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The twelve nights of Christmas belonged to someone else first.
Wide-ranging survey of current research in Anglo-Saxon studies - from literature and material culture to religion and politics.
'Tis the season for finding romance in this hilarious and uplifting holiday read When it comes to relationships, thirty-four-year-old
Kate Turner is ready to say "Bah, humbug." The sleepy town of Blexford, England, isn't exactly brimming with prospects, and
anyway, Kate's found fulfillment in her career as a designer, and in her delicious side job baking for her old friend Matt's
neighborhood café. But then her best friend signs her up for a dating agency that promises to help singles find love before the
holidays. Twenty-three days until Christmas. Twelve dates with twelve different men. The odds must finally be in her favor . . .
right? Yet with each new date more disastrous than the one before--and the whole town keeping tabs on her misadventures--Kate
must remind herself that sometimes love, like mistletoe, shows up where it's least expected. And maybe, just maybe, it's been right
under her nose all along. . . .
An exploration of the many forms of the ancient myth of the Wild Hunt and its influence in pagan and early Christian Europe •
Recounts the myriad variations of this legend, from the Cursed Huntsman and King Herla to phantom armies and vast processions
of sinners and demons • Explains how this belief was an integral part of the pagan worldview and was thus employed by the
church to spread Christian doctrine • Reveals how the secret societies of medieval Europe reenacted these ghostly processions
for soul travel and prophecies of impending death Once upon a time a phenomenon existed in medieval Europe that continuously
fueled local lore: during the long winter nights a strange and unknown troop could be heard passing outside over the land or
through the air. Anyone caught by surprise in the open fields or depths of the woods would see a bizarre procession of demons,
giants, hounds, ladies of the night, soldiers, and knights, some covered in blood and others carrying their heads beneath their
arms. This was the Wild or Infernal Hunt, the host of the damned, the phantom army of the night--a theme that still inspires poets,
writers, and painters to this day. Millennia older than Christianity, this pagan belief was employed by the church to spread their
doctrine, with the shapeshifters' and giants of the pagan nightly processions becoming sinners led by demons seeking out unwary
souls to add to their retinues. Myth or legend, it represents a belief that has deep roots in Europe, particularly Celtic and
Scandinavian countries. The first scholar to fully examine this myth in each of its myriad forms, Claude Lecouteux strips away the
Christian gloss and shows how the Wild Hunt was an integral part of the pagan worldview and the structure of their societies.
Additionally, he looks at how secret societies of medieval Europe reenacted these ghostly processions through cult rituals
culminating in masquerades and carnival-like cavalcades often associated with astral doubles, visions of the afterlife, belief in
multiple souls, and prophecies of impending death. He reveals how the nearly infinite variations of this myth are a still living,
evolving tradition that offers us a window into the world in which our ancestors lived.
If you want to know the heart and soul of a religion, learn of its holidays. Holidays were originally “holy days”, the days set apart
for to focus entirely on religious events and considerations. In this book, Dr. Sidhu puts his years of study and research to use
providing both the followers of these religions, and those who stand outside these faiths, with a look into the heart of Judaism and
Christianity through their holidays, rituals and customs. Providing both the religious and the secular roots of these two kindred
religions, he guides the reader through the history and evolving importance of holidays and rituals in the lives of believers, and the
world as a whole, as the originally unique practices of faith have been adopted and transformed for secular purposes. Business,
national holidays, regional celebrations and festivals, all have taken Jewish and Christian times of worship and turned into
something quite different. In turn, Christianity and Judaism themselves have been transformed by adapting religious practice to
make use of their followers evolving cultural inclinations. This is a fascinating, informative, and entertaining explanation of what
sets Judaism and Christianity apart in the religions and history of the world. There is information and food for thought for a devoted
follower of these religions, as well as for those who stand outside these faiths and desire to understand them better. Dr. Lee A.
Brewer Ph.D Pastor Glenmont United Methodist Church Silver Spring Maryland 20906
Isabella writes a letter home each of the 12 days she spends exploring Arizona at Christmastime, as her cousin Carlos shows her
everything from a cactus wren in a palo verde tree to 12 Grand Canyon mules. Includes facts about Arizona.
A nightly meditation on the Twelve Days of Christmas.
