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As the Cold War ended there was a conscious policy shift in Western countries—and, as a
consequence, among international agencies—which was directed at supporting nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in the developing world. As a result, large amounts of
foreign funds began to be granted to various NGO groups with the ostensible aim of
encouraging pro-people development. This book contributes to the emerging debate which is
questioning the role of foreign funded NGOs. There is a growing awareness that they often
have a powerful and structural influence, impacting on both organisational landscapes and civil
society. In this context, Susantha Goonatilake studies the political economy of NGO activity in
Sri Lanka, a country which once had a vibrant democratic tradition and a functioning civil
society. The author maintains that focused NGO penetration into the country began in the
1980s, simultaneously with the growth of the authoritarian state. He contends that their
subsequent activities in Sri Lanka have had a deep and visible impact on civic life: from
restructuring the state, to de-mobilising the armed forces, to privatising foreign relations, to
controlling key segments of academia and media. To illustrate his argument he takes up four
areas—social development, human rights, international relations and academia—and describes
the role of foreign funded NGOs in all four. Through these case studies the author highlights
his basic premise: that the work of foreign funded NGOs actually undermines local civil
institutions and that they project an implicit agenda for re-colonisation.. Constituting the first
detailed case study of what is happening on the ground, this absorbing book challenges the
widely held view of foreign funded NGOs being unsullied harbingers of good.
This volume covers the language situation in Hong Kong, Timor-Leste and Sri Lanka
explaining the linguistic diversity, the historical and political contexts and the current language
situation, including language-in-education planning, the role of the media, the role of religion
and the roles of non-indigenous languages. Two of the authors are indigenous to the situations
described while the other has undertaken extensive field work and consulting there. The three
monographs contained in this volume draw together the literature on each of the polities to
present an overview of the research available about each of them, while providing new
research-based information. The purpose of the volume is to provide an up-to-date overview of
the language situation in each polity based on a series of key questions in the hope that this
might facilitate the development of a richer theory to guide language policy and planning in
other polities where similar issues may arise. This book was published as special issues of
Current Issues in Language Planning.
??????:??????????????????????????????????????????????????
The United States embargo against Cuba was imposed over fifty years ago initially as a
response to the new revolutionary government's seizure of US properties, which was viewed
by the US as a violation of international law. However, while sanctions can be legitimate
means of enforcing established norms, the Cuban embargo itself appears to be the wrongful
act, and its persistence calls into question the importance and function of international law.
This book examines the history, legality and effects of US sanctions against Cuba and argues
that the embargo has largely become a matter of politics and ideology; subjecting Cuba to
apparently illegitimate coercion that has resulted in a prolonged global toleration of what
appears to be a serious violation of international law. The book demonstrates how the Cuban
embargo undermines the use of sanctions world-wide, and asks whether the refusal of world
governments to address the illegality of the embargo reduces international law to tokenism
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where concepts of sovereign equality and non-intervention are no longer a priority. Despite the
weaknesses of international law, Nigel D. White argues that in certain political conditions it will
be possible to end the embargo as part of a bilateral agreement to restore normal relations
between the US and Cuba and, furthermore, that such an agreement, if it is to succeed, will
have to be shaped by the broad parameters of law and justice. As a fierce re-evaluation of
international law through the story of a country under siege, this book will be of great interest
and use to researchers and students of public international law, international relations, and US
and Latin American politics.
This book investigates the factors that led to the breakdown of democracy and the rise of
violent separatism in Jammu and Kashmir in the 1980s, and how the risk of a large-scale war
has grown in South Asia in the 1990s. Solutions to this conflict need to be based on knowledge
about what caused it as well as perspectives on why this conflict is so particularly dangerous.
Widmalm offers answers in this book, with systematic comparisons over time to establish the
causes of the conflict. He refutes the contention that ethnic factors are the main cause, while
acknowledging that ethnic dividing lines are salient features of the conflict today. Interviews
with representatives of the Indian government, the ISI in Pakistan and separatist leaders in
Jammu and Kashmir are also incorporated.
