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The armies of Carthage were diverse, made up of men of various ethnic groups,
military specializations, and even motivations. Whilst some were citizen soldiers
fighting on behalf of their state, others were ruthless mercenaries who remained
loyal only so long as they were paid. As the Punic Wars progressed and the
merits of professional soldiers became appreciated, mercenaries became the
backbone of Carthaginian armies. Backed up by detailed reference to historical
sources, this book examines the life of a Carthaginian warrior, following his
experiences from initial recruitment to final battle, and focusing on what he ate,
the equipment he carried and the tactics he used on the battlefield. This in-depth
analysis of warriors in daily life and battle is accompanied by archival
photographs and vibrant illustrations from Steve Noon.
This book shares little-known facts from and excerpts of primary source
documents to correct popular misconceptions about Ancient Rome and to show
how those misconceptions became widespread. Roman personalities and history
have always had a larger-than-life profile in American popular culture, but most
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people think of this ancient civilization as merely decadent, cruel, and elitist. Most
of our stereotypical conceptions of the empire and its people, however, are
wrong. This book corrects popular misconceptions about the ancient Roman
world, thus making ancient history relevant and accessible to modern readers
and allowing modern critics of American politics and society to draw accurate
comparisons. Each chapter discusses how a particular misconception developed,
spread, and evolved into what we now believe to be the historical truth. Topics
discussed include crucifixion, the destruction of Carthage, Julius Caesar's last
words, and Roman hygiene. Excerpts from primary source documents provide
evidence of both the rise of the historical fictions and the truths behind the myths.
• Discusses how historical misconceptions about Ancient Rome proliferated •
Explores a historical truth that runs counter to a misconception in individual
chapters • Helps readers to understand how misconceptions developed and
provides evidence supporting our understanding of the facts in the form of
excerpts from primary source documents • Direct readers to additional print and
electronic information resources
The Histories is a multi-volume work written by Polybius who was taken as a
hostage to Rome after the Roman defeat of the Achaean League, and there he
began to write an account of the rise of Rome to a world power. Polybius'
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Histories begin in the year 264 BC and end in 146 BC. He is primarily concerned
with the 53 years in which Ancient Rome became a dominant world power. This
period, from 220–167 BC, saw Rome subjugate Carthage and gain control over
Hellenistic Greece. Volume I of the Histories contains the first nine Books. Books
I through V cover the affairs of important states at the time (Ptolemaic Egypt,
Hellenistic Greece, Macedon) and deal extensively with the First and Second
Punic Wars. In Book VI he describes the Roman Constitution and outlines the
powers of the consuls, Senate and People. He concludes that the success of the
Roman state was based on their mixed constitution, which combined elements of
a democracy, aristocracy, and monarchy.
The Punic Wars between 264 BCE and 146 BCE were a series of wars fought
between the armies of ancient Carthage and Rome.
The battles for control of the lands of Middle Sea This book usefully, concisely
and comprehensively describes the history of the conflict that raged for a century
between the Roman Republic and the Carthaginian Empire. In the ancient world
these were among the largest conflicts ever fought. At the outset of this struggle
the Carthaginians, who had come from Phoenician beginnings, were the
dominant power in the Mediterranean region. Rome was aggressively in the
ascendant grasping territory with ruthless efficiency. Each side realised that there
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was only room for one power of imperial influence in the region and that this was
a war without compromise--victory or annihilation. The famous and infamous
commanders of both forces appear within these pages, including the indomitable
Hannibal Barca and Scipio Africanus, together with the equally renowned battles
and campaigns that they fought from Spain to Italy and upon the sands of North
Africa itself. The contest resulted, of course, in the destruction of Carthage as
Rome rose to be the most significant imperial power of the ancient world.
Contains useful battle field maps. Leonaur editions are newly typeset and are not
facsimiles; each title is available in softcover and hardback with dustjacket; our
hardbacks are cloth bound and feature gold foil lettering on their spines and
fabric head and tail bands.