Thirteen points of entry. Locked gateways to magical realms of immense power—and danger, for the uninitiated. Within these pages are
thirteen keys. Enter the Necronomicon and be forever changed. In this authentic sourcebook for magicians, occult scholar Donald Tyson uses
H. P. Lovecraft’s story elements and characters—alien races, ancient sorceries, the Dreamlands, deities, witches, and ghouls—as the
foundation for a workable and coherent system of modern ritual magic based on the thirteen true zodical constellations. This authoritative
guide presents the essential elements of the Necronomicon mythos for use in esoteric practices such as dream scrying, astral projection,
magical rites, and invocations.
Merry animals celebrate the twelve days of Christmas in this version of the traditional folk song.
Emily writes a letter home each of the twelve days she spends exploring the five boroughs of New York City at Christmastime, as her cousin
Daniel shows her everything from a pigeon in a Central Park tree to twelve streamers twirling on New Year's Eve. Includes facts about New
York City.
A young bear's true love brings more and more gifts on each of the twelve days of Christmas.
This book is the continuation of my book series from my blog www.icemanforchrist.org which is based on more than 365 references in the
Bible to fear, and dread and our response to them. St Pope John Paul II knew that our God encourages us to "Be Not Afraid" and told us so.
To do this we must actively seek holiness and be in the presence of our Lord and talk to Him. I recommend you develop the habit of spending
10 to 15 minutes a day with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel or if that is not available some other quiet place where you can be in
the company of our Lord. Read the daily entry and reflect on it asking our Lord and His mother to talk to your heart and reveal to you the will
of the Father and then DO IT.
Twelve illustrated letters explain in simple terms the true reasons for celebrating Christmas.

The classic Christmas carol is told with a very special twist. With inimitable illustrations by Quentin Blake, this is a most
elegant and enchanting gift book. My Dearest Darling - That partridge, in that lovely little pear tree! What an enchanting,
romantic, poetic present! Bless you and thank you. Your deeply loving Emily Everyone knows the "Twelve days of
Christmas," but not as rewritten by John Julius Norwich in this delightful correspondence, which records the daily thankyou letters from one increasingly bemused young lady to her unseen admirer. And who but Quentin Blake could exploit
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the full comic possibilities of this hilarious debacle as first birds, then maids, and finally the full percussion section of the
Liverpool Philharmonic create mayhem in the calm of an English country Christmas?
This ambitious and vivid study in six volumes explores the journey of a single, electrifying story, from its first incarnation
in a medieval French poem through its prolific rebirth in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The Juggler of Notre
Dame tells how an entertainer abandons the world to join a monastery, but is suspected of blasphemy after dancing his
devotion before a statue of the Madonna in the crypt; he is saved when the statue, delighted by his skill, miraculously
comes to life. Jan Ziolkowski tracks the poem from its medieval roots to its rediscovery in late nineteenth-century Paris,
before its translation into English in Britain and the United States. The visual influence of the tale on Gothic revivalism
and vice versa in America is carefully documented with lavish and inventive illustrations, and Ziolkowski concludes with
an examination of the explosion of interest in The Juggler of Notre Dame in the twentieth century and its place in mass
culture today. In this volume Jan Ziolkowski follows the juggler of Notre Dame as he cavorts through new media,
including radio, television, and film, becoming closely associated with Christmas and embedded in children’s literature.
Presented with great clarity and simplicity, Ziolkowski's work is accessible to the general reader, while its many new
discoveries will be valuable to academics in such fields and disciplines as medieval studies, medievalism, philology,
literary history, art history, folklore, performance studies, and reception studies.
If you've ever heard the Christmas Carol "The Twelve Days of Christmas" modern heathens opt to celebrate this as the
Twelve Days of Yule, with the last day culminating on 12th Night. A concise, fun and easy-to-follow guide for celebrating
the 12 Days of Yule (Heathen-style!). All activities are family-friendly but also great for individuals. Many Pagans,
especially those devoted to the Norse and Anglo Saxon Gods and Goddesses try to find some way to keep these 12
days, yet many are unsure exactly how to celebrate. Social media blows up in the weeks leading up to the Solstice with
questions like How do you celebrate? What do you do exactly? What activities, what rituals, what prayers and
celebrations? For the past several years I have been working on this guide in an attempt to answer some of those
questions for my own family and for others. This guide is a result of creating family traditions for this special and most
sacred (not to mention FUN!) time of year. I put it all together into one little, handy and easy-to-follow guide so that you
and your family can celebrate the 12 Days of Yule together, with a little inspiration from what our family has been doing.