This book is the revised version of his doctoral thesis on Political Violence in the Third World: A
Case Study of Sri Lanka: 1971-1987 . It is a systematic, empirical study of the left-wing
insurrection by the Janatha Vimkuthi Peramuna (JVP) in April 1971 and the ethnic insurrection
by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) up to the Indo Sri Lanka Accord of 1987. This
is an in-depth study regarding a crucial phase of the on-going political violence in Sri Lanka.
The book emphasizes that the root cause for the Political Violence in Sri Lanka is not only
confined to ethnic groups but also on socio-economic basis too. The study explores the socioeconomic and political background that paved the way to the origin and development of
underground movements, the genesis of ideologies, the strategies and tactics adopted leading
to the escalation of political violence. This book will therefore, serve as a core reading material
to understand the political violence in Sri Lanka. Consequently, it will serve as a very useful
authentic reference material for the students of political science and policy makers concerned
in search of a sustainable consensus and compromise for setting the political violence in Sri
Lanka.
A clear and accessible study of the principle of internal self-determination in international law.
Contributed articles.
Pain, Pride, and Politics is an examination of diasporic politics based on a case study of Sri
Lankan Tamils in Canada, with particular focus on activism between December 2008 and May
2009. Amarnath Amarasingam analyzes the reactions of diasporic Tamils in Canada at a time
when the separatist Tamil movement was being crushed by the Sri Lankan armed forces and
revises currently accepted analytical frameworks relating to diasporic communities. This book
adds to our understanding of a particular diasporic group, while contributing to the theoretical
literature in the area. Throughout, Amarasingam argues that transnational diasporic
mobilization is at times determined and driven as much by internal organizational and
communal developments as by events in their countries of origin, a phenomenon that has
received relatively little attention in the scholarly literature. His work provides an in-depth
examination of the ways in which a separatist sociopolitical movement beginning in Sri Lanka
is carried forward, altered, and adapted by the diaspora and the struggles that are involved in
this process.
The present book examines the internationally facilitated peace process between the
Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in order to
provide critical insights on contemporary attempts at crafting liberal peace in intrastate
conflicts. The general argument is for a broadened political perspective on conflict resolution,
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extending the focus from the narrow confines of formal peace negotiations and elitist crafting of
liberal peace, to the contextual politics of state reforms for group rights and power-sharing and
the associated politics of economic reforms for neoliberal development. In examining the
contextual politics of state and market reforms in Sri Lanka, the book highlight the tensions
between liberal peace and Sinhalese and Tamil nationalisms, demonstrated in the
contestations over political exclusion vs. inclusion in peace negotiations, individual human
rights vs. group rights, territorial power sharing vs. state sovereignty and neoliberal
development vs. social welfare.
Concerns the treatment of the Tamil minority in Sri Lanka.
Sri Lanka, the 'Teardrop Isle', has been under international attention for more than two
decades for its ethnic conflict and civil war, and recently, under intense media scrutiny for what
seems like a decisive end to the civil war. While the ethnic conflict and the civil war have been
the subjects of numerous academic and non-academic studies in both the East and the West,
there has been no significant research on nationalism, particularly Tamil nationalism, as it
manifests itself in Sri Lanka. Pathways of Dissent: Tamil Nationalism in Sri Lanka endeavours
to fill this important academic gap through its collection of ten in-depth essays that present a
wide perspective of the subject. The book holistically portrays Tamil nationalism from various
disciplinary perspectives like history, political science, international relations, art, literature,
sociology and anthropology. In doing so, it tries to understand the nature of nationalism as it
emerges in these areas and adds to the richness and complexity of the problem. The
significance of this collection is not only its breadth of vision, but also the origins of the
hypotheses. The essays cite primary sources from Tamil society and culture that are not
usually referred to. It is the first multi-disciplinary collection of essays exploring the state of Sri
Lankan Tamils and their nationalistic moorings. The book succeeds in adding further
scholarship to the academic debate centred on nationalism, politics, sociology and ethnic
conflicts. Academics and readers with a focus on ethnic conflicts, peace studies, nationalism,
Tamil politics and society and South Asian history will find the book to be an essential
reference source.
