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The Philokalia is a collection of texts written between the fourth and the fifteenth
centuries by spiritual masters of the Orthodox Christian tradition. First published in
Greek in 1782, then translated into Slavonic and later into Russian, The Philokalia has
exercised an influence in the recent history of the Orthodox Church far greater than that
of any book apart from the Bible. It is concerned with themes of universal importance:
how man may develop his inner powers and awake from illusion; how he may
overcome fragmentation and achieve spiritual wholeness; how he may attain the life of
contemplative stillness and union with God. Compiled by Bishop Kallistos Ware The
fourth volume of The Philokalia Volumes I through III are also available.
To many in the West, Orthodoxy remains shrouded in mystery, an exotic and foreign
religion that survived in the East following the Great Schism of 1054 that split the
Christian world into two camps--Catholic and Orthodox. However, as the second largest
Christian denomination, Orthodox Christianity is anything but foreign to the nearly 300
million worshippers who practice it. For them, Orthodoxy is a living, breathing reality; a
way of being Christian ultimately rooted in the person of Jesus and the experience of
the early Church. Whether they are Greek, Russian, or American, Orthodox Christians
are united by a common tradition and faith that binds them together despite differences
in culture. True, the road has not always been smooth -- Orthodox history is littered with
tales of schisms and divisions, of persecutions and martyrdom, from the Sack of
Constantinople, capital of the Byzantine Empire and seat of the Ecumenical Patriarch,
to the experience of the Russian Orthodox Church under the Soviet Union. Still, today
Orthodoxy remains a vibrant part of the religious landscape, not only in those lands
where it has made its historic home (Greece, Russia, the Middle East, and Eastern
Europe), but also increasingly in the West. Orthodox Christianity: A Very Short
Introduction explores the enduring role of this religion, and the history, beliefs, and
practices that have shaped it. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
"Fr. Meletios Webber, an Orthodox priest with a doctorate in counseling, helps us to
understand addiction and explores ways to overcome it. He clearly and skillfully
explains the Twelve Steps of the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous. In correlating
the Twelve Steps with basic Orthodox theology, Fr. Mel identifies the implications for
Orthodox, and for all Christians"--Www.christianity.com.
This Festschrift celebrates the joyful heart and retirement from thirty-five years of
university teaching of Bishop Kallistos Ware, a person who has found his monastic
"desert" among the "dreaming spires" of academia, and his "cell" in the lecture room.
The Festschrift contains articles by renowned academics, which are based on
historical, theological, and spiritual themes.
An easy-to-read, easy-to-understand presentation of the Orthodox Christian way of
salvation based on Scripture, the early tradition of the ancient, undivided Church, and
the Church Fathers. Excellent for personal reading and study groups.
In this inaugural volume of the Doxa & Praxis series, esteemed theologian Metropolitan
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Kallistos Ware examines the future questions and concerns that await Orthodox
Christianity and its theological reflection. Long-renowned for the depth of his
theological, historical, and ecclesial work, Metropolitan Kallistos Ware maintains that
recent Orthodox preoccupation with the church will give way to theological engagement
with what it means to be human. In that anthropological endeavor, he argues that
Christian theology has steep challenges to meet - but also crucial insights to offer - for
illuminating the human condition. [In light of the current challenges faced by global
Christianity, the Doxa & Praxis series - a collaborative effort of the Volos Academy and
World Council of Churches Publications - invites creative and original reflection that
reappraises, reappropriates, and further develops the riches of Orthodox thought for a
deep renewal of Orthodox Christianity and for the benefit of the whole oikoumene.]
(Series: Doxa & Praxis)
Modern Orthodox theology represents a continuity of the Eastern Christian theological
tradition stretching back to the early Church and especially to the Ancient Fathers of the
Church. This volume considers the full range of modern Orthodox theology. The first
chapters of the book offer a chronological study of the development of modern
Orthodox theology, beginning with a survey of Orthodox theology from the fall of
Constantinople in 1453 until the early 19th century. Ladouceur then focuses on
theology in imperial Russia, the Russian religious renaissance at the beginning of the
20th century, and the origins and nature of neopatristic theology, as well as the new
theology in Greece, Romania and Serbia. Subsequent chapters examine specific major
themes: - The restoration of patristic thought in Orthodox theology - God and Creation Divine-humanity and the theology of the person - Ecclesiology and ecumenical theology
- The 'Christification' of life - The 'Name-of-God' quarrel - Women in the Orthodox
church The volume concludes with assessments of major approaches of modern
Orthodox theology and reflections on the current status and future of Orthodox
theology. Designed for classroom use, the book features: - case studies - a detailed
index - a list of recommended readings at the end of each chapter
First published in 1979.
