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The material in The Nature of the Sufi Path consists of 70 commentaries on a book
entitled Sufism: A Short Introduction by Professor William C. Chittick. Many, if not most,
of the paragraphs that comprise the 163 pages (preface plus text) of Professor
Chittick’s book contain problems, errors, misleading statements, and/or incorrect
understandings concerning Islam, in general, and the Sufi path, in particular. This is
both surprising and disturbing since the author is someone who, apparently, enjoys a
considerable reputation in North America -- and, perhaps, elsewhere in the world -- as
an expert on, and scholar of, the Sufi mystical tradition. I do not claim that what I say in
this book is a definitive, exhaustive, ‘incapable-of-being-improved-upon’ treatment of
the Sufi path. Rather, my hope is that the present book might move a person closer to
the truth concerning the nature of that path than Professor Chittick’s aforementioned
introduction to Sufism does and, as such, would represent an improvement over his
work.
For the first time in the History of Orientalism, a thorough study of ibn al- Arabi s
thought is now available. William Chittick has given us a translation of numerous
passages from the work of the Magister Magnus and placed them in their theological
context, thus removing many misunderstandings that have prevailed both among
Muslim and in the West when interpreting Ibn al-Arabi s mystical worldview. Chittick has
done this with admirable clarity, and his book will always remain a most important
milestone in the study of Islamic mystical theology.
What was the relationship between government and religion in Middle Eastern history?
In a world of caliphs, sultans, and judges, who exercised political and religious
authority? In this book, Ali Humayun Akhtar investigates debates about leadership that
involved ruling circles and scholars of jurisprudence and theology. At the heart of this
story is a medieval rivalry between three caliphates: the Umayyads of Cordoba, the
Fatimids of Cairo, and the Abbasids of Baghdad. In a fascinating revival of Late Antique
Hellenism, Aristotelian and Platonic notions of wisdom became a key component of
how these caliphs debated their authority as political leaders. By tracing how these
political debates impacted the theological and jurisprudential scholars and their own
conception of communal guidance, Akhtar offers a new picture of premodern political
authority and the connections between Western and Islamic civilizations. It will be of
use to students and specialists of the premodern and modern Middle East.
Praised as "a spiritual treasure" by Huston Smith, The Way of Selflessness is an
authoritative guide for anyone who wishes to walk a mystical path and discover directly
the truth testified to by the mystics of the world's spiritual traditions. Drawing from the
universal teachings and essential practices of the mystics from all the world's major
religious traditions, distilled and presented in generic terms suitable for all seekers, The
Way of Selflessness is appropriate for both those who belong to an established religion
and those who do not.
The Self-Disclosure of God continues the author's investigations of the world view of
Ibn al-'Arabi, the greatest theoretician of Sufism and the "seal of the Muhammadan
saints. The book is divided into three parts, dealing with the relation between God and
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the cosmos, the structure of the cosmos, and the nature of the human soul. A long
introduction orients the reader and discusses a few of the difficulties faced by Ibn
al-'Arabi's interpreters. Like Chittick's earlier work, The Sufi Path of Knowledge, this
book is based primarily on Ibn al-'Arabi's monumental work, al-Futuhat al-makkiyya
"The Meccan Openings. More than one hundred chapters and subsections are
translated, not to mention shorter passages that help put the longer discussions in
context. There are detailed indexes of sources, Koranic verses, and hadiths. The
book's index of technical terminology will be an indispensable reference for all those
wishing to delve more deeply into the use of language in Islamic thought in general and
Sufism in particular.
The journey of the mystic is to retrace the circle of love within the heart and so
experience the oneness that is hidden within us.
Vols. for 1963- include the Director's report, 1961/62"The one who tastes, knows; the one who tastesnot, knows not. . . . Close the shop of
argumentand open the teahouse of experience." With these words, the reader is invited
into the Sufi "tea-house of experience"where Sufi teacher Pir Netanel Miles-Yépez
offers us an elegant and accessible tour of Sufi teachings and practices for all tastes.
