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"When Jean Louis Ska's Introduzione alla lettura del Pentateuco was first published in Italy, it was quickly hailed as the most
attractive and usable introduction to the Pentateuch to appear in modern times. Because of its strengths, it was soon translated
into French. The English translation published by Eisenbrauns has been completely reviewed and updated (including the
bibliography) by Ska. Among the book's many strengths are its close attention to the ways in which modern cultural history has
affected Pentateuchal interpretation, attention to providing the kinds of examples that are helpful to students, presentation of a
good balance between the history of interpretation and the data of the text, and the clarity of Ska's writing. For both students and
scholars, many consider this book the best contemporary introduction to the Pentateuch."--Publisher's website.
Excerpt from A Popular Introduction to the Pentateuch It is not an unlikely supposition that we owe to the Greek translators the
division of the whole into five parts, inasmuch as the names of the different books are not of Hebrew, but Greek origin. The ms. Of
the Pentateuch forms in the Hebrew one single roll or volume, which is broken up into sections, not into books. It is therefore to be
regarded as 'one book in five parts.' 'we are accustomed to see the Pentateuch divided into five books, and to regard it as
consisting of five separate writings. But this seems to be an erroneous View of the case, and it has served to give readier currency
to inaccurate theories concerning its authorship.' About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
Although many Catholics are familiar with the four Gospels and other writings of the New Testament, for most, reading the Old
Testament is like walking into a foreign land. Who wrote these forty-six books? When were they written? Why were they written?
What are we to make of their laws, stories, histories, and prophecies? Should the Old Testament be read by itself or in light of the
New Testament? John Bergsma and Brant Pitre offer readable in-depth answers to these questions as they introduce each book
of the Old Testament. They not only examine the literature from a historical and cultural perspective but also interpret it
theologically, drawing on the New Testament and the faith of the Catholic Church. Unique among introductions, this volume places
the Old Testament in its liturgical context, showing how its passages are employed in the current Lectionary used at Mass.
Accessible to nonexperts, this thorough and up-to-date introduction to the Old Testament can serve as an idea textbook for biblical
studies. Its unique approach, along with its maps, illustrations, and other reference materials, makes it a valuable resource for
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seminarians, priests, Scripture scholars, theologians, and catechists, as well as anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the
Bible.
"The aim of this Introduction is to give a general account of the problems which concern the Hexateuch as a whole." - Pref.
The series of studies in this book came about as a result of a concern to see God's people equipped to implement his purposes in
the area in which they live. Not everyone has the opportunity to study full-time, and these studies are flexible enough to be useful
either as a study guide or as a reference book. They were originally written to train Christians in the local church situation and
have now been revised and reformatted in order to provide an accessible introduction to Christian doctrine and other matters for all
who wish to study but cannot attend a bible college. The various chapters will enable the student to approach the Bible in such a
way as to have a proper understanding of the text and the truth that it reveals to us. There is an introduction to the historical
situations of the biblical period and their relationship to the world of that time. Space is also given to summarizing the content of
each biblical book in order to provide an overview, helping you to see the big picture. In each study of a particular doctrine, the
emphasis is on what the Bible teaches and the place of a personal God with whom we can have a living relationship through Jesus
Christ his Son. Each chapter is complete in itself and is written in plain English, with technical terms explained where necessary.
They provide a foundation upon which the student can build to whatever level is appropriate.
This study provides a straightforward introduction to the contents and themes of the first five books of the Bible. The author
stresses the meaning of the Pentateuch in its canonical form while remaining sensitive to its literary merit, theological import, and
compelling power.
Get a clearer picture of Israel's history, as well as a sharper understanding of Old Testament prophets and prophetic literature in
this well-written introduction.
John J. Collins's Introduction to the Hebrew Bible is one of the most reliable and widely adopted critical textbooks at
undergraduate and graduate levels alike, and for good reason. Enriched by decades of classroom teaching, it is aimed explicitly at
motivated students, regardless of their previous exposure to the Bible or faith commitments. The approach is ecumenical, in the
sense that it seeks not to impose any particular theological perspective but to provide information and raise questions that should
be relevant to any student.Collins proceeds through the canon of the Old Testament and the Apocrypha, judiciously presenting the
current state of historical, archaeological, and literary understanding of the biblical text, and engaging the student in questions of
significance and interpretation for the contemporary world.The third edition is presented in a new and engaging format with new
maps and images. An index has been added to the volume for the first time.
