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Following a near fatal overdose of painkillers, Daniel Fletcher is resuscitated in a
Los Angeles trauma centre and detained for psychiatric evaluation. However,
what the psychiatrist doesn't know is that 'Daniel Fletcher' is actually John Dolan
Vincent, a young forger who continually reinvents himself to evade capture.
Don Carpenter’s Hard Rain Falling is a tough-as-nails account of being down
and out, but never down for good—a Dostoyevskian tale of crime, punishment,
and the pursuit of an ever-elusive redemption. The novel follows the adventures
of Jack Levitt, an orphaned teenager living off his wits in the fleabag hotels and
seedy pool halls of Portland, Oregon. Jack befriends Billy Lancing, a young black
runaway and pool hustler extraordinaire. A heist gone wrong gets Jack sent to
reform school, from which he emerges embittered by abuse and solitary
con?nement. In the meantime Billy has joined the middle class—married, fathered
a son, acquired a business and a mistress. But neither Jack nor Billy can escape
their troubled pasts, and they will meet again in San Quentin before their strange
double drama comes to a violent and revelatory end.
A womanizer’s struggle for self-control spirals into crime, madness, and murder
Harry White grew up in blue-collar Brooklyn, but the young man’s charm, smarts,
and good looks have helped him earn a place as an uptown junior executive.
White’s gifts have also made his love life easy, and he takes special pleasure in
seducing married women. But when “Harry the Lover” is ready to grow up and
leave his womanizing behind, White finds that suppressing his libido has
dangerous consequences. His attempts at restraint awaken something sinister,
causing White to seek excitement in a new form of violence and depravity.
Shocking and enthralling, The Demon is an unflinching meditation on male vanity
by one of the most acclaimed and original writers of the twentieth century. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Hubert Selby Jr. including rare photos
from the author’s estate.
From headless schoolgirls, to talking food and threesomes, pretty much anything
can happen in these witty, weird and wonderful short stories by Leone Ross.
Ranging from flash fiction to intense psychological drama, magical realism, horror
and erotica, these strange, clever, frank and sometimes very funny stories have a
serious side too. Carefully crafted over 15 years, they explore unbounded
sexualities, a vision of the fluidity of the person, and politics - from the deaths of
black people at the hands of the police, to the deep shifts that signal the subtle
changes in the nature of capitalism and much more. These stories may
sometimes tickle, sometimes shock; but will always engage both the intellect and
the heart.
A darkly transgressive tale of criminality and sex-trafficking, but overall a coming
together of characters from different worlds, uniting against a common enemy,
and fighting for survival and what they believe to be right.
A blood-chilling excursion into the twisted mind of a serial killer by the acclaimed
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author of Last Exit to Brooklyn, Hubert Selby Jr. When the oppressiveness of his
memories becomes too hard to bear, a traumatized veteran decides to die. But
he grows impatient during the legal waiting period to purchase the gun that will
end his sad life. Then he grows angry, resentful of those he blames for his misery
and those he feels simply don’t deserve to live. Suddenly a man with no future
has a new purpose and a new role as avenging angel. As he spirals deeper into
the darkest regions of his twisted imagination, his grisly obsession will give him a
reason to live, propelling him relentlessly forward on his great mission to cleanse
the dirty city of the unworthy. A brilliant and terrifying nightmare from the author
of the critically acclaimed classics Last Exit to Brooklyn and Requiem for a
Dream, Hubert Selby Jr.’s Waiting Period views a grim modern world of pain and
injustice through the eyes of a maniac whose mind is rapidly deteriorating. A dark
and haunting work of raw, savage power, it provides further testament to the
greatness of one of America’s most original contemporary literary artists. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Hubert Selby Jr. including rare photos
from the author’s estate.
