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The Pun Also Rises How The Humble Pun Revolutionized Language Changed
History And Made Wordplay More Than Some Antics

Irony in Language and Thought assembles an interdisciplinary collection of seminal empirical and theoretical papers on
irony in language and thought into one comprehensive book. A much-needed resource in the area of figurative language,
this volume centers on a theme from cognitive science - that irony is a fundamental way of thinking about the human
experience. The editors lend perspective in the form of opening and closing chapters, which enable readers to see how
such works have furthered the field, as well as to inspire present and future scholars. Featured articles focus on the
following topics: theories of irony, addressing primarily comprehension of its verbal form context in irony comprehension
social functions of irony the development of irony understanding situational irony. Scholars and students in psychology,
linguistics, philosophy, literature, anthropology, artificial intelligence, art, and communications will consider this book an
excellent resource. It serves as an ideal supplement in courses that present major ideas in language and thought.
? ???????2013?????? ? ??????2014????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????? ??? ?????? ? ??????????????……??????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????Sarah Waters? ?
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????……???????? ?????????????P
Theroux???????The Lower River????????????The Great Railway Bazaar??? ?
??????????????????????????????????????????????……????????????????? ??????????????Anthony
Doerr??????????????All the Light We Cannot See??????????Four Seasons in Rome??????????The Shell Collector??? ?
?????????????……???????????????? ??????????????Madison Smartt Bell???????The Color of Night????????????All
Souls’ Rising??? ? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????……???????????????? ???????????The
Boston Globe? ? ??????????????????????? ??????????Wall Street Journal? ?
???????????????????????????????????????????????……??????????????????? ????????????The New York Times Boo
Review? ? ???????????????????? ??????????New York? ? ????????????……????????????????????????????????????
???????????Chicago Tribune? ? ?????????????????????????????????????????……?????????????????????????????
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???????????The Times? ? ???????……????????????????????????????????……??????????????? ???????????The Daily
Mail? ? ??????????……???????????????????????????????? ?????????The Guardian? ?
??????????????……?????……?????????????? ??????????The Toronto Star?
Fifty Short Humour stories from contributors to The Writers' Showcase of The Short Humour Site: http://www.shorthumour.org.uk.
Just Kidding is for anyone who wants to learn how to use humor more effectively in their daily lives. It includes opinions,
advice, and examples from comics, celebrities, and politicians. Topics include basic principles of comedy, political
correctness, strategies to avoid potential pitfalls, and exercises to build humor skills.
The new edition of Subediting and Production for Journalists is a concise, clear and contemporary introduction to the
skills required for subediting newspapers, magazines and websites. Tim Holmes describes how subediting has
developed, from the early days of print to the modern era of the internet browser and social media, and explores the
many challenges for the sub working today. Using numerous practical examples drawn from print and online, Subediting
and Production for Journalists introduces the various techniques employed by the sub to help make the written word
stand out on the page, including: subbing news and features for sense and style writing headlines and sells making copy
legally safe understanding production, using software packages and content management systems editing and rewriting
stories for online publication creating suitable page furniture for websites handling and sizing pictures digitally handling
audio and video. Subediting and Production for Journalists is the perfect guide for all those with an interest in subbing in
today’s multimedia environments, as well as anyone wanting to see their words come to life.
??????????
The essential handbook for reading teachers, now aligned with the Common Core The Reading Teacher's Book of Lists
is the definitive instructional resource for anyone who teaches reading or works in a K-12 English language arts-related
field. Newly revised and ready for instant application, this top seller provides up-to-date reading, writing, and language
content in more than 240 lists for developing targeted instruction, plus section briefs linking content to research-based
teaching practices. This new sixth edition includes a guide that maps the lists to specific Common Core standards for
easy lesson planning, and features fifty brand-new lists on: academic and domain-specific vocabulary, foundation skills,
rhyming words, second language development, context clues, and more. This edition also includes an expanded writing
section that covers registers, signal and transition words, and writers' craft. Brimming with practical examples, key words,
teaching ideas, and activities that can be used as-is or adapted to students' needs, these lists are ready to differentiate
instruction for an individual student, small-group, or planning multilevel instruction for your whole class. Reading is the
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center of all school curricula due to recent state and federal initiatives including rigorous standards and new
assessments. This book allows to you skip years of curating content and dive right into the classroom armed with smart,
relevant, and effective plans. Develop focused learning materials quickly and easily Create unit-specific Common Core
aligned lesson plans Link classroom practice to key research in reading, language arts and learning Adapt ready-made
ideas to any classroom or level It's more important than ever for students to have access to quality literacy instruction.
