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The present volume of studies is the first Subsidium of the Central European Medieval Text series, accompanying CEMT vol. 9 on the
Illuminated Chronicle (formerly called the Vienna Chronicle), written in the fourteenth century, which represents the international artistic style
at the royal court of Louis I of Hungary. The volume of the text and its annotations did not allow including the detailed scholarly introduction
into the same volume as is the custom with the other CEMT items. The essays in the book analyze the text and the illuminations of the
Illuminated Chronicle in literaryhistorical, art historical and heraldic context. The relevant literature that goes back to more than 200 years is
also summarized. Additional studies address issues connected with the narrative. Since the chronicle starts with the history of the Huns,
imaginary ancestors of the Hungarians, the Attila tradition in Hungarian history writing is discussed. Extensive coverage is offered on the
dynastic struggles of the eleventh century, placing them into the context of amicitia and deditio. The image of King St. Ladislas I as the "ideal
king" is reviewed, a topic that received conspicuously detailed coverage in the chronicle. Finally, the fate of the fourteenthcentury chronicle
texts during the subsequent centuries is examined, their appearance in legal texts, and their reception abroad.
Including such remarkable accounts as Attila the Hun's meeting with the Pope, Queen Balthild's life, and Gregory of Tours' vivid descriptions
of what happens when daily life is enmeshed with politics, From Roman to Merovingian Gaul documents events that are both remarkable in
themselves and that demonstrate what made this era of history distinct.
This book is a study in the myth of the origins and early history of the Goths as told in the Getica written by Jordanes in AD 551. Jordanes
claimed they emigrated from the island of Scandza (Sweden) in 1490 BC, thus giving them a history of more than two thousand years. He
found this narrative in Cassiodorus' Gothic history, which is now lost. The present study demonstrates that Cassiodorus and Jordanes did not
base their accounts on a living Gothic tradition of the past, as the Getica would have us believe. On the contrary, they got their information
only from the Graeco-Roman literature. The Greeks and Romans, however, did not know of the Goths until the middle of the third century AD.
Consequently, Cassiodorus and Jordanes created a Gothic history partly through an erudite exploitation of the names of foreign peoples, and
partly by using the narratives about other peoples' history as if they belonged to the Goths. The history of the Migrations therefore must be
reconsidered.
This ambitious series gives the reader a comprehensive narrative of late Roman military history from 284-641. Each volume gives a detailed
account of the changes in organization, equipment, strategy and tactics among both the Roman forces and her enemies in the relevant
period, while also giving a detailed but accessible account of the campaigns and battles. The Military History of Late Rome Volume 3
analyses in great detail the pivotal years of 395-425. It was then that the mighty Roman Empire faced the Great Migrations while being
wrecked by civil wars. In 395 the task of defending the Roman Empire fell on the great generalissimos Stilicho. He faced a series of hostile
bureaucrats, emperors, usurpers and foreign foes until he was killed in a conspiracy in 409. His death led to an event that shook up the
Empire to its very core. The city of Rome fell to the Visigoths of Alaric in 410. The book shows why this happened and how and why the
Germanic tribes were able to settle inside the borders of the Empire. This, however, is not the entire picture. In contrast to the West Romans,
the East Romans survived the civil wars and faced the Germans, Huns and Persia successfully. Why it was so and why were the East
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Romans able to take control also of West Rome in 425?