Since the publication in 1964 of his novel LAST EXIT TO BROOKLYN, which
quickly became a cult classic, Hubert Selby, Jr., has held a place as one of the
foremost exponents of American underground literature. In this study, James
Giles examines the controversial writer's four novels and one collection of short
stories to make the case that Selby's writings represent an innovative merger of
both "naturalistic" and "surrealistic" modes.
'Superb. Uncomfortable, ambiguous, erotic . . . first rate prose and an oldfashioned ability to tell a story.' Eimear McBride, author of A Girl Is A Half-formed
Thing Maggie is entirely devoted to her husband Thomas, their two beautiful
children, and to God. But then what begins as innocent letter writing with poet
James starts to become something far more erotically charged, their meeting of
minds threatening to become a meeting of bodies. As everything Maggie believes
in is thrown into doubt the reader is drawn ever deeper into the battleground of
her soul. Fire Sermon is a daring debut novel of obsession, desire and salvation
that shows the radical light and dark of love itself. This is a visceral, rich and
devastating portrait of life and loves lived and lost that cannot fail to echo in your
own experience.
After finding a lost address book, the artist sets out to understand its owner by
randomly interviewing contacts to learn more about the personality and past of its
owner.
"While investigating the hit-and-run death of a young boy, Seattle homicide
detective Tracy Crosswhite is thrown headlong into the path of a killer conspiracy
and the only people she can rely on to make it out alive might be those she can
no longer trust"-A re-issue of John O'Brien's debut novel, a masterpiece of modern realism about
the perils of addiction and love in a city of loneliness. Leaving Las Vegas, the first
novel by John O'Brien, is the disturbing and emotionally wrenching story of a
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woman who embraces life and a man who rejects it. Sera is a prostitute, content
with the independence and routine she has carved out for herself in a city defined
by recklessness. But she is haunted by a spectre in a yellow Mercedes, a man
from her past who is committed to taking control of her life again. Ben is an
alcoholic intent on drinking his way towards an early death. Newly arrived from
Los Angeles, he survived the four-hour intoxicated drive across the desert with
his entire savings in his wallet and nothing else left to lose. Looking to satisfy
hungers both material and existential, Ben and Sera stumble together on the strip
and discover in each other a respite from their unforgiving lives. A testimony to
the raw talent of its young author, Leaving Las Vegas is a compelling story of
unconditional love between two disenfranchised and lost souls - an overlooked
American classic.
Reminiscent of Irvine Welsh’s Trainspotting, this debut novel, The Elephant Tree
challenges the reader’s sense of morality with shocking plot twists and vivid
characters.Mark Fallon is an overworked detective investigating a spate of
attacks at a string of high profile city centre nightclubs. Scott is a dejected 24
year old struggling to make ends meet working for his brother and supplementing
his income with a small-scale drug dealing operation. Angela is an attractive 23
year old, raised by her father, a career criminal and small time drug dealer who
supplies Scott with cannabis.This is a chilling tale spanning a few months in the
lives of Scott and Angela, where realizations about the present combine with
shocking revelations from the past leading to an apocalyptic climax where they
no longer know whom they can trust.
Hubert Selby Jr., acclaimed author of the classic novel Last Exit to Brooklyn, tells
the powerful story of an extraordinary bond between an African-American teen
seeking vengeance in the wake of tragedy and an old man who guides him
toward redemption Growing up in New York City’s soul-killing South Bronx
ghetto, Bobby, a young black teenager, has only known violence, poverty, and
despair. But there is one true light in his life: his girlfriend, Maria. On their way to
school one morning, they are set upon by a vicious street gang. Bobby, beaten
bloody and senseless, survives, rescued by an old German man who is himself a
survivor of the Nazi death camps. The man calls himself Moishe, though he
claims not to be Jewish, and he takes the damaged boy under his wing,
determined to help heal his physical and psychological wounds. An unlikely
friendship is born, strengthened by a shared sense of loss and life’s tragic
injustices. But Moishe’s message of learning to forgive the unforgivable falls on
deaf ears, because there is a hole in Bobby’s heart that only revenge can fill.