Were you intrigued, but disappointed by The Bible Code? Numerical Secrets of the Bible, written by one of Europe's leading
biblical scholars, gives you the actual facts about one of the most important recent discoveries in the field of biblical study, namely
that the books of the Bible are numerical compositions. The biblical writings were not written in an off-hand manner, but were
meticulously composed according to compositional techniques in which the counting of words played a crucial role. This discovery
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has far-reaching consequences for our views on the formation and the structure of the text of the Hebrew Bible and of the Greek
text of the New Testament. Labuschagne introduces you to the fascinating world of number symbolism in biblical times. He
demonstrates how well-known symbolic numbers, such as 7 and 12, and especially the lesser known holy numbers 17 and 26,
which represent the numerical value of the name YHWH, were used to give structure to the text and to deepen its contents.
Among other fascinating findings, this study confirms the medieval Jewish tradition that the name of God is interwoven in the fabric
of the text of Holy Scripture.
This comprehensive, introductory textbook is unique in exploring the emergence of the Hebrew Bible in the broader context of
world history. It particularly focuses on the influence of pre-Roman empires, empowering students with a richer understanding of
Old Testament historiography. Provides a historical context for students learning about the development and changing
interpretations of biblical texts Examines how these early stories were variously shaped by interaction with the Mesopotamian and
Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, and Hellenistic empires Incorporates recent research on the formation of the Pentateuch
Reveals how key biblical texts came to be interpreted by Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faiths Includes numerous student-friendly
features, such as study questions, review sections, bibliographies, timelines, and illustrations and photos
The Pentateuch (or the Torah) consists of the first five books of the Bible and is a foundational scripture for millions of people, both
Jews and Christians. In this book Paula Gooder and Brad Anderson provide a clear and accessible introduction for those
beginning Bible study. Key themes such as creation and the flood, exodus and liberation, as well as covenant and law are
presented and analyzed. These themes are explored in their ancient context and from the standpoint of contemporary concerns
such as liberation theology, gender issues and ecology. For this new edition introductory sections on the five books of the
Pentateuch have been expanded and supplemented, while recent developments in the quest for the origins of the Pentateuch
have also been updated. A new chapter on academic approaches to the study of the Pentateuch has been added, along with a
section on the 'afterlife' of the Pentateuch which focuses on its place in the history of interpretation, as well as in the arts and
culture. Reading lists and references have been updated throughout to take account of the most recent scholarship.
The Samaritan Pentateuch (SP) is the sacred scripture of the Samaritans, a tenacious religious community made famous by
Jesus’ Good Samaritan story that persists to this day. Not so widely known is the impact of the SP outside the Samaritan
community. Recently there has been a resurgence of interest in this scripture, as evidenced by several translations of the SP as
well as reference in Qumran scroll studies to the SP or an SP-like tradition in an effort to describe some of the textual evidence
present in the scrolls. This volume presents a general introduction to and overview of the SP, suitable for a course text and as a
reference tool for the professional scholar.
The Second Vatican Council stated: "All . . . should immerse themselves in the Scriptures by constant spiritual reading and diligent
study. . . ." The Church is still far from adequately carrying out those words, but recent years have seen a revival of interest in the
Bible. During that revival, both the knowledge and the practice of lectio divina have become more widespread. In Praying the Bible
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Archbishop Mariano Magrassi reintroduces us to this practice of prayerful reading of the word of God which is our heritage. With
his vast knowledge of the Fathers and medieval monastic writers, Archbishop Magrassi synthesizes the unique and extraordinary
experience of lectio divina. What is it? What are its key ideas? What are the necessary personal dispositions? What are the steps
by which prayed reading is transformed into genuine contemplation? In Praying the Bible Archbishop Magrassi answers these
questions, providing a discussion that contains a healthy challenge and an invitation to grow. Chapters are "Liturgical Proclamation
and Lectio Sacra," "Lectio Divina: Meaning of the Term," "Lectio Divina: Key Ideas," "Lectio Divina: Concrete Dispositions," "Lectio
Divina: Four Acts," and "The Ancient 'Conference' and the Modern Review of Life.""Much more than a spiritual exercise, through
the art of lectio divina we become a biblical people. Praying the Bible offers an invitation to the practice of sacred reading as a
whole way of life by which we are conformed to the living Word of God by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit." Michael
Downey Author of Trappist"This book can be a wonderful addition to parish libraries where many laity still work hard at
incorporating ?Lectio Divina? into aspects of daily life?and useful to ?Lectio? professionals as well.? Crux
First published in 1999, this text has become a standard in seminary and university classrooms. This edition was revised with
special attention to deepening and broadening the theological interpretations of issues related to gender, class, and race. Maps
and illustrations are included.
