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The Great Lord Burghley A Study In Elizabethan
Statecraft
Martin Andrew Sharp (1847-1910), known from 1877 onwards as Martin Hume, was an English
historian, long a resident in Spain. Sharp was born in London on 8 December 1843. He was
second son of William Lacy Sharp, of the East India Company's service, who married Louisa
Charlotte Hume in 1840. He was educated at a private school at Forest Gate, he had some
practical training in business, and began early to learn Spanish. A branch of his mother's family
had settled at Madrid towards the end of the eighteenth century. In 1860, he paid his Spanish
kinsfolk a first visit, which had a decisive influence on his career. His relatives received him
with affectionate cordiality. Though he declined their invitation to make his home with them, he
visited them annually for long periods, perfected his knowledge of Spanish, witnessed the
revolution of 1868, and became acquainted with the chief organisers of the movement. The
last of the Spanish Humes, a lady advanced in years, died in 1876, bequeathing her property
to Martin Sharp, and in August 1877, in compliance with her wish, he assumed the name of
Hume. He was now independent. A keen volunteer officer, he was attached to the Turkish
forces during the Russo-Turkish War (1877-78); he then spent some time in exploration on the
west coast of Africa, and travelled extensively in Central and South America. Until 1882
Hume's sympathies had been vaguely conservative. Then his views changed, and during the
next eleven years he actively engaged in English political conflict. He stood unsuccessfully as
a liberal candidate at Maidstone in 1885, at Central Hackney in 1886, and at Stockport in 1892
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and 1893. After some practice in journalism, he meanwhile produced his first book, a Chronicle
of King Henry VIII of England (1889), a translation from the Spanish. Though this attracted little
attention, Hume persevered, and The Courtships of Queen Elizabeth; a History of the Various
Negotiations for her Marriage, and The Year after the Armada, and other Historical Studies,
both issued in 1896, were received with a degree of popular favour which led him to adopt
authorship as a profession. In 1897, he published Sir Walter Ralegh and Philip II of Spain, the
latter monograph showing insight and independence of view. Next year Hume succeeded
Pascual de Gayangos at the Public Record Office as editor of the Spanish State Papers, and
did sound work in this capacity. However, his official duties did not absorb all his energies. In
1898, he published The Great Lord Burghley, a readable study, and Spain, its Greatness and
Decay, 1479-1789, a useful historical outline, which he completed in the following year by the
publication of Modern Spain, 1788-1898 (1899; new edit. 1906). Hume died unmarried, on 1
July 1910, at his sister's house at Forest Gate.
The Great Lord BurghleyA Study in Elizabethan StatecraftLondon : J. NisbetThe Great Lord
BurghleyBoD – Books on Demand
This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional
imperfections such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were
either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this
work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into
print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We
appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you
enjoy this valuable book.
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The Poetical gazette; the official organ of the Poetry society and a review of poetical affairs,
nos. 4-7 issued as supplements to the Academy, v. 79, Oct. 15, Nov. 5, Dec. 3 and 31, 1910

Official organ of the book trade of the United Kingdom.
Reproduction of the original: The Great Lord Burghley by Martin A.S Hume
Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character
Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there
are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of
these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there
may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available
for future generations to enjoy.
Excerpt from The Great Lord Burghley: A Study in Elizabethan Statecraft For nearly half a
century William Cecil, Lord Burghley, exercised greater influence over the future fortunes of
England than ever fell to the share of a statesman before or since. It was a period when
Mediaeval Europe was in the melting-pot, from which, in due season, some of her peoples
were to arise bright and shining, with fresh faiths, higher ideals, and nobler aspirations, to start
on a new career of civilisation; whilst others were still to cling a while longer to the garb of
dross which remained of the old order, and was to hamper them in the times to come. How
England should emerge from the welter of the old tides and the new, depended to some extent
upon providential circumstances, but more largely still upon the personal characteristics of
those who guided her national policy and that of her competitors. Never was nation more
favoured in this respect than was England at this crisis of the worlds history. The conditions of
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the Queen's birth compelled her to embrace the cause of religious freedom, whilst her intellect,
her sex, and her versatility enabled her during a long course of years successfully to play off
one continental rival against another, until she was strong enough openly to grasp and hold the
balance. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works."

"The Great Lord Burghley: A study in Elizabethan statecraft" by Martin A. S.
Hume. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles
that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and
non-fiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue
the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously
edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal
is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a highquality digital format.
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