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On the attitude of working class labor in Tamil Nadu and the informal economics of the area; some articles with reference to textile workers of
Tamil Nadu; a study.
In the midst of the political upheavals that engulfed Myanmar from 2010 to 2011, international attention was fixed upon the military regime
and its dissident opponents. But away from the cameras, a very different set of struggles were unfolding across the country. These struggles
were manifested not as violent clashes, but as everyday interactions involving taxi drivers, community organizers, farmers, heads of domestic
NGOs, and many more. A product of five years' research, during which the author conducted over five hundred ethnographic interviews
across the country, Pathways that Changed Myanmar provides a voice for those ordinary Burmese whose trials and aspirations went unheard
and unnoticed during this pivotal moment in the nation's history.
What kind of freedom, and what kind of individual, has the French Revolutionary tradition sought to propagate? Paul Cohen finds a distinctly
French articulation of freedom in the texts and lives of eight renowned cultural critics who lived between the eighteenth century and the
present day. Arranged not according to the lives and times of its protagonists but to the narrative themes and structures they held in common,
Cohen’s study discerns a single master narrative of liberty in modern France. He captures these radicals, whose tradition bids them to resist
the authority of power structures and public opinion. They denounce bourgeois and utilitarian values, the power of Church and State, and the
corrupting influence of everyday politics, and they dream of a revolutionary rupture, a fleeting instant of sometimes violent but always
meaningful transgression. An eloquent and insightful work on French political culture, Freedom's Moment also helps explain how France,
even as it has oscillated between political stagnation and crisis, has held onto its faith that liberty, equality, and fraternity remain within its
grasp. Examines the ideas of Rousseau, Robespierre, Stendahl, Michelet, Bergson, Peguy, Sartre, and Foucault.
An ethnographic analysis of the ways that, during the 1990s, Turkish citizens began to express nostalgia for the secularist and nationalist
foundations of the Turkish Republic.
What can comedy tell us about the politics of a nation? In this book, James Brassett builds on his prize-winning research to demonstrate how
British comedy can provide intimate and vital understandings of the everyday politics of globalization in Britain. The book explores British
comedy and Britain’s global politics from post-war imperial decline through to its awkward embrace of globalization, examining a wide variety
of comedic mediums, such as the popular television show The Office and the online satire The Daily Mash. Touching on issues such as
empire, the class system and capitalism, the author demonstrates how comedy offers valuable insights on how global market life is
experienced, mediated, contested and accommodated.
Agrarian transformations within and across countries have been significantly and dynamically altered during the past few decades compared
to previous eras, provoking a variety of reactions from rural poor communities worldwide. The recent convergence of various crises –
financial, food, energy and environmental – has put the nexus between ‘rural development’ and ‘development in general’ back onto the
center stage of theoretical, policy and political agendas in the world today. Confronting these issues will require (re)engaging with critical
theories, taking politics seriously, and utilizing rigorous and appropriate research methodologies. These are the common messages and
implications of the various contributions to this collection in the context of a scholarship that is critical in two senses: questioning prescriptions
from mainstream perspectives and interrogating popular conventions in radical thinking. This book focuses on key perspectives, frameworks
and methodologies in agrarian change and peasant studies. The contributors are leading scholars in the field of rural development studies:
Henry Bernstein, Terence J. Byres, Saturnino M. Borras Jr, Marc Edelman, Cristóbal Kay, Benedict Kerkvliet, Philip McMichael, Shahra
Razavi, Ian Scoones and Teodor Shanin. This book was previously published as a special issue of the Journal of Peasant Studies.
