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The Pyramid Ismail Kadare
This book is about how human societies form collective, i.e. shared, memories, with implications for how nations, ancient
and modern, are built. Understanding how nations manipulate the collective memory making process is key to explaining
the behaviors of various state and non-state actors, such as the Islamic State.
Egypt in the twenty-sixth century BC. The young pharaoh Cheops wants to forgo the construction of a pyramid in his
honor, but his court sages hasten to persuade him otherwise. The pyramid, they tell him, is not a tomb but a paradox,
designed to appease the masses by oppressing them. It is a symbol of nothing, a useless and infinite project designed to
waste the country’s wealth and keep security and prosperity, ever the fonts of sedition, constantly at bay. And so the
greatest pyramid in the world has ever seen begins to rise. Rumors multiply. A secret police is formed. Conspiracies—real
and imagined—swirl around the rising edifice. The most drastic purges follow. By the time the first stone is laid, Cheops’s
subjects are terrified enough to yield to his most murderous whims. Each time one of the massive stones is hoisted into
place, dozens of men are crushed, and there are tens of thousands of stones. . . .
This text examines contemporary Albanian literature and culture from an outsider's perspective, bringing major Albanian
literary works to a wide audience.
A group of Albanian friends are torn apart by the political turmoil of the mid 1970s, as the nation's diplomatic ties with
China begin to unravel, and their personal entanglements follow suit in the face of government insecurity
An annotated bibliography covering the best in historical fiction set all around the world
Dedicated to "all those Albanians whose lives have been disrupted by violence and human rights abuses," this
bibliographic guide attests to many unique cultural and other facets of this beleaguered Balkan nation beyond its
contemporary political and economic woes: individuals of note, geology, archeology/prehistory, flora and fauna, travel
accounts, language, arts, media, religion, cuisine, hobbies, social change, women's issues, and Albanian communities
around the world. Includes a chronology, table of place names, note on pronunciation, map, and indexes by author, title,
and subject. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Life is War: Surviving Dictatorship in Communist Albania is a collection of oral histories that guides readers through
through the decades (1944-1992) in which everything was controlled by the Communist Party; what work one could do,
what food was available, and even who one could marry. The reader accompanies Shannon, the author and historian,
through intimate interviews with six Albanian men and women. We hear how everyday people survived shocking living
conditions, political persecution and oppression dependent on ethnicity, political status, gender and sexuality. This is a
thorough and vivid history of lived communism in Albania, charting political and ideological shifts through the experiences
of those who survived. Life is War stands as remarkable and profound testimony to the resilience of humanity in the face
of unrelenting political terror. An accurate and precise historical work, engagingly rendered from life narratives, it plunges
the reader into the difficult emotional truths that are at the core of remembering Albania’s communist past. Life is War is
a valuable contribution to studies of everyday life under communism and dictatorship. Eloquently written and expertly
researched, it will appeal to readers interested in life histories, war, communism, European history and trauma studies.
"Types and stereotypes" is the fourth and last volume of a path-breaking multinational literary history that incorporates
innovative features relevant to the writing of literary history in general. Instead of offering a traditional chronological
narrative of the period 1800-1989, the "History of the Literary Cultures of East-Central Europe" approaches the region s
literatures from five complementary angles, focusing on literature s participation in and reaction to key political events,
literary periods and genres, the literatures of cities and sub-regions, literary institutions, and figures of representation.
The main objective of the project is to challenge the self-enclosure of national literatures in traditional literary histories, to
contextualize them in a regional perspective, and to recover individual works, writers, and minority literatures that national
histories have marginalized or ignored. "Types and stereotypes" brings together articles that rethink the figures of
National Poets, figurations of the Family, Women, Outlaws, and Others, as well as figures of Trauma and Mediation. As
in the previous three volumes, the historical and imaginary figures discussed here constantly change and readjust to new
political and social conditions. An Epilogue complements the basic history, focusing on the contradictory transformations
of East-Central European literary cultures after 1989. This volume will be of interest to the region s literary historians, to
students and teachers of comparative literature, to cultural historians, and to the general public interested in exploring the
literatures of a rich and resourceful cultural region."
??????????,?????,???????????????????????????????:????????,???????????????????,?????,???????????......
