model building and types of models, survey and
experiment design, measurement issues, observational
methods, statistical methods, types of analysis, types of
data, and common research fallacies.
Construction Management: Theory and Practice is a
comprehensive textbook for budding construction
managers. The range of coverage makes the book
essential reading for students studying management
courses in all construction related disciplines and ideal
reading for those with non-cognate degrees studying
construction management masters courses, giving them
a broad base of understanding about the industry. Part I
outlines the main industry players and their roles in
relation to the Construction Manager. Part II covers
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management theory,
and team working
strategies. Part III details financial aspects including:
sources of finance, appraisal and estimating,
construction economics, whole life costing and life cycle
analysis, bidding and tendering as well as procurement
methods, types of contracts and project costing. Part IV
covers construction operations management and issues
such as supply chain management, health and safety,
waste, quality and environmental management. Part V
covers issues such as marketing, strategy, HRM, health,
stress and well-being. Part VI concludes the book with
reflections on the future of the industry in relation to the
environment and sustainability and the role of the
industry and its managers. The book keeps the
discussion of current hot topics such as building
information modelling (BIM), sustainability, and health
and well-being included throughout and is packed with
useful figures, tables and case studies from industry.
You can use this book to design a house for yourself with
your family; you can use it to work with your neighbors to
improve your town and neighborhood; you can use it to
design an office, or a workshop, or a public building. And
you can use it to guide you in the actual process of
construction. After a ten-year silence, Christopher
Alexander and his colleagues at the Center for
Environmental Structure are now publishing a major
statement in the form of three books which will, in their
words, "lay the basis for an entirely new approach to
architecture, building and planning, which will we hope
replace existing ideas and practices entirely." The three
books are The Timeless Way of Building, The Oregon
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Experiment, andInthis
book,
A Pattern
Language. At the
core of these books is the idea that people should design
for themselves their own houses, streets, and
communities. This idea may be radical (it implies a
radical transformation of the architectural profession) but
it comes simply from the observation that most of the
wonderful places of the world were not made by
architects but by the people. At the core of the books,
too, is the point that in designing their environments
people always rely on certain "languages," which, like
the languages we speak, allow them to articulate and
communicate an infinite variety of designs within a forma
system which gives them coherence. This book provides
a language of this kind. It will enable a person to make a
design for almost any kind of building, or any part of the
built environment. "Patterns," the units of this language,
are answers to design problems (How high should a
window sill be? How many stories should a building
have? How much space in a neighborhood should be
devoted to grass and trees?). More than 250 of the
patterns in this pattern language are given: each consists
of a problem statement, a discussion of the problem with
an illustration, and a solution. As the authors say in their
introduction, many of the patterns are archetypal, so
deeply rooted in the nature of things that it seemly likely
that they will be a part of human nature, and human
action, as much in five hundred years as they are today.
The brain is a fearsomely complex informationprocessing environment--one that often eludes our ability
to understand it. At any given time, the brain is collecting,
filtering, and analyzing information and, in response,
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Sciences some of which
performing countless
are automatic, some voluntary, some conscious, and
some unconscious.Cognitive neuroscience is one of the
ways we have to understand the workings of our minds.
It's the study of the brain biology behind our mental
functions: a collection of methods--like brain scanning
and computational modeling--combined with a way of
looking at psychological phenomena and discovering
where, why, and how the brain makes them
happen.Want to know more? Mind Hacks is a collection
of probes into the moment-by-moment works of the
brain. Using cognitive neuroscience, these experiments,
tricks, and tips related to vision, motor skills, attention,
cognition, subliminal perception, and more throw light on
how the human brain works. Each hack examines
specific operations of the brain. By seeing how the brain
responds, we pick up clues about the architecture and
design of the brain, learning a little bit more about how
the brain is put together.Mind Hacks begins your
exploration of the mind with a look inside the brain itself,
using hacks such as "Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation:
Turn On and Off Bits of the Brain" and "Tour the Cortex
and the Four Lobes." Also among the 100 hacks in this
book, you'll find: Release Eye Fixations for Faster
Reactions See Movement When All is Still Feel the
Presence and Loss of Attention Detect Sounds on the
Margins of Certainty Mold Your Body Schema Test Your
Handedness See a Person in Moving Lights Make
Events Understandable as Cause-and-Effect Boost
Memory by Using Context Understand Detail and the
Limits of Attention Steven Johnson, author of "Mind Wide
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amaze because they reveal the brain's hidden logic; they
shed light on the cheats and shortcuts and latent
assumptions our brains make about the world." If you
want to know more about what's going on in your head,
then Mind Hacks is the key--let yourself play with the
interface between you and the world.
