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Funny, sad, full of wonderful characters and the word-perfect dialogue of which he is the master, McMurtry brings the Thalia saga to an end
with Duane confronting depression in the midst of plenty. Surrounded by his children, who all seem to be going through life crises involving
sex, drugs, and violence; his wife, Karla, who is wrestling with her own demons; and friends like Sonny, who seem to be dying, Duane can't
seem to make sense of his life anymore. He gradually makes his way through a protracted end-of-life crisis of which he is finally cured by
reading Proust's Remembrance of Things Past, a combination of penance and prescription from Dr. Carmichael that somehow works.
Duane's Depressed is the work of a powerful, mature artist, with a deep understanding of the human condition, a profound ability to write
about small-town life, and perhaps the surest touch of any American novelist for the tangled feelings that bind and separate men and women.
THE SEQUEL TO LIFESPAN OF STARLIGHT A split-second decision, a single time-skip. The world that you know, gone in a blink. Now a
sharp and adept time-skipper, Scout jumps years ahead to find the world transformed. Technology has accelerated and the people she
knows have grown up, or disappeared. Most pressing, the government that she was trying to escape has used the time to prepare for the
return of the time skippers. Caught between finding the mother she left behind and time-skipping ahead with Mason, a series of events lead
Scout deeper into the tunnel than ever before. The only way out is by the strength of her love and the power of her mind. The illusion of time
has one more surprise, one with the power to change everything.
Vince Luca is just like any other high school guy. His best friend, Alex, is trying to score vicariously through him; his brother is a giant pain;
and his father keeps bugging him to get motivated. There is just one thing that really sets him apart for other kids—his father happens to be
the head of a powerful crime organization. Needless to say, while Vince''s family''s connections can be handy for certain things (like when
teachers are afraid to give him a bad grade), they can put a serious crimp in his dating life. How is he supposed to explain to a girl what his
father does for a living? But when Vince meets a girl who finally seems to be worth the trouble, her family turns out to be the biggest problem
of all. Because her father is an FBI agent—the one who wants to put his father away for good.
With Texasville, Larry McMurtry returns to the unforgettable Texas town and entertaining characters from one of his best-loved books, The
Last Picture Show. This is a Texas-sized story brimming with home truths of the heart, and men and women we recognize, believe in, and
care about deeply. Set in the post-oil-boom 1980s, Texasville brings us up to date with Duane, who's got an adoring dog, a sassy wife, a
twelve-million-dollar debt, and a hot tub by the pool; Jacy, who's finished playing "Jungla" in Italian movies and who's returned to Thalia; and
Sonny—Duane's teenage rival for Jacy's affections—who owns the car wash, the Kwik-Sackstore, and the video arcade. With his talent for
writing lovable, eccentric characters, Texasville is one of Larry McMurtry's funniest and most touching contemporary novels.
After a terrible gymnastics class, Gemma wonders if her time on the gymnastics team is coming to an end, especially since her coach is not
happy with her.
Cassie's sister Hannah is mean, and when she cuts off half of Cassie's hair, Cassie worries that she looks terrible. But she soon finds out a
very useful secret about Hannah which may help them to sort out their problems.