Features information on the three Punic Wars between Rome and Carthage,
compiled by Richard Hooker. Notes that the first Punic War began in 264 B.C.
Explains that the third war ended in 146 B.C. with the destruction of Carthage.
This easy-to-use reference book covers the most important people, places,
events, and technologies of Roman warfare during the republic (400–31 BCE),
providing a wealth of reference material and invaluable primary source
documents. • Connects the constant change of the Roman Army adapting to new
enemies and demands to the ongoing political and social changes in Rome itself
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• Provides an easy-to-use, ready reference on Roman warfare during the
Republic based on the most recent research • Includes primary source
documents that provide valuable information and encourage readers to apply
their critical thinking skills • Offers multiple topic finders that make it easy for
readers to find the information they are looking for and follow connections within
the material
Excerpt from A Short History of Ancient Times The present volume consists of
the first half of my second revised "General History," with merely such changes in
a few matters of detail as were necessary in order to make the book independent
of the last half of that work, which part is to be issued as a separate volume
under the title of "A Short History of Mediaeval and Modern Times." About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We
do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
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historical works.
By the middle of the second century BCE, after nearly one hundred years of
warfare, Rome had exerted its control over the entire Mediterranean world,
forcing the other great powers of the region—Carthage, Macedonia, Egypt, and
the Seleucid empire—to submit militarily and financially. But how, despite its
relative poverty and its frequent numerical disadvantage in decisive battles, did
Rome prevail? Michael J. Taylor explains this surprising outcome by examining
the role that manpower and finances played, providing a comparative study that
quantifies the military mobilizations and tax revenues for all five powers. Though
Rome was the poorest state, it enjoyed the largest military mobilization, drawing
from a pool of citizens, colonists, and allies, while its wealthiest adversaries failed
to translate revenues into large or successful armies. Taylor concludes that statelevel extraction strategies were decisive in the warfare of the period, as states
with high conscription and low taxation raised larger, more successful armies
than those that primarily sought to maximize taxation. Comprehensive and
detailed, Soldiers and Silver offers a new and sophisticated perspective on the
political dynamics and economies of these ancient Mediterranean empires.
Religion in ancient Rome encompasses the ancestral ethnic religion of the city of
Rome that the Romans used to define themselves as a people, as well as the
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adopted religious practices of peoples brought under Roman rule. The Romans
thought of themselves as highly religious, and attributed their success as a world
power to their collective piety (pietas) in maintaining good relations with the gods.
According to legends, most of Rome's religious institutions could be traced to its
founders, particularly Numa Pompilius, the Sabine second king of Rome, who
negotiated directly with the gods. This archaic religion was the foundation of the
mos maiorum, "the way of the ancestors" or simply "tradition," viewed as central
to Roman identity. As Rome came into contact with foreign cultures, and
conquered them, foreign religions increasingly attracted devotees among
Romans, who increasingly had ancestry from elsewhere in the Empire. The
emperors promoted the Imperial cult around the empire, and this and imported
mystery religions were generally practiced alongside the official religion.
Ultimately, Roman polytheism was brought to an end with the adoption of
Christianity as the official religion of the empire. The priesthoods of public religion
were held by members of the elite classes. There was no principle analogous to
separation of church and state in ancient Rome. During the Roman Republic
(509-27 BC), the same men who were elected public officials might also serve as
augurs and pontiffs. Priests married, raised families, and led politically active
lives. Julius Caesar became pontifex maximus before he was elected consul. The
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augurs read the will of the gods and supervised the marking of boundaries as a
reflection of universal order, thus sanctioning Roman expansionism as a matter
of divine destiny. The Roman triumph was at its core a religious procession in
which the victorious general displayed his piety and his willingness to serve the
public good by dedicating a portion of his spoils to the gods, especially Jupiter,
who embodied just rule. As a result of the Punic Wars (264-146 BC), when Rome
struggled to establish itself as a dominant power, many new temples were built
by magistrates in fulfillment of a vow to a deity for assuring their military success.