"This book provides young scientists with tools to assist
them in the practical aspects of theory construction. We
take an informal journey through the cognitive heuristics,
tricks of the trade, and ways of thinking that we have
found to be useful in developing theories-essentially,
conceptualizations-that can advance knowledge in the
social sciences. This book is intended to provide the
instructor with a useful source for helping students come
up with ideas for research and for fine-tuning the
resultant theories that emerge from such thinking. An
objective of this book is to move toward a needed
balance in the emphases given to theory construction
and theory testing"-A Primer in Theory Construction is for those who have
already studied one or more of the social, behavioral, or
natural sciences, but have no formal introduction to the
way theories are constructed, stated, tested, and
connected together to form a scientific body of
knowledge. The author discusses scientific theories in
general terms, but also addresses the special challenges
of developing scientific knowledge about social and
human phenomena. This Allyn and Bacon Classics
Edition contains the complete text of the original
copyright 1971 version, with new typography and page
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Science has revolutionized our lives and continues
to show inexorable progress today. It may seem
obvious that this must be because its theories are
steadily getting better and approaching the truth
about the world. After all, what could science be
progressing toward, if not the truth? But scholarship
in the history, philosophy, and sociology of science
offers little support for such a sanguine view. Those
opposed to specific conclusions of the scientific
community-nonbelievers in vaccinations, climate
change, and evolution, for example-have been able
to use a superficial understanding of the nature of
science to sow doubt about the scientific consensus
in those areas, leaving the general public confused
as to whom to trust, with damaging effects for the
health of individuals and the planet. The Great
Paradox of Science argues that to better counter
such anti-science efforts requires us to understand
the nature of scientific knowledge at a much deeper
level and dispel many myths and misconceptions. It
is the use of scientific logic, the characteristics of
which are elaborated on in the book, that enables
the scientific community to arrive at reliable
consensus judgments in which the public can retain
a high degree of confidence. This scientific logic is
applicable not just in science but can be used in all
areas of life. Scientists, policymakers, and members
of the general public will not only better understand
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why science works: They will also acquire the tools
they need to make sound, rational decisions in all
areas of their lives.
As straightforward as its title, How to Build Social
Science Theories sidesteps the well-traveled road of
theoretical examination by demonstrating how new
theories originate and how they are elaborated.
Essential reading for students of social science
research, this book traces theories from their most
rudimentary building blocks (terminology and
definitions) through multivariable theoretical
statements, models, the role of creativity in theory
building, and how theories are used and evaluated.
Authors Pamela J. Shoemaker, James William
Tankard, Jr., and Dominic L. Lasorsa intend to
improve research in many areas of the social
sciences by making research more theory-based
and theory-oriented. The book begins with a
discussion of concepts and their theoretical and
operational definitions. It then proceeds to theoretical
statements, including hypotheses, assumptions, and
propositions. Theoretical statements need theoretical
linkages and operational linkages; this discussion
begins with bivariate relationships, as well as threevariable, four-variable, and further multivariate
relationships. The authors also devote chapters to
the creative component of theory-building and how
to evaluate theories.
A comprehensive exploration of the issues
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surrounding of concept generation and theory
building in educational research, drawing on
international research.
Based on the author’s own wealth of experience this
timely, engaging book helps first-time researchers to
discover the excitement of grounded theory method.
Fresh, innovative and clear, this book traces the
history and development of grounded theory method,
and examines how the method is evolving for new
contexts today. It sets out the principles involved in
using grounded theory method and explains the
process and theory associated with coding in
grounded theory. The book introduces us to the
practicalities of research design, theory building,
coding and writing up.
Research Paper (postgraduate) from the year 2014
in the subject Business economics - General,
Northcentral University (School of Business and
Technology Management), language: English,
abstract: Why theory is important for scientific
investigators and business professionals? Could
theorists generate theory from trial and error
approach, or a good theory must follow and go
beyond specific virtues? Does theory necessarily
require application? Eventually, do business
professionals practice real business problems
without theory? Theory's precise nature involves a
vigorous debate among social scientists, academics,
and business professionals. The theme of the
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debate is embedded in different types of theory and
in the scholarly views of what constitutes a good
theory. In this paper, we present three views on the
nature and types of theory, focus on the relationship
between theory and research, and identify
theoretical directions through which research can
contribute to theory.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the
testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and
events from the textbook are included. Cram101 Just
the FACTS101 studyguides give all of the outlines,
highlights, notes, and quizzes for your textbook with
optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only
Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanys:
9781606233399 .