Since 1990 public political criticism has evolved into a prominent feature of Vietnam's political landscape. So argues Benedict Kerkvliet in his
analysis of Communist Party–ruled Vietnam. Speaking Out in Vietnam assesses the rise and diversity of these public displays of
disagreement, showing that it has morphed from family whispers to large-scale use of electronic media. In discussing how such criticism has
become widespread over the last three decades, Kerkvliet focuses on four clusters of critics: factory workers demanding better wages and
living standards; villagers demonstrating and petitioning against corruption and land confiscations; citizens opposing China's encroachment
into Vietnam and criticizing China-Vietnam relations; and dissidents objecting to the party-state regime and pressing for democratization. He
finds that public political criticism ranges from lambasting corrupt authorities to condemning repression of bloggers to protesting about
working conditions. Speaking Out in Vietnam shows that although we may think that the party-state represses public criticism, in fact
Vietnamese authorities often tolerate and respond positively to such public and open protests.
This book explores the informal (political) patronage relations between the urban poor and service delivery organisations in Mumbai, India. It
examines the conditions of people in the slums and traces the extent to which they are subject to social and political exclusion. Delving into
the roles of the slum-based mediators and municipal councillors, it brings out the problems in the functioning of democracy at the ground
level, as election candidates target vote banks with freebies and private-sector funding to manage their campaigns. Starting from social
justice concerns, this book combines theory and insights from disciplines as diverse as political science, anthropology and policy studies. It
provides a comprehensive, multi-level overview of the various actors within local municipal governance and democracy as also
consequences for citizenship, urban poverty, gender relations, public services, and neoliberal politics. Lucid and rich in ethnographic data,
this book will be useful to scholars, researchers and students of social anthropology, urban studies, urban sociology, political science, public
policy and governance, as well as practitioners and policymakers.
In this book, James Brassett builds on his prize-winning research to demonstrate how British comedy can provide intimate and vital
understandings of the everyday politics of globalization in Britain.
Ordinary people's everyday political behavior can have a huge impact on national policy: that is the central conclusion of this book on
Vietnam. In telling the story of collectivized agriculture in that country, Benedict J. Tria Kerkvliet uncovers a history of local resistance to
national policy and gives a voice to the villagers who effected change. Not through open opposition but through their everyday political
behavior, villagers individually and in small, unorganized groups undermined collective farming and frustrated authorities' efforts to correct the
problems. The Power of Everyday Politics is an authoritative account, based on extensive research in Vietnam's National Archives and in the
Red River Delta countryside, of the formation of collective farms in northern Vietnam in the late 1950s, their enlargement during wartime in
the 1960s and 1970s, and their collapse in the 1980s. As Kerkvliet shows, the Vietnamese government eventually terminated the system, but
not for ideological reasons. Rather, collectivization had become hopelessly compromised and was ultimately destroyed largely by the
activities of villagers. Decollectivization began locally among villagers themselves; national policy merely followed. The power of everyday
politics is not unique to Vietnam, Kerkvliet asserts. He advances a theory explaining how everyday activities that do not conform to the
behavior required by authorities may carry considerable political weight.
Over the past decade India has witnessed a number of land wars that have centred crucially on the often forcible transfer of land from small
farmers or indigenous groups to private companies. Among these, the land war that erupted in Singur, West Bengal, in 2006, went on to
make national headlines and become paradigmatic of many of the challenges and social conflicts that arise when a state-led policy of swiftly
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transferring land to private sector companies encounters resistance on the ground. Land Dispossession and Everyday Politics in Rural
Eastern India analyses the movement by Singur’s so-called unwilling farmers to retain and reclaim their farmland. By foregrounding the
everyday politics of popular mobilization, the book sheds new light on the movement’s internal politics as well as on contentious issues
rooted in everyday caste, class and gender relations.