The Orthodox Church is one of the three major branches of Christianity. There are over 300
million adherents throughout the world. The Orthodox Church is a fellowship of independent
churches, which split form the Roman Church over the question of papal supremacy in 1054.
The Orthodox adherents include people in: Greece, Georgia, Russia, and Serbia. There are an
estimated one million members in the United States. This Advanced book explains the basic
principles of Orthodox Christianity and describes in detail the holidays observed by the
Orthodox Church. In addition, relevant book literature is presented in bibliographic form with
easy access provided by title, subject and author indexes.
Donald Allchin was an ordained priest in the Church of England, an historian, ecumenist, and
contemplative theologian. The essays, poems, and memoires in this book represent what his
Christian vision has brought forth in the lives of the contributors. You will meet poets,
historians, bishops, archbishops, monks, priests, lay persons, and scholars. You will taste the
rich ecumenical dialogue between Donald's Anglican heritage, Eastern Orthodox Churches,
the Roman Catholic Church, and churches of the Reformed Traditions, including Donald's
friendships and correspondence with Thomas Merton and the Romanian Orthodox theologian
Dumitru St niloae. Readers will gain insights into Donald's interpretation of the Anglican
Tradition and his emphasis on the value of monastic solitude and community for the lives of
modern Christians. You will enter Donald's journey into the lives, poetry, saints, and holy
places of the Welsh spiritual tradition. And this is only a taste of his legacy. In Donald's words,
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""For the things which belong to the story of Jesus are not yet completed."" ""This book
captures in so many ways the personality, spirituality, and breadth of interests of Donald
Allchin . . . I know of no one else . . . who could write with such profundity about such a range
of subjects such as Anne Griffiths the Welsh hymn writer, Celtic spirituality, Eastern orthodox
theology, and the Danish theologian N. F. S. Grundtvig. In doing so, he was able to expound
their importance and insights to those who belonged to those traditions, enabling them to
appreciate them afresh through his eyes."" --Most Rev. Barry Morgan, Archbishop of Wales
""Keller has managed to gather between the covers of his excellent book the spirit of Donald's
warm humanity and rich spirituality, best seen in his writings and in the contributions of his
wide and valued circle of friends. We and the church owe him a great debt of gratitude.""
--Esther De Waal, historian, author, lecturer David Keller is an Adjunct Professor of Ascetical
Theology at The General Theological Seminary in New York and Director of the Contemplative
Ministry Project. He is the author of Oasis of Wisdom: The Worlds of the Desert Mothers and
Fathers (2005), Come and See: The Transformation of Personal Prayer (2009), and Desert
Banquet: A Year Of Wisdom From The Desert Mothers And Fathers (2011)."
A new, enlarged edition of the groundbreaking 'No Women in Holy Orders?', gathering
historical evidence to show that women were ordained as deacons in the first ten centuries of
the Church, and identifiying over 120 known female deacons.
Re-printed many times since it was first published, and translated into numerous languages,
this book by METROPOLITAN KALLISTOS WARE OF DIOKLEIA, is an invaluable guide at
every stage of spiritual pilgrimage. It is a classic exposition of the Jesus Prayer and its use in
the Hesychast Orthodox tradition of the prayer of stillness, and the author shows how anyone
who prays can apply this teaching to themselves.