Among the examples of civil wars, armed secessionist movements and minority uprisings in
the world today, many involve conflict between a minority group’s aim for political selfdetermination, and the nation state’s resistance to any diminution of sovereignty. With the
expansion of the international regime of human rights, minority groups have reconceptualised
their struggle with the understanding that a minority which is linguistically, religiously or
ethnically distinctive is entitled to self-determination if their aspirations cannot be met. This
book explores the relationship between minority rights, self-determination and secession within
international law, by contextualising these issues in a detailed case study of the rise of Tamil
separatism in Sri Lanka. Welhengama and Pillay show how Tamil communalism hardened into
secession and assess whether the Sri Lankan government has met its obligations with respect
to the right to self-determination short of secession. Focusing on the legal and human rights
arguments for secession by the Tamil community of the North and East of Sri Lanka, the book
demonstrates how the language of international law and international human rights played a
major role in the development of the arguments for secession. Through a close examination of
the case of the Tamil’s secessionist movement the book presents valuable insights into why
modern nation states find themselves threatened by separatist claims and bids for
independence based on ethnicity.
The book provides a detailed historically-based analysis of the origin, evolution and potential
resolution of the civil conflict in Sri Lanka over the struggle to establish a separate state in its
Northern and Eastern provinces. This conflict between the Sri Lankan government and the
secessionist LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) is one of the world’s most intractable
contemporary armed struggles. The internationally banned LTTE is considered the prototype of
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modern terrorism. It is known to have introduced suicide bombing to the world, and recently
became the first terrorist organization ever to acquire an air force. The ‘iron law of ethnicity’ –
the assumption that cultural difference inevitably leads to conflict – has been reinforced by the
9/11 attacks and conflicts like the one in Sri Lanka. However, the connections among ethnic
difference, conflict, and terrorism are not automatic. This book broadens the discourse on the
separatist conflict in Sri Lanka by moving beyond the familiar bipolar Sinhala versus Tamil
ethnic antagonism to show how the form and content of ethnicity are shaped by historical
social forces. It develops a multipolar analysis which takes into account diverse ethnic groups,
intra-ethnic, social class, caste and other variables at the local, regional and international
levels. Overall, this book presents a conceptual framework useful for comparative global
conflict analysis and resolution, shedding light on a host of complex issues such as terrorism,
civil society, diasporas, international intervention and secessionism.
The twentieth century was one of the most violent in all of human history, with more than 100
million people killed in acts of war and persecution ranging from the Herero and Namaqua
genocide in present-day Namibia during the early 1900s to the ongoing conflict in Darfur. This
book explores the root causes of genocide, looking into the underlying psychology of violence
and oppression. Genocide does not simply occur at the hands of tyrannical despots, but rather
at the hands of ordinary citizens whose unresolved pain and oppression forces them to follow a
leader whose demagogy best expresses their own long-developed prejudices and fears. The
book explains how birth trauma, childhood trauma, and authoritarian education can be seen as
the true causes of genocidal periods in recent history.
The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri LankaFrom Communalism to SecessionRoutledge
This paper focuses on the post-colonial ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka between the Tamil and
Sinhalese populations which has generated over 500,000 Tamil asylum seekers worldwide in
the past ten years. The paper has four sections dealing with the root causes of exile, the
process of diaspora, attempts to promote and organize voluntary repatriation and conclusions
to be drawn from these attempts. Section one charts the growth of ethnic polarization and
armed separatism over perceived state discrimination against Tamils in language,
employment, education and settlement issues. Section two describes the Tamil diaspora in
detail, a first wave of emigrants followed by an outflow of asylum seekers concentrated in
Europe and south India. Section three discusses three major international aid programmes for
Sri Lankan refugees since 1987, focusing on voluntary repatriation and relief assistance to
returnees and displaced persons. Conclusions drawn in section four show that voluntary
repatriation for Sri Lankan Tamils remains a favoured but unpredictable solution to the refugee
crisis. Evidence from Sri Lanka suggests that the development of Open Relief Centres
assisting the displaced in their country of origin may offer an important step forward in
preventing mass exoduses. (Author's summary).
