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"...what man wins more happiness than just its shape and the ruin when that shape collapses?" Sophocles' Oedipus Rex has
never been surpassed for the raw and terrible power with which its hero struggles to answer the eternal question, "Who am I?" The
play, a story of a king who acting entirely in ignorance kills his father and marries his mother, unfolds with shattering power; we are
helplessly carried along with Oedipus towards the final, horrific truth. To make Oedipus more accessible for the modern reader,
our Prestwick House Literary Touchstone Classics includes a glossary of the more difficult words, as well as convenient sidebar
notes to enlighten the reader on aspects that may be confusing or overlooked. We hope that the reader may, through this edition,
more fully enjoy the beauty of the verse, the wisdom of the insights, and the impact of the drama. About Sophocles : Sophocles
(born c. 496 bc, Colonus, near Athens [Greece]-died 406, Athens), was an ancient Greek tragedy playwright. Not many things are
known about his life other than that he was wealthy, well educated and wrote about one hundred and twenty three plays (of which
few are extant). One of his best known plays is 'Oedipus the King' (Oedipus Rex). " What can I say about Sophocles' Oedipus Rex
that has not already been said? Apart from the patricide and the infamous incest, this is an ancient tale of angst and overall
calamity. But since I recently revisited it, this legendary tragedy hasn't left my mind. "Look and learn all citizens of Thebes. This is
Oedipus.He, who read the famous riddle, and we hailed chief of men,All envied his power, glory, and good fortune.Now upon his
head the sea of disaster crashes down." " I felt after reading the play that there was not really anything that Oedipus could have
done to get himself out of his destiny. In fact, it seems that the more he attempts to get out of it, the deeper he is immersed in its
inevitability. It is simply that there was no way for him to avoid doing it all and facing his fate. After hearing of the prophecy he flees
because he doesn't want it to come true, but there is a lot that he does not know and a lot that he is not being told. His parents,
when told by the oracles decided to sacrifice him. But he was saved by the compassionate nature of humanity. Later on, his step
parents also leave him in ignorance, and in hiding the truth they are also making the prophecy come true. "
The Oedipus Plays of SophoclesOedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus, AntigoneSignet Book
A revised edition of the bestselling commentary on this most important of ancient plays.
The most celebrated plays of ancient Athens in vibrant new translations by award-winning poet Robert Bagg Sophocles' three
great masterpieces, gathered here in one volume, dramatize the inexplicable animosity directed at three generations of Thebes'
royal family by Apollo, the inscrutable god who terrifies and deceives his victims into acts of incest, betrayal, and kin murder.
These fifth-century BCE family dramas—Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Kolonos, and Antigone—are fraught with horrific crises,
confrontations, and excruciating choices, all of which still rivet theatergoers and readers in the twenty-first century. Bagg's
translations are modern in idiom while faithful to the Greek. They preserve the complexity of Sophocles' characters and their
dialogue (whether searingly raw, subtly inflected, or infused with humor) and render Sophocles' choral odes in resonant poetry.
The three plays of The Oedipus Cycle, already proven stageworthy, refresh and clarify Sophocles' narratives for a new generation
about to discover timeless sources of pleasure and illumination in classical Greek drama.
A translation of the three plays dealing with events in the Oedipodean family history.
Collects the full texts of Sophocles' seven ancient Greek plays, including updated translations of "Oedipus the King," "Antigone,"
and "The Women of Trachis," as well as stage directions and prefaces to each play.
Get your A in gear! They're today's most popular study guides-with everything you need to succeed in school. Written by Harvard
students for students, since its inception SparkNotes(TM) has developed a loyal community of dedicated users and become a
major education brand. Consumer demand has been so strong that the guides have expanded to over 150 titles. SparkNotes'(TM)
motto is Smarter, Better, Faster because: - They feature the most current ideas and themes, written by experts.- They're easier to
understand, because the same people who use them have also written them.- The clear writing style and edited content enables
students to read through the material quickly, saving valuable time. And with everything covered--context; plot overview; character
lists; themes, motifs, and symbols; summary and analysis, key facts; study questions and essay topics; and reviews and
resources--you don't have to go anywhere else!