Hubert Selby Jr.’s extraordinary novel is a devastating work of raw power and
stylistic brilliance that captures the pain and hardship of twentieth-century urban
life. Unflinching and unrelenting, in the vein of his acclaimed masterwork, Last
Exit to Brooklyn, Selby’s The Willow Tree is a dark tale tempered by hope: a
story of love, death, rage, violence, and salvation. This ebook features an
illustrated biography of Hubert Selby Jr. including rare photos from the author’s
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estate.
The “extraordinary” novel of a teenage gang in the 1960s Bronx, by the New
York Times–bestselling author of Clockers and The Whites (Newsweek). The
basis for the feature film, The Wanderers tells the story of teenagers on the
streets of New York City, coming of age and drifting apart. Tormented by coldhearted girls and cold-blooded ten-year-olds, maniacal rivals and murderous
parents, they are caught between juveniles and adults in a gritty novel filled with
“switchblade prose” and “dialogue [that] has the immediacy of overheard
subway conversation”—from an award-winning author renowned for his writing on
HBO’s The Wire and The Night Of, as well as such modern-day classics as Lush
Life and Bloodbrothers (Newsweek). “A kind of teenage Godfather with its own
tight structure of morality, loyalty, survival, and reprisal.” —Los Angeles Free
Press “The flip side of American Graffiti . . . an amalgam of sex, violence, and
humor, glued together with superb dialogue and unsentimental sensitivity.”
—Rolling Stone “A superbly written book . . . insights that allow us—at times force
us—to feel closer to other human beings whether we like and approve of them or
not.” —The New York Times Book Review
The Survivors, their members known only by the order in which they joined, live
alone in a rural Colorado mansion. They believe that sickness bears honesty,
and that honesty bears change. Fueled by the ritualized Cytoxan treatments that
leave them on the verge of death, they instigate the Day of Gifts, a day that spells
shocking violence and the group's demise. Enter Mason Hues, formerly known as
Thirty-Seven, the group's final member and the only one both alive and free.
Eighteen years old and living in a spartan apartment after his release from a year
of intensive mental health counseling, he takes a job at a thrift shop and expects
to while away his days as quietly and unobtrusively as possible. But when his
enigmatic boss Talley learns his secret, she comes to believe that there is still
hope in the Survivor philosophy. She pushes Mason to start the group over
again--this time with himself as One. PartFight Club, partThe Girls, and entirely
unlike anything you've ever experienced, Peter Stenson's Thirty-Seven is an
audacious and austere novel that explores our need to belong. Our need to be
loved. Our need to believe in something greater than ourselves, and ultimately
our capacity for self-delusion.
Robert Coover's imagination blisteringly combines the sinister and the hilarious in writing both wildly energetic and cruelly vaudevillian. In these three short
stories, he conjures macabre scenes of a troubled circus romance, of a brutally
comic traffic accident, and of a single night of babysitting where every hope or
threat of violence or sex is done and undone.
A fresh, personal account of New Zealand, now, from one of our hardest-hitting
writers. Following Once Were Warriors, Alan Duff wrote Maori- The Crisis and the
Challenge. His controversial comments shook the country. A quarter of a century
later, New Zealand and Maoridom are in a very different place. And so is Alan he has published many more books, had two films made of his works, founded
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the Duffy Books in Homes literacy programme and endured 'some less inspiring
moments, including bankruptcy'. Returned from living in France, he views his
country with fresh eyes, as it is now- homing in on the crises in parenting, our
prisons, education and welfare systems, and a growing culture of entitlement that
entraps Pakeha and Maori alike. Never one to shy away from being a whetstone
on which others can sharpen their own opinions, Alan tells it how he sees it.