Ruth Kabbah is okay with being an outcast. Between her autism, her comic book nerdery, and the whiff of scandal her small town can’t
forget, Ruth will always be Ravenswood’s black sheep. Since she prefers silence and solitude to gossip and pub crawls, that suits her just
fine—until Evan Miller comes to town. Ex-military man Evan is gorgeous, confident… and he’s Ruth’s new neighbour. Unlike everyone else, he
doesn’t seem to mind her crotchety ways or her cooking disasters. In fact, if Ruth didn’t know any better, she might think Evan likes her. But
Ruth’s been burned before, and some lessons are hard to forget. She can’t let her guard down—no matter how many home-cooked meals
Evan brings over. Because affection is temporary, trust is made to be broken, and the heat of desire is a dangerous thing to play with. So why
does this man feel so safe? The Ravenswood Series #1: A Girl Like Her #1.5: Damaged Goods #2: Untouchable #3: That Kind of Guy
From the author who brought you the "Keepers of the Talisman" trilogy.Enter a new apocalyptic world of vampires and zombies where
humans are struggling to survive against all odds.---BioWar, World War III Sixty years ago, the first shot was fired. In the last ten years, our
country has fallen. Chemical agents dropped mercilessly on friend and foe alike have created two new species of humanoid, and the world
population has been reduced to small colonies of humans fighting against them to survive. Out on a routine patrol, my team and I run into the
worst kind of trouble. Branded and left for dead by our superiors, we form bonds that cannot be broken and find asylum with the enemy.
Seeking knowledge, my sexy team of four and I race across the wasteland fighting zombies, mutants, and our own transformation for the one
thing that can give us answers: a sample of untainted DNA. Aligned with vampires and on the run, we thought things couldn't get worse until
a hidden threat finds me. When conspiracy is the norm, who can I trust? The war is not over and the fight between the species has just
begun.

“Absolutely charming... a flawless balance of humor, heat, sweetness, and depth, and I loved every page.” – Helen Hoang, USA
Today bestselling author of The Bride Test USA TODAY BESTSELLER A witty, hilarious romantic comedy about a woman who’s
tired of being “boring” and recruits her mysterious, sexy neighbor to help her experience new things—perfect for fans of Sally
Thorne, Jasmine Guillory, and Helen Hoang! Chloe Brown is a chronically ill computer geek with a goal, a plan, and a list. After
almost—but not quite—dying, she’s come up with seven directives to help her “Get a Life”, and she’s already completed the first:
finally moving out of her glamorous family’s mansion. The next items? Enjoy a drunken night out. Ride a motorcycle. Go camping.
Have meaningless but thoroughly enjoyable sex. Travel the world with nothing but hand luggage. And... do something bad. But it’s
not easy being bad, even when you’ve written step-by-step guidelines on how to do it correctly. What Chloe needs is a teacher,
and she knows just the man for the job. Redford ‘Red’ Morgan is a handyman with tattoos, a motorcycle, and more sex appeal
than ten-thousand Hollywood heartthrobs. He’s also an artist who paints at night and hides his work in the light of day, which
Chloe knows because she spies on him occasionally. Just the teeniest, tiniest bit. But when she enlists Red in her mission to
rebel, she learns things about him that no spy session could teach her. Like why he clearly resents Chloe’s wealthy background.
And why he never shows his art to anyone. And what really lies beneath his rough exterior… "This is an extraordinary book, full of
love, generosity, kindness and sharp humor." — The New York Times Book Review *Featured on the TODAY Show! Named a Best
Romance of 2019 by Entertainment Weekly, Publishers Weekly, Kirkus, Apple, and Amazon, and Best of November from
Essence, Woman's Day, Marie Claire, Buzzfeed, Popsugar, Bustle, Bookish, Bookpage, Entertainment Weekly, and Washington
Post*
Thalia knows three things; Her first name. That she barely escaped the clutches of the Septori with the help of a mysterious
stranger. And that her run in with the Septori’s iron butterfly machine did something to her. It changed her into something neither
fully human nor Denai. Fearing her inner darkness and seeking answers to her past, Thalia finds refuge as a servant at the Citadel
in Calandry, a school for the gifted Denai. When strange powers awaken within her she is forced to pretend to be one of them and
goes from being a servant to student overnight. Her life becomes even more complicated when the handsome stranger who saved
her from the Septori becomes her new fighting instructor. Thalia knows that the Septori are still looking for her, and they will stop at
nothing to get her back. Dead or alive
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When the girls decide to put on a big lunch, Angie is in charge! The only problem is that she's not much of a cook...