Full of parables and practical examples, Pir Netanel tells the "Story of Sufism" and
introduces us to the "Sufi Path of Love" and the "Sufi Path of Knowledge," as well as
Sufi meditation practices and the inner life of Sufism (and the struggles we sometimes
encounter there). Whether reading about Sufism for the first time, or an experienced
practitioner, you will find something "In the Teahouse" to inform, surprise, and delight
you.
?????????????????,??????????????,????,????????,???????????????.
This book seeks to examine how Sufi thought might provide critical understanding of
contemporary life and a pathway towards the recovery of a more meaningful existence.
Rumi’s mystical teachings are of great value at a time of rampant materialism and
indiscriminate consumerism, and have the potential to illuminate the precarious state of the
world, as well as revitalize contemporary social critique, eco-philosophy and bio-semiotics in
what is increasingly being regarded as a post-secular age.
Reveals the secret teachings of the Khwajagan, the Masters of Wisdom of Turkish Sufism •
Provides biographies for the entire lineage of teachers in the Naqshbandi order, such as Yusuf
Hamdani, the first recognized Khwajagan, and Baha’ al-Din Naqshband, from whom the
Naqshbandi order of Sufis took its name • Shows that this spiritual path focuses on expanding
awareness of the heart to reach God-consciousness • An essential guide for understanding
Itlak Yolu, the Sufi path of Absolute Liberation, and fana’, Annihilation in God Almost one
thousand years ago a new and powerful nexus of spiritual transmission emerged in Central
Asia and lasted for five centuries, reaching its culmination in the work of the Khwajagan, or
“Masters of Wisdom.” Like the much earlier Rishi Pantha of India, these masters of Turkish
Sufism were not renunciates but advocated maintaining an active connection with the world,
including raising a family or running a business. They exerted a remarkable influence on the
destiny of Central Asia, yet their chief significance lies in their almost unparalleled depth of
spiritual perfection. Based on primary Persian and Turkish sources, the same texts used by the
Sufi authority Idries Shah in his many books, Masters of Wisdom of Central Asia explores the
entire lineage of teachers from this golden age of Islamic Sufism. Author Hasan Shushud
provides brief biographies of each teacher, such as Yusuf Hamdani, the first recognized
Khwajagan; Ahmad al-Yasavi, the father of Turkish Sufism; and Baha’ al-Din Naqshband, from
whom the Naqshbandi order of Sufis took its name. He examines their spiritual journeys, their
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writings and teachings, and their most famous sayings, incorporating occasional parables to
illustrate their wisdom. Shushud reveals how this spiritual path focuses on expanding
awareness of the heart and how heart awareness is a prerequisite for divine contemplation and
God-consciousness, for the heart is the manuscript within the body on which the infinite
mysteries of the Godhead are recorded. An essential guide for understanding Itlak Yolu, the
Sufi path of Absolute Liberation, and fana’ fi-llah, Annihilation in God, this book is an
indispensable work for anyone interested in Sufism or the spiritual history of Central Asia.
Rationality in its various expressions and innumerable applications sustains understanding and
our sense of reality. It is traditionally differentiated according to its sources in the soul: in
consciousness, in reason, in experience, and in elevation. Such a functional approach,
however, leaves us searching for the common foundation harmonizing these rationalities. The
perennial quest to resolve the aporias of rationality is finding in contemporary science’s focus
on origins, on the generative roots of reality, tantalizing hints as to how this may be
accomplished. This project is enhanced by the wave of recent phenomenology/ontopoiesis of
life, which reveals the workings of the logos at the root of beingness and all rationality,
whereby we gaze upon the prospect of a New Enlightenment. In the rays of this vision the
revival of the intuitions of classical Islamic metaphysics, particularly intuition of the continuity of
beingness in the gradations of life, receive fresh confirmation.
Join the Super Friends as they unite against the bad guys and stand up for justice in this actionpacked colouring book!
Explicates the cosmology of Ibn al-Arabi, the greatest mystical thinker of Islamic civilization.