The Pentateuch--Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy--are the vital first books in the Bible. understanding the
scope, meaning, and events of these five books is integral to understanding the whole of Scripture that follows. Old Testament
expert Herbert Wolf provides layreaders and scholars alike with a strong undergirding of understanding and knowledge in this
introduction that reveals both the seriousness and excitement of the Pentateuch. Readers will find Adam, Abraham, Joseph,
Moses and Joshua in these pages, as well as terrible sin and glorious forgiveness, bloody sacrifices and battles, deadly betrayal
and life-giving hope. Wolf first addresses the overarching themes that flow through the Pentateuch, with special attention given to
Moses as author of the five books. He then addresses each book specifically, covering topics such as purpose and scope, and
literary structure. He tailors additional study to each specific book. This book contributes significantly to a clear, deep
understanding of the Bible's first five books.
The PentateuchAn Introduction to the First Five Books of the BibleSCM Press
A marvel of conciseness, John J. Collins’ A Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bible is quickly becoming one of the most popular
introductory textbooks in colleges and university classrooms. Here the erudition of Collins’ renowned Introduction to the Hebrew
Bible is combined with even more student-friendly features, including charts, maps, photographs, chapter summaries, illuminating
vignettes, and bibliographies for further reading. The second edition has been carefully revised to take the latest scholarly
developments into account. A dedicated website includes test banks and classroom resources for the busy instructor.
John J. Collins's A Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bible is one of the most popular introductory textbooks in colleges and
seminary classrooms. Enriched by decades of classroom teaching, it is aimed explicitly at motivated students, regardless of their
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previous exposure to the Bible or faith commitments. This more compact version of Collins's renowned Introduction to the Hebrew
Bible is combined with even more student-friendly features, including charts, maps, photographs, chapter summaries, and
bibliographies for further reading. Collins proceeds through the canon of the Old Testament and the Apocrypha, judiciously
presenting the current state of historical, archaeological, and literary understanding of the biblical text, and engaging the student in
questions of significance and interpretation for the contemporary world. The third edition is presented in a new and engaging
format with new maps and images. An index has been added to the volume for the first time.

A General Introduction to the Bible, presents a comprehensive introduction to the Bible. It gives special emphasis to
conservative scholarship and provides clearly defined resonses to negative criticism that undermines the authority of the
Bible.
This useful textbook explores the theological dimensions of the Pentateuch and provides examples of critically engaged
theological interpretation.
Professor Rendtorff discusses the Old Testament in a way which sets his book apart from all other similar works by
examining OT development from the earliest material to the books in their final form firmly within the history of Israel. The
first part is in fact a critical evaluation of the problems of writing a history of Israel in those periods for which there is
biblical evidence; the second part considers the various sociological settings which gave rise to the different genres and
literary forms which make up the canon. The third part, which discusses the actual books of the canonical Old Testament,
makes a close examination of the material of which they are composed and the history of their composition at the same
time, though, under the impact of the arguments of Brevard Childs, it also considers the books in their final canonical
form, and not only the books but the combinations of books as in the Pentateuch and the 'Deuteronomistic History Work'.
Professor Rendtorf f's explanation of the relationship between these two complexes is particularly interesting.There are
full bibliographies; the book also has a novel system of cross-referencing within the margins which makes it particularly
easy to use.
This Introduction attempts to offer a different model for the discipline from that currently represented. It seeks to describe
the form and function of the Hebrew Bible in its role as sacred scripture for Israel. It argues the case that the biblical
literature has not been correctly understood or interpreted because its role as religious literature has not been correctly
assessed.
Editor Philip S. Johnston presents the best evangelical thought on the proper interpretation and study of the Bible.
Written by a team of international and interdenominational scholars, this resource is designed to set you on your way to
responsible biblical interpretation.
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Addressed to Jewish and Christian readers alike, this important text book surveys past and current research into the
problems of the Pentateuch and speculates on what direction it is likely to take in the future.Despite the great interest in
literary criticism of the Bible, Professor Blenkinsopp argues that in texts like those contained in the Pentateuch, it alone is
not enough, and that whatever the problems of historical criticism and documentary hypotheses, the insights that they
provide cannot be ignored. At the same time it is possible at the end of the twentieth century to see the degree to which
rationalism, Romanticism, Hegelianism and other trends influenced exegesis of the Pentateuch and prompted certain
conclusions about the religious history of early Judaism. After describing past scholarship the book considers the basic
features of the Pentateuch, its structure and chronology and then examines the sweep of its narrative from human origins
and the story of the ancestors in Genesis to the progress of Israel from Egypt to Canaan via the exodus and the
lawgiving on Sinai. Concluding reflections relate the Pentateuch to the Deuteronomistic History which follows.
Contains the complete text of Bandstra's Reading the Old Testament, 2nd ed., the full text of the Bible, additional illustrations, timelines,
maps, and bibliographies not found in the printed book, and an interactive study guide for each chapter in the book.
Problems of suffering, the conscience marred by sin, the transience of human life, the passionate love of woman and man. These are some
of the subjects dealt with in the five poetical books of the Old Testament surveyed in this well-written introduction.
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