The first book of the #1 bestselling Thalia Series from USA Today bestselling author Jennifer Bene, acclaimed as "dark, intense,
and emotionally harrowing..." ????? "I'll break you down. It may take time, but I will." "And if I don't break?" "You will." Taken from
work one night, Thalia is thrust into the violent, controlling world of a man she thought had been the security guard for her building,
but she quickly learns that this was only a cover to get to her, to take her. As her old life is erased, the guard pushes Thalia to
recognize the darker sides of herself, while Thalia endeavors to hold on to who she is. Trapped alone with her abductor, can
Thalia fight to retain her sense of self, or will his small glimpses of kindness cause her to finally submit to him? 'Security Binds Her'
is a dark, brutal journey that leaves readers breathless and waiting to turn the page to find out if Thalia will break, or be lost forever
to the darkness around her.
Becky and her friends love playing tag at recess. Then one day they make up a new rule that ruins everything: Whoever gets
caught, gets a kiss! It's all fun and games until Callum accidentally breaks his arm. Now, Becky feels really guilty. How could she
mess up her first kiss AND all her friendships at the same time?
Are you ready to get through the darkness to find the light? Love conquers all, or so they say, but is love enough to overcome
James and Thalia's history together? Is it enough to carry them through the heavy decision about whether they should stay with
each other? And is it enough to take on the 'normal' relationship steps of meeting friends and family in James' privileged world? As
Thalia and James work to build a life together, a real life, there are other challenges brewing on the horizon, and Thalia's past isn't
done with her yet. In this rollercoaster continuation of the Thalia series, she is taken to the loveliest of highs and the darkest of
lows as she fights to decide who she is, and who she wants.
It would take time. Time to destroy who she used to be... time for all her hope to die... time to truly make her a thing. But he would.
Anthony took Beth to remake her into the perfect toy for his customers. Mindless, obedient, a broken thing without complications.
But Beth is strong. She refuses to break, refuses to let Anthony erase her... even if that means losing in the end.
Thalia may be free, but can she learn to live after the darkness? Thalia and James have just met under the most insane of
circumstances. He purchased her at an underground auction from a man who kidnapped her, tormented her, and sold her to the
highest bidder. In their first few months together Thalia wants to view James as her savior, her knight in shining armor that she can
stay with in safety, but she can't escape the trauma she went through and the lingering effects it has caused. James isn't sure,
now that he has Thalia, if he can handle the depth of submission she displays. Can James help her strike a balance between who
she is as a person and her newfound craving for submission, or will her urge to submit swallow her whole until James has no
choice but to set her free?
Thalia Hayden is the host of NBC Palm Spring's Midday News With Thalia Hayden. She's also a motivational speaker, media coach, and
author. Before becoming a household name, she, like countless other Americans, struggled with drug and alcohol abuse. In LOCAL CELEB:
Drug Addict to News Anchor, Thalia candidly divulges what caused her to turn to drugs and alcohol, and reveals a family secret that was
buried deep inside of her for decades. She stresses the importance of using your voice to discover personal truths in order to heal.
Secrets are out. The race is on. Her life is the prize. Talia Amatucci is getting sick and tired of being thought of as the weakest link in the
family business. She can play with the big dogs. She’s even set up a meeting to get coveted information about the niece she’s never met.
But when the meet goes sideways, she’s going to have to rely on herself to get through whatever fate throws at her. Foster Ambright lives
and breathes secrets. It was his life; it was his job. And he’s damn good at it. Getting up close and personal with Talia wasn’t supposed to
blossom into more than just enemies with benefits. Now she’s missing and he thinks it’s his fault. When some of the family secrets come to
light, Foster will have to go back into the shadows to get to the bottom of what’s happening. Can Talia hold her own until she can escape?