The Self-Disclosure of God offers the most detailed presentation to date in any Western
language of the basic teachings of Islam’s greatest mystical philosopher and theologian. It
represents a major step forward in making available to the Western reading public the
enormous riches of Islamic teachings in the fields of cosmology, mystical philosophy, theology,
and spirituality. “ this book will serve as the basis for future study on Ibn al-Arabi The
translation is so faithful to the original Arabic that it almost corresponds with the original word
for word.” — Wiener Zeitschrift Fur die Kunde des Morgenlandes “Chittick has refined his way
of translating Ibn al-Arabi’s terminology to a high degree of perfection.” — Gerhard Böwering,
Yale University The Self-Disclosure of God continues the author’s investigations of the world
view of Ibn al-Arabi, the greatest theoretician of Sufism and the “seal of the Muhammadan
saints.” The book is divided into three parts, dealing with the relation between God and the
cosmos, the structure of the cosmos, and the nature of the human soul. A long introduction
orients the reader and discusses a few of the difficulties faced by Ibn al-Arabi’s interpreters.
Like Chittick’s earlier work, The Sufi Path of Knowledge, this book is based primarily on Ibn alArabi’s monumental work, al-Futuhat al-makkiyya “The Meccan Openings.” More than one
hundred complete chapters and subsections are translated, not to mention shorter passages
that help put the longer discussions in context. There are detailed indices of sources, Koranic
verses and hadiths. The book’s index of technical terminology will be an indispensable
reference for all those wishing to delve more deeply into the use of language in Islamic thought
in general and Sufism in particular. “This is the type of work that many will refer to as a tour de
force. Among its other accomplishments, it represents a painstaking reading, translation, and
analysis of a major Muslim Arab thinker of notoriously intimidating erudition and subtlety. Best
of all, it is clear and comprehensible, without sacrificing sophistication and precision.” — R.
Kevin Lacey, State University of New York, Binghamton
Peter Adamson presents the first full history of philosophy in the Islamic world for a broad
readership. He traces its development from early Islam to the 20th century, ranging from Spain
to South Asia, featuring Jewish and Christian thinkers as well as Muslim. Major figures like
Avicenna, Averroes, and Maimonides are covered in great detail, but the book also looks at
less familiar thinkers, including women philosophers. Attention is also given to thephilosophical
Page 3/9

Read Online The Sufi Path Of Knowledge Ibn Al Arabi S Metaphysics Of
Imagination
relevance of Islamic theology (kalam) and mysticism--the Sufi tradition within Islam, and
Kabbalah among Jews--and to science, with chapters on disciplines like optics and astronomy.
The first partof the book looks at the blossoming of Islamic theology and responses to the
Greek philosophical tradition in the world of Arabic learning, the second discusses philosophy
in Muslim Spain (Andalusia), and a third section looks in unusual detail at later developments,
touching on philosophy in the Ottoman, Mughal, and Safavid empires.
This is the most accessible work in English on the greatest mystical poet of Islam, providing a
survey of the basic Sufi and Islamic doctrines concerning God and the world, the role of man in
the cosmos, the need for religion, man’s ultimate becoming, the states and stations of the
mystical ascent to God, and the means whereby literature employs symbols to express
“unseen” realities. William Chittick translates into English for the first time certain aspects of
Rumi’s work. He selects and rearranges Rumi’s poetry and prose in order to leave aside
unnecessary complications characteristic of other English translations and to present Rumi’s
ideas in an orderly fashion, yet in his own words. Thorough, nontechnical introductions to each
chapter, and selections that gradually present a greater variety of terms and images, make this
work easily accessible to those interested in the spirituality of any tradition.

