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The Sorites Principle How To Harness The Power Of
Perseverance
This book offers the first synoptic study of how the primary elements in knowledge structures
were analysed in antiquity from Plato to late ancient commentaries. It argues that, in the
Platonic-Aristotelian tradition, the question of starting points was treated from two distinct
points of view: as a question of how we acquire basic knowledge; and as a question of the
premises we may immediately accept in the line of argumentation.
Semantic underspecification is an essential and pervasive property of natural language. This
monograph provides a comprehensive survey of the various phenomena in the field of
ambiguity and vagueness. The book discusses the major theories of semantic indefiniteness,
which have been proposed in linguistics, philosophy and computer science. It argues for a view
of indefiniteness as the potential for further contextual specification, and proposes a unified
logical treatment of indefiniteness on this basis. The inherent inconsistency of natural language
induced by irreducible imprecision is investigated, and treated in terms of a dynamic extension
of the proposed logic. The book is an extended edition of a German monograph and is
addressed to advanced students and researchers in theoretical and computational linguistics,
logic, philosophy of language, and NL- oriented AI. Although it makes extensive use of logical
formalisms, it requires only some basic familiarity with standard predicate logic concepts since
all technical terms are carefully explained.
The Sorites Principle: How to harness the power of perseverance is a powerful unification of
tips, tricks and techniques on how to achieve great things via small efforts. So, do you want to
lose weight, learn a new language, become a film director or just keep your home neat and
tidy? Then the Sorites Principle is just what you need.
Reality is a rather large place. It contains protons, economies, headaches, sentences, smiles,
asteroids, crimes, numbers, and very many other things. Much of the content of our reality
appears to depend on other of its content. Economies, for example, appear to depend upon
people and the way they behave, amongst other things. Some of the content of our reality also
appears to be, in some significant sense, more important than other of its content. Whilst none
of us would wish to deny the very important role that economies play in our lives, most of us
would agree that without matter arranged certain ways in space, for example, there could be
no economies in the first place. Very many contemporary philosophers are concerned with how
exactly we are to fill in the details of this view. What they are inclined to agree on is that reality
has an over-arching hierarchical structure ordered by relations of metaphysical dependence,
where chains of entities ordered by those dependence relations terminate in something
fundamental. It is also commonly taken for granted that what those dependence chains
terminate in is merely contingently existent - those things could have failed to exist - and
consistent - they have no contradictory properties. This volume brings together fifteen essays
from leading and emerging scholars that address these core, yet often under-explored,
commitments.
The Sorites Paradox & Why Is There Something Rather Than Nothing? is the sixty-second
instalment in the Little Blue Book Series and is comprised of the one-hundred and seventh to
the one-hundred and eleventh discourses of the Duodoxy, which is itself the second
disquisition of the founding book of Astronism, called the Omnidoxy. The Little Blue Book
Series was created and first published by Cometan himself as a way to simplify and
commercialise the immensity of the two million word length of the Omnidoxy into smaller, more
bite-size publications. A successful series from its very first published entry, the Little Blue
Book Series has gone on to become a symbol of Astronist commercial literature and a way for
Cometan’s words to reach readers of all ages and abilities who remain daunted by the beauty
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and yet the sheer extensiveness of the Omnidoxy as the longest religious text in history.
What should we make of the vagueness we find in our language and thought? This has been
one of the most debated questions in philosophy in recent decades. Crispin Wright has been a
key figure in this area since the 1970s, and now at last his highly influential work on the topic is
drawn together in a book.
This unique anthology of new, contributed essays offers a range of perspectives on various
aspects of ontic vagueness. It seeks to answer core questions pertaining to onticism, the view
that vagueness exists in the world itself. The questions to be addressed include whether vague
objects must have vague identity, and whether ontic vagueness has a distinctive logic, one that
is not shared by semantic or epistemic vagueness. The essays in this volume explain the
motivations behind onticism, such as the plausibility of mereological vagueness and
indeterminacy in quantum mechanics and they offer various arguments both for and against
ontic vagueness; onticism is also compared with other, competing theories of vagueness such
as semanticism, the view that vagueness exists only in our linguistic representation of the
world. Gareth Evans’s influential paper of 1978, “Can There Be Vague Objects?” gave a
simple but cogent argument against the coherence of ontic vagueness. Onticism was
subsequently dismissed by many. However, in recent years, researchers have become aware
of the logical gaps in Evans’s argument and this has triggered a new wave of interest in
onticism. Onticism is now widely regarded as at least a coherent view. Reflecting this growing
consensus, the present anthology for the first time puts together essays that are focused on
onticism and its various facets and it fills in the lacuna in the literature on vagueness, a muchdiscussed subject in contemporary philosophy.