Africa has experienced a number of territorial disputes over land and maritime boundaries, due
in part to its colonial and post-colonial history. This book explores the legal, political, and
historical nature of disputes over territory in the African continent, and critiques the content and
application of contemporary International law to the resolution of African territorial and border
disputes. Drawing on central concepts of public international law such as sovereignty and
jurisdiction, and socio-political concepts such as colonialism, ethnicity, nationality and selfdetermination, this book interrogates the intimate connection that peoples and nations have to
territory and the severe disputes these may lead to. Gbenga Oduntan identifies the major
principles of law at play in relation to territorial, and boundary disputes, and argues that the
predominant use of foreign based adjudicatory mechanisms in attempting to deal with African
boundary disputes alienates those institutions and mechanisms from African people and can
contribute to the recurrence of conflicts and disputes in and among African territories. He
suggests that the understanding and application of multidisciplinary dispute resolution
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mechanisms and strategies can allow for a more holistic and effective treatment of boundary
disputes. As an in depth study into the legal, socio-political and anthropological mechanisms
involved in the understanding of territorial boundaries, and a unique synthesis of an African
jurisprudence of international boundaries law, this book will be of great use and interest to
students, researchers, and practitioners in African and Public International Law, International
Relations, and decision-makers in need of better understanding the settlement of disputes over
territorial boundaries in both Africa and the wider world.
Since its inception in 1974, Southeast Asian Affairs (SEAA) has been an indispensable annual
reference for generations of policy-makers, scholars, analysts, journalists, and others.
Succinctly written by regional and international experts, SEAA illuminates significant issues
and events of the previous year in each of the Southeast Asian nations and the region as a
whole. Southeast Asian Affairs 2008 provides an informed and readable analysis of the events
and developments in the region in 2007. In the regional section, the first two articles provide
the political and economic overview of Southeast Asia. They are followed by an article on
Indias geopolitics and Southeast Asia, and two articles on ASEAN. Eleven country reviews as
well as four country-specific thematic chapters follow, delving into domestic political, economic,
security, and social developments during 2007 and their implications for countries in the region
and beyond.
This book proposes and tests a ‘theory of separatism’ to determine if there are key
commonalities as to why separatist movements rise and what fuels them. In the post-Cold War
period separatism has been on the rise. Today, there are more than 100 active separatist
movements, with around 70 of them engaging in violence. This book focuses on examples
from Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia to highlight the commonalities found across the
case studies. It examines the idea of separatism, to better understand what drives movements
to break away from preexisting states; demonstrates the factors which produce both violent
separatism and the rise of armed non-state actors; and shows the options for the resolution of
such conflict, based on considering claims for separatism from the perspectives of separatist
movements. This book will be applicable for undergraduate and postgraduate students of
International Relations and International Politics as well as Conflict/Peace Studies,
Anthropology and Post-Colonial Studies.
At the point of independence in 1948, Sri Lanka was projected to be a success story in the
developing world. However, in July 1983 a violent ethnic conflict which pitted the Sinhalese
against the Tamils began, and did not come to an end until 2009. This conflict led to nearly
50,000 combatant deaths and approximately 40,000 civilian deaths, as well as almost 1 million
internally-displaced refugees and to the permanent migration abroad of nearly 130,000
civilians. With a focus on Sri Lanka, this book explores the political economy of ethnic conflict,
and examines how rival political leaders are able to convince their ethnic group members to
follow them into violent conflict. Specifically, it looks at how political leaders can influence and
utilize changes in the level of economic liberalization in order to mobilize members of a certain
ethnic group, and in the case of Sri Lanka, shows how ethnic mobilization drives can turn
violent when minority ethnic groups are economically marginalized by the decisions that the
majority ethnic group leaders make in order to stay in power. Taking a political economy
approach to the conflict in Sri Lanka, this book is unique in its historical analysis and provides a
longitudinal view of the evolution of both Tamil and Sinhalese ethnic drives. As such, this
interdisciplinary study will be of interest to policy makers as well as academics in the field of
South Asian studies, political science, sociology, development studies, political economy and
security studies.
Among all Indian states, economic and social development in Tamil Nadu has been uniquely
characterized by the political ideologies of the Dravidian parties that have ruled the state from
1967. Starting from a platform of social reform and social justice, the parties have effectively
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transformed institutions and structures in the state to deliver a social welfare agenda, with the
full support of the bureaucracy. The book chronicles the history of the social reform movement,
and how these ideas were implemented in policy and through programmes to bring about
fundamental changes in institutions of governance and delivery of welfare. Case studies of
selected programmes illustrate this development. The author was part of the administration
and a witness as well as a participant of these developments. The book is an intimate narrative
from the point of view of an insider into the DMK and AIADMK regimes and the iconic leaders
of these parties like MGR, M. Karunanidhi, and Jayalalitha.
