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The Stuff Of Thought Language As A Window Into Human Nature

Why do we laugh? What makes memories fade? Why do people believe in ghosts? Why do fools fall in love? How the Mind Worksexplores
every aspect of mental life, showing that our minds are not a mystery, but a system of organs of computation designed by natural selection.
'Powerful and gripping . . . To have read it is to have consulted a first draft of the structural plan of the human psyche . . . a glittering tour de
force.' Spectator 'Witty popular science that you enjoy reading for the writing as well as for the science.' The New York Times 'How the Mind
Workswill change the way your mind works.' The Times Now with a new foreword
This book is designed to capture the complexity of the vast domain of the psychology of communication by adding overlays of different logical
approaches to the topic. Each chapter will focus on a different approach. Chapters 2 (behavioristic approach), 3 (humanistic approach), and 4
(interactionist approach) are presented as thesis, antithesis, and synthesis. They focus respectively on input, stored, and fedback information.
Chapters 5 (phylogenetic approach) and 6 (ontogenetic approach) place psychology firmly where it belongs as the study of organisms rather
than of mechanisms. Development from animal to human and from child to adult is emancipation from tyranny of environment. Chapter 7
(pathological approach) explores functional disorders of person-in-environment, since the nervous system “knows” its environment. Chapter
8 (phenomenological approach) deals with the further complexity that the nervous system can be viewed from the inside (experience) as well
as from the outside (behavior). Chapters 9 (simulation approach) and 10 (mediational approach) focus on artificial intelligence (AI) and
intelligence amplification (IA). Computers can be used to emulate or to extend human intelligence. Chapters 11 (biological approach) and 12
(sociological approach) deal with the complexities arising from the fact that the nervous system is embedded in a hierarchy of systems within
systems. They focus on emergence from the level below psychology (biology) and reduction from the level above (sociology). Each approach
will cast some light on the topic from its peculiar perspective. The cumulative effect will be to illuminate the domain in all its complexity.
Whether there ever existed a genuine sociological school of thought based on interactionsim at the University Chicago? and whether Herbert
Blumer misinterpreted the major thrust of George Herbert Mead's thought? This title addresses these questions.
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Why does language move some of us to anxiety or even rage? For centuries, sticklers have donned the cloak of authority to control how
people use words. In this sensational new book, Robert Lane Greene strikes back to defend the fascinating, real-life diversity of this most
basic human faculty. Along the way, he corrects Bill Bryson's 'facts' about words, challenges the rhetoric of Lynne Truss's bestselling Eats,
Shoots & Leaves, and explains why speech is a lot like jazz. Travel with Greene on a rollicking world tour that shows the role language beliefs
play in shaping our identities, for good and ill. From the Tower of Babel to Atatürk's banning of Arabic script, he charts how language 'experts'
moved from myth-making to rule-making and from building cohesive communities to building modern nations. This enthralling book reveals
that our arguments about language may relate to something else entirely, and illuminates the rewards of being flexible with our words. You
Are What You Speak will certainly get people talking. 'An engaging new look at our language and the way people use it, filled with insight and
informative tidbits.' STEVEN PINKER bestselling author of The Stuff of Thought and The Language Instinct
Connections and Symbols provides the first systematic analysis of the explosive new field of Connectionism that is challenging the basic
tenets of cognitive science. Does intelligence result from the manipulation of structured symbolic expressions? Or is it the result of the
activation of large networks of densely interconnected simple units? Connections and Symbols provides the first systematic analysis of the
explosive new field of Connectionism that is challenging the basic tenets of cognitive science. These lively discussions by Jerry A. Fodor,
Zenon W. Pylyshyn, Steven Pinker, Alan Prince, Joel Lechter, and Thomas G. Bever raise issues that lie at the core of our understanding of
how the mind works: Does connectionism offer it truly new scientific model or does it merely cloak the old notion of associationism as a
central doctrine of learning and mental functioning? Which of the new empirical generalizations are sound and which are false? And which of
the many ideas such as massively parallel processing, distributed representation, constraint satisfaction, and subsymbolic or microfeatural
analyses belong together, and which are logically independent? Now that connectionism has arrived with full-blown models of psychological
processes as diverse as Pavlovian conditioning, visual recognition, and language acquisition, the debate is on. Common themes emerge
from all the contributors to Connections and Symbols: criticism of connectionist models applied to language or the parts of cognition
employing language like operations; and a focus on what it is about human cognition that supports the traditional physical symbol system
hypothesis. While criticizing many aspects of connectionist models, the authors also identify aspects of cognition that could he explained by
the connectionist models. Connections and Symbols is included in the Cognition Special Issue series, edited by Jacques Mehler.