These two volumes collect the author's published work from the period up to 2000. Together
they will enable all working in the field of ancient philosophy to reassess the contribution of one
of its liveliest and most original minds.
The Sorites PrincipleHow to Harness the Power of Perseverance
Since the 1970s the cognitive sciences have offered multidisciplinary ways of understanding
the mind and cognition. The MIT Encyclopedia of the Cognitive Sciences (MITECS) is a
landmark, comprehensive reference work that represents the methodological and theoretical
diversity of this changing field. At the core of the encyclopedia are 471 concise entries, from
Acquisition and Adaptationism to Wundt and X-bar Theory. Each article, written by a leading
researcher in the field, provides an accessible introduction to an important concept in the
cognitive sciences, as well as references or further readings. Six extended essays, which
collectively serve as a roadmap to the articles, provide overviews of each of six major areas of
cognitive science: Philosophy; Psychology; Neurosciences; Computational Intelligence;
Linguistics and Language; and Culture, Cognition, and Evolution. For both students and
researchers, MITECS will be an indispensable guide to the current state of the cognitive
sciences.
This book proposes a new solution to the problem of vagueness. There are several different
ways of addressing this problem and no clear agreement on which one is correct. The author
proposes that it should be understood as the problem of explaining vague predicates in a way
that systematizes six intuitions about the phenomenon and satisfies three criteria of adequacy
for an ideal theory of vagueness. The third criterion, which is called the “criterion of
precisification”, is the most controversial one. It is based on the intuition that a predicate is
vague only if it is imprecise. The author considers some different definitions of linguistic
imprecision, proposing that a predicate is imprecise if and only if there is no sharp boundary
between objects to which its application yields some particular truth-value and objects to which
its application does not yield that truth-value. The volume critically reviews the current theories
of vagueness and proposes a new one, the Theory of Vagueness as Arbitrariness, which
defines a vague predicate as an arbitrary predicate that must be precisified in order to
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contribute to a sentence that has truth-conditions. The main advantages of this theory over the
current alternatives are that it satisfies all three criteria and systematizes the relevant intuitions.
A provocative ontological-cum-semantic position asserting that the right ontology is austere in
its exclusion of numerous common-sense and scientific posits and that many statements
employing such posits are nonetheless true. The authors of Austere Realism describe and
defend a provocative ontological-cum-semantic position, asserting that the right ontology is
minimal or austere, in that it excludes numerous common-sense posits, and that statements
employing such posits are nonetheless true, when truth is understood to be semantic
correctness under contextually operative semantic standards. Terence Horgan and Matjaz
Potrc argue that austere realism emerges naturally from consideration of the deep problems
within the naive common-sense approach to truth and ontology. They offer an account of truth
that confronts these deep internal problems and is independently plausible: contextual
semantics, which asserts that truth is semantically correct affirmability. Under contextual
semantics, much ordinary and scientific thought and discourse is true because its truth is
indirect correspondence to the world. After offering further arguments for austere realism and
addressing objections to it, Horgan and Potrc consider various alternative austere ontologies.
They advance a specific version they call “blobjectivism”—the view that the right ontology
includes only one concrete particular, the entire cosmos (“the blobject”), which, although it has
enormous local spatiotemporal variability, does not have any proper parts. The arguments in
Austere Realism are powerfully made and concisely and lucidly set out. The authors'
contentions and their methodological approach—products of a decade-long collaboration—will
generate lively debate among scholars in metaphysics, ontology, and philosophy.
A lively and accessible introduction to philosophical paradoxes - ideal for anyone coming to
this fascinating subject for the first time.