Tamil Nadu has been playing its legitimate role in the inter-government relationship on the
Tamil issues. The magnitude of the state politics in the problems of Sri Lankan Tamils has
reached its Zenith during the past one decade as a result of the eruption of ethnic violence in
Sri Lanka. Since Tamil Polity has been fully dominated by ethnic political parts, each one has
been trying its level best to project itself as the Vanguard of Tamil Nationalism. This book
traces the approaches of the political parties and especially ethnic political parties towards the
Sri Lankan Tamil issues. It also analyses to what extent the pressure extended by the ethnic
political parties has been taken into account in foreign policy making of Indian Government
during different periods. Significantly this work touches a very important aspect that to what
extent the support extended by the political parties to help themselves to establish firm roots in
provincial polity. This study sheds light on the ambiguous stand of the political parties in Tamil
Nadu over this issue which ultimately has weakened the cause of the Tamils and mislead the
Indian Government which adopted a tough stand without heeding to the plea of the majority of
the Sri Lankan Tamils.
A look behind the scenes of some of India’s most critical foreign policy decisions by the
country’s former foreign secretary and national security adviser. Every country must make
choices about foreign policy and national security. Sometimes those choices turn out to have
been correct, other times not. In this insider's account, Shivshankar Menon describes some of
the most crucial decisions India has faced during his long career in government—and how key
personalities often had to make choices based on incomplete information under the pressure
of fast-moving events. Menon either participated directly in or was associated with all the major
Indian foreign policy decisions he describes in Choices. These include the 2005–08 U.S.–India
nuclear agreement; the first-ever boundary-related agreement between India and China;
India's decision not to use overt force against Pakistan in response to the 2008 terrorist attacks
in Mumbai; the 2009 defeat of the Tamil rebellion in Sri Lanka; and India's disavowal of the firstuse of nuclear weapons. Menon examines what these choices reveal about India's strategic
culture and decisionmaking, its policies toward the use of force, its long-term goals and
priorities, and its future behavior. Choices will be of interest to anyone searching for answers to
questions about how one of the world's great, rising powers makes its decisions on the world
stage, and the difficult choices that sometimes had to be made.
This book offers a comparative view of nine historic separatist movements, some of which
have achieved the break-up of an empire or a state, and others that to date have not. The
authors analyze the long term effects of secession: after partition, ethnic strife typically
continues for generations; minorities decline in status; and democracy and human rights are
derogated.
Through a succession of key stages since Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon) became independent in
1948, its Tamil minority, historically concentrated in the north and east but with an important
segment in Colombo, became alienated from the Sinhalese majority and, after peaceful
opposition failed to secure its rights, resorted to an armed struggle. The Tamil Tigers (LTTE)
today appear to hold the key to their people’s future. While they have suffered setbacks,
including the loss of the Tamil capital, Jaffna, they remain a potent guerrilla force, able to strike
with impunity at both military and civilian targets. The Tigers’ grip on the Tamil population
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seems secure, as does their overseas support and funding from Tamil exiles in Britain,
Canada, and Australia. This book offers a concise history of the Sri Lankan Tamil nation, its
culture, social make-up, and political evolution. In a final chapter, A. J. V. Chandrakanthan
gives a first-hand account of life and attitudes inside the embattled Tamil areas today. A.
Jeyaratnam Wilson teaches in the Department of Political Science at the University of New
Brunswick. He is the author of The Break-Up of Sri Lanka and S. J. V. Chelvanayakam and the
Crisis of Sri Lankan Tamil Nationalism. A. J. V. Chandrakanthan teaches in the Department of
Theology at Concordia University, Montreal.
