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The Gülen Movement is a transnational Muslim educational faith based network that has, in just three decades, established
schools in more than 110 countries. Originating in Turkey, the Movement, which over the last decade has come to be informally
named after its leader Fethullah Gülen, seeks to promote both formal secular education and informal religious education. While in
recent years the Movement has come to scholarly attention, the vast majority of what has been written about the Movement is
based largely at the level of discourse and tends to fall into two camps: Movement supporters and detractors. The latter regularly
accuse Movement members of being fundamentalists and revolutionaries in waiting, whilst Movement members and sympathisers
deny any hidden agendas. The aim of this thesis is to cut through the polemics and render the Movement more accessible through
empirical study. The key research question driving this thesis is: How does Islam inspire and influence the educational praxis of
the Gülen Movement and how should it be characterised?Field data was gathered in Ankara and Istanbul, Turkey, using a critical
ethnographic method. From February 2008 to March 2009 37 interviews were undertaken with Movement teachers and graduates
who had taught and studied at schools in Turkey, Central Asia, Africa, and South Asia. This was supplemented by interviews with
journalists and publishers from within the movement, Turkish politicians, and over 300 hours of observation in Gülen schools and
institutions.I argue that, despite what its detractors might claim the Movement is in fact not driven by a fundamentalist
understanding of Islam, but rather is the product of a modern understanding of traditional, Sufistic, Anatolian Islam of the kind that
finds broad appeal with the supporters of the moderate, progressive, post-Islamist vision of the incumbent Adalet ve Kalk?nma
Partisi (Justice and Development Party) in Turkey. Organic to Turkey, this form of Islam has carried over many elements from the
Ottoman period but adopts a progressive orientation such that it generally engages with modernity rather than opposing or
rejecting it. Further, I contend that the Movement is, in a sense a 'missionary' organisation that has chosen, partly out of necessity
and partly out of conviction to adopt the language and outreach style of modern Christian organisations, such as World Vision,
which is sometimes referred to 'lifestyle evangelism', or preaching through example. The schools are the vehicle through which
their particular approach to Islam is promoted. Whilst the Movement, however, behaves and acts in similar fashion to aid and
development organisations like World Vision, it is also distinctive in that it is not a regular civil society organisation, but rather a
hybrid entity of social entrepreneurs and social businesses that occupies the liminal space bridging the market and the third sector.
Another significant point of difference is that the Movement focuses its message towards fellow Muslims rather than seeking
conversions from non-Muslims. These findings not only fill some of the gaps in the literature, but also challenge the current
orthodoxy. The Movement is not content to be just an educational provider; it also seeks to be a major social force or change
agent wherever they go through advocating their moderate and progressive approach to Islam. Understanding the Movement is
Page 1/10

Read Book The Gulen Movement Turkeys Islamic Supremacist Cult And Its Contributions To The Civilization
Jihad Civilization Jihad Reader Series Volume 8
critically important, as its size and reach indicate that it will likely have a significant role to play both in shaping Islam in the Middle
East and amongst Muslim diasporas in the years to come.
Explores the terms, concepts, personalities, historical events, and institutions that helped shape the history of this religion and the
way it is practiced today.
Global Turkey in Europe’s third volume sheds light on four key areas in EU-Turkey relations: foreign relations, democracy, the
Kurdish question, and economic and trade issues. Building on its two preceding collective volumes, Global Turkey in Europe III
intends to contribute to a comprehensive discussion on shaping a common Turkish-European future with an eye to key domestic,
regional, and global challenges and opportunities facing both the EU and Turkey.
In recent years, a defamation campaign has been launched against Fethullah Gülen, a moderate Turkish Muslim scholar, and the
Hizment Movement he inspired. Dogan Koç analyzes approximately 500 defamation articles, books, and other texts to show these
defamations are not random and that they appear according to their respective audiences.
Examines how shifting power dynamics between the state and Islamic forces during the 1990s have transformed both Islam and
the Turkish state.
This book explores the struggle and differences between the current governmental power, the AKP, and the Gülen movement, the
leading civic Islamic movement, in Turkey. It discusses the history of relations between the AKP and the Gülen movement and
analyzes the reasons that caused tensions and, eventually, a radical rupture between them. In order to help readers to better
understand the difference between Political Islam and civil Islam, the project explains the political theology of each group and
compares them to each other. The author explains the human rights violations, restrictions on the media and the destruction of
democratic institutions in Erdogan’s New Turkey project. This is an ideal monograph for scholars interested in the Middle East,
sociology, and political Islam.