Saint Ambrose of Milan is one of the towering figures of the late 4th century AD. A high official in the western Roman government, Ambrose
was conscripted against his will by the people of Milan to serve as their bishop. He would go on to become one of the most important fathers
of the Western Church: a fierce opponent of heretics, admonisher of emperors, voluminous writer, worker of miracles, and the spiritual father
of other great saints. This biography of Ambrose was written by one of the deacons who served under him: Paulinus of Milan. Paulinus was
encouraged in this biographical effort by none other than Saint Augustine of Hippo, Ambrose's most famous disciple. Written in a style similar
to other works of hagiography from the same time, such as the Life of Saint Anthony by Saint Athanasius, Paulinus places Ambrose in his
historical and spiritual context, drawing an enduring picture of the man and his times that has helped to cement Ambrose as one of the great
holy men of the ancient Church. As a primary source, The Life of Saint Ambrose includes numerous first-hand accounts which were
witnessed by Paulinus himself or related to him by those close to Ambrose. The important figures whose lives intersected with that of
Ambrose included the Roman emperors Gratian, Theodosius the Great, and Valentinian II; the Arian empress Justina; usurpers Eugenius
and Arbogast; the magister militum Stilicho, and saints like Marcellina, Simplicianus, Bassianus, Venerius, and many others. This version of
the Vita Sancti Ambrosii was rendered into English by Sr. Mary Kaniecka in 1928. It has been completely re-typeset for the modern reader
with simplified punctuation, expanded bibliography, updated citations, and an index. It retains Sr. Kaniecka's introduction and historical
commentary, and includes numerous additional notes added by the modern editor. (Note: this edition does not include Sr. Kaniecka's revised
Latin text nor her commentary specific to the translation.)
Second volume of a systematic and up-to-date account of Roman warfare from the Late Republic to Justinian.
Although the topic of humour has been dealt with for other eras, early medieval humour remains largely neglected. These essays go some
way towards filling the gap, examining how early medieval writers deliberately employed humour to make their cases. The essays range from
the late Roman empire through to the tenth century, and from Byzantium to Anglo-Saxon England. The subject matter is diverse, but a
number of themes link them together, notably the use of irony, ridicule and satire as political tools. Two chapters serve as an extended
introduction to the topic, while the following six chapters offer varied treatments of humour and politics, looking at different times and places,
but at the Carolingian world in particular. Together, they raise important and original issues about how humour was employed to articulate
concepts of political power, perceptions of kingship, social relations and the role of particular texts.
In this book A.D. Lee charts the rise to dominance of Christianity in the Roman empire. Using translated texts he explains the fortunes of both
Pagans and Christians from the upheavals of the 3rd Century to the increasingly tumultuous times of the 5th and 6th centuries. The book also
examines important themes in Late Antiquity such as the growth of monasticism, the emerging power of bishops and the development of
pilgrimage, and looks at the fate of other significant religious groups including the Jews, Zoroastrians and Manichaeans.

Why did Rome fall? Vicious barbarian invasions during the fifth century resulted in the cataclysmic end of the world's
most powerful civilization, and a 'dark age' for its conquered peoples. Or did it? The dominant view of this period today is
that the 'fall of Rome' was a largely peaceful transition to Germanic rule, and the start of a positive cultural
transformation. Bryan Ward-Perkins encourages every reader to think again by reclaiming the drama and violence of the
last days of the Roman world, and reminding us of the very real horrors of barbarian occupation. Attacking new sources
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with relish and making use of a range of contemporary archaeological evidence, he looks at both the wider explanations
for the disintegration of the Roman world and also the consequences for the lives of everyday Romans, in a world of
economic collapse, marauding barbarians, and the rise of a new religious orthodoxy. He also looks at how and why
successive generations have understood this period differently, and why the story is still so significant today.
Although perceived since the 16th century as the most impressive literary achievement of Byzantine culture, historical
writing nevertheless remains little studied as literature. This book, devoted to literary interpretations of Byzantine
historical writing and analyses of pictorial narratives, illustrates how analyses of texts and images from the 6th to the 14th
century work hand in hand with an evaluation of the work as a document of historical value.