The regions of Asia and Oceania, with their many diverse peoples, massive size, and vast
cultural history, have birthed some of the most critical conflicts of the modern era. From border
disputes to current nuclear threats to regions still shattered by the effects of past wars, this
volatile region is a key player on the world stage of global conflict. This exciting volume
provides up-to-the minute coverage of the most critical situations and explosive events in the
region, including internal strife in Indonesia, insurgency in southern Thailand, nuclear issues in
India and Pakistan, the Tibetan revolt, the Spratly Islands dispute, and terrorist organizations
such as Abu Sayeff. The conflicts are explored against the backdrop of major conflicts like the
Vietnam War, the Korean War, and the Cold War. Maps, a timeline, an index, and an
annotated bibliography supplement the chapters for a greater understanding of the material.
With ties to several curricular areas, including Asian studies, political science, global studies,
military history, international relations, regional history and politics, this is an essential source
for students of world history and global conflict.
Drawing material from dozens of divided societies, Donald L. Horowitz constructs his theory of
ethnic conflict, relating ethnic affiliations to kinship and intergroup relations to the fear of
domination. A groundbreaking work when it was published in 1985, the book remains an
original and powerfully argued comparative analysis of one of the most important forces in the
contemporary world.
For decades, India has been a conservative democracy governed by the upper caste notables
coming from the urban bourgeoisie, the landowning aristocracy and the intelligentsia. The
democratisation of the ‘world’s largest democracy’ started with the rise of peasants’ parties
and the politicisation of the lower castes who voted their own representatives to power as soon
as they emancipated themselves from the elite’s domination. In Indian state politics, caste
plays a major role and this book successfully studies how this caste-based social diversity gets
translated into politics. This is the first comprehensive study of the sociological profile of Indian
political personnel at the state level. It examines the individual trajectory of 16 states, from the
1950s to 2000s, according to one dominant parameter—the evolution of the caste background
of their elected representatives known as Members of the Legislative Assembly, or MLAs. The
study also takes into account other variables like occupation, gender, age and education.
The International Criminal Court was established in 2002 to prosecute war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide. At its genesis the ICC was expected to help prevent atrocities
from arising or escalating by ending the impunity of leaders and administering punishment for
the commission of international crimes. More than a decade later, the ICC’s ability to achieve
these broad aims has been questioned, as the ICC has reached only two guilty verdicts. In
addition, some of the world’s major powers, including the United States, Russia and China,
are not members of the ICC. These issues underscore a gap between the ideals of prevention
and deterrence and the reality of the ICC’s functioning. This book explores the gaps, schisms,
and contradictions that are increasingly defining the International Criminal Court, moving
beyond existing legal, international relations, and political accounts of the ICC to analyse the
Court from a criminological standpoint. By exploring the way different actors engage with the
ICC and viewing the Court through the framework of late modernity, the book considers how
gaps between rhetoric and reality arise in the work of the ICC. Contrary to much existing
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research, the book examines how such gaps and tensions can be productive as they enable
the Court to navigate a complex, international environment driven by geopolitics. The
International Criminal Court and Global Social Control will be of interest to academics,
researchers, and advanced practitioners in international law, international relations,
criminology, and political science. It will also be of use in upper-level undergraduate and
postgraduate courses related to international criminal justice and globalization.
This thoroughly updated edition with expanded coverage explores the impact of terrorism on
economics, public health, religion and pop culture, and also includes details of ethical issues
and debates relating to terrorism.
A critical analysis of the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka In the eighties, Sri Lanka, once considered
the ‘model’ colony, was torn apart by ethnic strife between the predominantly Buddhist
Sinhalas, constituting almost threequarters of the island’s inhabitants, and the numerically
fewer Tamils, who were a mix of Hindus, Christians and Muslims. Massacres occurred after
the riots of May 1983, and over time about 1,25,000 Tamils entered India as refugees, fleeing
from a virtual civil war which still afflicts the north of the island. The author, a renowned Sri
Lankan analyst of global ethnic conflict, discusses the historical reasons behind the ethnic
violence, especially the growth of the Sinhalas’ feeling of being a beleagured minority despite
their numerical strength. Analysing the present conflict, he shows how the language policy of
‘Sinhala Only’, followed by the government in the sixties, supplanted religion as a divisive
factor and how rivalry over educational and employment opportunities fuelled the schism.