The Social Psychology of Everyday Politics examines the ways in which politics permeates everyday life, from the ordinary interactions we
have with others to the sense of belonging and identity developed within social groups and communities. Discrimination, prejudice, inclusion
and social change, politics is an on-going process that is not solely the domain of the elected and the powerful. Using a social and political
psychological lens to examine how politics is enacted in contemporary societies, the book takes an explicitly critical approach that places
political activity within collective processes rather than individual behaviors. While the studies covered in the book do not ignore the
importance of the individual, they underscore the need to examine the role of culture, history, ideology and social context as integral to
psychological processes. Individuals act, but they do not act in isolation from the groups and societies in which they belong. Drawing on
extensive international research, with contributions from leaders in the field as well as emerging scholars, the book is divided into three
interrelated parts which cover: The politics of intercultural relations Political agency and social change Political discourse and practice
Offering insights into how psychology can be applied to some of the most pressing social issues we face, this will be fascinating reading for
students of psychology, political science, sociology and cultural studies, as well as anyone working in the area of public policy.
The Power of Everyday PoliticsHow Vietnamese Peasants Transformed National PolicyCornell University Press
Despite the proliferation of ideational accounts in the last decade or so, the debate over the role of ideas remains caught up in a series of
disputes over the ontological foundations, epistemological status and practical pay-off of the (re)turn to ideational explanations. It is thus
unsurprising that there is still little clarity about just what sort of an approach an ideational approach is and about what it would take to
establish the kind of fully-fledged ideational research programme many seem to assume has already been developed. The contributors in this
volume address these dilemmas in diverse but engagingly complementary ways. They argue that what plagues most attempts to accord
ideas an explanatory role is the persistence of the perennial dualities in political analysis. In aspiring to eschew the current vogue for dualistic
polemic, the present volume reveals elements of dualistic thinking in the ideational turn and assesses the impact of the persistence of these
perennial dualisms in the attempt to accord ideas an explanatory role.
Europe's borders have always been historically ambiguous and dynamic, whereby borders shift and change character and new borders
replace older ones. By focusing upon the title question 'where are Europe's new borders', this volume looks at the present state of European
bordering and questions the often taken for granted relationships between borders, borderers and the bordered. While each chapter
concentrates on a different (but overlapping) border issue or perspective, they are united through their focus on the level of everyday
bordering practices and experiences, as well as the meaning that borders have upon all stakeholders and the relationships between them. To
talk about border meaning (including the perspective of the researchers themselves), and how that meaning continually (re)creates and is
(re)created by bordering practices, is to critically question where important borders lie, why and for whom do they matter and how are they
imposed, maintained and resisted. As a result the chapters engage with issues of border violence, the power of maps and symbols (cartopolitics), migrant mobility, gender and the rise of the far right in Europe. Taken together this edited collection will be of interest to border
scholars as well as students of European politics more generally. This book was previously published as a special issue of the Journal of
Contemporary European Studies.
Contains contributions from scholars in eight different humanities and social science disciplines. This book aims to present a range of
surveillance technologies used in everyday life and investigate the politics of their use.
We live in a world in which Google's search algorithms determine how we access information, Facebook's News Feed algorithms shape how
we socialize, and Netflix collaborative filtering algorithms choose the media products we consume. As such, we live algorithmic lives. Life,
however, is not blindly controlled or determined by algorithms. Nor are we simply victims of an ever-expanding artificial intelligence. Rather
than looking at how technologies shape or are shaped by political institutions, this book is concerned with the ways in which informational
infrastructure may be considered political in its capacity to shape social and cultural life. It looks specifically at the conditions of algorithmic life
-- how algorithms work, both materially and discursively, to create the conditions for sociality and connectivity. The book argues that the most
important aspect of algorithms is not what they are in terms of their specific technical details but rather how they become part of social
practices and how different people enlist them as powerful brokers of information, communication and society. If we truly want to engage with
the promises of automation and predictive analytics entailed by the promises of "big data", we also need to understand the contours of
algorithmic life that condition such practices. Setting out to explore both the specific uses of algorithms and the cultural forms they generate,
this book offers a novel understanding of the power and politics of algorithmic life as grounded in case studies that explore the materialdiscursive dimensions of software.