Is modernity really failing ? Or have we failed to appreciate progress and the ideals that make it possible ? If you follow the headlines, the
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world in the twenty-first century appears to be sinking into chaos, hatred and irrationality. Yet, Steven Pinker shows, if you follow the
trendlines rather than the headlines, you discover that our lives have become longer, healthier, safer, happier and more prosperous - not just
in the West, but worldwide. Such progress is no accident : it's the gift of a coherent and inspiring value system that many of us embrace
without even realizing it. These are the values of the Enlightenment : reason, science, humanism and progress. In making the case for an
Enlightenment newly recharged for the twenty-first century, Pinker shows how we can use our faculties of reason and sympathy to solve the
problems that inevitably come with being products of evolution in an indifferent universe. We will never have a perfect world, but - defying the
chorus of fatalism and reaction - we can continue to make it a better one.

Pinker's seminal research explores the workings of language and its connections to cognition, perception, social
relationships, child development, human evolution, and theories of human nature. This eclectic collection spans Pinker's
thirty-year career, exploring his favorite themes in greater depth and scientific detail. It includes thirteen of Pinker's
classic articles, ranging over topics such as language development in children, mental imagery, the recognition of
shapes, the computational architecture of the mind, the meaning and uses of verbs, the evolution of language and
cognition, the nature-nurture debate, and the logic of innuendo and euphemism. Each outlines a major theory or takes up
an argument with another prominent scholar, such as Stephen Jay Gould, Noam Chomsky, or Richard Dawkins.
The last sixty years have witnessed a virtual explosion of interest in how modern science and traditional Christianity
intersect. This new rapprochement with science has irrevocably altered how we think of God. It constitutes a foundation
from which we cannot retreat, but from which we also cannot move forward until we examine the presumptions on which
it is based. For the first time, Richard Coleman interprets in a clear and meaningful way the themes and practitioners that
make this rapprochement different, and what it has achieved. But this book is more than description--it is an inquiry into
whether Christian theology has lost its authentic voice by its singular focus on accommodating modern science.
In this influential study, Steven Pinker develops a new approach to the problem of language learning. Now reprinted with
new commentary by the author, this classic work continues to be an indispensable resource in developmental
psycholinguistics. Reviews of this book: "The contribution of [Pinker's] book lies not just in its carefully argued section on
learnability theory and acquisition, but in its detailed analysis of the empirical consequences of his assumptions."
DD--Paul Fletcher, Times Higher Education Supplement "One of those rare books which every serious worker in the field
should read, both for its stock of particular hypotheses and analyses, and for the way it forces one to re-examine basic
assumptions as to how one's work should be done. Its criticisms of other approaches to language acquisition...often go to
the heart of the difficulties." DD--Michael Maratsos, Language "[A] new edition, with a new preface from the author, of the
influential monograph originally published in 1984 in which Pinker proposed one of the most detailed (and according to
some, best) theories of language development based upon the sequential activation of different language-acquisition
algorithms. In his new preface, the author reaches the not very modest conclusion that, despite the time elapsed, his
continues to be the most complete theory of language development ever developed. A classic of the study of language
acquisition, in any case." DD--Infancia y Aprendizaje [Italy]
Why do so many swear words involve sex, bodily functions and religion? Why are some words rude and others aren't?
Why can launching into expletives be so shocking - and sometimes so amusing? Steven Pinker takes us on a fascinating
and funny journey through the world of profanities, taken from his bestselling The Stuff of Thought, to show us why we
swear (whatever our language or culture), how taboos change and how we use obscenities in different ways. You'll
discover that in Québecois French the expression 'Tabernacle' is outrageous, that the Middle Ages were littered with fourletter words, that 'scumbag' has a very unsavoury origin and that in a certain Aboriginal language every word is filthy
when spoken in front of your mother-in-law. Covering everything from free speech to Tourette's, from pottymouthed
celebrities to poetry, this book reveals what swearing tells us about how our minds work. (It's also a bloody good read).