Timely, up to date, and distinctively smart, The Reading Teacher's Book of Lists should be on every English language
arts teacher's desk, librarian's shelf, literacy coach's resource list, and reading professor's radar.
The Pun Also RisesHow the Humble Pun Revolutionized Language, Changed History, and Made Wordplay M ore Than
Some AnticsPenguin
??????????????????????·?????????????????????????????????????
A funny, erudite, and provocative exploration of puns, the people who make them, and this derided wordplay's remarkable impact on human
history. In The Pun Also Rises, John Pollack-a former World Pun Champion and presidential speechwriter for Bill Clinton-explains why puns
matter: They revolutionized language and played a pivotal role in making the modern world possible. Skillfully weaving together stories and
evidence from history, brain science, pop culture, literature, anthropology, and humor, The Pun Also Rises is an authoritative yet playful
exploration of puns. With an engaging narrative, this book answers fundamental questions: Just what are puns? Why do people make them?
How did punning impact the development of human language, and how did that drive creativity and progress? And why, after centuries of
decline, does the pun still matter? At once entertaining and educational, this engaging book builds a compelling case for the powerful and
enduring role of puns in human discourse and innovation, and why they'll always be more than just some antics.
Upon its publication in 1871, Charles Darwin's The Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Sex sent shock waves through the scientific
community and the public at large. In an original and persuasive study, Bert Bender demonstrates that it is this treatise on sexual selection,
rather than any of Darwin's earlier works on evolution, that provoked the most immediate and vigorous response from American fiction
writers. These authors embraced and incorporated Darwin's theories, insights, and language, creating an increasingly dark and violent view
of sexual love in American realist literature. In The Descent of Love, Bender carefully rereads the works of William Dean Howells, Henry
James, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, Sarah Orne Jewett, Kate Chopin, Harold Frederic, Charles W. Chesnutt, Edith Wharton, and Ernest
Hemingway, teasing from them a startling but utterly convincing preoccupation with questions of sexual selection. Competing for readership
as novelists who best grasped the "real" nature of human love, these writers also participated in a heated social debate over racial and sexual
differences and the nature of sex itself. Influenced more by The Descent of Man than by the Origin of Species, Bender's novelists built upon
Darwin's anthropological and zoological materials to anatomize their character's courtship behavior, returning consistently to concerns with
physical beauty, natural dominance, and the power to select a mate. Bringing the resources of the history of science and intellectual history to
this, the first full-length study of the impact of Darwin's theories in American literature, Bender revises accepted views of social Darwinism,
American literary realism, and modernism in American literature, forever changing our perceptions of courtship and sexual interaction in
American fiction from 1871 to 1926 and beyond.
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Traditional Chinese edition of Mr. Penumbras 24-Hour Bookstore, Robin Sloan's bestselling adventure novel that uses today's technology to
solve a ancient mystery. The book is named Amazon Best Books of the Month, October 2012. In Traditional Chinese. Annotation copyright
Tsai Fong Books, Inc. Distributed by Tsai Fong Books, Inc.