Since 1989 neo-nationalism has grown as a volatile political force in almost all European societies in tandem with the formation of a
neoliberal European Union and wider capitalist globalizations. Focusing on working classes situated in long-run localized processes of social
change, including processes of dispossession and disenfranchisement, this volume investigates how the experiences, histories, and
relationships of social class are a necessary ingredient for explaining the re-emergence and dynamics of populist nationalism in both Eastern
and Western Europe. Featuring in-depth urban and regional case studies from Romania, Hungary, Serbia, Italy and Scotland this volume
reclaims class for anthropological research and lays out a new interdisciplinary agenda for studying identity politics in the intensifying
neoliberal conjuncture.
"Ginsborg is never judgemental, though he is devastatingly thorough and occasionally mischievously witty." Times Literary Supplement
"The first study of the everydayness of political life under Stalin, this book examines Soviet citizenship through common practices of
expressing Soviet identity in the public space. The Stalinist state understood citizenship as practice, with participation in a set of political
rituals and public display of certain 'civic emotions' serving as the marker of a person's inclusion in the political world. The state's relations
with its citizens were structured by rituals of celebration, thanking, and hatred-rites that required both political awareness and a demonstrable
emotional response. Soviet functionaries transmitted this obligation to ordinary citizens through the mechanisms of communal authority
(workplace committees, volunteer agitators, and other forms of peer pressure) as much as through brutal state coercion. Yet, the population
also often imbued these ceremonies--elections, state holidays, parades, mass rallies, subscriptions to state bonds--with different meanings:
as a popular fãete, an occasion to get together after work, a chance to purchase goods not available on other days, and even as an
opportunity to indulge in some drinking. The people also understood these political rituals as moments of negotiation whereby citizens
fulfilling their 'patriotic duty' expected the state to reciprocate by providing essential services and basic social welfare. Nearly-universal
passive resistance to required attendance casts doubt on recent theories about the mass internalization of communist ideology and the
development of 'Soviet subjectivities.' The book is set in the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv during the last years of World War II and immediate
postwar years, the period best demonstrating how formulaic rituals could create space for the people to expresstheir concerns, fears, and
prejudices, as well as their eagerness to be viewed as citizens in good standing. By the end of Stalin's rule, a more ossified routine of political
participation developed, which persisted until the Soviet Union's collapse"-Using colourful and detailed case material, Street-Level Democracy introduces a new method of researching everyday politics. It is a widePage 2/4
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ranging book that traces the conflicts between global power and local action. People in farming communities, town mosques, city markets,
and fishing communities suffer the effects of wrenching change, but live far from the centres of power. From Britain and small-town USA to
Nigeria, India, and Nicaragua, citizens everywhere grapple with the politics of everyday life.

A unique study of economic change, class and social experience in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in
the industrial Netherlands.
Qualifying post-Westphalian sovereign statehood as a ‘power’ as argued for in Hendrik Berkhoff’s political theology,
this book addresses the decades-long theological-spiritual debate between Christian realism and Christian pacifism in
U.S. foreign policy and global Christian circles. It approaches the debate by delving into the pacifist Anabaptist political
theology and delineates empirically how sovereign statehood in post-colonial Africa and Asia has fallen into the hands of
the devil Satan, as a ‘fallen power’ in the Foucaultian terms of power structures, techniques and episteme. While the
book offers intervention schemes and options, it holds that Christian statecraft remains the source of hope to effectively
address a number of serious global issues. By extension, the book is thus an invitation to ignite debates on the suitability
of Christian statecraft and the nexus between spirituality and world politics, making it especially interesting for scholars
and students in the fields of International Politics, Politics of Asian and African States, Post-colonial Studies and Political
Theology.
A political history and ethnography of local resistance to Vietnam's national policy of collectivized farms, tracing their
formation in the 1950s, enlargement during wartime in the 1960s and 1970s, and eventual collapse in the 1980s. Based
on more than a decade of research in the Red River Delta and Vietnam's National Archives, this book gives voice to the
villagers who effected change and advances a theory of how everyday activities that do not conform to the behaviour
required by authorities may carry considerable weight in shaping - and even changing - the direction of national policy.