Examines the impact of the Gulen movement on the contemporary Muslim world.
This volume of essays on the Gulen, or Hizmet (service) movement, a Turkish, Sufi Muslim, and humanitarian civil society group,
looks at the recent activities of its followers to practice their form of Islam and carry out collective interfaith projects at the
international level. It adds to the newly burgeoning discourse by focusing on the ways in which participants challenge ideological
and sectarian boundaries. Included are essays which discuss how the movement is organized, structured, and institutionalized in
many parts of the world, explore Turkey's global influence, evaluate criticisms of the movement, and suggest directions for further
research. While most previous scholarly attention has focused on the theological and philosophical ideas of Fethullah Gulen, the
movement's inspirational figure, less attention has been paid to the ways in which participants have interpreted and carried out
Gulen's messages in the contemporary world.
Exploring the response and contributions of Muslims and Turkish Muslims to globalisation -- including areas such as
democratisation, scientific revolution, changing gender roles, and religious diversity -- this study identifies the common values and
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visions of peace Muslims share. This study places specific analysis on the Gülen movement -- a growing approach to the
reunification of faith and reason with hopes for a peaceful coexistence between liberal democracies and the religiously diverse.
Political Islamists in Turkey and the Gülen MovementSpringer Nature
This book examines Turkeyâ€™s ethno-religious activism and power-related political strategies in the Balkans between 2002 and
2020, the period under the rule of the Justice and Development Party (AKP), to determine the scopes of its activities in the region.
Ahmet Erdi Ã–ztÃ¼rk illuminates an often-neglected aspect of Turkeyâ€™s relations with its Balkan neighbours that emerged as a
result of the much discussed â€˜authoritarian turnâ€™ â€“ a broader shift in Turkish domestic and foreign policy from a realistsecular to a Sunni Islamic orientation with ethno-nationalist policies.
Ã–ztÃ¼rk draws on personal testimonies given by both Turkish and non-Turkish, Muslim and non-Muslim interviewees in three
country cases: Bulgaria, North Macedonia and Albania. The findings shed light on contemporary issues surrounding the
continuous redefinition of Turkish secularism under the AKP rule and the emergence of a new Muslim elite in Turkey.
This book analyses Turkey’s role in the Arab world and investigates the effects of the Arab Spring on Turkish foreign policy,
decision-making and its role. Particular attention is focused on widespread terms such as strategic depth, neo-Ottomans and the
Turkish Model. It also provides incisive discussions of the key tenets of the Turkish official responses to Arab revolts and narrates
the advantages and challenges that come to forge any potential regional role for Turkey.
"The book cogently traces the origins of Gulen's ideology and his early efforts to propagate his views through educational
activities. It details the various strategies employed by Gulen's followers to put his ideas into practice, both in Turkey and around
the world. Contributors describe its intellectual and religious formation, its spread across Turkey and Central Asia, and its influence
on citizens outside the movement, including leading Turkish politicians."--BOOK JACKET.
This book explores the Gulen/Hizmet Movement, which is a social movement inspired by Fethullah Gulen, one of the most
prominent Islamic scholars - and controversial figures of modern-day Turkey. Notwithstanding the current political turmoil under
Erdogan regime in Turkey, Gulen/Hizmet Movement is one of the most interesting faith-based movements that arose from a
Muslim society in the twentieth century. They have opened thousands of schools around the world since late 1960s and have been
active in relief work in Turkey and abroad. In this book, Anwar Alam shares his almost a decade-long research and field work
based on the religious, educational, political, and social contexts that have shaped the essential dynamics from which both Gulen
and his movement have flourished.
Fethullah Gulen is a Turkish Islamic scholar of the thoroughly jihadist Sufi Ottoman tradition with a controversial history and many
followers and admirers in both the Islamic and Western worlds. He is known as the spiritual leader of an Islamic socio-political
movement that now spans the globe with a network of some 1,500 schools, including universities, in more than 120 countries
including the U.S. This monograph offers readers a comprehensive overview of the reclusive figure at the center of this disturbing
global enterprise, his philosophy, role in Turkish society, place in the American educational system, and what that growing
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influence portends for U.S. students and society.