WINNER OF THE 2018 QUEBEC WRITERS' FEDERATION CONCORDIA
UNIVERSITY FIRST BOOK PRIZE LONGLISTED FOR THE 2018
SCOTIABANK GILLER PRIZE FINALIST FOR THE 2018 GOVERNOR
GENERAL'S LITERARY AWARD FOR FICTION A GLOBE AND MAIL BEST
BOOK OF 2018 A QUILL & QUIRE BOOK OF THE YEAR Fantastical, magnetic,
and harsh—these are the women in Paige Cooper’s debut short story collection
Zolitude. They are women who built time machines when they were nine, who
buy plane tickets for lovers who won’t arrive. They are sisters writhing with
dreams, blasé about sex but beggared by love—while the police horses have
talons and vengeance is wrought by eagles the size of airplanes. Broken-down
motorbikes and housebroken tyrannosaurs, cheap cigarettes and mail
bombs—Cooper finds the beautiful and the disturbing in both the surreal and the
everyday. Troubling, carnal, and haunting, these stories are otherworldly
travelogues through banal, eco-fabulist dystopias. Zolitude is a gorgeous, sad,
and sexy work of slipstream and an atlas of fantastic isolation. The monstrous is
human here, and tender.
A genre-warping, time-travelling horror novel-slash-feminist manifesto for fans of
Clarice Lispector and Jeanette Winterson. Welcome to 1990s Norway. White
picket fences run in neat rows and Christian conservatism runs deep. But as the
Artist considers her work, things start stirring themselves up. In a corner of Oslo a
coven of witches begin cooking up some curses. A time-travelling Edvard Munch
arrives in town to join a death metal band, closely pursued by the teenaged
subject of his painting Puberty, who has murder on her mind. Meanwhile, out
deep in the forest, a group of school girls get very lost and things get very
strange. And awful things happen in aspic. Jenny Hval's latest novel is a radical
fusion of queer feminist theory and experimental horror, and a unique treatise on
magic, writing and art. "Strange and lyrical. Hval’s writing is surreal and rich with
the grotesque banalities of human existence." —Publishers Weekly "The themes
of alienation, queerness, and the unsettling nature of desire align Hval with
modern mainstays like Chris Kraus, Ottessa Moshfegh, and Maggie Nelson."
—Pitchfork
A guide to help aspiring authors make a living through writing covers such topics
as the basics of grammar, writing fiction, working with an editor, computer
hardware and software, selling a book, self-publishing, copyright, and promotion.
“Earthy, thoughtful, funny” stories of love and despair, destiny and dumb luck, by
the author of Last Exit to Brooklyn and Requiem for a Dream (Library Journal).
Hubert Selby Jr. made an indelible mark on contemporary American literature
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with Last Exit to Brooklyn, a controversial novel that explored life at the lowest
strata of urban society. But even before that novel altered the landscape of
American fiction, Selby was honing his literary craft with short fiction that cast the
human condition in a stark light, stories “known for their harrowing portrayal of
mere mortals chasing their delusions down the drain” (Salon.com). The stories
here represent Selby at his best, whether he’s exploring a married commuter’s
fantasy about a stranger he sees every morning on the subway or wryly spinning
the tale of a salesman whose life is dictated by Chinese fortune cookies. In these
pages, a homeless man clings to his old army coat during a bitter lost weekend;
and a young man’s successful attempt to impress a girl on their first date comes
back to haunt him. In the intimate, sometimes shocking portraits collected in
Song of the Silent Snow, Selby finds the delicate balance between joy and
despair, revealing humanity in the darkest corners of existence. “Selby’s writing
never diminished; it always increased. His body of work is among the very
highest of contemporary writers. He did not get the acknowledgment that he
deserved, but he will.” —John Rechy, author of City of Night This ebook features
an illustrated biography of Hubert Selby Jr. including rare photos from the
author’s estate.
Bold and inventive in style, City of Night is the groundbreaking 1960s novel about
male prostitution. Rechy is unflinching in his portrayal of one hustling 'youngman'
and his search for self-knowledge among the other denizens of his neon-lit world.