Late Antiquity (ca. 250-650) witnessed the transition from Classical Antiquity to the Middle Ages in the Mediterranean and
Near Eastern worlds. Christianity displaced polytheism over a wide area, offering new definitions of identity and
community. The Roman Empire collapsed in Western Europe to be replaced by new "Germanic" kingdoms. In the East,
Byzantium emerged, while the Persian Empire reached its apogee and collapsed. Arab armies carrying the banner of
Islam reshaped the political map and brought the late antique era to a close. This sourcebook illustrates the dramatic
political, social and religious transformations of Late Antiquity through the words of the men and women who experienced
them. Drawing from Greek, Latin, Syriac, Hebrew, Coptic, Persian, Arabic and Armenian sources, the carefully chosen
passages illuminate the lives of emperors, abbesses, aristocrats, slaves, children, barbarian chieftains, and saints . The
Roman Empire is kept at the centre of the discussion, with chapters devoted to its government, cities, army, law,
medicine, domestic life, philosophy, Christianity, polytheism, and Jews. Further chapters deal with the peoples who
surrounded the Roman state: Persians, Huns, northern "Germanic" barbarians, and the followers of Islam. This revised
and updated second edition provides an expanded view of Late Antiquity with a new chapter on domestic life, as well
extra material throughout, including passages that appear for the first time in English translation. Readings in Late
Antiquity is the only sourcebook that covers such a wide range of topics over the full breadth of the late antique period.
"This masterful study will have its place on every ancient historian's bookshelf."—Claudia Rapp, author of Holy Bishops in
Late Antiquity: The Nature of Christian Leadership in an Age of Transition
"Jesus never existed." "The Bible is a book of fairy tales." "Accounts of Christian persecution are fables." Christians of
today face ridiculous claims of this type on a regular basis. These charges gain traction in the modern world because the
average person has practically no knowledge of the Church's ancient past. I Am A Christian: Authentic Accounts of
Christian Martyrdom and Persecution from the Ancient Sources aims to remedy this deficiency. The works collected in
this book represent some of the most trustworthy first-hand accounts of the triumphs and travails of the early Church that
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have survived antiquity. These include several authentic transcripts of Roman legal proceedings against Christians, along
with obscure but fascinating historical works that are unfamiliar to even the most informed Christians of today. In several
cases, readers will be presented with the actual words of the martyrs themselves. In others, they will read accounts
penned by eye-witnesses or authors writing within the living memory of the events themselves. Taken together, these
works form a glorious record of early Christian zeal and fortitude in the face of aggressive state persecution. When
reading them, one notices a common refrain: when questioned, the accused would cry out: “I am a Christian,” which was
the equivalent of saying, “I am guilty as charged.” In an era when such an admission carried a death sentence, these
authentic testimonies provide a convincing answer to modern skeptics who will find them as baffling as did the ancient
Roman emperors, proconsuls and magistrates of nearly two millennia ago.
This collection on Byzantine culture in translation, edited by Amelia Brown and Bronwen Neil, examines the practices and
theories of translation inside the Byzantine empire and beyond its horizons to the east, north and west, from Late
Antiquity to the present.
A gripping biography that sheds provocative new light on the life of Saint Patrick Saint Patrick was, by his own admission,
a controversial figure. Convicted in a trial by his elders in Britain and hounded by rumors that he settled in Ireland for
financial gain, the man who was to become Ireland’s patron saint battled against great odds before succeeding as a
missionary. Saint Patrick Retold draws on recent research to offer a fresh assessment of Patrick’s travails and
achievements. This is the first biography in nearly fifty years to explore Patrick’s career against the background of
historical events, and Roy Flechner leaves no stone unturned as he takes readers on a riveting journey through
Romanized Britain and late Iron Age Ireland. Rather than a dismantling of Patrick’s reputation, or an argument against
his sainthood, Flechner’s biography raises crucial questions about self-image and the making of a reputation. From
boyhood deeds to the challenges of a missionary enterprise, Saint Patrick Retold steps beyond established narratives to
reassess a notable figure’s life and legacy.