The "Hizmet" ("Service") Movement of Fethullah Gülen is Turkey’s most influential Islamic identity community. Widely praised
throughout the early 2000s as a mild and moderate variation on Islamic political identity, the Gülen Movement has long been a
topic of both adulation and conspiracy in Turkey, and has become more controversial as it spreads across the world. In Gülen,
Joshua D. Hendrick suggests that when analyzed in accordance with its political and economic impact, the Gülen Movement,
despite both praise and criticism, should be given credit for playing a significant role in Turkey's rise to global prominence. Drawing
on 14 months of ethnographic fieldwork in Turkey and the U.S., Hendrick examines the Gülen Movement’s role in Turkey’s recent
rise, as well as its strategic relationship with Turkey’s Justice and Development Party-led government. He argues that the
movement’s growth and impact both inside and outside Turkey position both its leader and its followers as indicative of a "post
political" turn in twenty-first century Islamic political identity in general, and as illustrative of Turkey’s political, economic, and
cultural transformation in particular. Joshua D. Hendrick is Assistant Professor of Sociology and Global Studies at Loyola
University Maryland in Baltimore.
Transnational Turkish Islam provides an overview of Turkish organized Islam in seven European countries. It shows how Turkish
Islamic organizations have developed from typical migrant associations in the 1970s and 1980s into present-day European Islamic
associations with their own cultural and religious specificities and agendas.
The sway of Islam in political life is an unavoidable topic of debate in Turkey today. Secularists, Islamists, and liberals alike
understand the Turkish state to be the primary arbiter of Islam's place in Turkey--as the coup attempt of July 2016 and its
aftermath have dramatically illustrated. Yet this emphasis on the state ignores the influence of another field of political action in
relation to Islam, that of civil society. Based on ethnographic research conducted in Istanbul and Ankara, Muslim Civil Society and
the Politics of Religious Freedom in Turkey is Jeremy F. Walton's inquiry into the political and religious practices of contemporary
Turkish-Muslim Nongovernmental Organizations. Since the mid-1980s, Turkey has witnessed an efflorescence of NGOs in tandem
with a neoliberal turn in domestic economic policies and electoral politics. One major effect of this neoliberal turn has been the
emergence of a vibrant Muslim civil society, which has decentered and transformed the Turkish state's relationship to Islam.
Muslim NGOs champion religious freedom as a paramount political ideal and marshal a distinctive, nongovernmental politics of
religious freedom to advocate this ideal. Walton's accomplished study offers a fine-grained perspective on this nongovernmental
politics of religious freedom and the institutions and communities from which it emerges.
This exciting new textbook provides a broad and comprehensive overview of contemporary Turkey. Placing the country and its
people within the context of a rapidly globalizing world, the book covers a diverse range of themes such as politics, economics,
international relations, the Turkic world, religion and recent historical background. Tracing the evolution of Turkey’s domestic
political and economic systems, and its foreign policy, from the inception of the republic to the present day, the themes covered
include: the impact of globalization on Turkey’s society, politics, economy and foreign policy the role of the EU and the Turkish
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diaspora in the evolution of Turkish policies the main features and prominent role of Kemalism turkish foreign policy, and the new
challenges and opportunities brought by the end of the cold war the position of Turkey as a ‘bridge’ between East and West, and
the particular and unique dilemmas confronting a Muslim but economically developed, democratized state allied to the West
Kurdish identity the Fethullah Gulen movement and the Armenian ‘genocide’. Situating the country as a ‘model’ for the wider
Muslim world, this sophisticated analysis of one of the largest and most important states in the Middle East will be an invaluable
resource for scholars and officials interested in Turkish politics and US foreign and security policies, and for students of the
Balkan, Middle Eastern, Caucasus and Central Asian regions.
M. Hakan Yavuz offers an insightful and wide-ranging study of the Gulen Movement, one of the most controversial developments
in contemporary Islam. Founded in Turkey by the Muslim thinker Fethullah Gulen, the Gulen Movement aims to disseminate a
''moderate'' interpretation of Islam through faith-based education. Its activities have fundamentally altered religious and political
discourse in Turkey in recent decades, and its schools and other institutions have been established throughout Central Asia and
the Balkans, as well as western Europe and North America. Consequently, its goals and modus operandi have come under
increasing scrutiny around the world. Yavuz introduces readers to the movement, its leader, its philosophies, and its practical
applications. After recounting Gulen's personal history, he analyzes Gulen's theological outlook, the structure of the movement, its
educational premise and promise, its financial structure, and its contributions (particularly to debates in the Turkish public sphere),
its scientific outlook, and its role in interfaith dialogue. Towards an Islamic Enlightenment shows the many facets of the movement,
arguing that it is marked by an identity paradox: despite its tremendous contribution to the introduction of a moderate, peaceful,
and modern Islamic outlook-so different from the Iranian or Saudi forms of radical and political Islam-the Gulen Movement is at
once liberal and communitarian, provoking both hope and fear in its works and influence.