Ibn al-'Arabi is still known as "the Great Sheik" among the surviving Sufi orders. Born in
Muslim Spain, he has become famous in the West as the greatest mystical thinker of
Islamic civilization. He was a great philosopher, theologian, and poet. William Chittick
takes a major step toward exposing the breadth and depth of Ibn al-'Arabi's vision. The
book offers his view of spiritual perfection and explains his theology, ontology,
epistemology, hermeneutics, and soteriology. The clear language, unencumbered by
methodological jargon, makes it accessible to those familiar with other spiritual
traditions, while its scholarly precision will appeal to specialists. Beginning with a survey
of Ibn al-'Arabi's major teachings, the book gradually introduces the most important
facets of his thought, devoting attention to definitions of his basic terminology. His
teachings are illustrated with many translated passages introducing readers to
fascinating byways of spiritual life that would not ordinarily be encountered in an
account of a thinker's ideas. Ibn al-'Arabi is allowed to describe in detail the visionary
world from which his knowledge derives and to express his teachings in his own words.
More than 600 passages from his major work, al-Futuhat al-Makkivva, are translated
here, practically for the first time. These alone provide twice the text of the Fusus alhikam. The exhaustive indexes make the work an invaluable reference tool for research
in Sufism and Islamic thought in general.
Explores various facets of the Islamic search for knowledge, with essays on aspects of
Thought or Travel.
Jacques Lacan was fascinated with forms of the "religious" throughout his life, from
monotheism, which shaped his account of the signifier, to modern occultism, as he was
well acquainted with the writings of figures such as Oskar Goldberg and René Guénon.
Lacan also repeatedly turned to non-European religiosities to test the limits of
psychoanalytic theory. In his yearly seminars he engaged with traditions such as
Kabbalah and Taoism, going beyond the Western Christian, capitalist and postcolonial
setting of the French university to search for a possible outside to psychoanalysis. But
such a quest ultimately recapitulates Lacan's constant awareness of the desire for a
new master, and the still open question regarding the names and meanings that this
desire may yield. This anthology of eleven essays, which travel from gnosticism to
sufism, from afro-pessimism to post-68 ex-Maoist apocalypticism, investigates these
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unresolved threads that Lacan left behind. Beneath the exoteric psychoanalytic
apparatus of Lacan's thought, there is an esoteric Lacan who remains unexplored.
The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences (AJISS) is an interdisciplinary journal
that publishes a wide variety of scholarly research on all facets of Islam and the Muslim
world: anthropology, economics, history, philosophy and metaphysics, politics,
psychology, religious law, and traditional Islam. Submissions are subject to a blind peer
review process.
The Character of Christian-Muslim Encounter is a Festschrift in honour of David
Thomas, Professor of Christianity and Islam at the University of Birmingham. Over 30
essays pay tribute to this scholar by engaging topics within his own academic fields.
A revised 25th anniversary edition of the classic work on Sufism that Jack Kornfield
called, "A heartfelt modern illumination of the Sufi path, filled with the fragrance of the
ancients." In Sufism, the mystical branch of Islam, presence is the quality that describes
a heart-filled state of mindfulness, an experience of being conscious in the present
moment. It is only in this present moment, Sufi teachings reveal, that we can connect
with the Divine, and the Divine can live through us. Kabir Helminski is one of the world's
most recognized teachers of Sufism. Named one of the "500 Most Influential Muslims"
in the world by Georgetown University and the Royal Strategic Studies Center,
Helminski and his teachings are touchstones for the growth in interest in Sufism, and
his books have been translated around the world. In Living Presence, Helminski lays
out the basic principles of Sufism, and how these ideas can lead to the experience of
presence. In this inspiring work, readers will learn how to cultivate presence in their
lives through: * Finding a balance between the outer stimuli of the world and our inner
reactions to them * Harnessing faithfulness and gracefulness * Learning about the
parallels between ancient spiritual wisdom and modern psychological knowledge *
Meditation and contemplation to discover more meaning in daily life With unique clarity,
this book describes how presence can be developed to vastly improve our lives.
Drawing on the work of the beloved Sufi poet, Rumi, as well as traditional material and
personal experience, this book integrates the ancient wisdom of Sufism with the needs
of contemporary life. Completely revised and updated for its 25th anniversary, this
edition of Living Presence offers a wisdom that is both universal and practical.