Primary Sources for Ancient History Volume II: The Roman World By: Gary Forsythe The Roman Empire lasted for more
than a millennia. From a small city it grew to encompass almost 1.7 million miles. It’s innovations in warfare, politics, and
the arts continue to influence the Western world. Primary Sources for Ancient History: Volume II: The Roman World is a
comprehensive selection of ancient writings to supplement a narrative history. Arranged both chronologically and
thematically, this work shows how the Empire was shaped by the thoughts, religions, and systems of the people it
conquered. These documents show how a variety of Romans examined the rights of the individual against the
government, economic disparity, political scandals, multiculturalism - issues we continue to face today. Beginning with
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Plutarch’s retelling of the mythological founding of the Roman Kingdom to the Republic expansion, to the consolidation
of later emperors, and the final dissolution from Germanic invasions, this is a comprehensive overview of the history and
culture of the Roman Empire. While emphasis is placed on the writings of classic historians such as Livy, Josephus,
Marcellinus, and more, the collection is enriched with a variety of contemporary documents. Cicero’s gossipy letters,
political graffiti, and funeral eulogies allow life in the Empire to come across in a fresh and contemporary way. The
Roman World is a valuable resource that shows not only how we have come to understand the Roman Empire, but how
the Roman Empire viewed and defined itself.
Evan Schultheis reconsiders the evidence for Attila the Hun’s most famous battle, the climax of his invasion of the Western Roman Empire
that had reached as far as Orleans in France. Traditionally considered one of the pivotal battles in European history, saving the West from
conquest by the Huns, the Catalaunian Fields is here revealed to be significant but less immediately decisive than claimed. This new study
exposes oversimplified views of Attila’s army, which was a sophisticated and complex all-arms force, drawn from the Huns and their many
allies and subjects. The ‘Roman’ forces, largely consisting of Visigoth and Alan allies, are also analyzed in detail. The author, a reenactor of
the period, describes the motives and tactics of both sides. Drawing on the latest historiography and research of the primary sources, and
utilizing Roman military manuals, Evan Schultheis offers a completely new tactical analysis of the battle and a drastic reconsideration of Hun
warfare, the Roman use of federates, and the ethnography of the Germanic peoples who fought for either side. The result is a fresh and
thorough case study of battle in the 5th century.
Attila, king of the Huns, is a name universally known even 1,500 years after his death. His meteoric rise and legendary career of conquest left
a trail of destroyed cities across the Roman Empire. At its height, his vast domain commanded more territory than the Romans themselves,
and those he threatened with attack sent desperate embassies loaded with rich tributes to purchase a tenuous peace. Yet as quickly he
appeared, Attila and his empire vanished with startling rapidity. His two decades of terror, however, had left an indelible mark upon the pages
of European history. Priscus was a late Roman historian who had the ill luck to be born during a time when Roman political and military
fortunes had reached a nadir. An eye-witness to many of the events he records, Priscus's history is a sequence of intrigues, assassinations,
betrayals, military disasters, barbarian incursions, enslaved Romans and sacked cities. Perhaps because of its gloomy subject matter, the
History of Priscus was not preserved in its entirety. What remains of the work consists of scattered fragments culled from a variety of later
sources. Yet, from these fragments emerge the most detailed and insightful first-hand account of the decline of the Roman Empire, and
nearly all of the information about Attila’s life and exploits that has come down to us from antiquity. Translated by classics scholar Professor
John Given of East Carolina University, this new translation of the Fragmentary History of Priscus arranges the fragments in chronological
order, complete with intervening historical commentary to preserve the narrative flow. It represents the first translation of this important
historical source that is easily approachable for both students and general readers.
The fourth and fifth centuries AD were an era of religious conflict, political change and military conflict. The responses of contemporary
historians to these turbulent times reflect their diverse backgrounds - Christian and pagan, writing in both Greek and Latin, documenting
church and state. This volume is the first to offer an accessible survey of the lives and works of these varied figures. The first half of the book
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explores the structure, style, purpose and nature of their writings. The second half compares and contrasts the information the historians
provide, and the views they express on some central topics. These range from historiography, government and religion to barbarian
invasions, and the controversial emperors Julian 'The Apostate' and Theodosius.