Can Foster find her before the timer runs out? Don’t miss the fifth installment of the Amatucci Family series by Sadie Jacks. If you like heartstopping action, females who don’t always need men to save them, alphaholes who will try to save the ladies anyway, and enough feels to
make you want to buy stock in a tissue company, then grab your copy today! TRIGGER WARNING: This book is for mature readers. Please
be aware that there is talk of potentially triggering topics within this book with references and/or detailed descriptions of violence, physical,
mental abuse, rape, suicide, murder, and other sensitive topics that some readers may find offensive.
“If Chaucer were a Texan writing today . . . this is how he would have written and this is how he would have felt.”— New York Times In
Leaving Cheyenne (1963), which anticipates Lonesome Dove more than any other early novel, the stark realities of the American West play
out in a mesmerizing love triangle. Stubborn rancher Gideon Fry, resilient Molly Taylor, and awkward ranch hand Johnny McCloud struggle
with love and jealousy as the years pass.
This significant critical anthology explores the life of Anna Komnene, the Byzantine context in which she wrote, and the impact of the Alexiad
on her times and on subsequent historical works of literature.
For fans of The Giver, a futuristic thriller with a diverse cast. In Thalia's world, there is no more food and no need for food, as everyone takes
medication to ward off hunger. Her parents both work for the company that developed the drugs society consumes to quell any food cravings,
and they live a life of privilege as a result. When Thalia meets a boy who is part of an underground movement to bring food back, she realizes
that there is an entire world outside her own. She also starts to feel hunger, and so does the boy. Are the meds no longer working? Together,
they set out to find the only thing that will quell their hunger: real food. It's a journey that will change everything Thalia thought she knew. But
can a "privy" like her ever truly be part of a revolution?
Every journey has an end. Unable to find the answers she sought in Skyfell, Thalia, Joss, and Kael travel to Haven with a prisoner in tow. An
attack on the road waylays their plans, and Thalia finds herself traveling alone with Kael to the hidden sanctuary of the SwordBrothers. But
war is on the horizon and the Raven is amassing his army. This time, the target is not Calandry, but the Sirens of Sinnedor. When family ties
are revealed, Thalia must choose sides. Desperate to break the final seal on her power and save those she loves, will Thalia willingly taste
the bitter pain of the iron butterfly machine one final time?
The next book in John Lithgow's New York Times bestselling series Following the success of New York Times bestsellers Dumpty and
Trumpty Dumpty Wanted a Crown, award-winning actor, author, and illustrator John Lithgow presents the third book in his runaway hit series.
A Confederacy of Dumptys takes us through a history of twenty-five "American Scoundrels" in this all-new collection of Lithgow's satirical
poems and illustrations. While the Trump Era was rife with corruption and abuse of power, it was nothing new. Through Lithgow's cutting
humor, you will read about a rogues' gallery of villains that came before Donald J. Trump, powerful men and women who were corrupt, venal,
criminal, adulterous, racist, or just plain disgusting. With dark and lyrical stories from across American history, you will learn about longforgotten figures and bad actors of today, including the first Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, the perpetrator of 19th century women's
pyramid schemes, and participants in both the Watergate scandal and the Capitol insurrection. Trump and Nixon show up, of course, but also
Leona Helmsley, Boss Tweed, Typhoid Mary, Newt Gingrich, Ted Cruz, and many more. Skipping through time, and delivered with classic
Lithgow wit and style, A Confederacy of Dumptys is an exuberant reminder of how not to repeat history. Digital audio edition read by the
author. The perfect book for: • Political satire fans—viewers of The Daily Show with Trevor Noah, Last Week Tonight with John Oliver, and
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The Late Show with Stephen Colbert. • American history buffs and trivia enthusiasts—readers of Jon's Stewart's America (The Book): A
Citizen's Guide to Democracy Inaction and Josh Clark's Stuff You Should Know: An Incomplete Compendium of Mostly Interesting Things. •
Poetry, art, and illustration aficionados.