Roman religion was thus practical and contractual, based on the principle of do ut
des, "I give that you might give." Religion depended on knowledge and the
correct practice of prayer, ritual, and sacrifice, not on faith or dogma, although
Latin literature preserves learned speculation on the nature of the divine and its
relation to human affairs. Even the most skeptical among Rome's intellectual elite
such as Cicero, who was an augur, saw religion as a source of social order. For
ordinary Romans, religion was a part of daily life. Each home had a household
shrine at which prayers and libations to the family's domestic deities were
offered. Neighborhood shrines and sacred places such as springs and groves
dotted the city. The Roman calendar was structured around religious
observances. Women, slaves, and children all participated in a range of religious
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activities. Some public rituals could be conducted only by women, and women
formed what is perhaps Rome's most famous priesthood, the state-supported
Vestals, who tended Rome's sacred hearth for centuries, until disbanded under
Christian domination.
This prep book presents a general overview of world history making it an ideal
study aid for those preparing to take the SAT Subject Test World History. Twentyfive units review the entire scope of human history and include: The emergence
of early human communities The development of agricultural societies The
emergence of civilizations Global exchange among peoples The development of
industry Global demographic, economical, ecological, social, and cultural
changes Also included are two full-length model tests with answer explanations
for all questions, plus one more practice test online
A Companion to the Punic Wars offers a comprehensive new survey of the three
wars fought between Rome and Carthage between 264 and 146 BC. Offers a
broad survey of the Punic Wars from a variety of perspectives. Features
contributions from an outstanding cast of international scholars with unrivaled
expertise. Includes chapters on military and naval techniques, strategies,
logistics, and Hannibal as a charismatic general and leader. Gives balanced
coverage of both Carthage and Rome.
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The three Punic Wars lasted over 100 years, between 264 BC and 146 BC. They
represented a struggle for supremacy in the Mediterranean between the
bludgeoning land power of Rome, bent on imperial conquest, and the great
maritime power of Carthage with its colonies and trading posts spread around the
Mediterranean. This book reveals how the dramas and tragedies of the Punic
Wars exemplify many political and military lessons which are as relevant today as
when Hannibal and Scipio Africanus fought to determine the course of history in
the Mediterranean.
From the legendary antagonism between Athens and Sparta during the
Peloponnesian War to the Napoleonic Wars and the two World Wars of the
twentieth century, the past is littered with long-term strategic rivalries. History tells
us that such enduring rivalries can end in one of three ways: a series of
exhausting conflicts in which one side eventually prevails, as in the case of the
Punic Wars between ancient Rome and Carthage, a peaceful and hopefully
orderly transition, like the rivalry between Great Britain and the United States at
the turn of the twentieth century, or a one-sided collapse, such as the conclusion
of the Cold War with the fall of the Soviet Union. However, in spite of a wealth of
historical examples, the future of state rivalries remains a matter of conjecture.
Great Strategic Rivalries explores the causes and implications of past strategic
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rivalries, revealing lessons for the current geopolitical landscape. Each chapter
offers an accessible narrative of a historically significant rivalry, comprehensively
covering the political, diplomatic, economic, and military dimensions of its history.
Featuring original essays by world-class historians--including Barry Strauss,
Geoffrey Parker, Williamson Murray, and Geoffrey Wawro--this collection
provides an in-depth look at how interstate relations develop into often violent
rivalries and how these are ultimately resolved. Much more than an engaging
history, Great Strategic Rivalries contains valuable insight into current conflicts
around the globe for policymakers and policy watchers alike.