As the narrator moves from Texas to Times Square and then on to the French
Quarter of New Orleans, Rechy delivers a portrait of the edges of America that
has lost none of its power. On his travels, the nameless narrator meets a
collection of unforgettable characters, from vice cops to guilt-ridden married men
eaten up by desire, to Lance O'Hara, once Hollywood's biggest star. Rechy
describes this world with candour and understanding in a prose that is highly
personal and vividly descriptive.
Secluded in his remand cell, a small-time criminal surrenders himself to sadistic
fantasies of hatred and revenge. Selby's second novel is a claustrophobic
descent into the tormented soul of a man trapped in a loveless society.
A fast-paced and gripping near-future science fiction debut about the gritty world
of competitive gaming... Every week, Kali Ling fights to the death on national TV.
She’s died hundreds of times. And it never gets easier... The RAGE
tournaments—the Virtual Gaming League’s elite competition where the best
gamers in the world compete in a no-holds-barred fight to the digital death. Every
bloody kill is broadcast to millions. Every player is a modern gladiator—leading a
life of ultimate fame, responsible only for entertaining the masses. And though
their weapons and armor are digital, the pain is real. Chosen to be the first
female captain in RAGE tournament history, Kali Ling is at the top of the
world—until one of her teammates overdoses. Now, she must confront the truth
about the tournament. Because it is much more than a game—and even in the
real world, not everything is as it seems. The VGL hides dark secrets. And the
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only way to change the rules is to fight from the inside...
Offers a penetrating critical commentary on the works of twenty-five contemporary
novelists including Barth, Mailer, Bellow, Heller, Updike and Malamud
The RoomPenguin UK
A dazzling fourth novel by the author of The Recognitions, Carpenter’s Gothic, and JR
uses his considerable powers of observation and satirical sensibilities to take on the
American legal system.
A riveting new legal thriller from the bestselling author of "My Sister s Grave." In San
Francisco s seamy Tenderloin district, a teenage street hustler has been murdered in a
shelter for boys. And the dedicated priest who runs the struggling home stands
accused. But despite damning evidence that he s a killer and worse Father Thomas
Martin stands by his innocence. And attorney Peter Donley stands with him. For three
years Donley has cut his legal teeth in his uncle s tiny, no-frills firm, where people come
before profits. Just as Donley is poised to move on to a lucrative dream job, the
shocking case lands in his lap, and he must put his future on hold while putting his
courtroom skills to the test. But a ruthless DA seeking headlines and a brutal homicide
cop bent on vengeance have their own agendas. Now, as he unearths the dirty secrets
surrounding the case, Donley must risk his neck to save his client s life and expose the
face of true evil."
'It is quite an experience to be locked up all by yourself in any size room' says the
anonymous narrator of Hubert Selby Jr.'s second novel. What follows is a startling
series of recollections and fantasies that illuminate the workings of a prisoner's
unhinged mind. He yearns for his violent childhood, rages against obscure authorities,
and imagines enacting horrible revenge on those who imprisoned him. The prisoner's
remand cell becomes the scene of a surreal mental torture. Disorienting, nightmarish
and structurally inventive, "The Room" is a shocking examination of the suffering
humans can inflict on each other.