Love and loyalty, hatred and revenge, fear, deprivation, and political ambition: these are the motives which thrust the characters
portrayed in these three Sophoclean masterpieces on to their collision course with catastrophe. Recognized in his own day as
perhaps the greatest of the Greek tragedians, Sophocles's reputation has remained undimmed for two and a half thousand years.
His greatest innovation in the tragic medium was his development of a central tragic figure, faced with a test of will and character,
risking obloquy and death rather than compromise his or her principles: it is striking that Antigone and Electra both have a woman
as their intransigent `hero'. Antigone dies rather than neglect her duty to her family, Oedipus's determination to save his city results
in the horrific discovery that he has committed both incest and parricide, and Electra's unremitting anger at her mother and her
lover keeps her in servitude and despair. These vivid translations combine elegance and modernity, and are equally suitable for
reading or theatrical performance.
Three of Greatest Greek Plays in one Collection “Time, which sees all things, has found you out.” ? Sophocles, Oedipus Rex
Sophocles' three Theban plays, Oedipus, Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone, are cornerstones of western civilization and dramatic
history. Each play stems from the fated tragedy that Oedipus would kill his father and marry his mother. This Xist Classics edition
has been professionally formatted for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This eBook also contains a bonus book club
leadership guide and discussion questions. We hope you’ll share this book with your friends, neighbors and colleagues and can’t
wait to hear what you have to say about it. Xist Publishing is a digital-first publisher. Xist Publishing creates books for the
touchscreen generation and is dedicated to helping everyone develop a lifetime love of reading, no matter what form it takes
Plays of Sophocles: Oedipus The King - Oedipus at colonus - Antigone. Sophocles is one of three ancient Greek tragedians
whose plays have survived. His first plays were written later than those of Aeschylus, and earlier than or contemporary with those
of Euripides. Sophocles wrote over 120 plays during the course of his life, but only seven have survived in a complete form: Ajax,
Antigone, The Women of Trachis, Oedipus Rex, Electra, Philoctetes and Oedipus at Colonus. For almost 50 years, Sophocles was
the most celebrated playwright in the dramatic competitions of the city-state of Athens that took place during the religious festivals
of the Lenaea and the Dionysia. The Theban plays consist of three plays: Oedipus Rex (also called Oedipus Tyrannus or Oedipus
the King), Oedipus at Colonus and Antigone. All three plays concern the fate of Thebes during and after the reign of King Oedipus.
Revising and updating his classic 1958 translation, Paul Roche captures the dramatic power and intensity, the subtleties of
meaning, and the explosive emotions of Sophocles' great Theban trilogy. In vivid, poetic language, he presents the timeless story
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of a noble family moving toward catastrophe, dragged down from wealth and power by pride, cursed with incest, suicide, and
murder.
Sophocles was the Aaron Spelling of ancient Greek world--his plays had all the makings of a modern soap! But archaic
translations of his ancient work make it almost impossible to see any of the Melrose Place-like plots! BookCaps can help readers
who have struggled in the past with Sophocles classic plays with this modern retelling. Oedipus the King, also known by the Latin
title Oedipus Rex, is an Athenian tragedy by Sophocles that was first performed c. 429 BCE. It was the second of Sophocles's
three Theban plays to be produced, but it comes first in the internal chronology, followed by Oedipus at Colonus and then
Antigone. Over the centuries, it has come to be regarded by many as the Greek tragedy par excellence. This play is also available
as a collection in “The Oedipus Trilogy In Plain and Simple English." The original text is also presented in the book, along with a
comparable version of both text. We all need refreshers every now and then. Whether you are a student trying to cram for that big
final, or someone just trying to understand a book more, BookCaps can help. We are a small, but growing company, and are
adding titles every month.
A king tries in vain to avert a horrific fate in this epic tragedy, widely considered a masterpiece. Oedipus was warned that his
destiny is for him to kill his father and marry his mother. So he fled his home and has now become the king of Thebes, taking the
throne after the death of its previous occupant, Laius, and marrying his widow, Jocasta. But just as Laius long ago labored to defy
a prophecy and ultimately failed, so will Oedipus, in this masterpiece by the great tragedian of ancient Greece.