Internationally known singer, songwriter, business woman, and actress Thalia shares this fun and fanciful story about something every parent
can relate to-persuading your child to give up the pacifier. Thaila dreamed up Binkyland, the magical place where the Binkies live and would
one day return home, as a bedtime story for her own children. Vibrant, colorful, and campy, this is the perfect story for kids who need the
extra push to give up their own binkies.
Fourteen-year-old Anke feels both relieved and neglected that her father abuses her older brother and sister but ignores her, but when she
catches him with one of her friends, she finally becomes angry enough to take action.
Teenage queen Talia struggles with her own self-destructive ways, while trying to be a compassionate and fair ruler in a land of magic,
werewolves, and vampires. Within her lies a darkness – one that will endanger the very people of her kingdom. In an attempt to protect them,
she makes a pact with the vampires in a bid for peace. In the end, the trust she offers may be the very thing that leads to her own demise.
The thrilling conclusion to the Lifespan of Starlight trilogy On the run from the government, Scout uses time-travel as a way to survive. But her
decades-long disappearance is finally catching up with her... When Scout returns from her longest time-skip yet, her world has been turned
upside down. Her friends are now co-operating with the authoritarian regime that Scout worked so hard to escape from - and they're prepared
to hand her in. Her life depends on a virtual stranger, and with surveillance tighter than ever, evading capture will be next to impossible. Worst
of all, Mason is nowhere to be found. As Scout sets out on a desperate search for Mason, she discovers something shocking: living
somewhere in the heart of the city is a mysterious woman who holds the key to travelling backwards in time. But who is she, and how did she
learn to skip? Finding her could offer Scout a chance to shape a new future - if she can learn to let go of her past.
She was a pawn coveted by kings. From the moment of her birth, Thalia has been groomed to become a Blood Maiden to a vampire. As a
human born in one of the colonies of Karthia, Thalia's extremely rare blood type is her ticket out of the life of poverty and hardship that
normally befalls her species. During her first Blood Fair, she intends to entice the Vampire Lord Konstantin into claiming her. But unable to
resist an unexpected offer, her long years of hard work and carefully planned future are derailed by a stunning, silver-eyed Lycan named
Drogo. Struck by a rare but deadly illness, King Drogo's only chance of survival relies on securing some golden blood. Yet, the moment he
sees Thalia, the rabid emotions the clever female awakens in him surpass even his thirst for her unique blood. But the Lycan King's efforts to
claim Thalia as his mate revive a century-old rivalry with his nemesis, Konstantin. As the realm braces for a cataclysmic event, the clash
between the two most powerful males of Karthia escalates. Will the battle to claim Thalia bring about her ultimate demise?
The intimate and revealing memoir of the multi-award-winning telenovela and music superstar. In Growing Stronger, international superstar
Thalia opens up for the first time about her rewarding and sometimes devastating life experiences. She reveals her most personal strugglesthe loss of her father when she was just five years old, the shocking kidnapping of her sister, and her battle with a life-altering disease-and
reflects on her greatest blessings, like husband Tommy Mottola and their daughter Sabrina. Through this process, Thalia discovers that only
she could permit herself to accept the joys of life, let go of painful obstacles, and find her true balance. This empowering story will resonate
with her millions of fans and new readers alike.
BREEI've always known that I'm pure chaos. Messy, impulsive and reckless girl that doesn't have it together. And I had no intentions of
changing that... until I met Stanley McKinley. From the moment that I met him, I knew that I was going to hate his guts, that he was everything
that I'm not, everything I despise. One mistake. That's all it took for our paths to collide and merge into one,and I can't find a way to get rid of
the magnetic pull he has over me. I want to push him away, to do everything in my power to keep him as a friend--at most. But friends aren't
supposed to flirt and look at each other the way we do. I shouldn't want him... but I do. And there's nothing I can do to change before I mess
him up too. STANLEYShe thinks that I'm a golden boy, that I'm the perfect guy. Rich and spoiled asshole that can have everything he wants
in life. I'm neither of those things. From the moment I met her, Bree Pierce got under my skin and I can't get her out of my system, no matter
how hard I try to. I was an inconvenience for her, someone she only spoke to because we made a mistake, not even worthy of being her
friend. But I don't want her friendship. I want her. And I'm willing to do whatever it takes for her to choose me, to keep me as much as I want
to keep her. Even if it ruins everything that we have.