Why have billions of dollars in aid failed to end poverty?
Focusing on a rice farming village in central Luzon, Kerkvliet argues that the faction and patron-client relationships dealt
with by conventional studies are only one part of Philippine political life.
Taking a broad perspective of livelihoods, this book draws on more than ninety case studies from thirty-six countries
across Asia, Africa and Latin America to examine how people are engaging and living with modernity. This extends from
changes in the ways that households operate, to how and why people take on new work and acquire new skills, how
migration and mobility have become increasingly common features of existence, and how aspirations and expectations
are being reworked under the influence of modernization. To date, this is the only book which takes such an approach to
building an understanding of the global South. By using the experience of the non-Western world to illuminate and inform
mainstream debates in geography, and in beginning from the lived experiences of ‘ordinary’ people, this book provides
an alternative insight into a range of geographical debates. The clarity of argument and its use of detailed case studies
makes this book an invaluable resource for students.
This book explores the way that forms of economic policymaking are sustained and challenged by everyday practices
across Southeast Asia.
"A lot of people are starting to use the Internet to reconnect themselves to their neighborhood, their community, and the world. The Power of
Many is a great survey of the way this is really being accomplished by many individuals working together." —Craig Newmark, founder of
craigslist.org "What a fascinating topic. If you're interested in the future, the past, or the present, then you should read this book." —Scott
Heiferman, Co-Founder of Meetup.com and Fotolog.net The development of social networks on the Web touches countless aspects of our
everyday lives. With instant access to people of similar mindsets, near or far, we can readily form partnerships with more people and in more
ways than ever before. It's now possible to use Internet tools to organize a rally, energize a political campaign, arrange a date, join a support
group, or sell a product, as naturally as we use a phone. Through a series of pertinent case studies and interviews with leading thinkers and
doers in this rapidly evolving field, Christian Crumlish uncovers universal themes and lessons learned. He illustrates how we use peer-to-peer
technologies--web services, blogs, mobile phone SMS, and more—to accomplish widespread goals. He also suggests how we can take even
more advantage of these technologies to connect with people who have similar interests. Discover how Howard Dean's campaign used the
Internet to take a little-known candidate a long way. How activists arrange public meetings and drive letter-writing campaigns. How individuals
find much-needed help for personal issues. How artists promote and air their creative genius. How business people and singles seek
potential partners. And much, much more. Here are just a few of the more than 60 experts, businesspeople, activists, and writers who share
their insights: Futurist and best-selling author Howard Rheingold Scott Heiferman, founder of Meetup.com Executives from the American Red
Cross, the Leukemia Society, and the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer Venture capitalist Joi Ito Official and unofficial bloggers for the Bush,
Clark, Dean, and Kerry campaigns Researchers Elizabeth Lane Lawley and Mary Hodder The Power of Many explores how people are using
new methods of social computing to simplify the ways they locate others who share their interests and kindle face-to-face communication. It
reveals the tools that make it nearly effortless for groups and individuals to accomplish significant results in the real world. By understanding
these trends and techniques, we can identify where and how to apply them in own lives. See the companion website at
www.thepowerofmany.com.
A conceptual update of affordance theory that introduces the mechanisms and conditions framework, providing a vocabulary and critical
perspective. Technological affordances mediate between the features of a technology and the outcomes of engagement with that technology.
The concept of affordances, which migrated from psychology to design with Donald Norman's influential 1988 book, The Design of Everyday
Things, offers a useful analytical tool in technology studies—but, Jenny Davis argues in How Artifacts Afford, it is in need of a conceptual
update. Davis provides just such an update, introducing the mechanisms and conditions framework, which offers both a vocabulary and
necessary critical perspective for affordance analyses. The mechanisms and conditions framework shifts the question from what objects
afford to how objects afford, for whom, and under what circumstances. Davis shows that through this framework, analyses can account for
the power and politics of technological artifacts. She situates the framework within a critical approach that views technology as materialized
action. She explains how request, demand, encourage, discourage, refuse, and allow are mechanisms of affordance, and shows how these
mechanisms take shape through variable conditions—perception, dexterity, and cultural and institutional legitimacy. Putting the framework into
action, Davis identifies existing methodological approaches that complement it, including critical technocultural discourse analysis (CTDA),
app feature analysis, and adversarial design. In today's rapidly changing sociotechnical landscape, the stakes of affordance analyses are
high. Davis's mechanisms and conditions framework offers a timely theoretical reboot, providing tools for the crucial tasks of both analysis
and design.