From his love of accordions and Hawaiian print shirts to his popular puns and trademark dance moves, "Weird Al" Yankovic has made a
career out of making us laugh. Funny music is often dismissed as light and irrelevant, but Yankovic’s fourteen successful studio albums
prove there is more going on than comedic music's reputation suggests. In this book, for the first time, the parodies, original compositions,
and polka medleys of the Weird Al universe finally receive their due respect. Lily Hirsch weaves together original interviews with the prince of
parody himself, creating a fresh take on comedy and music’s complicated romance. She reveals that Yankovic’s jests have always had a
deeper meaning, addressing such topics as bullying, celebrity, and racial and gender stereotypes. Weird Al is undeterred by those who say
funny music is nothing but a low-brow pastime. And thank goodness. With his good-guy grace still intact, Yankovic remains unapologetically
and unmistakably himself. Reveling in the mischief and wisdom of Yankovic’s forty-year career, this book is an Al-expense-paid tour of a true
comedic and musical genius.
Bon Appétit ?????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????????? ????????????????? ????????????????????
??????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????toast??????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????toast?? ????????????????dessert?????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????tong sui????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????ketchup???????????? ???????????????????????????????????????tea?????????????te????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????turkey??????????
?????????????????????toast?????supper?????????????????pottage???????????wassail?? ??????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????? ???salad????salt????????salami????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????——????? (Bee
Wilson)??????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????? ——??????Tyler
Cowen????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????——???????Deborah
Tannen???????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
——?????????Susie Bright? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????—— ??????Rachel
Laudan????????????????? ????????????????????????macaroni??????ketchup????????????????????catsup???????????????????????????
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??????——????????John McWhorter?????????Columbia University????????????????????????????
In this study, Jennifer Riddle Harding presents a cognitive analysis of three figures of speech that have readily identifiable forms: similes,
puns, and counterfactuals. Harding argues that when deployed in literary narrative, these forms have narrative functions—such as the
depiction of conscious experiences, allegorical meanings, and alternative plots—uniquely developed by these more visible figures of speech.
Metaphors, by contrast, are often "invisible" in the formal structure of a text. With a solid cognitive grounding, Harding’s approach
emphasizes the relationship between figurative forms and narrative effects. Harding demonstrates the literary functions of previously
neglected figures of speech, and the potential for a unified approach to a topic that crosses cognitive disciplines. Her work has implications
for the rhetorical approach to figures of speech, for cognitive disciplines, and for the studies of literature, rhetoric, and narrative.
This book is the first comprehensive and systematic introduction to the linguistics of humor, exploring not only theoretical linguistic analyses,
but also topics from applied linguistics. It will be a valuable resource for students from advanced undergraduate level upwards, particularly
those coming to linguistics from related disciplines.

The story of the Garden of Eden is one of the most familiar in the Bible. But if we read it without preconceptions, we discover a
narrative as its original audience would have heard it, as its author intended. Robbins explores why the man was created first, and
the woman for and from him. She elucidates the reason for the particular punishments, and why the storyteller gave a woman the
starring role. She does all this by highlighting the importance of wordplay in the Garden of Eden story. This book introduces not
only a wordsmith but, above all, a supreme storyteller who is bound to become a personal favorite.
??2013????????????? 2013?????????????????????????????????????????? ??????
???2006???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????
???????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????—— K.L.Going????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????——??????? ????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????——wing8151 ???????????????? John Green
????????????????????????????????????????——?? ???????????????——??
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????——??
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????——???
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????——??
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????——??
Too often our use of language has become lazy, frivolous, and even counterproductive. We rely on clichés and bromides to
communicate in such a way that our intentions are lost or misinterpreted. In a culture of “takeaways” and buzzwords, it requires
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study and cunning to keep language alive. In Mind over Memes: Passive Listening, Toxic Talk, and Other Modern Language
Follies, Diana Senechal examines words, concepts, and phrases that demand reappraisal. Targeting a variety of terms, the author
contends that a “good fit” may not always be desirable; delivers a takedown of the adjective “toxic”; and argues that “social
justice” must take its place among other justices. This book also includes a critique of our modern emphasis on takeaways, quick
answers, and immediate utility. By scrutinizing words and phrases that serve contemporary fads and follies, this book stands up
against the excesses of language and offers some engaging alternatives. Drawing on literature, philosophy, social sciences,
music, and technology, the author offers a rich framework to make fresh connections between topics. Combining sharp criticism,
lyricism, and play, Mind over Memes argues for judicious and imaginative speech.