Harry Goldfarb, heroin addict and son of lonely widow Sara, cares only about enjoying
the good life with girlfriend Marion and best friend Tyrone C Love, and making the most
of all the hash, poppers and dope they can get. Sara Goldfarb sits at home with the TV,
dreaming of the life she could have and struggling with her own addictions - food and
diet pills. But these four will pay a terrible price for the pleasures they believe they are
entitled to. A passionate, heart-breaking tale of the crushing weight of hope and
expectation, Requiem for a Dream is a dark modern-day fable of New York. 'Selby
brings a scorching light to a limited area of human existence, which most people know
of but do not know.' Newsweek 'One of the great American novelists, and one who has
helped us to understand the nature of addiction and the human condition better,
perhaps, than any other.' Guardian
'Her feelings for the child redeemed her from bitterness, and shed some light on the
dark industrial terraces and the waste lands of the city's rubble.' One of the most
acclaimed novelists of her generation, Margaret Drabble is an unmatched observer of
postwar English lives, portraying social change, sexual liberation, landscape, class and
the messy complications of human relationships with intricacy and honesty. In these
two stories of lives colliding, a mother buying a birthday gift has her dreams destroyed,
and a honeymoon leads to an unexpected epiphany. This book contains The Gifts of
War and Hassan's Tower.
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"Few novels have caused as much controversy as Hubert Selby Jr.'s notorious
masterpiece. Described by various reviewers as hellish and obscene, it tells the stories
of New Yorkers who at every turn confront the worst excesses in human nature. Yet
there are moments of exquisite tenderness in these troubled lives. Georgette, the
transvestite who falls in love with a callous hoodlum; Tralala, the conniving prostitute
who plumbs the depths of sexual degradation; and Harry, the strike leader who hides
his true desires behind a boorish masculinity, are unforgettable creations."--Publisher's
website.

Seminar paper from the year 2000 in the subject American Studies - Literature,
grade: 1,3 (A), Humboldt-University of Berlin (American Studies), course:
Hauptseminar Words of the City - City of Words: The City in American Literature
III: 1950 - 1980, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Hubert
Selby, Jr. - short biography Hubert Selby, Jr. was born in Brooklyn, New York, in
1928. In 1944, at the age of fifteen he joined the US marines. After a few months
on harbor duties, he sailed to join the closing stages of World War 2. Two years
later, in Germany, he was taken off ship suffering from tuberculosis. The doctors
said he could not live more than two months, both lungs were totally shot. He got
back to the US and spent the next four years in hospital. That was the time he
started reading. By the time he got out of the hospital, he had ten ribs removed,
one lung collapsed and a piece of the other one removed. A couple of years later,
he had to go to the hospital again. The doctors were telling him again that he is
going to die, that he should just go home and sit quietly and he would soon be
dead. His response to this statement was, "Fuck you, no one tells me what to
do!" After that he realized that someday he was going to die. He knew two things
were going to happen before he died. Number one, he would regret his entire life.
Number two, he would want to live his life over again. And he would die. That
absolutely terrified him to think he would live his entire life, look at it and say,
"Jeez, I blew it. I blew the whole thing." So he got a typewriter and started writing.
"This didn't make me a writer, but provided the incentive to discover that I am a
writer." So, during this time of bad health, he returned to Brooklyn, started to
drink and take drugs and wrote his first book Last Exit to Brooklyn which he
finished after six years and was published in the US in 1964. [...]
"So Real It Hurts is the perfect title for this collection. It's a mission statement. A
few bleeding slices straight from the butcher shop. A sampler from an enormous
archive of work that will, no doubt, be pored over by grad students, book lovers,
film historians, music nerds and straight-up perverts a hundred years from now."
—Anthony Bourdain, from the Introduction Through personal essays and
interviews, punk musician and cultural icon Lydia Lunch claws and rakes at the
reader's conscience in this powerful, uninhibited feminist collection. Oscillating
between provocative celebrations of her own defiant nature and nearly-tender
ruminations on the debilitating effects of poverty, abuse, and environmental
pollution, along with a visceral revenge fantasy against misogynistic men, Lydia
Lunch presents her exploits without apology, daring the reader to judge her while
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she details the traumas and trials that have shaped her into the legendary figure
she's become. Inserted between these biting personal essays, Lunch thoughtful
cultural insights convey a widely-shared desire to forestall inevitable cultural
amnesia and solidify a legacy for her predecessors and peers. Her interview with
Hubert Selby Jr. and profile of Herbert Hunke, her short unromanticized histories
of No Wave and of the late Sixties, and her scathing examination of the
monetization of counterculture (thanks, Vivienne Westwood!) all serve to
reinforce the notion that, while it may appear that there are no more heroes, we
are actually just looking for heroes in the wrong places. The worthy idols of the
past have been obscured by more profitable historical narratives, but Lunch
challenges us to dig deeper. So Real It Hurts pulls the reader into a world that is
entirely hers — one in which she exacts vengeance against predators with an
enviable ease and exerts an almost-sexual dominance over authority, never
permitting those with power to hold on to it too tightly.