The Thalia Series: The Complete CollectionJennifer Bene
On the run from the government, Scout uses time-travel as a way to survive. But her decades-long disappearance is finally catching up with
her... When Scout returns from her longest time-skip yet, her world has been turned upside down. Her friends are now co-operating with the
authoritarian regime that Scout worked so hard to escape from - and they're prepared to hand her in. Her life depends on a virtual stranger,
and with surveillance tighter than ever, evading capture will be next to impossible. Worst of all, Mason is nowhere to be found. As Scout sets
out on a desperate search for Mason, she discovers something shocking: living somewhere in the heart of the city is a mysterious woman
who holds the key to travelling backwards in time. But who is she, and how did she learn to skip? Finding her could offer Scout a chance to
shape a new future - if she can learn to let go of her past.

In USA Today bestselling author Talia Hibbert’s newest rom-com, the flightiest Brown sister crashes into the life of an
uptight B&B owner and has him falling hard—literally. One of POPSUGAR's 42 Books Everyone Will Be Talking About in
2021, Marie Claire's 10 Best New Romances of 2021, and Oprah Mag's Most Anticipated Romances of 2021! Eve Brown
is a certified hot mess. No matter how hard she strives to do right, her life always goes horribly wrong. So she’s given up
trying. But when her personal brand of chaos ruins an expensive wedding (someone had to liberate those poor doves),
her parents draw the line. It's time for Eve to grow up and prove herself—even though she's not entirely sure how… Jacob
Wayne is in control. Always. The bed and breakfast owner’s on a mission to dominate the hospitality industry and he
expects nothing less than perfection. So when a purple-haired tornado of a woman turns up out of the blue to interview
for his open chef position, he tells her the brutal truth: not a chance in hell. Then she hits him with her car—supposedly by
accident. Yeah, right. Now his arm is broken, his B&B is understaffed, and the dangerously unpredictable Eve is fluttering
around, trying to help. Before long, she’s infiltrated his work, his kitchen—and his spare bedroom. Jacob hates everything
about it. Or rather, he should. Sunny, chaotic Eve is his natural-born nemesis, but the longer these two enemies spend in
close quarters, the more their animosity turns into something else. Like Eve, the heat between them is impossible to
ignore... and it’s melting Jacob’s frosty exterior.
When the goddess Artemis goes missing, she is believed to have been kidnapped. And now it's up to Percy and his
friends to find out what happened. Who is powerful enough to kidnap a goddess?
The renaissance of Larry McMurtry, “an alchemist who converts the basest materials to gold” (New York Times Book
Review), continues with the publication of Thalia. Larry McMurtry burst onto the American literary scene with a force that
would forever redefine how we perceive the American West. His first three novels— Horseman, Pass By (1961),* Leaving
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Cheyenne (1963), and The Last Picture Show (1966)— all set in the north Texas town of Thalia after World War II, are
collected here for the first time. In this trilogy, McMurtry writes tragically of men and women trying to carve out an
existence on the plains, where the forces of modernity challenge small- town American life. From a cattleranch rivalry that
confirms McMurtry’s “full- blooded Western genius” (Publishers Weekly) to a love triangle involving a cowboy, his
rancher boss and wife, and finally to the hardscrabble citizens of an oil- patch town trying to keep their only movie house
alive, McMurtry captures the stark realities of the West like no one else. With a new introduction, Thalia emerges as an
American classic that celebrates one of our greatest literary masters. *Just named in 2017 by Publishers Weekly the #1
Western novel worthy of rediscovery.