Cuando el faraón Keops anuncia su decisión de renunciar a construir una pirámide, en el imperio egipcio cunde el
desconcierto y los sacerdotes escrutan los más antiguos papiros en busca de precedentes en una investigación que los
conducirá a un inesperado descubrimiento. Novela inspirada por el ciclópeo monumento que puede verse aún hoy día
en las afueras de El Cairo y que ha resistido el paso de los siglos, “La pirámide” es una de las metáforas del
totalitarismo más sutiles y poliédricas de las muchas que pueblan las novelas de Ismaíl Kadaré. Traducción de Ramón
Sánchez Lizarralde
On Dec. 13, 1981 Mehmet Shehu, a man who was number two in the Albanian government, was killed. Was it murder or
suicide? Many different politicians in the country might stand to gain from this death. A wonderful analysis of dictatorship
and communistic government.
The General of the Dead Army is a moving and timely meditation on war and its consequences by the winner of the
inaugural Man Booker International Prize, available again in paperback. Twenty years after World War II, an Italian
general—armed with maps, measurements, and dental records—is sent to Albania to recover the remains of his country’s
fallen soldiers. A quarrelsome priest joins him, and in rain and sleet they dig up the Albanian countryside—once a
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battlefield, now a graveyard—checking teeth and dog tags, assembling a dead army in pine-box uniforms. In addition to
the brutal weather, they also battle the hostility of the Albanians working for them. This may be an errand of mercy for the
general, but the chance to humiliate their one-time conquerors offers the Albanians a welcome vengeance. Fighting the
hopelessness of his undertaking, the general finds his movements shadowed by a German general on the same
gruesome mission for his own country. In a terrible crescendo at a wedding, the Italian general must answer for the
crimes of his country and all countries that have invaded this land of eagles, seeking to destroy its people. Enthralling
and poignant, The General of the Dead Army is an elegy for the young people of every country who are sent abroad to
die in battle.
When it was first published in the author's native country, THE PALACE OF DREAMS was immediately banned. The
novel revolves around a secret ministry whose task is not just to spy on its citizens, but to collect and interpret their
dreams. An entire nation's unconscious is thus tapped and meticulously laid bare in the form of images and symbols of
the dreaming mind.
2018???????????????????????????? 1999???????????2004?IMPAC?????????? ????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????
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?????????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????……
This thesis is concerned with two of Ismail Kadare's novels: The Palace of Dreams and The Pyramid. These novels are often read
as allegories of the Communist Regime, and in addition, the analysis presented here views these works as valuable glimpses of
the past as well as the present. Kadare's novels inform and explain Albanian identity, they also articulate the anatomy of systems
of power and power structures, and they illustrate the tension between the individual and his identity and the power structures that
attempt to subject him. Michel Foucault and Louis Althusser's studies on power structures serve as important theoretical lenses in
this analysis. Kadare's novels are considered in a historical context that takes into consideration pre-communist, communist, and
post-communist Albania.
????????????, ???????????????????????????????, ???????????, ?????.......
In the mid-1930s, two Irish Americans travel to the Albanian highlands with an early model of a marvelous invention, the tape
recorder. Their mission? To discover how Homer could have composed works as brilliant and as long as The Iliad and The
Odyssey without ever putting pen to paper. The answer, they believe, can be found only in Albania, the last remaining habitat of
the oral epic. But immediately upon their arrival, the scholars’ seemingly arcane research excites suspicion and puts them at the
center of ethnic strife in the Balkans. Mistaken for foreign spies, they are placed under surveillance and are dogged by gossip and
intrigue. It isn’t until a fierce-eyed monk from the Serbian side of the mountains makes his appearance that the scholars glimpse
the full political import of their search for the key to the Homeric question.
In this volume, some of the 20th-century's greatest playwrights talk about their craft. In doing so, they prove that reports of the
death of the theatre have been greatly exaggerated. From the experiences that inspire their work - Harold Pinter on growing up in
the East End, Arthur Miller on McCarthyism - to their experiences of their work - Edward Albee on ignoring and attacking the
critics, Tom Stoppard on fame and money - these discussions assert a profound belief in the power and necessity of theatre. Other
interviewees include Thornton Wilder, Lillian Hellman, Tennessee Williams, Eugene Ionesco, Samuel Beckett, Athol Fugard, Neil
Simon, John Guare, David Mamet, Sam Shepard, Wendy Wasserstein and August Wilson.