In this second edition, Ancient Rome presents an extensive range of material,
from the early Republic to the death of Augustus, with two new chapters on the
Second Triumvirate and The Age of Augustus. Dillon and Garland have also
included more extensive late Republican and Augustan sources on social
developments, as well as further information on the Gold Age of Roman
literature. Providing comprehensive coverage of all important documents
pertaining to the Roman Republic and the Augustan age, Ancient Rome includes:
source material on political and military developments in the Roman Republic
and Augustan age (509 BC – AD 14) detailed chapters on social phenomena,
such as Roman religion, slavery and freedmen, women and the family, and the
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public face of Rome clear, precise translations of documents taken not only from
historical sources but also from inscriptions, laws and decrees, epitaphs, graffiti,
public speeches, poetry, private letters and drama concise up-to-date
bibliographies and commentaries for each document and chapter a definitive
collection of source material on the Roman Republic and early empire. Students
of ancient Rome and classical studies will find this new edition invaluable at all
levels of study.
The ancient world was a time when advanced edged weapons made of metal,
sophisticated bows and siege engines replaced the basic weaponry of the
prehistoric era, and great generals such as Alexander the Great developed battle
tactics and strategies that are still studied today. This volume looks at the battles
that were fought across the globe, whether it was the epic naval battles of
Greece, or archers on elephants in India. The Ancient Wars c.2500BCE-500CE –
the first volume in the Encyclopedia of Warfare Series – shows the conflicts that
raged for two millennia as the first governments emerged and states began to
develop. Starting with the earliest battles known to history, this is a chronological
guide to conflict on every continent, from the Macedonian and Roman Empires to
the great Chinese dynasties, from the early battles for Jerusalem to Hadrian’s
Wall, from the sieges of Troy to the fall of Rome. It tells the stories of how entire
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cities were razed to the ground, and how misjudgements of terrain and bad
weather led to crushing defeats on the battlefield. Featuring full colour maps
illustrating the formations and strategies used, plus narrative descriptions of the
circumstances behind each battle, this is a comprehensive guide to the conflicts
of the ancient world. The Encyclopedia of Warfare Series is an authoritative
compendium of almost five millennia of conflict, from the ancient world to the
Arab Spring. Written in a style accessible to both the student and the general
enthusiast, it reflects the latest thinking among military historians and will prove
an indispensible reference guide.
The Punic Wars 264–146 BCBloomsbury Publishing
To say the Punic Wars (264-146 BC) were a turning point in world history is a
vast understatement. This bloody and protracted conflict pitted two flourishing
Mediterranean powers against one another, leaving one an unrivalled giant and
the other a literal pile of ash. To later observers, a collision between these
civilizations seemed inevitable and yet to the Romans and Carthaginians at the
time hostilities first erupted seemingly out of nowhere, with what were expected
to be inconsequential results. Mastering the West offers a thoroughly engrossing
narrative of this century of battle in the western Mediterranean, while treating a
full range of themes: the antagonists' military, naval, economic, and demographic
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resources; the political structures of both republics; and the postwar impact of the
conflicts on the participants and victims. The narrative also investigates questions
of leadership and the contributions and mistakes of leaders like Hannibal, Fabius
the Delayer, Scipio Africanus, Masinissa, and Scipio Aemilianus. Dexter Hoyos, a
leading expert of the period, treats the two great powers evenly, without
neglecting the important roles played by Syracuse, Macedon, and especially
Numidia. Written with verve in a clear, accessible style, with a range of
illustrations and newly-commissioned maps, Mastering the West will be the most
reliable and engaging narrative of this pivotal era in ancient history.
These changes altered the subsequent trajectory, growth, and overall character
of the empire. Whether or not these changes to the Roman order were positive or
negative is for the reader to decide. However, it is certain that the Punic Wars
altered the Roman Empire forever. The descriptions of Rome (and Sicily) before
and after the wars show the destructive and transformative quality of extreme
and long-lasting warfare. It is important for a modern reader to understand these
changes and influences because the new Rome that emerged at the turn of the
century served as a foundational block of Western civilization.
Offers an introduction to the basic beliefs, practices, and major deities of Greek
and Roman religions A volume in the Blackwell Ancient Religions, Greek and
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Roman Religions offers an authoritative overview of the region’s ancient
religious practices. The author—a noted expert in the field—explores the presence
of divinity in all aspects of ancient life and highlights the origins of myth, religious
authority, institutions, beliefs, rituals, sacred texts, and ethics. Comprehensive in
scope, the text focuses on myriad aspects that constitute Greco-Roman culture
such as economic class, honor and shame, and slavery as well as the religious
role of each member of the family. The integration of ethnic and community
identity with divine elements are highlighted in descriptions of religious festivals.