Islamist capital accumulation has split the Turkish bourgeoisie and polarized Turkish society into secular and religious social
groupings, giving rise to conflicts between the state and political Islam. By providing a long-term historical perspective on Turkey's
economy and its relationship to Islamism, this volume explores how Islamism as a political ideology has been utilized by the
conservative bourgeoisie in Turkey, and elsewhere, to establish hegemony over labor. The contributors analyze the relationship
between neoliberalism and the political fortunes of the Islamist Justice and Development Party (AKP), and examine the similarities
and differences amongst new factions in the secular and Islamic middle class that have benefited economically, socially, and
culturally during the AKP's reign. The articles also investigate the impact of the Gülen Movement and the role of the media in
shaping the contours of intra-class struggle within contemporary Turkish political and social life.
Winner of the William A. Douglass Prize in Europeanist Anthropology The emergence of an Islamist movement and the startling
buoyancy of Islamic political parties in Turkey--a model of secular modernization, a cosmopolitan frontier, and NATO ally--has
puzzled Western observers. As the appeal of the Islamist Welfare Party spread through Turkish society, including the middle class,
in the 1990s, the party won numerous local elections and became one of the largest parties represented in parliament, even
Page 5/10

Read Book The Gulen Movement Turkeys Islamic Supremacist Cult And Its Contributions To The Civilization
Jihad Civilization Jihad Reader Series Volume 8
holding the prime ministership in 1996 and 1997. Welfare was formally banned and closed in 1998, and its successor, Virtue, was
banned in 2001, for allegedly posing a threat to the state, but the Islamist movement continues to grow in popularity. Jenny White
has produced an ethnography of contemporary Istanbul that charts the success of Islamist mobilization through the eyes of
ordinary people. Drawing on neighborhood interviews gathered over twenty years of fieldwork, she focuses intently on the genesis
and continuing appeal of Islamic politics in the fabric of Turkish society and among mobilizing and mobilized elites, women, and
educated populations. White shows how everyday concerns and interpersonal relations, rather than Islamic dogma, helped
Welfare gain access to community networks, building on continuing face-to-face relationships by way of interactions with
constituents through trusted neighbors. She argues that Islamic political networks are based on cultural understandings of
relationships, duties, and trust. She also illustrates how Islamic activists have sustained cohesion despite contradictory agendas
and beliefs, and how civic organizations, through local relationships, have ensured the autonomy of these networks from the
national political organizations in whose service they appear to act. To illuminate the local culture of Istanbul, White has
interviewed residents, activists, party officials, and municipal administrators and participated in their activities. She draws on rich
experiences and research made possible by years of firsthand observation in the streets and homes of Umraniye, a large
neighborhood that grew in tandem with Turkeys modernization in the late 20th century. This book will appeal to anthropologists,
sociologists, historians, and analysts of Islamic and Middle Eastern politics.
This is an attempt to reflect on Islam as it appears in the context of Fethullah Gulen's teachings, an influential Turkish-Muslim
scholar who inspired a movement of education and interfaith dialogue. Grinell's extensive study of Islam and of Gulen allows him
to pinpoint a unique expression of values and beliefs that could alter the typical understanding of Islam and Muslims in the West.
He draws upon his previous studies of the Gulen Movement and comparatively places Gulen in a wider context of faith and
society. What is the concept of knowledge in Islam as understood by Gulen? How is faith and service to people connected? Is
Gulen after building a sultanate? Does the Gulen movement have a (hidden) political agenda? How traditional or modern is
Gulen? These are some of the questions Grinell attempts to answer from his perspective. As a humanistic researcher on Islam,
Grinell believes we definitely have something to learn from Islam.
"Hizmet Means Service is an examination of the Hizmet movement. Hizmet is named for its focus on service, but it is also often
called the Gulen movement, after the Turkish intellectual and inspiration for the movement, Fethullah Gulen, who is known for his
contribution to improved interfaith relations. This book studies Hizmet in twelve chapters written by contributors from around the
world. This book does not presume that all readers are familiar with Hizmet, but we move beyond mere introductions into scholarly
analysis of Fethullah Gulen and the manifestations of this movement"--Provided by publisher.