Sophocles I contains the plays “Antigone,” translated by Elizabeth Wyckoff; “Oedipus the King,” translated by David Grene; and
“Oedipus at Colonus,” translated by Robert Fitzgerald. Sixty years ago, the University of Chicago Press undertook a momentous
project: a new translation of the Greek tragedies that would be the ultimate resource for teachers, students, and readers. They
succeeded. Under the expert management of eminent classicists David Grene and Richmond Lattimore, those translations
combined accuracy, poetic immediacy, and clarity of presentation to render the surviving masterpieces of Aeschylus, Sophocles,
and Euripides in an English so lively and compelling that they remain the standard translations. Today, Chicago is taking pains to
ensure that our Greek tragedies remain the leading English-language versions throughout the twenty-first century. In this highly
anticipated third edition, Mark Griffith and Glenn W. Most have carefully updated the translations to bring them even closer to the
ancient Greek while retaining the vibrancy for which our English versions are famous. This edition also includes brand-new
translations of Euripides’ Medea, The Children of Heracles, Andromache, and Iphigenia among the Taurians, fragments of lost
plays by Aeschylus, and the surviving portion of Sophocles’s satyr-drama The Trackers. New introductions for each play offer
essential information about its first production, plot, and reception in antiquity and beyond. In addition, each volume includes an
introduction to the life and work of its tragedian, as well as notes addressing textual uncertainties and a glossary of names and
places mentioned in the plays. In addition to the new content, the volumes have been reorganized both within and between
volumes to reflect the most up-to-date scholarship on the order in which the plays were originally written. The result is a set of
handsome paperbacks destined to introduce new generations of readers to these foundational works of Western drama, art, and
life.

How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100% Original content) Illustrated About
Oedipus the King by Sophocles Oedipus the King by Sophocles was first performed around 429 BC. Originally, to the
ancient Greeks, the title was simply Oedipus, as it is referred to by Aristotle in the Poetics. It is thought to have been
renamed Oedipus Tyrannus to distinguish it from Oedipus at Colonus. In antiquity, the term "tyrant" referred to a ruler,
but it did not necessarily have a negative connotation. Of his three Theban plays that have survived, and that deal with
the story of Oedipus, Oedipus Rex was the second to be written. However, in terms of the chronology of events that the
plays describe, it comes first, followed by Oedipus at Colonus and then Antigone. Prior to the start of Oedipus Rex,
Oedipus has become the king of Thebes while unwittingly fulfilling a prophecy that he would kill his father, Laius (the
previous king), and marry his mother, Jocasta (whom Oedipus took as his queen after solving the riddle of the Sphinx).
The action of Sophocles' play concerns Oedipus' search for the murderer of Laius in order to end a plague ravaging
Thebes, unaware that the killer he is looking for is none other than himself. At the end of the play, after the truth finally
comes to light, Jocasta hangs herself while Oedipus, horrified at his patricide and incest, proceeds to gouge out his own
eyes in despair. Oedipus Rex is regarded by many scholars as the masterpiece of ancient Greek tragedy. In his Poetics,
Aristotle refers several times to the play in order to exemplify aspects of the genre. Many parts or elements of the myth of
Oedipus take place before the opening scene of the play. They may be described or referred to in the text. In his youth,
Laius was a guest of King Pelops of Elis, and became the tutor of Chrysippus, youngest of the king's sons, in chariot
racing. He then violated the sacred laws of hospitality by abducting and raping Chrysippus, who according to some
versions, killed himself in shame. This murder cast a doom over Laius, his son Oedipus, and all of his other descendants.
However, most scholars are in agreement that the seduction or rape of Chrysippus was a late addition to the Theban
myth. A son is born to King Laius and Queen Jocasta of Thebes. After Laius learns from an oracle that "he is doomed/To
perish by the hand of his own son", he tightly binds the feet of the infant together with a pin and orders Jocasta to kill the
infant. Hesitant to do so, she orders a servant to commit the act for her. Instead, the servant takes the baby to a
mountain top to die from exposure. A shepherd rescues the infant and names him Oedipus (or "swollen feet"). (The
servant directly hands the infant to the shepherd in most versions.) The shepherd carries the baby with him to Corinth,
where Oedipus is taken in and raised in the court of the childless King Polybus of Corinth as if he were his own.
????????????????????????