Greek and Roman Religions presents the evolution of ideas concerning death
and the afterlife and the relation of death to concepts of ultimate justice. The
author also offers insight into the elements of ancient religions that remain
important in our contemporary quest for meaning. This vital text: Offers a
comprehensive review of ancient Greek and Roman religions and their
institutions, beliefs, rituals, and more Examines how the Roman culture and
religions borrowed from the Greek traditions Explores the ancient civilizations of
the Mediterranean Basin Contains suggestions at the end of each chapter for
further reading that include both traditional studies and more recent examinations
of topical issues Written for students of ancient religions and religious studies,
this important resource provides an overview of the ancient culture and history of
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the general region as well as the basic background of Greek and Roman
civilizations.
The Punic Wars between 264 BCE and 146 BCE were a series of wars fought between
the armies of ancient Carthage and Rome. In the years before the battles broke out,
Carthage had risen from a small port community to the Mediterranean region's richest
and most powerful city
The Romans' destruction of Carthage after the Third Punic War erased any
Carthaginian historical record of Hannibal's life. What we know of him comes
exclusively from Roman historians who had every interest in minimizing his success,
exaggerating his failures, and disparaging his character. The charges leveled against
Hannibal include greed, cruelty and atrocity, sexual indulgence, and even cannibalism.
But even these sources were forced to grudgingly admit to Hannibal's military genius, if
only to make their eventual victory over him appear greater. Yet there is no doubt that
Hannibal was the greatest Carthaginian general of the Second Punic War. When he did
not defeat them outright, he fought to a standstill the best generals Rome produced,
and he sustained his army in the field for sixteen long years without mutiny or desertion.
Hannibal was a first-rate tactician, only a somewhat lesser strategist, and the greatest
enemy Rome ever faced. When he at last met defeat at the hands of the Roman
general Scipio, it was against an experienced officer who had to strengthen and
reconfigure the Roman legion and invent mobile tactics in order to succeed. Even so,
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Scipio's victory at Zama was against an army that was a shadow of its former self. The
battle could easily have gone the other way. If it had, the history of the West would
have been changed in ways that can only be imagined. Richard A. Gabriel's brilliant
new biography shows how Hannibal's genius nearly unseated the Roman Empire.
"I wish I knew more about Western history." Adult, parent, student, and traveler: Who of
us hasn't had this thought? Sara Drogin, a veteran high-school history teacher,
addresses this wish with Spare Me the Details!, a "refresher text" for adults and
students. Written in a lively and conversational style, Spare Me the Details! provides a
concise overview of Western civilization. Spare Me the Details! begins with Ancient
Greece and concludes with the twenty-first century. The book describes the key
periods, events, and luminaries of Western history, provides cause-and-effect analysis,
and establishes historical connections across time periods. Additionally, Spare Me the
Details! develops two major themes central to Western civilization: the evolution of
humanism and the growth of democracy. It also pays special attention to the role of
women throughout history and to the connection between the arts and history. Now
you, too, will know the essentials of Western civilization.