Still the most popular of Hemingway's books, The Sun also Rises captures the quintessential romance of the expatriate Americans
and Britons in Paris after World War I. The text provides a way for discussions of war, sexuality, personal angst, and national
identity to be linked inextricably with the stylistic traits of modern writing. This Casebook, edited by one of Hemingway's most
eminent scholars, presents the best critical essays on the novel to be published in the last half century. These essays address
topics as diverse as sexuality, religion, alcoholism, gender, Spanish culture, economics, and humor. The volume also includes an
interview with Hemingway conducted by George Plimpton.
The life of Aaron Tucker -- freelance writer and stay-at-home dad -- is anything but boring. In fact, Aaron manages to find himself
in way more danger than your typical mild-mannered Jewish guy. He lands in a murder investigation when a leading conservative
politician is found dead in his DC hotel room, discovered by his mistress after her long post-coital shower. She (a former object of
Aaron's affection) asks Aaron to find the killer. Aaron doesn't see himself as an investigating genius but he takes the assignment,
which doesn't sit well with his family.
Changing critical views of Hemingway's great novel of the Lost Generation, from publication to the present.
This book of literary criticsm uses Lacanian psychoanalytic theory to explicate Roland Barthes, Albert Camus, Ernest Hemingway,
D.H. Lawrence, and Alain Robbe-Grillet.
The Pun is Older than Punctuation The start and use of punctuation occurred around 1500 AD. Prior to this no commas, periods,
quotation marks, etc., were used in writing. What one doesn’t have, one learns to do without. Books then were rare, no printing
presses. Somewhere in those early years someone decided interpretative marks were needed to enhance writing. Yet puns were
employed much earlier. In the New Testament, Matthew 16:18, Jesus is quoted as having said, "You are Peter, on this rock, I will
build my Church". The word Peter in that ancient language translates as "rock. In effect a pun. Another early pun – the headless
horseman wore an unusual necklace. A young St. Augustine prayed, "Lord, make me pure, but not yet". Someone punned him as
being a "roaming Catholic". Puns are inferential; they twist together meanings and entwine connections to enhance incongruity. No
ifs, ands, or butts. Just a few months ago the White House and Congress faced the Fiscal Cliff. After weeks of back and forth
wrangling only a few hours remained before going over the cliff to higher taxes. Expressing her disfavor toward a do nothing
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Congress, House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi said, punningly, "Congress, it's all about time, it's about time!"
Mississippi said to Missouri, “If I put on my New Jersey, what will Delaware?” Virginia replied, “Alaska.” This wordplay on states’
names as vestments resembles the play and ambiguity in Alliecats, a wonderful collection of fifty-three graphic tales that catenate
(link) meaning, sound, and likeness into clever puns. Novelist and literary critic BEN STOLTZFUS penned the introduction and
assembled the words. His granddaughter (cater-cousin), ALLIE KIRSCHNER, drew the pictures. You will purr with satisfaction as
she romps with feline grace, caterwauling from catalog to Catalina, although not without an occasional cataclysm or catastrophe.
The purrposeful puns of Alliecats will amuse as you slide helplessly into a state of muscular rigidity, or catalepsy, while author and
artist cater to your funny bone and make you laugh.
20?????????Modern Library 100 Best Novels? ???????????—— ?????????……? ????????????????????????????OK??
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????
????????????——?????????????????????????????????????????????……???????????????????????????????????????????????
?? ???? ?20???????? ????????????????? ??????????????????????????????? ?????? ???????????????????——??????
???????????????????????——??????? ??????????????????……???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????——????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????? ???????…????????????????????????????
??????????????……??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Chinese edition of "Yellow and Pink," two marionettes discovered how they came to be. Original illustrations. 28 p
This study provides an examination of textual details of The Sun Also Rises, specifically addressing the fact that the novel is filled
with wordplay, jokes and allusions. It also devotes space to Hemingway's concern with sexual identity, sexual crossover, and
androgyny.