This book is a printed edition of the Special Issue "Inward Being and Outward Identity: The
Orthodox Churches in the 21st Century" that was published in Religions
Endorsements: This is an important contribution to the virtually non-existent history of
Orthodox theology of the ""post-Patristic"" age. Mr. Ware is right in stating in his introduction
that ""four centuries of Turkish rule have left -- for good or evil -- a permanent mark upon the
Greek Orthodox world"" and that ""without taking into account the way Greeks thought and felt
under Turkish domination, and the way their theology developed between 1453 and 1821, it is
all but impossible to understand the present condition of Greek Orthodoxy."" The book begins
with an extremely valuable and well-documented chapter on the general state of Orthodoxy
under Islam, with a special emphasis on the relations between the Greeks and the Latins. A
modern ""ecumenicist"" will discover here many puzzling facts that could help him overcome
some of the current oversimplifications. Chapter 2 gives us an exhaustive biography of Argenti
and in chapter 3 through 4 the main theological problems debated by Argenti -- Baptism,
Eucharist, purgatory, and papacy--are presented in a clear and penetrating way. Finally, a list
of Argenti's writings and a bibliography crown this scholarly book. As said above, the
importance of the book goes beyond the personal case of Argenti: it helps us understand the
tragedy of Eastern Orthodoxy at the time when the West was reaching the climax of its
religious and cultural development. ""Squeezed"" between Latin and Protestant influences,
deprived of academic centers, Orthodox theology often surrendered to pressure. Mr. Ware's
point is that in the case of Argenti it avoided such a surrender and preserved its tradition from
deviations and errors. -- Alexander Schmemann, St. Vladimir Seminary Quarterly 9.2 (1965)
About the Contributor(s): Kallistos Ware is an English bishop within the Eastern Orthodox
Church under the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and one of the best-known
contemporary Eastern Orthodox theologians. From 1982 he has held the Titular Bishopric of
Diokleia.
Contributing Authors: Fr. John Behr Dr Spyridoula Athanasopoulou-Kypriou Dr. Dionysios
Skliris Fr. Andrew Louth Dr Mary Cunningham Met Kallistos Ware Rev Dr Sarah Hinlicky
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Wilson Dr Kyriaki Karidoyanes FitzGerald Dr Carrie Frederick Frost Dr Paul Ladouceur Luis
Josué Salés This book—a collaborative, international initiative, involving academic theologians
and practitioners—invites the reader into a conversation about the ordination of women in the
Orthodox Church. It explores questions relating to the significance of being human, Eve’s
curse, sexed bodies, the place of Mary, the nature of priesthood, the role of the deacon, and
the task of being a priest in the twenty-first century. The reflections move across three main
areas of discussion: issues of theological anthropology, particular questions pertaining to the
priesthood and the diaconate, and contemporary practices. In each area the implications for
ordaining women in the Orthodox Church today are explored.
The Orthodox ChurchThe Orthodox ChurchPenguin UK
The whole question of the place of women in the church, their sharing in responsibilities and
the exercise of authority within it -- which implies access to the ordained ministry -- represents
one of the major challenges posed for the traditional Christian churches by the modern
Western world. Initially the Orthodox churches maintained that this challenge did not concern
them, but gradually they have come to take it to heart. After outlining the historical context,
Elisabeth Behr-Sigel describes the ups and downs of the difficult growth of consciousness,
coupled with a creative return to the sources of genuine ecclesial Tradition called for by frank
ecumenical dialogue. Bishop Kallistos Ware sets the question of the ordination of women in
perspective in the light of patristic anthropology and Orthodox theology. This book also sets the
Orthodox church in a new light; often described as 'Eastern', a large diaspora is found today
throughout the world, and especially in Western Europe and North America.
Over the last two decades, the American academy has engaged in a wide-ranging discourse
on faith and learning, religion and higher education, and Christianity and the academy. Eastern
Orthodox Christians, however, have rarely participated in these conversations. The
contributors to this volume aim to reverse this trend by offering original insights from Orthodox
Christian perspectives that contribute to the ongoing discussion about religion, higher
education, and faith and learning in the United States. The book is divided into two parts.
Essays in the first part explore the historical experiences and theological traditions that inform
(and sometimes explain) Orthodox approaches to the topic of religion and higher education—in
ways that often set them apart from their Protestant and Roman Catholic counterparts. Those
in the second part problematize and reflect on Orthodox thought and practice from diverse
disciplinary contexts in contemporary higher education. The contributors to this volume offer
provocative insights into philosophical questions about the relevance and application of
Orthodox ideas in the religious and secular academy, as well as cross-disciplinary treatments
of Orthodoxy as an identity marker, pedagogical framework, and teaching and research
subject.
Exploration of the global spread of Eastern Orthodox practices from local settings and the
resulting divergence of interpretations as a struggle over larger issues.