Sophocles' most profound and celebrated play in a vivid and dynamic new translation by award-winning poet Robert
Bagg Oedipus the King remains, after 2,500 years, a shocking, suspenseful, and highly emotional drama in which a royal
family is brought to hellish ruin by fate, an inscrutable god, and the kindness of a stranger. Oedipus must find and destroy
the murderer of his predecessor, King Laios, to rid Thebes of the plague caused by the killer's undetected and malignant
presence. The play's headlong action resembles a tautly woven criminal investigation, but one whose immense stakes
pose a host of wrenching and still unresolved questions: What constitutes human guilt? Why do gods punish the
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innocent? What are the limits of human intellect? Why do family bonds so often prove destructive? Robert Bagg's spare,
idiomatic, and nuanced translation is ideally suited for reading, teaching, or performing. This is Sophocles for a new
generation.
A collection of all three of Sophocles' three Theban plays, Oedipus Rex, Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone. Each work
was part of a tetralogy, a composition made up of four distinct works. The other three works of each tetralogy are now
lost. Although these are published under a single cover, they are not a trilogy and do not contain a continuous narrative.
The three plays were written for different festivals, sometimes years apart. Nonetheless, the three plays cover the fate of
the royal family of King Oedipus at the city state Thebes during and after the reign of King Oedipus.Sophocles is one of
three ancient Greeks tragedy writers, whose works have survived for posterity. Along with Aeschylus and Euripides.
Sophocles wrote over 120 plays, but only seven manuscripts have survived. During his life at Athens, Sophocles
competed in over thirty competitions at the festival of Dionysus. He won twenty-four, and never placed lower than
second. Sophocles e is remembered as the founding father of western tragedy.
Vivid translations of three masterworks of Western literature; With this volume, poet Robert Bagg completes his
translation of the three plays in which Sophocles dra matized the agony and destruction inflicted on Oedipus and his
family, the royal house of Thebes. To the newly revised Oedipus the King, first published in 1982, Bagg adds Antigone
and Oedipus at Kolonos. Composed decades apart in the fifth century bce, these tragedies hold a central place in
Western literature - not only because of the formal beauty and dramatic power of their poetry, but because of the
shocking ironies that convey Sophocles' understanding of divine malice and human vulnerability. Bagg's goal has been to
make accurate but idiomatic renderings of the Greek originals that are suitable for reading, teaching, or performing. What
makes his versions leaner, tauter, more luminous and Sophoclean than other transitions, writes classicist Richard P.
Martin, is Bagg's decision to follow the American poetic tradition of Stevens, Pound, and Frost rather than the English
tradition of most other contemporary translators. Readers and actors alike will find these translations loyal to Sophocles'
characteristic dir
'Sophocles ... created a masterpiece that in the eyes of posterity has overshadowed every other achievement in the field
of ancient drama ...' With these words Dr Dawe sets out the importance of Oedipus Rex. He investigates why it has for so
long fascinated the human mind, devoting his introduction to an examination of the story and to the technique employed
by Sophocles to unfold the plot. In this revised edition he also argues for the spurious nature of the play's ending. As with
the first edition, the commentary deals authoritatively with problems of language and expression, but is enhanced by
reflections on the text developed in the twenty years since the publication of that first edition. Written for classical
scholars and students, this is a welcome revised edition of a bestselling text.
A collection of eight critical essays on the classical tragedy, arranged in the chronological order of their original
publication.
Three tragedies recount the downfall of Oedipus, his death in exile, and the actions by his daughter Antigone following
his death.
Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes books contain complete plot summaries and
analyses, key facts about the featured work, analysis of the major characters, suggested essay topics, themes, motifs,
and symbols, and explanations of important quotations.
Translated by Robert Bagg ; introductions and notes by Robert Bagg and Mary Bagg.
Plays of Sophocles - The Theban Plays - OEDIPUS THE KING - OEDIPUS AT COLONUS - ANTIGONE. The most
famous tragedies of Sophocles feature Oedipus and also Antigone: they are generally known as the Theban plays,
although each play was actually a part of a different tetralogy, the other members of which are now lost. Sophocles
influenced the development of the drama, most importantly by adding a third actor, thereby reducing the importance of
the chorus in the presentation of the plot. He also developed his characters to a greater extent than earlier playwrights
such as Aeschylus. The Theban Plays The Theban plays consist of three plays: Oedipus the King (also called Oedipus
Tyrannus or by its Latin title Oedipus Rex), Oedipus at Colonus and Antigone. All three plays concern the fate of Thebes
during and after the reign of King Oedipus. They have often been published under a single cover.] Sophocles, however,
wrote the three plays for separate festival competitions, many years apart. Not only are the Theban plays not a true
trilogy (three plays presented as a continuous narrative) but they are not even an intentional series and contain some
inconsistencies among them. He also wrote other plays having to do with Thebes, such as the Epigoni, of which only
fragments have survived. Each of the plays relates to the tale of the mythological Oedipus, who killed his father and
married his mother without knowledge that they were his parents. His family is fated to be doomed for three generations.