The ten studies in this book explore the phenomenon of public memory in societies of the Graeco-Roman period. Mendels begins with a
concise discussion of the historical canon that emerged in Late Antiquity and brought with it the (distorted) memory of ancient history in
Western culture. The following nine chapters each focus on a different source of collective memory in order to demonstrate the patchy and
incomplete associations ancient societies had with their past, including discussions of Plato’s Politeia, a site of memory of the early church,
and the dichotomy existing between the reality of the land of Israel in the Second Temple period and memories of it.Throughout the book,
Mendels shows that since the societies of Antiquity had associations with only bits and pieces of their past, these associations could be
slippery and problematic, constantly changing, multiplying and submerging. Memories, true and false, oral and inscribed, provide good
evidence for this fluidity.
This book considers the great cultural and geopolitical changes in western Eurasia in the fifth century CE. It focuses on the Roman Empire,
but it also examines the changes taking place in northern Europe, in Iran under the Sasanian Empire, and on the great Eurasian steppe. Attila
is presented as a contributor to and a symbol of these transformations.
The first systematic collection of fragmentary Latin historians from the period AD 300-620, this volume provides an edition and translation of,
and commentary on, the fragments. It proposes new interpretations of the fragments and of the works from which they derive, whilst also
spelling out what the fragments add to our knowledge of Late Antiquity. Integrating the fragmentary material with the texts preserved in full,
the volume suggests new ways to understand the development of history writing in the transition from Antiquity to the Middle Ages.
The Fragmentary History of PriscusAttila, the Huns and the Roman Empire, AD 430–476Arx Publishing, LLC
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The volume Gaining and Losing Imperial Favour in Late Antiquity studies fundamental dynamics of the political culture of the Later Roman
Empire (4th and 5th centuries A.D.) by examining how people rose in and fell from the emperor’s favour.
Volume 1 contains discussions of the historiography of the four writers, and an annotated conspectus of the fragments; the full text and
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translation is in volume 2.
From 1985 to 2001, the collaborative research initiative known as the Bannu Archaeological Project conducted archaeological explorations
and excavations in the Bannu region, in what was then the North West Frontier Province (NWFP) of Pakistan, now Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.
This Project involves scholars from the Pakistan Heritage Society, the British Museum, the Institute of Archaeology (UCL), Bryn Mawr College
and the University of Cambridge. This is the third in a series of volumes that present the final reports of the exploration and excavations
carried out by the Bannu Archaeological Project. This volume presents the first synthesis of the archaeology of the historic periods in the
Bannu region, spanning the period when the first large scale empires expanded to the borders of South Asia up until the arrival of Islam in the
subcontinent at the end of the first and beginning of the second millennium BC. The Bannu region provides specific insight into early
imperialism in South Asia, as throughout this protracted period, it was able to maintain a distinctive regional identity in the face of recurring
phases of imperial expansion and integration.
The Plight of Rome in the Fifth Century AD argues that the fall of the western Roman Empire was rooted in a significant drop in war booty,
agricultural productivity, and mineral resources. Merrony proposes that a dependency on the three economic components was established
with the Principate, when a precedent was set for an unsustainable threshold on military spending. Drawing on literary and archaeological
data, this volume establishes a correspondence between booty (in the form of slaves and precious metals) from foreign campaigns and public
building programmes, and how this equilibrium was upset after the Empire reached its full expansion and began to contract in the third
century. It is contended that this trend was exacerbated by the systematic loss of agricultural productivity (principally grain, but also livestock),
as successive barbarian tribes were settled and wrested control from the imperial authorities in the fifth century. Merrony explores how Rome
was weakened and divided, unable to pay its army, feed its people, or support the imperial bureaucracy – and how this contributed to its
administrative collapse.