A tale of four people trapped by their addictions, the basis for the acclaimed
Darren Aronofsky film, by the author of Last Exit to Brooklyn. Sara Goldfarb is
devastated by the death of her husband. She spends her days watching game
shows and obsessing over appearing on television as a contestant—and her
prescription diet pills only accelerate her mania. Her son, Harry, is living in the
streets with his friend Tyrone and girlfriend Marion, where they spend their days
selling drugs and dreaming of escape. When their heroin supply dries up, all
three descend into an abyss of dependence and despair, their lives, like Sara’s,
doomed by the destructive power of drugs. Tragic and captivating, Requiem for a
Dream is one of Selby’s most powerful works, and an indelible portrait of the
ravages of addiction. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Hubert
Selby Jr. including rare photos from the author’s estate.
“An extraordinary achievement . . . a vision of hell so stern it cannot be chuckled
or raged aside.”—The New York Times Book Review A classic of postwar
American literature, Last Exit to Brooklyn created shock waves upon its release
in 1964 with its raw, vibrant language and startling revelations of New York City’s
underbelly. The prostitutes, drunks, addicts, and johns of Selby’s Brooklyn are
fierce and lonely creatures, desperately searching for a moment of
transcendence amidst the decay and brutality of the waterfront—though none
have any real hope of escape. Last Exit to Brooklyn offers a disturbing yet
hauntingly sensitive portrayal of American life, and nearly fifty years after
publication, it stands as a crucial and masterful work of modern fiction. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Hubert Selby Jr. including rare photos
from the author’s estate.
Fat Phil can't lose at dice, even when his friends turn nasty and he's trying his
hardest; a salesman finds success comes from fortune cookie mottoes, but
panics when these mottoes turn against him; a date goes so perfectly a man
talks himself out of ever seeing the woman again; a commuter finds himself
obsessed with a plain young woman on his train, at the expense of his marriage.
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In this collection of short stories, Hubert Selby Jr. plunges the reader into the
violent, passionate worlds of his protagonists and captures perfectly the delicate
balance between joy and despair.
Irvine Welsh's controversial first novel, set on the heroin-addicted fringe of
working-class youth in Edinburgh, is yet another exploration of the dark side of
Scottishness. The main character, Mark Renton, is at the center of a clique of
nihilistic slacker junkies with no hopes and no possibilities, and only "mindnumbing and spirit-crushing" alternatives in the straight world they despise. This
particular slice of humanity has nothing left but the blackest of humor and a
sharpness of wit. American readers can use the glossary in the back to translate
the slang and dialect--essential, since the dialogue makes the book. This is a
bleak vision sung as musical comedy. Amazon.
The decadence and violence of the urban streets is graphically portrayed in a
novel set in a New York slum
Eva never really wanted to be a mother; certainly not the mother of the unlovable
boy who murdered seven of his fellow high school students, a cafeteria worker
and a teacher who tried to befriend him. Now, two years later, it is time for her to
come to terms with marriage, career, family, parenthood and Kevin's horrific
rampage in a series of startlingly direct correspondences with her absent
husband, Franklyn. Uneasy with the sacrifices and social demotion of
motherhood from the start, Eva fears that her alarming dislike for her own son
may be responsible for driving him so nihilistically off the rails.
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