Language, Cognition, and Human Nature collects together for the first time much of Steven Pinker's most influential
scholarly work on language and cognition. Pinker's seminal research explores the workings of language and its
connections to cognition, perception, social relationships, child development, human evolution, and theories of human
nature. This eclectic collection spans Pinker's thirty-year career, exploring his favorite themes in greater depth and
scientific detail. It includes thirteen of Pinker's classic articles, ranging over topics such as language development in
children, mental imagery, the recognition of shapes, the computational architecture of the mind, the meaning and uses of
verbs, the evolution of language and cognition, the nature-nurture debate, and the logic of innuendo and euphemism.
Each outlines a major theory or takes up an argument with another prominent scholar, such as Stephen Jay Gould,
Noam Chomsky, or Richard Dawkins. Featuring a new introduction by Pinker that discusses his books and scholarly
work, this collection reflects essential contributions to cognitive science by one of our leading thinkers and public
intellectuals.
Challenges the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, which claims that the language people speak shapes the way they perceive the
world, arguing against the use of language as a lens through which to better understand human nature.
This volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and describe tabooed words and language
and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. In general, taboo is defined as a proscription of behaviour for a
specific community, time, and context. In terms of language, taboo applies to instances of language behaviour: the use of
certain words in certain contexts. The existence of linguistic taboos and their management lead to the censoring of
behaviour and, as a consequence, to language change and development. Chapters in this volume explore the multiple
types of tabooed language from a variety of perspectives, such as sociolinguistics, anthropology, philosophy, psychology,
historical linguistics, and neurolinguistics, and with reference to fields such as law, publishing, politics, and advertising.
Topics covered include impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation of tabooed words, and
the use of taboo in banter and comedy.
?????????????????????????????????????? ?2015????????? A Year of Books ????? ?2016?10? ???? & ??????
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Auditory-Verbal Therapy: For Young Children with Hearing Loss and Their Families, and the Practitioners Who Guide
Them provides a comprehensive examination of auditory-verbal therapy (AVT), from theory to evidence-based practice.
Key features: Detailed exploration of AVT, including historical perspectives and current research that continue to drive
clinical practiceEssential use of hearing aids, cochlear implants, and other implantable devices, and additional hearing
technologies in AVTGoals of the AV practitioner and strategies used in AVT to develop listening, talking, and
thinkingEffective parent coaching strategies in AVTBlueprint of the AVT sessionStep-by-step AVT session plans for
infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and early school-age childrenCritical partnerships of the family and the AV practitioner
with the audiologist, speech-language pathologist, physical therapist, occupational therapist, hearing resource teacher,
and psychologistFamilies Journeys in AVT from 12 countries around the world In AVT, parents and caregivers become
actively engaged as their child's first and most enduring teachers. Following an evidence-based framework, AuditoryVerbal Therapy: For Young Children with Hearing Loss and Their Families, and the Practitioners Who Guide Them
demonstrates how AV practitioners work in tandem with the family to integrate listening and spoken language into the
child's everyday life. The book concludes with personal family stories of hope, inspiration, and encouragement, written by
parents from twelve countries across the world who have experienced the desired outcomes for their children following
AVT. This book is relevant to AVT practitioners, administrators, teachers of children with hearing loss, special educators,
audiologists, speech-language pathologists, psychologists, surgeons, primary care physicians, and parents.
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???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????Bill Gates
?????????????????????????????? ????????Richard Dawkins ??????????????????????????????? ?????????David
Brooks??????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????The Washington Post
??????????????????????? ???????????Christian Science Monitor
???????????????????……??????????????????????????????? ?????????The Philadelphia Inquirer
???????????????????????????????????? ??????????San Francisco Chronicle ?????????????????????????
???????Scientific American ?????????? ????????Financial Times ?????????????????????? ??????????The Boston
Globe ????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????Atlanta Journal-Constitution
?????????????????????????……?????????????????????? ????????Booklist ?????????????????????????????????????
????????????????……?????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????Publishers Weekly
???????????????????????????……???????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????Kirkus Review ??? ???
(??)
From the vantage point of doing philosophy of language comparatively, Philosophy of Language, Chinese Language,
Chinese Philosophy explores how reflective elaboration of some distinct features of Chinese and of relevant resources in
Chinese philosophy and the development of philosophy of language can contribute to each other.