A former speechwriter for Bill Clinton provides a light-hearted exploration of puns, including the brain science and history behind
them, as well as how they play out in pop culture.
????:The complete short storles of Ernset Hemingway
Presents a comprehensive teaching tool, exploring the act of copywriting and the intrinsic nature of the role of the copywriter in the
overall advertising process. This book covers subjects such as: how to generate ideas, improving and mastering your language
skills and how to create effective advertising copy.
A profile of the Lost Generation captures life among the expatriates on Paris' Left Bank during the 1920s, the brutality of
bullfighting in Spain, and the moral and spiritual dissolution of a generation.
This offbeat slice of American history places the story of our great republic beneath an unexpected lens: that of fringe candidates
for president of the United States. Mark Stein explores how their quest for our nation’s highest office helped to amplify voices
otherwise quashed during their day. His careening tour through elections past includes the efforts of true pioneers in the quest for
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social equality in our country: the first woman to run for president, Victoria Woodhull in 1872; the first African American to run for
president, George E. Taylor in 1904; and the first openly gay cross-dressing candidate for president, Joan Jett Blakk in 1992. But
The Presidential Fringe also takes a look at those who would jest their way into the Oval Office, from comedians such as Will
Rogers and Gracie Allen to Pat Paulsen and Stephen Colbert. Along the way, Stein shows how even seemingly zany candidates,
such as “Live Forever” Jones, Vegetarian Party candidate John Maxwell, Flying Saucer Party candidate Gabriel Green, or, most
recently, Vermin Supreme, provide extraordinary insights of clarity into who we were when they ran for president and how we
became who we are today. Ultimately, Stein’s examination reveals that it was often precisely these fringe candidates who planted
the seeds from which mainstream candidates later harvested genuine, positive change. Written in Stein’s direct and witty style,
The Presidential Fringe surveys and portrays an American landscape rife with the unlikely, unassuming, unexpected, and (in a few
cases) unbalanced presidential hopefuls who, in their own way, have contributed to this nation’s founding quest to form a more
perfect Union.
A former presidential speechwriter for Bill Clinton explores the hidden power of analogy to fuel thought, connect ideas, spark
innovation, and shape outcomes. From the meatpacking plants that inspired Henry Ford’s first moving assembly line to the
domino theory that led America into Vietnam to the “bicycle for the mind” that Steve Jobs envisioned as the Macintosh computer,
analogies have played a dynamic role in shaping the world around us—and still do today. Analogies are far more complex than their
SAT stereotype and lie at the very core of human cognition and creativity. Once we become aware of this, we start seeing them
everywhere—in ads, apps, political debates, legal arguments, logos, and euphemisms, to name just a few. At their very best,
analogies inspire new ways of thinking, enable invention, and motivate people to action. Unfortunately, not every analogy that
rings true is true. That’s why, at their worst, analogies can deceive, manipulate, or mislead us into disaster. The challenge?
Spotting the difference before it’s too late. Rich with engaging stories, surprising examples, and a practical method to evaluate the
truth or effectiveness of any analogy, Shortcut will improve critical thinking, enhance creativity, and offer readers a fresh approach
to resolving some of today’s most intractable challenges.
Many puns are fleeting and transitory, devised and stated in a flash for a situation or immediate condition (see Word Plays, Puns
Intended on the Internet). These kinds of puns can rarely be retold effectively, as the event that triggered them in the first place
does not reappear exactly as before. But some puns are enduring! These can be memorized and told over and over in different
social contexts and events, each time with the same overall effects - enjoyed by the teller, and enjoyed by the appreciative
audience, albeit with some groaning. Some of the enduring puns are tongue twisters, so tellers are advised to practice telling them
in private so as not to miss any key words that might lessen the effects of the punch lines. Other puns are timing precise, so a
miscue, or mistiming destroys the intended effect....