Within the field of psychology there is a proliferation
of paradigms, theories, models, and dimensions
without an underlying conceptual framework or
theory. This conclusion has been reached by
representatives of many different psychological
specialties. In response to this inconsistency this
book presents a hierarchical framework about
important theoretical issues that are present in
psychological thinking. These issues concern
definitions of three major theoretical concepts in
theory and practice: (a) paradigms, (b) theories, and
(c) models. It focuses on defining, comparing, and
contrasting these three conceptual terms. This
framework clarifies differences among paradigms,
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theories, and models, terms which have become
increasingly confused in the psychological literature.
Paradigms are usually confused with theories or with
models while theories are confused with models.
Examples of misuses of these terms suggest the
need for a hierarchical structure that views
paradigms as conceptual constructions overseeing a
variety of psychological theories and verifiable
models.
Departing from a concern with certain ‘hard’
problems in social theory and focusing instead on
the theoretical strategies employed in their solution,
especially on how these strategies depend on what
the author calls the theoretical attitude towards
language, this book considers whether these
strategies, far from being indispensable guides to
thinking, might in fact lead social theorists to
misunderstand the concepts constitutive of social
life. Making use of the insights and practice of
Ordinary Language Philosophy, understood as
encompassing the work of Wittgenstein, Ryle, Austin
and their followers, Clarity and Confusion in Social
Theory reveals the profound logical flaws in some of
the central methodological procedures often
employed in social theory for dealing with concepts,
offering alternative approaches to social scientists
and philosophers for tackling the conceptual issues
that have so bedevilled social science from its
inception. A lucid explication of Ordinary Language
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Philosophy and the potential that it offers for
deepening and re-orienting theoretical work in the
social sciences, this volume, apart from being a
challenge to the influential Critical Realist paradigm,
constitutes a radical critique of social theoretical
reason. As such, it will appeal to social theorists and
philosophers of social science, those with interests in
research methods and theory construction, and
anyone interested in thinking clearly about society.
When seeking to test specific hypotheses in large
data sets, social and behavioral scientists often
construct models. Although useful in such situations,
many phenomena of interest do not occur in large
samples and do not lend themselves to precise
measurement. In addition, a focus on hypothesis
testing can constrict the potential use of models as
organizing devices for emerging patterns -summaries of what we believe we know about the
dynamics of situation. This book bridges the gap
between "quantitative" and "qualitative" modelers to
reconcile the need to impose rigor and to understand
the influence of context. Although there are many
different uses for models, there is also the realistic
possibility of doing credible research without their
use. A critical reexamination of the assumptions
used in quantitatively-oriented models, however,
suggests ways to increase their effectiveness as
organizers of both quantitative and qualitative data.
Students of methods in psychology, sociology,
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education, management, social work, and public
health -- and their instructors -- are increasingly
expected to become familiar with both quantitative
and qualitative approaches. Unfortunately, they find
few vehicles for communication regarding the
implications of overlapping work between the two
approaches. Using models as organizing devices for
a better dialogue between assumptions and data
might facilitate this communication process.
Chris Eliasmith presents a new approach to
understanding the neural implementation of
cognition in a way that is centrally driven by
biological considerations. According to the Semantic
Pointer Hypothesis, higher-level cognitive functions
in biological systems are made possible by semantic
pointers.
This book explores new findings on the longneglected topic of theory construction and discovery,
and challenges the orthodox, current division of
scientific development into discrete stages: the stage
of generation of new hypotheses; the stage of
collection of relevant data; the stage of justification of
possible theories; and the final stage of selection
from among equally confirmed theories. The
chapters, written by leading researchers, offer an
interdisciplinary perspective on various aspects of
the processes by which theories rationally should,
and descriptively are, built. They address issues
such as the role of problem-solving and heuristic
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reasoning in theory-building; how inferences and
models shape the pursuit of scientific knowledge; the
relation between problem-solving and scientific
discovery; the relative values of the syntactic,
semantic, and pragmatic view of theories in
understanding theory construction; and the relation
between ampliative inferences, heuristic reasoning,
and models as a means for building new theories
and knowledge. Through detailed arguments and
examinations, the volume collectively challenges the
orthodox view’s main tenets by characterizing the
ways in which the different “stages” are logically,
temporally, and psychologically intertwined. As a
group, the chapters provide several attempts to
answer long-standing questions about the possibility
of a unified conceptual framework for building
theories and formulating hypotheses.