Theorists working on metaethics and the nature of normativity typically study goodness,
rightness, what ought to be done, and so on. In their investigations they employ and consider
our actual normative concepts. But the actual concepts of goodness, rightness, and what ought
to be done are only some of the possible normative concepts there are. There are other
possible concepts, ascribing different properties. Matti Eklund explores the consequences of
this thought, for example for the debate over normative realism, and for the debate over what it
is for concepts and properties to be normative. Conceptual engineering - the project of
considering how our concepts can be replaced by better ones - has become a central topic in
philosophy. Eklund applies this methodology to central normative concepts and discusses the
special complications that arise in this case. For example, since talk of improvement is itself
normative, how should we, in the context, understand talk of a concept being better?

This seminal project aims to fundamentally change the way we think about semantics,
from the combined perspectives of the mind, nature, society and culture, with enormous
implications for the human future and what the author originally called its 'post-human'
fate.
Tome II features articles dedicated to the Kierkegaard's Greek sources aside from
Socrates, beginning with a section containing several articles on different aspects of
Aristotle's writings that influenced his thought. This is followed by another section
featuring analyses of other Greek philosophers and philosophical schools, which were
important for him. Finally, a third section explores Kierkegaard's uses of a handful of
Greek poets, dramatists and historians.
The present volume of the Handbook of the History of Logic brings together two of the
most important developments in 20th century non-classical logic. These are manyvaluedness and non-monotonicity. On the one approach, in deference to vagueness,
temporal or quantum indeterminacy or reference-failure, sentences that are classically
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non-bivalent are allowed as inputs and outputs to consequence relations. Many-valued,
dialetheic, fuzzy and quantum logics are, among other things, principled attempts to
regulate the flow-through of sentences that are neither true nor false. On the second, or
non-monotonic, approach, constraints are placed on inputs (and sometimes on outputs)
of a classical consequence relation, with a view to producing a notion of consequence
that serves in a more realistic way the requirements of real-life inference. Many-valued
logics produce an interesting problem. Non-bivalent inputs produce classically valid
consequence statements, for any choice of outputs. A major task of many-valued logics
of all stripes is to fashion an appropriately non-classical relation of consequence. The
chief preoccupation of non-monotonic (and default) logicians is how to constrain inputs
and outputs of the consequence relation. In what is called “left non-monotonicity , it is
forbidden to add new sentences to the inputs of true consequence-statements. The
restriction takes notice of the fact that new information will sometimes override an
antecedently (and reasonably) derived consequence. In what is called “right nonmonotonicity , limitations are imposed on outputs of the consequence relation. Most
notably, perhaps, is the requirement that the rule of or-introduction not be given free
sway on outputs. Also prominent is the effort of paraconsistent logicians, both
preservationist and dialetheic, to limit the outputs of inconsistent inputs, which in
classical contexts are wholly unconstrained. In some instances, our two themes
coincide. Dialetheic logics are a case in point. Dialetheic logics allow certain selected
sentences to have, as a third truth value, the classical values of truth and falsity
together. So such logics also admit classically inconsistent inputs. A central task is to
construct a right non-monotonic consequence relation that allows for these manyvalued, and inconsistent, inputs. The Many Valued and Non-Monotonic Turn in Logic is
an indispensable research tool for anyone interested in the development of logic,
including researchers, graduate and senior undergraduate students in logic, history of
logic, mathematics, history of mathematics, computer science, AI, linguistics, cognitive
science, argumentation theory, and the history of ideas. Detailed and comprehensive
chapters covering the entire range of modal logic. Contains the latest scholarly
discoveries and interprative insights that answers many questions in the field of logic.
Material objects persist through time and survive change. How do they manage to do
so? What are the underlying facts of persistence? Do objects persist by being "wholly
present" at all moments of time at which they exist? Or do they persist by having
distinct "temporal segments" confined to the corresponding times? Are objects threedimensional entities extended in space, but not in time? Or are they four-dimensional
spacetime "worms"? These are matters of intense debate, which is now driven by
concerns about two major issues in fundamental ontology: parthood and location. It is in
this context that broadly empirical considerations are increasingly brought to bear on
the debate about persistence. Persistence and Spacetime pursues this empirically
based approach to the questions. Yuri Balashov begins by setting out major rival views
of persistence — endurance, perdurance, and exdurance — in a spacetime framework
and proceeds to investigate the implications of Einstein's theory of relativity for the
debate about persistence. His overall conclusion — that relativistic considerations favour
four-dimensionalism over three-dimensionalism — is hardly surprising. It is, however,
anything but trivial. Contrary to a common misconception, there is no straightforward
argument from relativity to four-dimensionalism. The issues involved are complex, and
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the debate is closely entangled with a number of other philosophical disputes, including
those about the nature and ontology of time, parts and wholes, material constitution,
causation and properties, and vagueness.