Turkey, a Muslim-majority country, is pivotal to Western security interests in the Middle East. Its ruling party, the AKP, has Islamic roots but
operates within a framework of strict secular democracy, which has generated controversy over the boundaries between secularism and
religion. This monograph describes the politico-religious landscape in Turkey and evaluates how the balance between secular and religious
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forces has changed over the past decade.
This book offers an in-depth overview of Turkish history and politics essential for understanding contemporary Turkey. It presents an analysis
on a number of key issues from gender inequality to Islamism to urban regeneration. Based on interviews with leading intellectuals and
academics from Turkey, the book’s theme follows the dramatic transformations that have occurred from the 1980 military coup to the coup
attempt of 2016 and its aftermath. It further draws attention to the global flows of capital, goods, ideas, and technologies that continue to
influence both mainstream and dissident politics. By doing so, the book tries to unsettle the assumption that Erdo?an and his Islamic ideology
are the sole actors in contemporary Turkey. This book provides unusual insight into the Turkish society bringing various topics together, and
increases the dialogue for people interested in democratic struggles in 21st century under neoliberal authoritarian regimes in general.
Assessment of the influence and impact of the Islamic scholar and activist Fethullah Gülen, and those who are inspired by him, on
contemporary Islam.
Project Report from the year 2010 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Region: Near East, Near Orient, grade: 1,3, Middle East
Technical University, language: English, abstract: This work deals with the broad topic of “Politcal Power beyond the State” and shows with
the particular example of the Fethullah Gülen movement in Turkey how a non-state actor takes political power beyond the nation-state and
slowly but surely transforms the identity of the Turkish Republic. A motivation to work on Fethullah Gülen as a political power beyond the
state is the fact that Gülen in a survey of the British magazine on Foreign Policy in 2008 surprisingly was voted to be the most public
intellectual in the world This paper will try to evaluate how a single person could become that influential during the last decades that he is
supposed to be one of the leading forces within the Turkish state at the beginning of the 21st century. What aims follows the person whose
name is associated with a media empire, with business enterprises and especially a huge education network in Turkey and worldwide? While
writing this paper the author assumes that the Fethullah Gülen movement of today is already a political power beyond the Turkish nationstate which influences the economy, media, politics and education sustainable in an immense radius according to its own interests.
Therefore, the main focus of this work will be to take a brief look at the motivations, origins and goals of the movement in regard of its activity
in the educational sphere. In summary, as a starting point for this paper and a general research question serves the demand: Is the Fethullah
Gülen Movement just ?a ? force beyond the Turkish state, or meanwhile through its strong educational network even ?THE ? force beyond
the Turkish Republic? As a matter of fact that this a term paper and not a thesis the author will concentrate especially on the movement’s
educational engagement while claiming that it can be seen as the key for the community-transforming network. After a brief introduction into
the life of Fethullah Gülen, his main point of views and convictions will be examined. In a further step the educational network of the
movement and its major fields of activity will be highlighted. Afterwards, the characteristics of the movement as a power beyond the state will
be explained to finally come to a conclusion in Chapter Five. Regarding the literature the author concentrates mainly on works from M. Hakan
Yavuz, who is one of the main researches on political Islam in Turkey and Islamic inspired movements like Fethullah Gülen.
This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of Islamic studies find reliable sources of information by directing them
to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives,
electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information
supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are
interrelated related. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important
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publications on various areas of scholarly interest within this topic. In Islamic studies, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels are
drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool for cutting through that material to find the exact
source you need. This ebook is a static version of an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Islamic Studies, a dynamic, continuously
updated, online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials relevant to the study of the
Islamic religion and Muslim cultures. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities,
for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.
This extensive analysis of the Mardin conflict in southeast Turkey considers the likelihood that socioreligious movements, such as the popular
Gülen movement, could effect positive change in ethnoreligious disputes, even those decades old. By focusing specifically on how Gülen
volunteers helped minimize the support of terrorist organizations in Anatolia, this guide illustrates how potent nonpolitical solutions to ethnic
conflict can be.
This book focuses on the logic of political survival in Turkish politics by analyzing the case of Justice and Development Party (Adalet ve
Kalk?nma Partisi-AKP).