This volume brings together four semi-autonomous
bodies of research (choice, self-determination, selfregulation, and self-management) to form a new
theory of self-engaged learning entitled, SelfDetermined Learning Theory. This theory explains
why and how students self-engage. It identifies the
factors that give students the sense of control over
their learning that is needed for sustained, adaptive,
and ultimately successful learning. It begins by
describing the characteristics of disengaged
learners, then describes and illustrates selfdetermined learning theory within both normal and
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special populations. It then examines the theory's
predictive value across several special population
contexts and then concludes with a critique of the
theory's credibility and worth. Divided into three
sections--theory construction, theory verification, and
theory evaluation--this volume is organized using the
four steps of a previous book, Learning to Theorize:
A Four Step Strategy. Step 1 defines a problem of
not understanding something as discrepancy
between what is known and not known about a
circumstance. Step 2 searches for information and
explanations to change the condition of not knowing
into a condition of knowing. Step 3 evaluates the
credibility and worth of the explanation constructed
in Step 2. Step 4 adjusts existing beliefs so they are
consistent with the new theory. Although aimed
primarily at leaders in special education, it should
also appeal to researchers and scholars in
psychology, educational psychology, and school
psychology who are interested in the applications of
self-regulated learning theory--in this case to special
populations.
An authoritative textbook on construction
management offering a clear model for
understanding theoretical aspects. The construction
industry has become a truly global network of
interconnected stakeholders making demands which
require the involvement of skilled workforces from all
over the world. Construction Management Strategies
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sets the foundations for understanding and
managing construction’s inherent complexity and
uniqueness. It establishes clear definitions of
commonly accepted terms like built environment,
construction, civil engineering, etc. which are often
given confusing and conflicting interpretations. It cuts
through the plethora of overlapping role titles
currently used in the construction sector that make it
difficult to establish how projects are actually
managed. Construction Management Strategies:
Offers a robust and consistent theoretical basis to
explain the performance of the main approaches to
construction management. Describes corporate and
project management in construction as an integrated
whole. Provides the basic toolkit a student needs to
think through the practical situations they will later
face. Helps bring the theory of construction
management to international students who struggle
to find a solid grounding in this complex and
fragmented subject. Includes a companion website
featuring a wealth of directly transferable examples
for students, as well as PPT slides and topic
discussion ideas for lecturers.
Over the past century, educational psychologists and
researchers have posited many theories to explain
how individuals learn, i.e. how they acquire, organize
and deploy knowledge and skills. The 20th century
can be considered the century of psychology on
learning and related fields of interest (such as
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motivation, cognition, metacognition etc.) and it is
fascinating to see the various mainstreams of
learning, remembered and forgotten over the 20th
century and note that basic assumptions of early
theories survived several paradigm shifts of
psychology and epistemology. Beyond folk
psychology and its naïve theories of learning,
psychological learning theories can be grouped into
some basic categories, such as behaviorist learning
theories, connectionist learning theories, cognitive
learning theories, constructivist learning theories,
and social learning theories. Learning theories are
not limited to psychology and related fields of
interest but rather we can find the topic of learning in
various disciplines, such as philosophy and
epistemology, education, information science,
biology, and – as a result of the emergence of
computer technologies – especially also in the field
of computer sciences and artificial intelligence. As a
consequence, machine learning struck a chord in the
1980s and became an important field of the learning
sciences in general. As the learning sciences
became more specialized and complex, the various
fields of interest were widely spread and separated
from each other; as a consequence, even presently,
there is no comprehensive overview of the sciences
of learning or the central theoretical concepts and
vocabulary on which researchers rely. The
Encyclopedia of the Sciences of Learning provides
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an up-to-date, broad and authoritative coverage of
the specific terms mostly used in the sciences of
learning and its related fields, including relevant
areas of instruction, pedagogy, cognitive sciences,
and especially machine learning and knowledge
engineering. This modern compendium will be an
indispensable source of information for scientists,
educators, engineers, and technical staff active in all
fields of learning. More specifically, the Encyclopedia
provides fast access to the most relevant theoretical
terms provides up-to-date, broad and authoritative
coverage of the most important theories within the
various fields of the learning sciences and adjacent
sciences and communication technologies; supplies
clear and precise explanations of the theoretical
terms, cross-references to related entries and up-todate references to important research and
publications. The Encyclopedia also contains
biographical entries of individuals who have
substantially contributed to the sciences of learning;
the entries are written by a distinguished panel of
researchers in the various fields of the learning
sciences.