The mastery of nature was viewed by eighteenth-century historians as an important measure of the progress of civilization. Modern
scholarship has hitherto taken insufficient notice of this important idea. This book discusses the topic in connection with the mainstream
religious, political, and philosophical elements of Enlightenment culture. It considers works by Edward Gibbon, Voltaire, Herder, Vico, Raynal,
Hume, Adam Smith, William Robertson, and a wide range of lesser- and better-known figures. It also discusses many classical, medieval,
and early modern sources which influenced Enlightenment historiography, as well as eighteenth-century attitudes toward nature in general.
???????????????????·????????????????????1776??????????1781????????????1788??????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????
Offers a broad range of texts spanning six centuries of imperial Roman history—Volume II of Empire of the Romans, from Julius Caesar to
Justinian Empire of the Romans: From Julius Caesar to Justinian: Six Hundred Years of Peace and War, Volume II: Select Anthology is a
compendium of texts that trace the main historical changes of the empire over six hundred years, from the death of Julius Caesar to the late
Middle Ages. The second volume of Empire of the Romans, from Julius Caesar to Justinian, this anthology balances literary texts with other
documentary, legal, and epigraphic sources. Acclaimed author John Matthews presents texts that reflect individual, first-person experiences
rather than those from historians outside of the time periods of which they write. Each selection includes an introduction, annotations on
points of interest, author commentary, and suggestions for further reading. Excerpts are organized thematically to help readers understand
their meaning without requiring an extensive knowledge of context. Six sections—running in parallel to the structure and content to Volume
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I—explore the topics such as the building of the empire, Pax Romana, the new empire of Diocletian and Constantine, and barbarian invasions
and the fall of the Western Empire. Selected texts span a wide array of subjects ranging from political discourse and Roman law, to firsthand
accounts of battle and military service, to the civic life and entertainment of ordinary citizens. This volume: Covers a vast chronological and
topical range Includes introductory essays to each selected text to explain key points, present problems of interpretation, and guides readers
to further literature Balances the different categories and languages of original texts Enables easy cross-reference to Volume I Minimizes the
use of technical language in favor of plain-English forms Whether used as a freestanding work or as a complement to Volume I, the Select
Anthology is an ideal resource for students in Roman history survey courses as well as interested general readers seeking a wide-ranging
collection of readings on the subject.
The Oxford History of Historical Writing is a five-volume series that explores representations of the past from the beginnings of writing to the
present day and from all over the world. Volume I offers essays by leading scholars on the development and history of the major traditions of
historical writing, including the ancient Near East, Classical Greece and Rome, and East and South Asia from their origins until c. AD 600. It
provides both an authoritative survey of the field and an unrivalled opportunity to make cross-cultural comparisons.
John Granger Cook traces the use of the penalty by the Romans until its probable abolition by Constantine. Rabbinic and legal sources are
not neglected. The material contributes to the understanding of the crucifixion of Jesus and has implications for the theologies of the cross in
the New Testament. Images and photographs are included in this volume.
Presents the first comprehensive study of the 'Byzantine Google' and how it reshaped Byzantine court culture in the tenth century.
The historical works of the fifth-century AD classicising historians originally covered the years from the death of Claudius II in 270 to the death
of Zeno in 491, a period which saw the dismemberment of the western Roman Empire and the transformation of the eastern portion into the
Byzantine Empire. These writers now survive only in fragmentary and indirect form. R.C. Blockley's Fragmentary Classicising Historians has
become an indispensable source and resource for students and scholars in this increasingly popular field of study, which offers an
illuminating background to understanding current events in the near- and middle-eastern region.
This volume is the much larger companion to Roger Blockley's similarly-titled monograph, published in 1981 (ARCA 6). The earlier volume
gave a commented conspectus of the fragments, and essays on the individual historians. In vol. II the texts themselves are printed, with
English translations and historiographical notes. Included also is a correlation of Blockley's order with the older numbering of Mueller, Dindorf
and Niebuhr, and indices of names, places, quotations and citations. This work, with the earlier monograph, has become a standard for the
increasingly important study of the later Roman Empire.
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