David Tittensor offers a groundbreaking new perspective on the Gulen movement, a Turkish Muslim educational activist network that
emerged in the 1960s and has grown into a global empire with an estimated worth of $25 billion. Named after its leader Fethullah Gulen, the
movement has established more than 1,000 secular educational institutions in over 140 countries, aiming to provide holistic education that
incorporates both spirituality and the secular sciences. Despite the movement's success, little is known about how its schools are run, or how
Islam is operationalized. Drawing on thirteen months of ethnographic fieldwork in Turkey, Tittensor explores the movement's ideo-theology
and how it is practiced in the schools. His interviews with both teachers and graduates from Africa, Indonesia, Central Asia, and Turkey show
that the movement is a missionary organization, but of a singular kind: its goal is not simply widespread religious conversion, but a quest to
recoup those Muslims who have apparently lost their way through proselytism and to show non-Muslims that Muslims can embrace modernity
and integrate into the wider community. Tittensor also examines the movement's operational side and shows how the schools represent an
example of Mohammad Yunus's social business model: a business with a social cause at its heart. The House of Service is an insightful
exploration of one of the largest transnational Muslim associations in the world today, and will be invaluable for those seeking to understand
how Islam will be perceived and practiced in the future.

This book examines why Turkey has become infamous as a repressor of news media freedom. For the past decade or so
it has stood alongside China as a notorious jailer of journalists – at the same time as being a candidate state of the EU.
The author argues that the reasons for this conundrum are complex and whilst the AKP is responsible for the most recent
illiberality, its actions should be taken in the wider context of Turkish politics – and the three way battle for power which
has been raging between Kemalists, Kurds and Islamists since the republic was founded in 1923. The AKP are the
current winners of this tripartite power struggle and the securitisation of journalists as terrorists is part of that quest.
Moreover, whilst securitisation is not new, it has intensified recently as the number of the AKP’s political opponents has
proliferated. Securitisation is also a means of delegitimising journalism – and neutralizing any threat to the AKP’s
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electoral prospects – whilst maintaining a democratic façade on the world stage. Lastly, the book argues that whilst the
AKP’s securitisation of news began as a means of quashing the reporting of illiberality against wider political targets,
since 2016 it has become a target in its own right. In the battle for power in Turkey, journalism is now one of the many
losers.
The Gulen, or Hizmet, movement in Turkey is the country's most powerful and affluent religious organisation. Its central
tenet, advanced by its founder, the charismatic Sunni preacher Fethullah Gulen (b. 1941), is that Muslims should engage
positively with modernity. A prime means of advancing this philosophy has been education: at hundreds of Gulen-run
schools and universities, not only in Turkey but also worldwide, instructors aim to cultivate the next generation of Muslim
bankers, biologists, software engineers and politicians. But how does the Gulen movement resolve the sometimes
conflicting positions of Sunni Islam and contemporary science for example, on evolutionary theory? Drawing on sustained
ethnographic research conducted among Gulen communities in Turkey, Caroline Tee analyses their complex attitudes
towards secular modernity. She focuses on education, science research and industry to explore how pious Muslim
practitioners engage in science at high levels, arguing that the Gulen movement's success in this critical area of
modernity has facilitated its rise to prominence in recent decades. Considered against the backdrop of Turkish politics,
and particularly the acrimonious power-struggle between the Gulen movement and its erstwhile ally, Turkey's ruling AK
Party, Gulenist engagement with modern science is revealed as a key source of its influence and success.
This book dwells upon the various aspects of the Turkish foreign policy in the different regions of the world, especially
with the dawn of the twenty-first century. Turkey has attracted international attention due to a marked transformation in
the country’s domestic and external realms, which in turn, has led to an increased activism in its foreign policy actions.
Particularly, Turkey’s economic rise has fuelled the country’s ambition and quest for a more significant role in
international affairs. These transformations have come about with the ascendance of the Adalet ve Kalk?nma Partisi
(AKP) [or Justice & Development Party (JDP)] to power in 2002. Turkey, under the AKP, moved towards a ‘new’
direction in the foreign policy and consequently endeavoured to play a larger role in West Asia (Middle East), the
Balkans, southern Mediterranean, the Caucasus, Central Asia, Africa and Asia. The country has emerged as a multiregional player having stakes and tractions on a range of issues in these regions. The several discernible aspects of
Turkey’s involvement are dealt with in the contributions to this volume.
This is a book about an Islamic movement, the Gülen Movement, that is rooted in a moderate version of Islam and that
promotes interfaith and intercultural dialog and global peace. Based on interviews with supporters of the movement in
Turkey and in the U.S. and visits to Gülen-inspired schools, hospitals, newspapers and relief organizations, the book
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describes a movement that has millions of supporters in Turkey and that has spread to over 100 countries on five
continents.
Discusses the ideas of the most important living Muslim thinker and leader in contemporary Turkey.
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