A Companion to the Punic Wars offers a comprehensive new survey of the three wars
fought between Rome and Carthage between 264 and 146 BC. Offers a broad survey
of the Punic Wars from a variety of perspectives Features contributions from an
outstanding cast of international scholars with unrivalled expertise Includes chapters on
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military and naval techniques, strategies, logistics, and Hannibal as a charismatic
general and leader Gives balanced coverage of both Carthage and Rome
One of the greatest commanders of the ancient world brought vividly to life: Hannibal,
the brilliant general who successfully crossed the Alps with his war elephants and
brought Rome to its knees. Hannibal Barca of Carthage, born 247 BC, was one of the
great generals of the ancient world. Historian Patrick N. Hunt has led archeological
expeditions in the Alps and elsewhere to study Hannibal's achievements. Now he
brings Hannibal's incredible story to life in this book
Greeks and Carthaginians had disputed the island of Sicily for several centuries without
reaching a decisive result. The Etruscans maintained an alliance with Carthage, which
allowed them for some time to control the Tyrrhenian, until a naval defeat marked the
beginning of Etruscan decadence and allowed Greek expansion into the western
Mediterranean.Sicily became a battleground not only between Greeks and
Carthaginians, but also between the powerful Delos League headed by Athens and its
rival Sparta. From that conflict the city of Syracuse emerged as the main Sicilian force,
and managed to reject some Carthaginian offensives.In the 3rd century BC the conflict
seemed to have reached a point of equilibrium, with some advantage for Carthage,
which controlled most of Sicily.Then a third force emerged on the horizon: Rome.The
new power had subdued the Italian peninsula after several centuries of fighting, and
even Pyrrhus and the cities of Magna Grecia were defeated by the Roman legions that
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now, stopped at the edge of the sea, directed their first looks towards Sicily.
At Zama in what is now Tunisia in 202 BC the armies of two empires clashed. The
Romans under Scipio Africanus won a bloody, decisive victory over Hannibal's
Carthaginians. Scipio's victory signalled a shift in the balance of power in the ancient
world. Brian Todd Carey's compelling reconstruction of the battle, and of the gruelling
war that led up to it, gives a fascinating insight into the Carthaginian and Roman
methods of waging war. And it offers a critical assessment of the contrasting qualities
and leadership styles of Hannibal and Scipio, the two most celebrated commanders of
their age.
Let us consider, to make the next simulation possible, that the political power of
Carthage (the suffetes and the families descended from kings) would have understood
the risk of living in the shadow of Rome. They would understand that, although the
vocation of their people (of Phoenician origin) was essentially mercantilist, they could
not continue to practice it peacefully, should the Roman Senate decide to expand its
territory beyond the Italic peninsula. And so, rather late (because they could have
conquered all of Sicily, involved in the Greek wars a long time ago) than never they
would decide for a total war against Rome, to destroy its political power over the other
nations of the peninsula so that they could conform to a Confederate Republic. This
would not forever prevent the inexorable march of Roman power, but perhaps postpone
or significantly alter its effects.
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Long before the Second Punic War (218 - 201 BC), Rome's influence extended no
further than the Alps, and the wars that it fought consisted of small-scale raids and
cattle rustling, with perhaps the occasional battle between armies. Nevertheless, within
a century the seeds of an empire had been sown in Iberia, Africa, and the Greek east,
and the Roman Republican army became the most successful of its day, establishing
standards of discipline, organization, and efficiency that set a bench mark for the later
armies of Rome. With the evolution of the Roman Republic came the adoption of the
Manipular legion, a formation taken from the hoplite phalanx and first used in mass
deployment against the North African nation of Carthage, during the Punic Wars. In this
book Nic Fields examines the evolution of the Roman army from its defeat at Cannae
through to their final success at Zama which saw a small city-based force evolve into a
Mediterranean powerhouse, demonstrating how and why it became the most highly
organized, sophisticated force in the ancient world.
This book offers the first critical study of the architecture of the Roman triumph, ancient
Rome's most important victory ritual. Through case studies ranging from the republican
to imperial periods, it demonstrates how powerfully monuments shaped how Romans
performed, experienced, and remembered triumphs and, consequently, how Romans
conceived of an urban identity for their city. Monuments highlighted Roman conquests
of foreign peoples, enabled Romans to envision future triumphs, made triumphs more
memorable through emotional arousal of spectators, and even generated distorted
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memories of triumphs that might never have occurred. This book illustrates the farreaching impact of the architecture of the triumph on how Romans thought about this
ritual and, ultimately, their own place within the Mediterranean world. In doing so, it
offers a new model for historicizing the interrelations between monuments, individual
and shared memory, and collective identities.
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