In this book the author pledges for the generalization of the Lupasco-Nicolescu’s Law
of Included Middle [, , and a third value which resolves their contradiction at another
level of reality] to the Law of Included Multiple-Middle [, , and , where is split into a
multitude of neutralities between and , such as , , etc.]. The value (i.e. neutrality or
indeterminacy related to ) actually comprises the included middle value. Further,
similarly to the extension from dialectics to neutrosophy, the author extends the
Principle of Dynamic Opposition [opposition between and ] to the Principle of Dynamic
Neutrosophic Opposition [which means oppositions among , , and ]. Explanation: The
following dialogues are a compilation of different dialogues I had – during the years –
on neutrosophy and related topics with academic colleagues, mostly by email. As they
were non-protocol dialogues, initially not intended for publication, I invented a fictional
character (somehow resurrected from Plato’s dialogues), Filokratos, and put in his
mouth opinions, ideas, questions, comments expressed by academic fellows, in a
collective spirit. Many thanks to all friends and dialogue partners who paid attention to
neutrosophy and connected areas.
This book provides theoretical tools for evaluating the soundness of arguments in the
context of legal argumentation. It deals with a number of general argument types and
their particular use in legal argumentation. It provides detailed analyses of argument
from authority, argument ad hominem, argument from ignorance, slippery slope
argument and other general argument types. Each of these argument types can be
used to construct arguments that are sound as well as arguments that are unsound. To
evaluate an argument correctly one must be able to distinguish the sound instances of
a certain argument type from its unsound instances. This book promotes the
development of theoretical tools for this task.
The topic of vagueness re-emerged in the twentieth century from relative obscurity. It
deals with the phenomenon in natural language that manifests itself in apparent
semantic indeterminacy - the indeterminacy, for example, that arises when asked to
draw the line between the tall and non-tall, or the drunk and the sober. An associated
paradox emphasises the challenging nature of the phenomenon, presenting one of the
most resilient paradoxes of logic. The apparent threat posed for orthodox theories of
the semantics and logic of natural language has become the focus of intense
philosophical scrutiny amongst philosophers and non-philosophers alike. Vagueness,
Logic and Ontology explores various responses to the philosophical problems
generated by vagueness and its associated paradox - the sorites paradox. Hyde argues
that the theoretical space in which vagueness is sometimes ontologically grounded and
modelled by a truth-functional logic affords a coherent response to the problems posed
by vagueness. Showing how the concept of vagueness can be applied to the world,
Hyde's ontological account proposes a substantial revision of orthodox semantics,
metaphysics and logic. This book will be of particular interest to readers in philosophy,
linguistics, cognitive science and geographic information systems.
Is bioethics only about medicine and health care? Law? Philosophy? Social issues? No, on all
accounts. It embraces all these and more. In this book, fifteen notable scholars from the North
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West of England critically explore the main approaches to bioethics—and make a scratch on its
polished surface.
Studies the impact that the advances in philosophy and science had on each other in Greece
between 300 B.C. and A.D. 200.
Fully extended and revised, A Companion to Metaphysics 2nd Edition includes a section of
detailed review essays from renowned metaphysicians, and the addition of more than 30 new
encyclopedic entries, taking the number of entries to over 300. Includes revisions to existing
encyclopedic entries Features more than 30 all-new "A to Z" entries Offers a section of indepth, essays from renowned metaphysicians Provides the most complete and up-to-date
reference guide for students and professionals alike
This book-length treatment provides a unified account of what is distinctive in the ancient
approach to the self-refutation argument.
Questions about truth and questions about reality are intimately connected. One can ask
whether numbers exist by asking "Are there numbers?" But one can also ask what arguably
amounts to the same question by asking "Is the sentence 'There are numbers' true?" Such
semantic ascent implies that reality can be investigated by investigating our true sentences.
This line of thought was dominant in twentieth century philosophy, but is now beginning to be
called into question. In From Truth to Reality, Heather Dyke brings together some of the
foremost metaphysicians to examine approaches to truth, reality, and the connections between
the two. This collection features new and previously unpublished material by JC Beall, Mark
Colyvan, Michael Devitt, John Heil, Frank Jackson, Fred Kroon, D. H. Mellor, Luca Moretti,
Alan Musgrave, Robert Nola, J. J. C. Smart, Paul Snowdon, and Daniel Stoljar.