By God's design, romance is supposed to be the flame in the fireplace of marital intimacy. Yet far too many Christian
couples feel cheated because their marriage produces as much spark as a book of wet matches. Others have neglected
to fan the flames of passion for so long that they have lost hope of experiencing romance. Rekindling the Romance, now
available in trade paper, is organized into short, biblically-based chapters. Packed with practical insight, this tastefully
candid and inviting resource provides the Christian couple with the keys to unlock their relational and sexual intimacy.
My younger siblings often wanted to know about the house they were born to and the homeland’s traditions and rituals. I,
the oldest of five, related to them the experiences we encountered among the Gottscheers, who worked, toiled, and
survived in this little known native land surrounded by Slovenia and bordered by Croatia.
During a time of persecution in sixteenth-century England, the lyrics of this well-known carol were used to teach children
Christian doctrine. Each verse symbolizes elements of the Christian faith.
The Blood Wolf prowls near the village of Stonebriar at night. She devours chickens and goats and cows and cats. Some
say children are missing. But this murderous wolf isn’t the villain of our story, she’s the hero! The Blood Wolf hates
humankind for destroying the forest, but an encounter with a beggar teaches her a better way to confront injustice. How
will she react when those she loves are threatened? This imaginative retelling of the legend of Saint Francis and the Wolf
explores what it means to be a peacemaker in the midst of violence and how to restore a healthy relationship with
creation. Settle in and read a tale of tooth and sword, of beggars and lords, of outlaws and wild beasts. It is a story of
second chances and the power of love. This is the story of A Wolf at the Gate.
Warm up on a winter's night with three passionate love stories from three shining New York Times bestselling authors!
Jane Feather leads an unwitting Yuletide traveler down a twisting path.... Edward Vasey, Viscount Allenton, is journeying
precariously through a snowstorm when his coach is overtaken by high-waymen! Robbed of his money, Ned takes refuge
at Selby Hall, where a spirited beauty with a shocking secret may steal something more -- his heart. Sabrina Jeffries
unlocks the heart of an embittered lord.... When a coach accident strands heiress Elinor Bancroft at the home of the
notorious Black Baron, she discovers the Christmas Day heartache that darkened his soul years ago -- and her generous
heart brings a festive air to his home and reawakens his spirit to love. Julia London sends a debutante into the wintry
Scottish wilds.... Searching for her rakehell brother, an earl lying low in the wake of a scandalous affair, Fiona Haines is
led by a rugged Highlander who obscures his scarred face. As they journey on, Fiona draws closer to her brave,
enigmatic protector -- but will fury or passion ignite when he reveals his identity?
• Explains how the 12 nights after the winter solstice offer the ideal opportunity for inner focusing, seeing signs, and
laying the foundation for the year to come • Shares reflective themes and exercises for each night (and the day to follow)
and guided meditations to deepen the experience The season of Yuletide--the 12 nights following the winter
solstice--offers the ideal opportunity for inner focusing, for seeing signs, and for planting seeds for the future. This guide
explores inner practices for the magical Yuletide season, the period between December 21 and January 2, when the veil
between worlds is thin. Revealing the deeper meaning of the darkest time of the year, the authors discuss how the 12
nights of Yuletide were significant in pagan and Nordic traditions long before Christmas was grafted onto them. A special
Yuletide channeling explains the ancient and modern significance of the heathen holy days. Each night (and the day that
follows) has a particular energy quality and is dedicated to a theme upon which to reflect as you look at the 12 months
past and ahead. The authors introduce and explain each of the respective themes of the 12 nights, such as humility and
devotion, truth and clarity, the power of the heart, and self-care. They also share a series of ideas to consider for the year
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just gone by along with insights and guidance to contemplate for the one to come. Through the questions, exercises, and
tools linked to each specific night and its theme we can gain valuable insights and shape our future. Journaling is an
essential part of this work, enabling us to reflect our thoughts actively as well as record them for use during the coming
year. The authors also include guided meditations for each of the Yuletide nights, enabling readers to deepen their
experience. Working with the magical power of Yuletide and the 12 holy nights is a ritual that can be repeated year after
year, offering the reader a completely new understanding of this very special time and a way to lay the foundations for
the new year ahead.