The Thalia Series is a dark, gripping, and emotionally harrowing story that takes you on a rollercoaster ride from the
deepest of dark romances all the way to the light. Featuring all five books: Security Binds Her, Striking a Balance,
Salvaged by Love, Christmas at Purgatory, and Tying the Knot! Also includes the short stories 'The Branding', 'A Kalen
and James Flashback', and a never before released story titled 'James at The Auction'.
David took Lianna to destroy her... and then everything got complicated. Falling for the girl he kidnapped shouldn't have
happened. Especially not Lianna Mercier, daughter of the man he hated, and heir to a family name steeped in blood and
violence. But, now she's his entire world, and Lianna's is burning down around her. David may have lit the match that set
her life on fire, but all he wants now is to keep her safe. With their future on the line... can he even ask her to choose him
after all he's done?
“McMurtry is an alchemist who converts the basest materials to gold.” — New York Times Book Review The Last Picture
Show (1966) is both a rambunctious coming-of-age story and an elegy to a forlorn Texas town trying to keep its one
movie house alive. Adapted into the Oscar-winning film, this masterpiece immortalizes the lives of the hardscrabble
residents who are threatened by the inexorable forces of the modern world.
What does happily ever after look like after so much darkness? Over two years after the trauma of her kidnapping, and
the auction that brought them together, Thalia and James are finally getting their happily ever after! Celebrating their love
is a piece of wedding cake, but with the help of their wild and crazy friends from Purgatory, it’s destined to be a wedding
day no one will forget. A thrilling mix of kinky fun, laughter, surprises, and the same sexy heat you’ve come to expect
from James and Thalia — Tying the Knot is the perfect conclusion to this series that has brought readers to the darkest of
lows, and the highest of highs. Now, it’s time for the light. It’s time to celebrate. It’s time to get married! Publisher's
Note: This is a romance that includes elements of BDSM, power-exchange, and references to darker content. It is the
final book in Thalia and James' story, but there may be more to come on other characters, speak up if you want more!
As seen in OprahMag, Bustle, Parade, PopSugar, New York Post, Essence, Travel & Leisure, Ms. Magazine, TheSkimm,
Betches, Shondaland, and Buzzfeed! Named one of the Best Romances of 2020 by Apple, Kirkus, PW, Washington
Post, BookPage, and Amazon. USA Today bestselling author Talia Hibbert returns with another charming romantic
comedy about a young woman who agrees to fake date her friend after a video of him “rescuing” her from their office
building goes viral... Danika Brown knows what she wants: professional success, academic renown, and an occasional
roll in the hay to relieve all that career-driven tension. But romance? Been there, done that, burned the T-shirt. Romantic
partners, whatever their gender, are a distraction at best and a drain at worst. So Dani asks the universe for the perfect
friend-with-benefits—someone who knows the score and knows their way around the bedroom. When big, brooding
security guard Zafir Ansari rescues Dani from a workplace fire drill gone wrong, it’s an obvious sign: PhD student Dani
and former rugby player Zaf are destined to sleep together. But before she can explain that fact to him, a video of the
heroic rescue goes viral. Suddenly, half the internet is shipping #DrRugbae—and Zaf is begging Dani to play along. Turns
out his sports charity for kids could really use the publicity. Lying to help children? Who on earth would refuse? Dani’s
plan is simple: fake a relationship in public, seduce Zaf behind the scenes. The trouble is, grumpy Zaf is secretly a
hopeless romantic—and he’s determined to corrupt Dani’s stone-cold realism. Before long, he’s tackling her fears into
the dirt. But the former sports star has issues of his own, and the walls around his heart are as thick as his... um, thighs.
The easy lay Dani dreamed of is now more complex than her thesis. Has her wish backfired? Is her focus being tested?
Or is the universe just waiting for her to take a hint? “Talia Hibbert is a rockstar! Her writing is smart, funny, and sexy..." Meg Cabot, #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Little Bridge Island and Princess Diaries series
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