When she was twelve years old, Maryam Kabeer Faye was given a painted scroll of an
ancient wanderer, upon which were inscribed the words: Seek and The Truth Shall
Make You Free. This message galvanised her soul and determined the course of her
life. Following the call, she set out on the journey, internally and then externally, and
was guided around the world many times, from one remarkable being to the next,
everywhere collecting messages and clues. Born in a Jewish family, she was led to live
in India and Nepal, and in monasteries in Europe, and then guided to embrace Islam at
the hands of an ancient Sufi Master a few minutes away from the tomb of the Prophet
Abraham. She then was guided to study intensively with Sufi Masters around the world.
Her journey to the holy places and people of the earth, led her finally to Africa and the
deep truth that all lives are totally interconnected and united with our own. This
profound realisation dispelled the great myth that the creations of the One Most Loving
Creator can be separated by any racial, national, or cultural distinctions. This book is a
significant and revealing social commentary, also dispelling many other myths and
stereotypes such as the proposition, often fostered by the media, that women are
Page 5/9

Read Online The Sufi Path Of Knowledge Ibn Al Arabi S Metaphysics Of
Imagination
inevitably oppressed in Islam. On the contrary, it is by entering into the heart of Islam
that the author was liberated, elevated, empowered, and guided to realise the true
purpose of her existence.
This volume, the ninth on Islamic material to be published in the Classics of Western
Spirituality series, brings to light a highly significant but little known area of Islamic
spirituality. Editor John Renard has assembled here a volume of texts, most translated
here for the first time, culled from the great Sufi manuals of spirituality, on the theme of
the complex and multi-faceted role of knowledge in relation to the spiritual life. He
presents excerpts on knowledge from the works of nine major Muslim teachers, most
translated from Arabic, but also including important texts from Persian originals. The
Introduction offers a survey of the development of Sufi modes of knowing through the
thirteenth century in their broader context, and then focuses on the manuals or
compendia of Sufi spirituality treated here. Historical notes provide brief identifications
of many of the individual sources and personalities mentioned throughout the treatises.

Meeting the ever increasing interest in Islam and Sufism, this book is the first
comprehensive study of Sufi Qur’anic commentaries and includes translations of
many writings previously unavailable in English. It examines the shared
hermeneutical assumptions of Sufi writers and the diversity in style of Sufi
commentaries. Some of the assumptions analyzed are: * the Qur’an is a multilayered and ambiguous text open to endless interpretation * the knowledge of
deeper meanings of the Qur’an is attainable by means other than transmitted
interpretations and rational thought * the self is dynamic, moving through states
and stations which result in different interpretations at different times. The styles
of Sufi commentaries are explored, which range from philosophical musings to
popular preaching to literary narrative and poetry. Other commentaries from the
classical period are also investigated to provide context in understanding Sufi
approaches and exegetical styles.
In this book Chittick explains Ibn al-Arabi's concept of human perfection, his
World of Imagination, and his teachings on why God's wisdom demands diversity
of religious expression. He then suggests how these teachings can be employed
to conceptualize the study of world religions in a contemporary context. Ibn alArabi, known as the "Greatest Master,"is the most influential Muslim thinker of
the past 600 years. This book is an introduction to his thought concerning the
ultimate destiny of human beings, God and the cosmos, and the reasons for
religious diversity. It summarizes many of Ibn al-Arabi's teachings in a simple
manner. The ideas discussed are explained in detail. The book is divided into
three parts. In the first part Chittick explains Ibn al-Arabi's concept of human
perfection; in the second part he looks at various implications of the World of
Imagination; and in the third part he exposes Ibn al-Arabi's teachings on why
God's wisdom demands diversity of religious expression, and he suggests how
these teachings can be employed to conceptualize the study of world religions in
a contemporary context. William C. Chittick is Associate Professor at the State
University of New York at Stony Brook. He is the author of Faith and Practice of
Islam; A Shi'ite Anthology; The Sufi Path of Knowledge: Ibn al- Arabi's
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Metaphysics of Imagination; and The Sufi Path of Love: The Spiritual Teachings
of Rumi; all published by SUNY Press.