"The Orthodox Church, presented here in a newly revised edition, has become an
indispensable classic on the history of the Orthodox Church and the unique position it holds in
today's world. Fr. Meyendorff reviews the great events and the principle stages in a history of
nearly two thousand years, its diversity not only in Eastern and far-Eastern countries, but also
in the West and in the whole world. He also presents the culture and spiritual tradition of
Orthodoxy, its connection to other Christian churches, its religious activities in various
communities and its position and actions in former Eastern Communist countries. The
postscript describes the new post-Communist situation of Orthodoxy."--BOOK JACKET.Title
Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
A fundamental and well-illustrated reference collection for anyone interested in the role of
women in North American religious life.
"I didn't need to be redeemed from any unacceptable state. I didn't suffer from any
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metaphysical disease. I was a living, mortal, fragile, complex sentient being, and that was fine.
I could make my own decisions. I could think for myself. I had my own voice." In There's a Hula
Girl on my Dashboard: How I Left Faith Behind and Embraced Life, writer, lecturer, and
maverick Logospilgrim candidly shares the remarkable and passionate journey that took her
from religious belief to secular humanism.
A succinct introduction to the Celtic Orthodox Church, including and overview of Orthodox
belief, the history of the Celtic Church and an insight into Celtic Spirituality.
Recounts the history of Orthodox Christianity, and discusses Orthodox beliefs, practices, and
forms of worship

Contributing Authors: Fr. John Behr Dr Spyridoula Athanasopoulou-Kypriou Dr.
Dionysios Skliris Fr. Andrew Louth Dr Mary Cunningham Met Kallistos Ware Rev
Dr Sarah Hinlicky Wilson Dr Kyriaki Karidoyanes FitzGerald Dr Carrie Frederick
Frost Dr Paul Ladouceur Luis Josue Sales This book--a collaborative,
international initiative, involving academic theologians and practitioners--invites
the reader into a conversation about the ordination of women in the Orthodox
Church. It explores questions relating to the significance of being human, Eve's
curse, sexed bodies, the place of Mary, the nature of priesthood, the role of the
deacon, and the task of being a priest in the twenty-first century. The reflections
move across three main areas of discussion: issues of theological anthropology,
particular questions pertaining to the priesthood and the diaconate, and
contemporary practices. In each area the implications for ordaining women in the
Orthodox Church today are explored.
This book is the first comprehensive attempt to assess an Orthodox Christian
‘position’ on Islam. It demonstrates how a growing number of ordained and lay
leaders have reframed the discussion within the Orthodox Church, while
participating in dialogue with Muslims.
This work is a revised and expanded version of a book that has appeared in
several languages. It focuses on themes central to Eastern Christian worship and
spiritual life. The first three chapters provide insights on death, bereavement and
resurrection in Christ; and repentance. Chapters four and five invite the reader
into the world of desert ascetics and hesychast monks. Combining schoarly rigor
with practical counsels on prayer, Bishop Ware makes the wealth of this
traditonal accessible to today's Christians. The next three chapters concern
personal vocation, martyrdom, spiritual fatherhood and the strange path of the
fool for Christ's sake. There follows brief essays on the theology of time and the
spiritual purposes of higher education. The final chapters is a challenging
discussion of Origen and SS Gregory of Nyssa, Isaac the Syrian and Silouan the
Athonite, and in coversation with them asks, dare we hope for the salvation of all.
Although numerous studies have examined biblical and theological rationales for
using the visual arts in worship, this book by Lisa J. DeBoer fills in a piece of the
picture missing so far -- the social dimensions of both our churches and the
various art worlds represented in our congregations. The first part of the book
looks at Orthodoxy, Catholicism, and Protestantism in turn -- including case
studies of specific congregations -- showing how each tradition's use of the visual
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arts reveals an underlying ecclesiology. DeBoer then focuses on six themes that
emerge when Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant uses of the visual arts are
examined together -- the arts as expressions of the church's local and universal
character, the meanings attributed to particular styles of art for the church, the
role of the arts in enculturating the gospel, and more. DeBoer's Visual Arts in the
Worshiping Church will focus and deepen the thinking of pastors, worship
leaders, artists, students, and laypeople regarding what the arts might do in the
midst of their congregations.