This much-needed guide to translated literature offers readers the opportunity to hear from, learn about, and perhaps better
understand our shrinking world from the perspective of insiders from many cultures and traditions. • Over 1,000 annotated
contemporary world fiction titles, featuring author's name; title; translator; publisher and place of publication; genre/literary
style/story type; an annotation; related works by the author; subject keywords; and original language • 9 introductory overviews
about classic world fiction titles • Extensive bibliographical essays about fiction traditions in other countries • 5 indexes: annotated
authors, annotated titles, translators, nations, and subjects/keywords
Albania is not well known by outsiders; it was deliberately closed to the outside world during the communist era. Now it has
thankfully become free again, its borders are open and it can be visited, and it is increasingly integrating with the rest of Europe
and beyond. Unfortunately, Albania has had its share of problems in the post-communist era; it's a land of destitution and despair,
thanks in part to the Albanian mafia, which has turned the country into one of blood-feuds, kalashnikovs, and eternal crises. Yet,
Albania is, in essence, a European nation like any other and will soon, it is to be hoped, advance and take its proper place in
Europe and the world. The second edition of the Historical Dictionary of Albania relates the history of this little-known country
through a detailed chronology, an introduction, a bibliography, appendixes, and over 700 cross-referenced dictionary entries on
significant persons, places, and events; institutions and organizations; and political, economic, social, cultural, and religious facets.
Psychologically incisive and impeccably crafted, Agamemnon’s Daughter tells the crushing story of passion shattered by a
heartless regime. Once again, Kadare denounces with rare force the machinery of oppression, drawing us back to the ancient
roots of Western civilization and tyranny. This collection also showcases two masterful stories: “The Blinding Order,” a parable
about the uses of terror in the Ottoman Empire, and “The Great Wall,” a chilling duet between a Chinese official and a soldier in
the invading army of the great conqueror, Tamerlane.
June 28, 1389: Six hundred years before Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic called for the repression of the Albanian majority in
Kosovo, there took place, on the Field of the Blackbirds, a battle shrouded in legend. A coalition of Serbs, Albanian Catholics,
Bosnians, and Romanians confronted and were defeated by the invading Ottoman army of the Sultan Murad. This battle
established the Muslim foothold in Europe and became the centerpiece of Serbian nationalist ideology, justifying the campaign of
ethnic cleansing of Albanian Kosovars that the world witnessed with horror at the end of the past century. In this eloquent and
timely reflection on war, memory, and the destiny of two peoples, Ismail Kadare explores in fiction the legend and the
consequences of that defeat. Elegy for Kosovo is a heartfelt yet clear-eyed lament for a land riven by hatreds as old as the
Homeric epics and as young as the latest news broadcast.
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Economics.
Architecture and Control addresses the urgent question residing at the intersection of architectural and cultural theory: how can the
interplay between designed structures and practices of control foster an emergence of the unforeseen and the uncontrolled in
post-2000 architectures and infrastructures?
How can we understand the infinite variety of cities? Darran Anderson seems to exhaust all possibilities in this work of creative
nonfiction. Drawing inspiration from Marco Polo and Italo Calvino, Anderson shows that we have much to learn about ourselves by
looking not only at the cities we have built, but also at the cities we have imagined. Anderson draws on literature (Gustav Meyrink,
Franz Kafka, Jaroslav Hasek, and James Joyce), but he also looks at architectural writings and works by the likes of Bruno Taut
and Walter Gropius, Medieval travel memoirs from the Middle East, mid-twentieth-century comic books, Star Trek, mythical lands
such as Cockaigne, and the works of Claude Debussy. Anderson sees the visionary architecture dreamed up by architects, artists,
philosophers, writers, and citizens as wedded to the egalitarian sense that cities are for everyone. He proves that we must not be
locked into the structures that exclude ordinary citizens--that cities evolve and that we can have input. As he says: "If a city can be
imagined into being, it can be re-imagined as well."
A bridge under construction in 14th Century Albania is secretly sabotaged by ferry men who are afraid of being made redundant.
Officially they blame a prophecy that no bridge will stand over the river without human sacrifice to the water spirits. So the builders
immure a villager and the bridge gets built. A Balkan parable by the author of The Pyramid.
Masterful in its simplicity, Chronicle in Stone is a touching coming-of-age story and a testament to the perseverance of the human
spirit. Surrounded by the magic of beautiful women and literature, a boy must endure the deprivations of war as he suffers the
hardships of growing up. His sleepy country has just thrown off centuries of tyranny, but new waves of domination inundate his
city. Through the boy’s eyes, we see the terrors of World War II as he witnesses fascist invasions, allied bombings, partisan
infighting, and the many faces of human cruelty—as well as the simple pleasures of life. Evacuating to the countryside, he expects
to find an ideal world full of extraordinary things, but discovers instead an archaic backwater where a severed arm becomes a
talisman and deflowered girls mysteriously vanish. Woven between the chapters of the boy’s story are tantalizing fragments of the
city’s history. As the devastation mounts, the fragments lose coherence, and we perceive firsthand how the violence of war
destroys more than just buildings and bridges.