Renowned scholar William C. Chittick explores the worldview of Islam in a series
of essays written over thirty-six years. In Search of the Lost Heart brings together
twenty-six essays by William C. Chittick, renowned scholar of Sufism and Islamic
philosophy. Written between 1975 and 2011, most of these essays are not
readily available in Chittick’s own books. Although this is a collection, its editors
have crafted it to be a book “sufficient unto itself, which, when taken as a whole,
can be said to explore the underlying worldview of Islam.” Chittick draws upon
the writings of towering figures such as Ibn al-‘Arab?, R?m?, and Mull? ?adr?, as
well as other important, but lesser-known thinkers, as he engages with a wide
variety of topics, such as the nature of being and knowledge, the relationship
between love and scriptural hermeneutics, the practical and theoretical
dimensions of Islamic mysticism, the phenomenon of religious diversity, and the
ecological crisis. “Written in the style of scholarship for which William C. Chittick
is well known, this text relates seemingly disparate concepts and presents
complex metaphysical ideas in simple, accessible language. The diversity
amongst the sources translated in this text, and the manner in which Chittick puts
them into conversation with major philosophical debates will prove interesting to
readers with a variety of intellectual interests. Needless to say, In Search of the
Lost Heart: Explorations in Islamic Thought is a significant contribution to the
scholarship on Islamic thought.” — Iranian Studies “Through its diverse
treatments of Islamic thought, this book should aid in verbalizing the spirit of the
Islamic tradition which has provided common grounding for Islamic thinkers
throughout the ages.” —Journal of Shi?a Islamic Studies
'The taste of hidden things' is a portrait of Sufism as a living mystical system.
Sara Sviri brings together the wisdom, metaphysical boldness, and lyrical
passion of the great Sufi masters, past and present. A special place is given to alHakîm at-Tirmidhî. Excerpts from his work, including teaching dreams of his wife,
are published here for the first time in English.
He whole study is well-documented and extremely clearly exposed. Mariasusai
Dhavamony, Gregorianum I concur a and welcome Neudecker's comparative
approach as fundamentally sound and potentially fruitful.John Renard, Islam and
Christian-Muslim Relations R. Neudecker's study, The Voice of God on Mount
Sinaia I believe pioneered a new and promising field of interdisciplinary efforts in
Judaism, Islam, (Christianity, ) and Buddhism with regard to religious
philosophies of scriptural interpretation.Isaiah Teshima, Annual of the Japanese
Biblical Institute a this publication merits the attention of the intercultural scholars,
since it has widened the horizon of revealed texts by implication at least a Anand
Amaladass, Satya Nilayam: Chennai Journal of Intercultural Philosophy Er
(Neudecker) geht aus von den hochst interessanten rabbinischen
Interpretationen...die eine ganze Theologie der Offenbarung umfassen konnten.
a Ein ausserordentlich anregendes Werk aMichael von Bruck, Theologische
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Literaturzeitung a Il faut savoir gre a l'auteur d'avoir constitue un riche dossier et
suggere une methode de lecture meditative capable d'ouvrir bien des portes. a A
peine entame, le chantier semble prometteur.Jacques Scheuer, Revue
Theologique de Louvain
A study of comparative metaphysics that explores the concepts of Reality and
Appearance and their relevance to contemporary religious consciousness. In this
pioneering work of comparative metaphysics, Patrick Laude delves into Buddhist,
Christian, Hindu, Islamic, and Jewish concepts of Reality and Appearance to
offer a uniquely lucid exploration of metaphysical representations of reality,
relativity, appearance, and illusion. Laude includes discussions of the Absolute
and the Relative in Hindu Advaita Ved?nta, Kashmiri ?aivism, Sufi wahdat alwuj?d, and Madhyamaka Buddhism; the metaphysics of salvation in Buddhist
and Christian traditions; and the metaphysics of evil and the distinction between
Reality and Appearance in the Jewish Kabbalah, ?aivism, Christian mysticism,
and the Sufi school of Ibn al-‘Arab?. The book explores how a discerning and
subtle apprehension of the relationship between Reality and Appearance may
help contemporary readers and seekers respond to the acute predicaments of
contemporary religious and spiritual consciousness. “I have rarely read a work
that is so lucid in explaining complex philosophical theories across multiple
traditions, so articulate in constructing concise ideas, and so strategic in
assembling a framework for analysis. This is a unique and special work of
comparative metaphysics rarely found in contemporary works on philosophies of
religion.” — Lee Irwin, author of Alchemy of Soul: The Art of Spiritual
Transformation
The Sufi Path of KnowledgeIbn al-Arabi's Metaphysics of ImaginationSUNY
Press
Ibn 'Abbad of Ronda (1332-1390) wrote to his friends in Fez from the small
Moroccan town of Sale. Here are selections of his letters, dating from 1365 to
1375, blending the lay movement of his time and the Sufi traditions of his past
into a fresh spirituality.