Bringing the story up to the present, de Silva examines the role played by Indian and Tamil
Nadu politicians, and President Kumaratunga’s efforts towards a devolution of power to the
Tamil Provinces. But given the LTTE’s acceptance of nothing less than Eelam, he sees little
hope of an early end to the violence that has racked Sri Lanka for almost two decades now.

Within the larger context of the bitter ethnic strife in Sri Lanka, this timely volume
assembles a multidisciplinary group of scholars to explore the central issue of
Tamil identity. Bringing historical, sociological, political, and geographical
perspectives to bear on the subject, the contributors analyze various aspects of
the Sri Lankan Tamil community as it strives to justify its rightful place on the
island. Exploring the roots of conflict in Sri Lanka, the book traces the distinct
historical origins of the Sri Lankan Tamils, discusses the impact of colonial rule,
assesses the country's caste system, and questions the government's land
settlement policy as well as other discriminatory practices. This exploration
enables the contributors to explain the rise of militant movements in Sri Lanka particularly the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, who demand the right of selfdetermination. Finally, the volume addresses the explosive issues of separatism
and secession.
This dissertation examines the place-making practices through which immigrants
reproduce home in a diasporic context, and the impact of this work on immigrant
subjectivities. It focuses on Sri Lankan Tamils in Toronto who immigrated to
Canada in the context of marginalization by the Sri Lankan state, civil war, and
the growth of militant Tamil separatism, making Canada the home of the largest
Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora in the West. Based on fifteen months of fieldwork
conducted in 2008 -- 2009 in Toronto, this dissertation draws on participant
observation, observation, life histories, and semi-structured interviews, to trace
the material, affective, symbolic, spatial, embodied, and strategic ways through
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which the homeland is (re)produced by people who now occupy a new locale. I
argue that the meaning of home/ the homeland transformed over time, intergenerationally as well as in relation to specific socio-political events. In addition,
their diasporic context also shaped Tamil subjectivities by informing the form and
content of place-making. New diasporic subjectivities were constructed in the
nexus of these socio-temporal processes. As such, historic and contemporary
events related to the homeland acquired new political meaning when collectively
embodied and commemorated from a diasporic location, producing rejuvenated,
newly politicized nationalist subjectivities. The meanings given to the homeland
also transformed across generations, producing a second generation whose
identity was rooted in the increasingly politicized nation, rather than in local lived
contexts of place; contexts which were accessible to the first generation.
Therefore, this research suggests that place and time derive meaning when they
are understood together, for while the meaning of place was temporally inflected,
immigrants' memories of the homeland derived new meaning through their reemplacement in diaspora.
The UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of
Cultural Expressions (CDCE) was adopted in 2005 and designed to allow States
to protect and promote cultural policies. This book examines the effectiveness of
the CDCE and offers ways by which its implementation may be improved to
better attain its objectives. The book provides insight in how the normative
character of the CDCE may be strengthened through implementation and
increasingly recurrent practice based on its provisions. Hailing from various fields
of international law, political and social sciences, the book’s contributors work to
promote discussions on the practical and legal influence of the CDCE, and to
identify opportunities and recommendations for a more effective application. Part
One of the book assesses the effectiveness of the CDCE in influencing other
areas of international law and the work conducted by other intergovernmental
organizations through the recognition of the double nature (cultural and
economic) of cultural goods and services. Part Two focuses on the practice of the
CDCE beyond the recognition of the specificity of cultural goods and services in
international law by addressing the CDCE’s call for greater international
cooperation and stronger integration of cultural concerns in development
strategies at the national and regional levels. The book will be of great use and
interest to academics and practitioners in law, social and political sciences,
agents of governmental and international organizations, and cultural sector
stakeholders.
Wilson (political science, U. of New Brunswick, Canada) analyzes the rise of
Tamil nationalism in Sri Lanka, examining the social and caste structure of the
Tamils and their linguistic, cultural, and literary heritage. He traces the evolution
of Tamil political activity and ethnic consciousness, and details the militarization
of Tamil youth, struggles among Tamil groups, Indian intervention, and phases
leading to the present impasse. The author has written extensively on Sri Lankan
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politics, and was for several years the late President Jayewardene's advisor on
Tamil affairs. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
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