This book provides an overview of computer techniques and tools — especially from artificial
intelligence (AI) — for handling legal evidence, police intelligence, crime analysis or detection,
and forensic testing, with a sustained discussion of methods for the modelling of reasoning and
forming an opinion about the evidence, methods for the modelling of argumentation, and
computational approaches to dealing with legal, or any, narratives. By the 2000s, the modelling
of reasoning on legal evidence has emerged as a significant area within the well-established
field of AI & Law. An overview such as this one has never been attempted before. It offers a
panoramic view of topics, techniques and tools. It is more than a survey, as topic after topic,
the reader can get a closer view of approaches and techniques. One aim is to introduce
practitioners of AI to the modelling legal evidence. Another aim is to introduce legal
professionals, as well as the more technically oriented among law enforcement professionals,
or researchers in police science, to information technology resources from which their own
respective field stands to benefit. Computer scientists must not blunder into design choices
resulting in tools objectionable for legal professionals, so it is important to be aware of ongoing
controversies. A survey is provided of argumentation tools or methods for reasoning about the
evidence. Another class of tools considered here is intended to assist in organisational aspects
of managing of the evidence. Moreover, tools appropriate for crime detection, intelligence, and
investigation include tools based on link analysis and data mining. Concepts and techniques
are introduced, along with case studies. So are areas in the forensic sciences. Special
chapters are devoted to VIRTOPSY (a procedure for legal medicine) and FLINTS (a tool for
the police). This is both an introductory book (possibly a textbook), and a reference for
specialists from various quarters.
Identity and Discrimination, originally published in 1990and the first book by respected
philosopher Timothy Williamson, isnow reissued and updated with the inclusion of significant
newmaterial. Williamson here proposes an original and rigoroustheory linking identity, a
relation central to metaphysics, andindiscriminability, a relation central to epistemology.
Updated and reissued edition of Williamson’s firstpublication, with the inclusion of significant
new material Argues for an original cognitive account of the relationbetween identity and
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discrimination that has been influential inthe philosophy of perception Pioneers the use of
epistemic logic to solve puzzles aboutindiscriminability Develops the application of techniques
from mathematical logicto understand issues about identity over time and across
possibleworlds

This uniquely interdisciplinary collection of essays derives in part from a two-day
international conference held at Heriot-Watt University in November 1999 and
conceived as a critical forum for the discussion of the concept of interaction. The
collection satisfies a continuing need for interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary
research in the humanities and stems from an awareness of the growing
currency of interactionist theories in several fields and the need to make a critical
contribution to such theories and related concepts such as intersubjectivity and
dialogism. Rather than advancing an apologetic view of interaction as something
given, the contributors carefully consider and challenge commonly held
epistemological and theoretical assumptions relating to the interaction concept.
Interaction, if it is to be a meaningful concept, must be seen in terms of its modes
(e.g. linguistic, media-based), units (language, logic, communication), objectives
(understanding, consensus, stability) and fields of operation (face-to-face
interaction, translation, social codification). This collection is intended to offer a
provisional response to the question posed by one of its contributors, ‘What does
it mean today that communication as the mechanism of social co-ordination has
itself become complex?’. It means that erstwhile certainties of meaning
transmission, stability, duality or dichotomy, identity and difference can be
challenged and theoretically modelled in new contexts. Interdisciplinarity is one
means by which to illuminate this complexity from several sides in the pursuit of
theoretical blind spots in the field of critical communication studies. The book will
be of particular interest to researchers and students in communication theory,
linguistics, translation studies, logic, social psychology, discourse studies,
European Studies, philosophy and semiotics.
Offers a systematic introduction and discussion of all the main solutions to the
sorites paradox and its areas of influence.
There is beginning for anything; we used to hear that phrase.The same wisdom
word applies to us too. What began in 2005 asa short email on some ideas
related to interpretation of the WaveMechanics results in a number of papers and
books up to now.Some of these papers can be found in Progress in Physics
orelsewhere.Our purpose here is to present a selection of those papers in
acompilation which enable the readers to find some coherentideas which
appeared in those articles. For this reason, theordering of the papers here is
based on categories of ideas.
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