An epic novel of war from the Man Booker International Prize–winning Albanian author who “has been compared to Gogol, Kafka,
and Orwell” (The Independent). Ismail Kadare’s The Siege dramatizes a fictional fifth century assault by the Ottoman Army on a
Christian fortress in the Albanian mountains. As the bloody and psychologically crushing struggle for control unfolds, Kadare’s
narrative opens a window onto the eternal clash between religions and empires. His masterful prose brings to life the exhilaration,
despair, and immediacy of the battlefield—as well as a dramatic view of those who command and those who fight and die. Hailed
by The New Yorker as “Albania’s most distinguished novelist,” Kadare is a hero to his countrymen, as well as an outspoken critic
of all forms of totalitarianism. Here, with this epic novel, he proves himself “an original voice, universal yet deeply rooted in his own
soil” (TheIndependent).

National literary histories based on internally homogeneous native traditions have significantly contributed to the
construction of national identities, especially in multicultural East-Central Europe, the region between the German and
Russian hegemonic cultural powers stretching from the Baltic states to the Balkans. History of the Literary Cultures of
East-Central Europe, which covers the last two hundred years, reconceptualizes these literary traditions by deemphasizing the national myths and by highlighting analogies and points of contact, as well as hybrid and marginal
phenomena that tra
Thirty years have passed since eminent cultural and literary critic Fredric Jameson wrote his classic work, The Political
Unconscious: Narrative as a Socially Symbolic Act, in which he insisted that 'there is nothing that is not social and
historical - indeed, that everything is "in the last analysis" political'. Bringing together a team of leading scholars including
Slavoj Zizek, Joan Ockman, Jane Rendell, and Kojin Karatani, this book critically examines the important contribution
made by Jameson to the radical critique of architecture over this period, highlighting its continued importance to
contemporary architecture discourse. Jameson's notion of the 'political unconscious' represents one of the most powerful
notions in the link between aesthetics and politics in contemporary discourse. Taking this, along with other key concepts
from Jameson, as the basis for its chapters, this anthology asks questions such as: Is architecture a place to stage 'class
struggle'?, How can architecture act against the conditions that 'affirmatively' produce it? What does 'the critical', and 'the
negative', mean in the discourse of architecture? and, How do we prevent architecture from participating in the
reproduction of the cultural logic of late capitalism? This book breaks new ground in architectural criticism and offers
insights into the interrelationships between politics, culture, space, and architecture and, in doing so, it acts as a counterbalast to the current trend in architectural research where a general aestheticization dominates the discourse.
In the Balkan Peninsula, history’s long-disputed bridge between Asia and Europe, the receding Byzantine empire has left
behind a patchwork of warring peoples who fight over everything, from their pastures of sheep to the authorship of their
countless legends. One such gruesome tale declares that a castle under construction cannot be finished until a young
mason’s bride has been walled up alive, one breast left exposed to suckle her growing infant even after her death. Myth
becomes perverse reality when a mason is plastered into a bridge over a strategically important river, where his will not
be the last human sacrifice.
The Man Booker International–winning author of Broken April and The Siege, Albania’s most renowned novelist, and
perennial Nobel Prize contender Ismail Kadare explores three giants of world literature—Aeschylus, Dante, and
Shakespeare—through the lens of resisting totalitarianism. In isolationist Albania, which suffered under a Communist
dictatorship for nearly half a century, classic global literature reached Ismail Kadare across centuries and borders—and
set him free. The struggles of Hamlet, Dante, and Aeschylus’s tragic figures gave him an understanding of totalitarianism
that shaped his novels. In these incisive critical essays informed by personal experience, Kadare provides powerful
evidence that great literature is the enemy of dictatorship and imbues these timeless stories with powerful new meaning.
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With eloquent prose and the narrative drive of a great mystery novel, Kadare renews our readings of the classics and
lends them a distinctly Albanian tint. Like Mark Twain’s Mississippi River, Márquez’s Macondo, and Faulkner’s
Yoknapatawpha County, Kadare’s Albania emerges as a microcosm of civilization; here, blood vengeance in mountain
communities reaches the dramatic heights of Hamlet’s dilemma, funereal rites take on the air of Greek tragedy, and
political repression gives life the feel of Dante’s nine circles of Hell. Like Azar Nafisi’s Reading Lolita in Tehran, Essays
on World Literature casts reading itself as a daring act of resistance to artistic suppression. Kadare’s insights into the
Western canon secure his own place within it.
The PyramidA NovelSimon and Schuster
Provides a comprehensive A to Z reference with more than 600 entries providing facts about modern novelists and their
works.
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