For all masters or doctoral courses on nursing theory
or related to framework development for practice or
research. For beginning graduate students in nursing
and related disciplines, this text offers the clearest,
most useful introduction to methods of theory
development. It places nursing theory development
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in context, with a rich historical view that traces the
field from its from its mid-20th century beginnings
through contemporary and emerging issues. Presentday coverage includes both domain- and populationfocused theories designed to specifically address the
needs of clients served by nurses. Important
additions in this edition include short reflections and
critical thinking projects, as well as a new chapter on
using knowledge development and theory to inform
practice.
Recently, many SLA researchers have adopted a
postmodernist approach which challenges the
assumption that SLA research is a rationalist,
scientific endeavour. The resulting epistemological
arguments, plus problems of theory proliferation,
contradicting theories, and theory domain, hinder
progress towards a unified theory of SLA. Theory
Construction in SLA addresses these problems by
returning to first principles; it asks whether there is
such a thing as reliable knowledge, what is special
about scientific method, and how we can best
explain SLA. It is the first book to use the philosophy
of science in order to examine the epistemological
underpinnings of SLA research and evaluate rival
theories of SLA. Part One explores the central
issues in the philosophy of science, defends
rationality against relativists, and offers Guidelines
for theory assessment. Part Two examines different
theories of SLA and evaluates them in terms of how
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well they stand up to the Guidelines.
Meeting a crucial need for graduate students and
newly minted researchers, this innovative text
provides hands-on tools for generating ideas and
translating them into formal theories. It is illustrated
with numerous practical examples drawn from
multiple social science disciplines and research
settings. The authors offer clear guidance for
defining constructs, thinking through relationships
and processes that link constructs, and deriving new
theoretical models (or building on existing ones)
based on those relationships. Step by step, they
show readers how to use causal analysis,
mathematical modeling, simulations, and grounded
and emergent approaches to theory construction. A
chapter on writing about theories contains invaluable
advice on crafting effective papers and grant
applications. Useful pedagogical features in every
chapter include: Application exercises and concept
exercises Lists of key terms and engaging topical
boxes Annotated suggestions for further reading.
This book is intended for graduate students in a
range of disciplines, including psychology,
education, sociology, health, and management, as
well as social scientists pursing research careers in
academic or other settings. It can serve as a primary
text in graduate-level courses in theory construction
or as a supplemental text in courses on research
methodology, theories of a particular discipline, grant
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writing, or the dissertation.
Theory Construction and Model-Building Skills,
Second EditionA Practical Guide for Social
ScientistsGuilford Press
Traditional building economics has primarily been
concerned with issues around project appraisal and
cost management techniques. On the other hand,
modern construction economics has a wider focus
with stronger links to mainstream economics,
reflecting an increased interest in a range of
theoretical issues in construction economics, both at
the macro and micro level. In Modern Construction
Economics: Theory and Application, a variety of
approaches are used to present a coherent vision of
synthesis between industry economics and project
economics. Topics covered include: developing
construction economics as idustry economics
competition and barriers to entry in construction
innovation in construction theory testing in
construction management research collusion and
corruption in the construction sector. Including
contributions from academics in the UK, Sweden,
Hong Kong, and Australia, this is a truly global
review of a core issue for the construction industry
worldwide. The result is a unique book that will push
toward the development of a comprehensive
theoretical framework of construction economics.
This is a must-read for all serious students of
construction economics, and all practitioners looking
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for a deeper understanding of their industry.
A Comprehensive Method, Tools, and Techniques
for Building Sound Theory Richard Swanson and
Thomas Chermack present a complete five-step
approach for developing sound theory in applied
disciplines, from conceptualizing a theory to creating
relevant assessment criteria, establishing a research
agenda to test the theory’s validity, applying the
theoretical concepts in the real world, and using that
experience to further refine and improve the theory.
The method is not restricted to any single discipline,
nor is it limited by any research ideology. The
authors provide a set of tools for each phase of the
process, making this book accessible to a wide
audience. And in addition to examples in each
chapter, they offer two extended case examples of
full theory building.
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