A classic book about language acquisition and conceptual structure, with a new preface by the author, "The Secret Life of
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Verbs." Before Steven Pinker wrote bestsellers on language and human nature, he wrote several technical monographs
on language acquisition that have become classics in cognitive science. Learnability and Cognition, first published in
1989, brought together two big topics: how do children learn their mother tongue, and how does the mind represent basic
categories of meaning such as space, time, causality, agency, and goals? The stage for this synthesis was set by the fact
that when children learn a language, they come to make surprisingly subtle distinctions: pour water into the glass and fill
the glass with water sound natural, but pour the glass with water and fill water into the glass sound odd. How can this
happen, given that children are not reliably corrected for uttering odd sentences, and they don't just parrot back the
correct ones they hear from their parents? Pinker resolves this paradox with a theory of how children acquire the
meaning and uses of verbs, and explores that theory's implications for language, thought, and the relationship between
them. As Pinker writes in a new preface, "The Secret Life of Verbs," the phenomena and ideas he explored in this book
inspired his 2007 bestseller The Stuff of Thought: Language as a Window into Human Nature. These technical
discussions, he notes, provide insight not just into language acquisition but into literary metaphor, scientific
understanding, political discourse, and even the conceptions of sexuality that go into obscenity.
???????? ?????????????????? ???????????????? ????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????
????????????????????? ???????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????? ? BBC????????????????????? ??????????????????????????? ? ????????? Amazon???????
???????????????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 1. ???????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????? 2. ???????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 3.
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????…… ?????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????? ?????????????????? ?????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????
The codirector of the MIT Center for Cognitive Science explains how language works, how it differs from thought, why
adults have difficulty learning foreign languages, and why computers cannot learn human language. 75,000 first printing.
The Pulitzer Prize finalist author of The Blank Slate presents an accessible study of the relationship between language
and human nature, explaining how everything from swearing and innuendo to prepositions and baby names reveals facts
about key human concepts, emotions, and relationships. Reprint.
Before Steven Pinker wrote bestsellers on language and human nature, he wrote several technical monographs on
language acquisition that have become classics in cognitive science. Learnability and Cognition, first published in 1989,
brought together two big topics: how do children learn their mother tongue, and how does the mind represent basic
categories of meaning such as space, time, causality, agency, and goals? The stage for this synthesis was set by the fact
that when children learn a language, they come to make surprisingly subtle distinctions: pour water into the glass and fill
the glass with water sound natural, but pour the glass with water and fill water into the glass sound odd. How can this
happen, given that children are not reliably corrected for uttering odd sentences, and they don't just parrot back the
correct ones they hear from their parents? Pinker resolves this paradox with a theory of how children acquire the
meaning and uses of verbs, and explores that theory's implications for language, thought, and the relationship between
them.As Pinker writes in a new preface, "The Secret Life of Verbs," the phenomena and ideas he explored in this book
inspired his 2007 bestseller The Stuff of Thought: Language as a Window into Human Nature. These technical
discussions, he notes, provide insight not just into language acquisition but into literary metaphor, scientific
understanding, political discourse, and even the conceptions of sexuality that go into obscenity.
?????3500??????????????????????????? ??????120??????????? ?????????????????????•????????????•????????
????????????????????? ????????1059???????????????????????????
???????1086?????????????????????????????????? ???????•???????????200?????????500?????
??????????????????????????? ???????????????????……??????????????50???? ??????????????????????•??????
????????????Nautilus Book Award??????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????•???2007?5??????????????????100????2011?????????????100?????????????? ??????????????…… ?????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????? ?????? ??????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????……????? ??????????? ????????? ???????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????…… ????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????The
Secret???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????
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Believe it or not, today we may be living in the most peaceful time in out species' history. In this epic exploration of the
human condition, Steven Pinker shows that, despite the constant stream of news about war, crime and terrorism,
violence of all kinds has been decreasing. Barbaric practices such as human sacrifice, torture-executions and chattel
slavery have been abolished; rates of death from war and homicide are dramatically down; and brutality towards
minorities, women, children and animals is in steady decline. Weaving together psychology and history, science and
popular culture, The Better Angles of Our Nature reinvigorates the ideals of modernity, progress and enlightenment. 'His
book will change the way you see the world . . . Pinker's powerful ideas, vivid stories and sparkling prose make this hard
to put down.' Daily Mail 'May prove to be one of the great books of our time . . . he writes like an angel.' Economist
'Masterly, a supremely important book . . . For anyone interested in human nature, it is engrossing.' The New York Times
'Marvellous . . . riveting and myth-destroying.' New Statesman 'A marvellous synthesis of science, history and storytelling,
written in Pinker's distinctively entertaining and clear personal style . . . I was astonished by the extent to which violence
has declined in every shape, form and scale.' Financial Times 'An outstanding fruitful read, with fascinating nuggets on
almost every page.' Sunday Times, Book of the Year
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????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????……???????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????? ——???????????? ?????????????????????????????????????……??????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??? ——???????????? ?????????????????????? ——?????Noam Chomsky???????? ???????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????——??? ——?????Nature????? ??????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
——???????New Scientist??? ??????????????????????????????????????????????——????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????gender??sex??????????????????????????????????