When an essay is due and dreaded exams loom, this book offers students what they need to succeed. It provides
chapter-by-chapter analysis, explanations of key themes, motifs and symbols, a review quiz, and essay topics. It is
suitable for late-night studying and paper writing.
Oedipus Rex is the greatest of the Greek tragedies, a profound meditation on the human condition. The story of the
mythological king, who is doomed to kill his father and marry his mother, has resonated in world culture for almost 2,500
years. But Sophocles’ drama as originally performed was much more than a great story—it was a superb poetic script
and exciting theatrical experience. The actors spoke in pulsing rhythms with hypnotic forward momentum, making it hard
for audiences to look away. Interspersed among the verbal rants and duels were energetic songs performed by the
chorus. David Mulroy’s brilliant verse translation of Oedipus Rex recaptures the aesthetic power of Sophocles’
masterpiece while also achieving a highly accurate translation in clear, contemporary English. Speeches are rendered
with the same kind of regular iambic rhythm that gave the Sophoclean originals their drive. The choral parts are
translated as fluid rhymed songs. Mulroy also supplies an introduction, notes, and appendixes to provide helpful context
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for general readers and students.
One of the greatest of the classic Greek tragedies and a masterpiece of dramatic construction. Catastrophe ensues when
King Oedipus discovers he has inadvertently killed his father and married his mother. Masterly use of dramatic irony
greatly intensifies impact of agonizing events. Sophocles' finest play, Oedipus Rex ranks as a towering landmark of
Western drama. A selection of the Common Core State Standards Initiative.
The first drama in the Oedipus Trilogy, "Oedipus Rex", is the tragic tale of Oedipus who has accidentally killed his father and
married his mother. One of the most widely read of all Greek tragedies, "Oedipus Rex", stands as one of not only the greatest
dramas from classical antiquity but as one of the greatest dramas of all time. Its influence on literature and theatre cannot be
overstated and it is as compelling today as when it was first performed.
The stirring tale of a legendary royal family's fall and ultimate redemption, the Theban trilogy endures as the crowning achievement
of Greek drama. Sophocles' three-play cycle, chronicling Oedipus's search for the truth and its tragic results, remains essential
reading for English and classical studies majors as well as for all students of Western civilization. Oedipus Rex unfolds amid a city
in the relentless grip of a plague. When an oracle proclaims that only an act of vengeance will lift the curse from Thebes, King
Oedipus vows to bring a murderer to justice. His quest engenders a series of keen dramatic ironies, culminating in the fulfillment of
a dreaded prophecy. Oedipus at Colonus finds the former ruler in exile. Old and blind, he seeks a peaceful place to end his
torment, but finds only challenges from his reluctant hosts and a summons back to Thebes from his warring sons. The trilogy
concludes with Antigone, in which Oedipus's courageous daughter defies her tyrannical uncle in a provocative exploration of the
demands of loyalty and duty.
Available for the first time as an independent work, David Grene’s legendary translation of Oedipus the King renders Sophocles’
Greek into cogent, vivid, and poetic English for a new generation to savor. Over the years, Grene and Lattimore’s Complete
Greek Tragedies have been the preferred choice of millions of readers—for personal libraries, individual study, and classroom use.
This new, stand-alone edition of Sophocles’ searing tale of jealousy, rage, and revenge will continue the tradition of the University
of Chicago Press’s classic series. Praise for David Grene and Richmond Lattimore’s Complete Greek Tragedies “This is it. No
qualifications. Go out and buy it everybody.”—Kenneth Rexroth, Nation “The translations deliberately avoid the highly wrought and
affectedly poetic; their idiom is contemporary. . . . They have life and speed and suppleness of phrase.”—Times Education
Supplement
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