A contemporary presentation of the 99 divine attributes or names of God
according to the Islamic Sufi tradition. In this volume, Tosun Bayrak explains how
to use these Names for the transformation of the soul into its original and
primordial nature.
The relationship between a spiritual master and his disciple (piri-muridi) becomes
important when one witnesses day after day the large numbers of Muslims and
non-Muslims flocking to spiritual masters (pirs) stationed at the various dargahs
of India. "This work discovers that piri-muridi aims at making the disciple see God
in all things while very often allowing him to enjoy wordily success. This is
achieved through a lenghty socialization process that spans a period of time
ranging from twelve years to a lifetime. This socialization process is very painful,
and some disciples (murids) run away. Most, however, remain bound to their pir,
by their vow of allegiance to him, the pir's friendliness, sympathy, material,
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magical and psychological assistance, and when that is not enough, fear of his
magical power. During this period the murid learns to fall in love with the pir
whom he strives to see as the representative of God, by observing, serving, and
seeing the pir's hand in everything that befalls him, and frequently recalling and
concentrating on a mental image of the pir while believing that his actions are
prompted by the pir. Having thus attained union with the pir, he one day suddenly
realizes that the pir is just a curtain or veil that hides something else -- that which
he has truly loved all the time in the image of the pir is God himself. The book is a
mine of empirical information collected in the Nizamuddin dargah, showing how a
set of beliefs contained in constantly narrated stories and experiences are used
to forge, structure, maintain and further the relationship between the pir and his
murid. It will be of interest to scholars of Islam, Indian history and sociology, Sufi
thought and the place of religion in the modern world.
It has been customary to see the Muslim theologian Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (d.
1111) as a vehement critic of philosophy, who rejected it in favour of Islamic
mysticism (Sufism), a view which has come under increased scrutiny in recent
years. This book argues that al-Ghazali was, instead, one of the greatest
popularisers of philosophy in medieval Islam. The author supplies new evidence
showing that al-Ghazali was indebted to philosophy in his theory of mystical
cognition and his eschatology, and that, moreover, in these two areas he
accepted even those philosophical teachings which he ostensibly criticized.
Through careful translation into English and detailed discussion of more than 80
key passages (with many more surveyed throughout the book), the author shows
how al-Ghazali’s understanding of "mystical cognition" is patterned after the
philosophyof Avicenna (d. 1037). Arguing that despite overt criticism, al-Ghazali
never rejected Avicennian philosophy and that his mysticism itself is grounded in
Avicenna’s teachings, the book offers a clear and systematic presentation of alGhazali’s "philosophical mysticism." Challenging popular assumptions about one
of the greatest Muslim theologians of all time, this is an important reference for
scholars and laymen interested in Islamic theology and in the relations between
philosophy and mysticism.
J?m? in Regional Contexts is a study of the reception of the polymath ?Abd alRa?m?n J?m? (d. 898/1492)'s works in various regional traditions throughout the
Islamicate world.
Examines the fierce controversy over the legacy of Ibn 'Arabi, the great Islamic
mystic.
The work of The Golden Sufi Center is to make available the teachings of the
Sufi path. The heart's relationship to God is one of the greatest mysteries, for He
is both far and near, both awesome and intimate. As he looks at this union's
many paradoxes,
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