Cogito, ergo sum. ("I think, therefore I am.") When Descartes quipped this, he erroneously split thinking from feeling. He assumed
thoughts emerge from a substance other than feeling. This is a historic tragedy, and it is unnecessary. It brings us to a risky endPage 8/10
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game. When we attempt to meld preconceived thought with evoked feelings, we come to the craft of "spin doctors." Instead, there
is a natural path for connecting thinking and feeling. It involves emotional reflection at the time that understandings are created.
This book draws attention to a form of dialogue which is called design dialogue. Design dialogue constructs new meaning from the
bottom up. Individuals construct new meanings through individual thinking. In design dialogue, meaning results from group
thinking. Group thinking is not as simple as thinking individually while being present within a group. The design process results in a
series of co-constructed learning artifacts which, ultimately, constitute a new understanding. The process is concurrently emotional
and cognitive, and melding emotion and cognition is achievable with effective design dialogue methods. The first chapter
introduces emotion as the catalyst for considering questions, persisting in reflection, and concluding a cycle of thought. This
chapter fills in gaps with the treatment of emotion and cognition. The second chapter lays out the sequence of observation-taking,
sensemaking, meaning-making, and perspective-taking that are essential steps in thinking. Frameworks for thinking in educational
traditions focus not so much on the neurological mechanics of the thought process but rather on the overall internalization of a
"way" of understanding things. A third chapter presents a methodology for managing a design dialogue. Group facilitators
generally invent and modify their own approaches for leading design projects. This chapter presents a codified approach that
offers an advantage of supporting continuous improvement of complex design management methodology. And the final chapter
considers the emergence of a sapient group-mind through the agency of design dialogue. This conjectured group-mind is
considered in the context of the civic infrastructure that is needed to sustain the continual growth of the human superorganism
structure. As humanity has moved from tribes, to cities, to institutions, and now to globally connected networks, each leap forward
has been accompanied by profound changes in social practices and belief systems. Recent findings from the field of cognitive
science have confirmed a suspicion that we have long held about each other. Individual thinking is biased and flawed. Inclusive
and democratically managed discussion, deliberation and design all help to identify and dampen flawed understandings. The
individual mind, an essential ingredient in the human spirit, is now, as a matter of practical necessity, bending to the wisdom of a
well-informed group mind. The speed and strength of newly emerging social forces and evolving civic trends point to the
conclusion that we are on the threshold for a new way of being. This book seeks to evoke reflection on how we can start
communicating in a way that prepares us for life in that new future.
We all have the ability to recognize and create humour. But how do we do it? Salvatore Attardo and Victor Raskin have attempted
to explain the workings of humour with their General Theory of Verbal Humor. How well does their theory explain the way humour
‘works’ in a particular text, and can it provide us with interesting, novel interpretations? By identifying and interpreting the
narrative structures that create humour, this study tests the usefulness of Attardo & Raskin’s humour theory on a specific corpus
of fabliaux, parodies and tragedies. Hamilton proposes a supplementation of the General Theory of Verbal Humor to create a
means of undertaking what she calls a ‘humorist reading’. By posing the questions ‘why is this humorous?’, ‘how is it
humorous?’ or ‘why is it not humorous?’ and providing the theoretical tools to answer them, a ‘humorist reading’ can make a
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valuable contribution to our understanding of a literary text and its place in society.
Silliness is to be savoured. It exposes the cracks in our reasoning, raising a gleeful two-finger salute to convention and common
sense. In a world awash with stupidity and cruel politics, silliness is childish, anarchic, mischievous, rude and sometimes shocking.
But it's not new. This delightful yet informative book reveals the surprisingly rich history of silliness, going all the way back to the
madcap plays of Aristophanes in the fourth century BC. Medieval fools and jesters, strange 'epidemics of silliness' in the sixteenth
and eighteenth centuries, and the charming nonsense of Lewis Carroll and Edward Lear, lead us to the often dark and nihilistic
silliness of modern times, including Buster Keaton, Monty Python and 'Cats that Look Like Hitler.
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