Fairacres Publications 176 These essays were first published to mark the revival
of the hermit life in the Church. Prepared for a meeting of solitaries at St David’s
in Wales in 1975, both their historical and contemporary content continue to
speak to and encourage those called to the eremitic life. For anyone who doubts
its validity, they give a compelling and lucid explanation of this way of following
Christ. The love of God shines through them; all readers may sense something of
the attractive power of that love, whether or not they aspire to such a life. The
contributors include Canon A. M. Allchin, Dom Andre Louf OCSO, Metropolitan
Kallistos Ware, Father Roland Walls, Sister Benedicta Ward SLG and Mother
Mary Clare SLG.
'Orthodoxy is not just a kind of Roman Catholicism without the Pope, but
something quite distinct from any religious system in the west. Yet those who
look more closely at this 'unknown world' will discover much in it which, while
different, is yet curiously familiar' Since its first publication fifty years ago, Timothy
Ware's book has become established throughout the English-speaking world as
the standard introduction to Eastern Christianity. In this fully revised and updated
third edition he explains the Orthodox views on such widely ranging matters as
Free Will, Purgatory, the Papacy and the relation between the different Churches,
making this the definitive guide for both Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike.
An exquisite guidebook that explores the nature and purpose of icons and how
they might enrich the spiritual lives of readers--Protestant and Catholic as well as
Orthodox.
Throughout their shared history, Orthodox and Eastern Catholic Churches have
lived through a very complex and sometimes tense relationship –-not only
theologically, but also politically. In most cases such relationships remain to this
day; indeed, in some cases the tension has increased. In July 2019, scholars of
both traditions gathered in Stuttgart, Germany, for an unprecedented conference
devoted to exploring and overcoming the division between these churches. This
book, the second in a two-volume set of the essays presented at the conference,
explores the ecumenical and practical implications of the relationship between
Orthodox and Eastern Catholic Churches. Like the conference, the volume brings
together representatives of these Churches, as well as theologians from different
geographical contexts where tensions are the greatest. The published essays
represent the great achievements of the conference: willingness to engage in
dialogue, general openness to new ideas, and opportunities to address difficult
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questions and heal inherited wounds.
The Philokalia is a collection of texts written between the fourth and fifteenth centuries by
spiritual masters of the Orthodox Christian tradition. First published in Greek in 1782,
translated into Slavonic and later into Russian, The Philokalia has exercised an influence far
greater than that of any book other than the Bible in the recent history of the Orthodox Church.
An essential, one-of-a-kind reader, this book frames, explores, and interprets Eastern
Orthodoxy through primary sources. It is the first comprehensive reader on the Eastern
Orthodox Church for the English-speaking world and is accessible to readers with no prior
knowledge of theology or religious history. Lively introductions and short narratives touch on
anthropology, art, law, literature, music, politics, women's studies, and a host of other areas.
These texts are brought together to survey the fascinating history of the Eastern Orthodox
Christian tradition--From back cover.
This is the first attempt to provide comprehensive, annotated lists of the Ecumenical Patriarchs
and the Metropolitans and Archbishops under the jurisdication of Constantinople for an Englishlanguage audience. Kiminas meticulously delineates the history of each archdiocese, and
provides detailed succession catalogs in both English and Greek of the hierarchs of each see,
as well as indicating their years of birth and death (when known), and their previous and later
ecclesiastical posts. Every serious student of the history of Eastern Orthodoxy will want a copy
of this carefully annotated work. "A stunning achievement of scholarship "-Michael Burgess,
author of The Eastern Orthodox Churches.
With Courage and Compassion celebrates the contributions of women to nations, societies,
churches, and the ecumenical movement. Through creative forms of resistance and daring
theological exploration, women have enriched and advanced theological discourse and called
for transformations in within human relationships with one another and with the earth. The
World Council of Churches (WCC) has, since its inception in 1948, responded to the call of
women for recognition of their leadership and theological gifts with efforts at affirmation and
inclusion. However, all is not well. Structures and processes that permit many forms of
exclusion and even violence against women in societies in the church and the ecumenical
movement persist. This book analyses what lies at the heart of the struggle women go through
and why the vulnerability of women continues to be exploited. It calls for a new theological
vision and political imagination to transform unjust attitudes and systems that still exist,
particularly in the ecumenical movement.
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