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Reforms in Myanmar (formerly Burma) have eased restrictions on citizens' political activities. Yet for most Burmese, Ardeth Maung
Thawnghmung shows, eking out a living from day to day leaves little time for civic engagement. Citizens have coped with extreme hardship
through great resourcefulness. But by making bad situations more tolerable in the short term, these coping strategies may hinder the
emergence of the democratic values needed to sustain the country's transition to a more open political environment. Thawnghmung
conducted in-depth interviews and surveys of 372 individuals from all walks of life and across geographical locations in Myanmar between
2008 and 2015. To frame her analysis, she provides context from countries with comparable political and economic situations. Her findings
will be welcomed by political scientists and policy analysts, as well by journalists and humanitarian activists looking for substantive, reliable
information about everyday life in a country that remains largely in the shadows.
In this multi-sited ethnography, the author explores how political agency is shaped through interactions on public places across four central
Bosnian and Herzegovinian cities. The author shows that everyday life on public places in post-war Bosnia and Herzegovina is fundamentally
political: either by design or by default, and that no one can escape the highly dynamic negotiations of rights, duties, and obligations that
occur in every public interaction. These positioning games are far from innocent; they create elites, manifest political power, and in the same
moment cut out more and more citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina from the promises set by market economy and democracy. Through
examining hundreds of interactions on public spaces ranging from soccer stadiums and market halls to graveyards, this study not only shows
how post-war political agency in Bosnia and Herzegovina is bound to the public realm, but also that options for defining one's personal future
are less linked to ethno-national group membership than widely assumed. Instead local, generational, and economic differences play a
significant role in determining everyday livelihood. These factors – unique in their composition in every observed place – highlight a new
realm of conflict potentials that will shape the future of Bosnia and Herzegovina over the next decade.
In this first ground-level account of the Muslim separatist rebellion in the Philippines, Thomas McKenna challenges prevailing anthropological
analyses of nationalism as well as their underlying assumptions about the interplay of culture and power. He examines Muslim separatism
against a background of more than four hundred years of political relations among indigenous Muslim rulers, their subjects, and external
powers seeking the subjugation of Philippine Muslims. He also explores the motivations of the ordinary men and women who fight in armed
separatist struggles and investigates the formation of nationalist identities. A skillful meld of historical detail and ethnographic research,
Muslim Rulers and Rebels makes a compelling contribution to the study of protest, rebellion, and revolution worldwide.
Increasingly a spectator sport, electoral politics have become bitterly polarized by professional consultants and lobbyists and have been
boiled down to the distributive mantra of "who gets what." In Everyday Politics, Harry Boyte transcends partisan politics to offer an alternative.
He demonstrates how community-rooted activities reconnect citizens to engaged, responsible public life, and not just on election day but
throughout the year. Boyte demonstrates that this type of activism has a rich history and strong philosophical foundation. It rests on the
stubborn faith that the talents and insights of ordinary citizens—from nursery school to nursing home—are crucial elements in public life.
Drawing on concrete examples of successful public work projects accomplished by diverse groups of people across the nation, Boyte
demonstrates how citizens can master essential political skills, such as understanding issues in public terms, mapping complex issues of
institutional power to create alliances, raising funds, communicating, and negotiating across lines of difference. He describes how these skills
can be used to address the larger challenges of our time, thereby advancing a renewed vision of democratic society and freedom in the
twenty-first century.
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