???????????? ——????R. Dawkins???????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????? ——?????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
——??????Scientific American? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????David Attenborough????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ——?????????? ?????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????? ——?????M. Gazzaniga???????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
——???Howard Gardner????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
——??????????Mind and Language? ??? ????(??)
In this book, we have hand-picked the most sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot!), original
and musing book reviews of "The Stuff of Thought: Language as a Window into Human Nature." Don't say we didn't warn
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you: these reviews are known to shock with their unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting
sincerity; others may be spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't have nerves of
steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.
Language has most consistently been chosen as the key to understanding the human mind and to providing the building
blocks necessary for achieving other specificities in human cognition: abstract/propositional thought, recursivity,
decoupling of current situation, creativity, and conscious control. It is not so clear how language influences human
cognition. This book discusses research regarding verbal ability and cognition.
An examination of the human ability to use language by an MIT professor traces the history and evolution of the English
language, the theories of Noam Chomsky, the way children learn to use language, and much more.
What is the secret of good prose? Does it matter in an age of digital media? In this witty, mind-expanding book about the
art and science of writing well, Steven Pinker shows that good style isn't just about rules - it's about empathy, coherence
and adding beauty to the world. 'Witty, direct and idiosyncratic . . . often laugh-out-loud funny . . . refreshingly
uncensorious . . . It helps enormously that he is such a beautiful stylist himself.' Paula Byrne, The Times 'Wonderful . . .
No true lover of this chaotic, unregulated, magnificently vital language could fail to thrill.' Christopher Hart, Sunday Times
'Brainy, funny . . . a comedy of linguistic bad manners.' Peter Conrad, Guardian 'Outstanding . . . the one book I can
unreservedly recommend as a guide on how to write well . . . unique as well as brilliant.' Oliver Kamm, The Times
“If I could give each of you a graduation present, it would be this—the most inspiring book I've ever read." —Bill Gates A provocative history of
violence—from the New York Times bestselling author of The Stuff of Thought, The Blank Slate, and Enlightenment Now. Believe it or not,
today we may be living in the most peaceful moment in our species' existence. In his gripping and controversial new work, New York Times
bestselling author Steven Pinker shows that despite the ceaseless news about war, crime, and terrorism, violence has actually been in
decline over long stretches of history. Exploding myths about humankind's inherent violence and the curse of modernity, this ambitious book
continues Pinker's exploration of the essence of human nature, mixing psychology and history to provide a remarkable picture of an
increasingly enlightened world.
This collection reprints a number of the author's classic articles which explore his favorite themes in greater depth and scientific detail. They
include language development in children, neural network models of language, mental imagery, the recognition of shapes, the meaning and
uses of verbs, the evolution of language and cognition, the nature of human concepts, the nature-nurture debate, the logic of innuendo and
euphemism, and his responses to the ideas of Noam Chomsky, Jerry Fodor, and Richard Dawkins.
A controversial history of violence argues that today's world is the most peaceful time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights
into intrinsic values that are causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
'The most inspiring book I've ever read' Bill Gates, 2017 'A brilliant, mind-altering book ... Everyone should read this astonishing book'
Guardian 'Will change the way you see the world' Daily Mail Shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize 2012 Wasn't the twentieth century the
most violent in history? In his extraordinary, epic book Steven Pinker shows us that this is wrong, telling the story of humanity in a completely
new and unfamiliar way. From why cities make us safer to how books bring about peace, Pinker weaves together history, philosophy and
science to examine why we are less likely to die at another's hand than ever before, how it happened and what it tells us about our very
natures. 'May prove to be one of the great books of our time ... he writes like an angel' Economist 'Masterly, a supremely important book ...
For anyone interested in human nature, it is engrossing' The New York Times 'Marvellous ... riveting and myth-destroying' New Statesman 'A
marvellous synthesis of science, history and storytelling, written in Pinker's distinctively entertaining and clear personal style ... I was
astonished by the extent to which violence has declined in every shape, form and scale' Financial Times 'An outstandingly fruitful read, with
fascinating nuggets on almost every page' Sunday Times, Books of the Year
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