Fiction. Translated from the German by Anthony Vivis. To enter TWELVE NIGHTS, you must pass through a fractured
threshold, placing one foot in lyric, the other in prose glittering with fairy tale and recent past. Ghosts are abroad;
memories strike when least expected, biting like animals. These are the hopeful, forgetful times of reconstruction, where
masks are exchanged, friends are mistrusted, and those who learned to survive the war betray signs of madness. "How
long does misfortune slumber before it reawakens?" For Reinshagen's characters, remembrance is a heroic act. Their
stories return to history its essential unreality, the inconceivable inseparable from its fact. An important figure in
contemporary German literature and performance, Gerlind Reinshagen is both novelist and playwright, and a member of
PEN Germany.
Abby writes a letter home each of the twelve days she spends exploring Pennsylvania at Christmastime, as her cousin
Josh shows her everything from a partridge in a hemlock tree to twelve handbell ringers. Includes facts about
Pennsylvania.
This collection of papers explores the sacred and magical aspects of ethno-medicine. The subject area is marked out by
the points of connection between religious anthropology, ethno-medicine and medical anthropology, focusing on topics
such as magical and religious concepts of health and disease, causes of disease, religious and magical averting and
healing rites, healing gods, saints and, last but not least, the role that these play in the society, religion, mentality and
everyday life of a community, as well as their various representations in folklore, literature or art. This volume includes,
without restrictions of a methodological, temporal or geographical nature, works from the fields of folklore studies,
anthropology, cultural history, comparative historical and textual philology, as well as research findings using the latest
methods of analysis in textual folklore or based on archival research or fieldwork in or outside of Europe. This book will
appeal to researchers and students of religion, folklore, and medical anthropology, as well as general readers interested
in the humanities and cultural history.
First published in 1982 to international acclaim, the Dictionary of Newfoundland English introduced the world to an
incredibly rich dialect with deep roots in Ireland and the English West Country.
The Lunisolar Calendar of the Germanic Peoples Reconstruction of a bound moon calendar from ancient, medieval and
early modern sources
Yuletide, the Court of Fools, and unpredictable magic! Stan, the town’s pseudo-druid, has decided the Christmas festivities will be
different this year. He announces he is the Lord of Misrule and appoints his Court of Fools. Very quickly odd things start to
happen. Magic and paranormal characteristics are unveiled, throwing everything into disarray, and making life very difficult for the
witches and their friends. And unfortunately, darker events occur, too. Unless Avery, Alex, and the other witches can find a
solution, Yuletide may not be as joyous as they hoped. Join the White Haven witches for winter solstice magic and mayhem in this
seasonal novella. Keywords: Christmas mystery, Witchy fiction, witch fiction, witch mysteries, witch urban fantasy, paranormal
fiction, paranormal fantasy series, paranormal mystery, supernatural suspense, occult fiction, magic, action and adventure, spirits,
ghosts, mild romance, paranormal cozy mystery, mystery books, Cornish village mysteries, occult fiction, demons, contemporary
fantasy, urban fantasy, humour, friendship, magic, spells, intrigue, English myths, legends and folklore, witchcraft, Wiccan fiction,
grimoires and spell books.
A young woman's true love sends her extravagant gifts on each of the twelve days of Christmas.
A few days away from Christmas. Evie, evicted from her home, falls asleep in a suite at the hotel she works at as a cleaner. Her
boss told her she could use the room as a special treat. At dawn, she awakes to the feeling of sweet lips, and sees an extremely
sexy man before her eyes. Just then, a camera flash goes off, and a paparazzo runs away. What just happened? When she takes
a good look at the still-upset man, he turns out to be the hotel's owner, Rio. He is worried about the trap, and asks several things
of Evie. Then he declares, “I will announce my engagement to you.”
A stunningly illustrated Scots version of The Twelve Days of Christmas.
"A child counts the days leading up to Valentine's Day in this cumulative rhyming story based on the traditional song 'The 12 Days
of Christmas'"-Don Daily's magnificent illustrations bring the classic holiday poem to life in this heirloom-quality volume at a very appealing price.
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