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In this article, the author proposes a framework for developing administrable OECD pillar 1 rules that promote a
consensus solution to the taxation of the digital economy by addressing the risk of uncertainty for taxpayers.
The intertwinement of EC law and national law may create unforeseeability in situations where EC law invades the
national cases. This study contributes to the contemporary discussion, which wrestles with questions such as: What have
been the visions and objectives for European integration in the last decades? How to describe European Union as a
political entity and a legal system? What is the relationship between legal certainty, rule of law, various general principles
and human rights?
What is language? How did it originate and how does it work? What is its relation to thought and, beyond thought, to
reality? Questions like these have been at the center of lively debate ever since the rise of scholarly activities in the
Islamic world during the 8th/9th century. However, in contrast to contemporary philosophy, they were not tackled by
scholars adhering to only one specific discipline. Rather, they were addressed across multiple fields and domains, no
less by linguists, legal theorists, and theologians than by Aristotelian philosophers. In response to the different challenges
faced by these disciplines, highly sophisticated and more specialized areas emerged, comparable to what nowadays
would be referred to as semantics, pragmatics, and hermeneutics, to name but a few – fields of research that are
pursued to this day and still flourish in some of the traditional schools. Philosophy of language, thus, has been a major
theme throughout Islamic intellectual culture in general; a theme which, probably due to its trans-disciplinary nature, has
largely been neglected by modern research. This book brings together for the first time experts from the various fields
involved, in order to explore the riches of this tradition and make them accessible to a broader public interested both in
philosophy and the history of ideas more generally.
Reflecting on humanity's shared desire for certainty, this book explores the discrepancies between religious adherence
and inner belief specific to the early modern period, a time marred by forced conversions and inquisition.
The volume is full of thought-provoking insight which will prove a stimulus both to further study and to scholarly
disagreement.
I propose a Bayesian quantile VAR to identify and assess the impact of uncertainty and certainty shocks, unifying
Bloom's (2009) two identification steps into one. I find that an uncertainty shock widens the conditional distribution of
future real economic activity growth, in line with a risk shock. Conversely, a certainty shock (a shock strongly decreasing
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uncertainty) narrows the conditional distribution of future real activity growth. In addition to the difference in signs, I show
that the two shocks are different shocks. Each shock impacts the real economy uniquely. I support this with the
underlying events: For instance, uncertainty shocks relate to events such as Black Monday and 9/11, but also to fears
about future negative economic outcomes. In contrast, certainty shocks often link to phases of irrational exuberance.
Commonly, no distinction is made between uncertainty and certainty shocks. I show that uncertainty shocks become
more important if distinguished from certainty shocks.
The world is full of people who are very certain—in politics, in religion, in all manner of things. In addition, political,
religious, and social organizations are marketing certainty as a cure all to all life’s problems. But is such certainty
possible? Or even good? The Certainty of Uncertainty explores the question of certainty by looking at the reasons human
beings crave certainty and the religious responses we frequently fashion to help meet that need. The book takes an indepth view of religion, language, our senses, our science, and our world to explore the inescapable uncertainties they
reveal. We find that the certainty we crave does not exist. As we reflect on the unavoidable uncertainties in our world, we
come to understand that letting go of certainty is not only necessary, it’s beneficial. For, in embracing doubt and
uncertainty, we find a more meaningful and courageous religious faith, a deeper encounter with mystery, and a way to
build strong relationships across religious and philosophical lines. In The Certainty of Uncertainty, we see that embracing
our belief systems with humility and uncertainty can be transformative for ourselves and for our world.
In spite of the vast literature on modality in English, very little research has been done on modal adverbs as a group.
While there are studies of individual adverbs, the semantic and pragmatic relations between them have been left largely
unexplored. This book takes a close look at the whole field of modal certainty as expressed by adverbs in English. On the
basis of corpus data the most frequent adverbs of certainty, including certainly, indeed, and no doubt, are examined from
the point of view of their syntactic, semantic and pragmatic characteristics. The corpus used is the International Corpus of
English - Great Britain, supplemented by data from other present-day English corpora, and questionnaires testing native
speakers' intuitions on fine-grained similarities and differences between closely related adverbs. The methodology also
includes the study of cross-linguistic equivalents as indicators of semantic-pragmatic relations between adverbs.
Translation corpora yield correspondences in Swedish, Dutch, French and German. A detailed study of those
correspondences adds useful information for setting up a semantic-pragmatic profile of each adverb, showing where their
meanings overlap and where the boundaries are. The concept of semantic maps is relied on for plotting these relations.
The book not only provides a thorough empirical study of English adverbs expressing certainty, it also contributes to a
better theoretical understanding of the complexity of modal certainty, how it is related to speakers' goals and to other
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semantic areas. It is the first in-depth study of this kind, combining rich information on English as well as opening up
perspectives for further empirical and theoretical research into modality.
This collection of essays moves beyond the frequent headline obsession with the Arab-Israeli conflict to consider issues
of human security and environmental change that may profoundly affect the Euro-Mediterranean in the first five decades
of the twenty-first century. A scholarly assessment informed by experience in policy work, these analyses of timely and
complex topics will have long-term significance for the Euro-Mediterranean.
Irreverent, provocative, and engaging, Desperately Seeking Certainty attacks the current legal vogue for grand unified
theories of constitutional interpretation. On both the Right and the Left, prominent legal scholars are attempting to build
all of constitutional law from a single foundational idea. Dan Farber and Suzanna Sherry find that in the end no single, allencompassing theory can successfully guide judges or provide definitive or even sensible answers to every constitutional
question. Their book brilliantly reveals how problematic foundationalism is and shows how the pragmatic, multifaceted
common law methods already used by the Court provide a far better means of reaching sound decisions and controlling
judicial discretion than do any of the grand theories.
Instead of the usual apologetic treatment found in legal doctrine, linked to the determinacy, immutability or predictability of norms,
this book treats legal certainty innovatively, holistically and in depth. Using a method at once analytical and functional, Professor
Ávila examines the structural elements of legal certainty, from its definition and foundations to its various dimensions, normative
forces and efficacies, citing a wealth of examples from case law to support each of the theses defended. No subject is more
important and topical than legal certainty. Problems relating to lack of understanding, instability and unpredictability of law intensify
day by day everywhere, in civil law and common law countries alike. Normative sources are increasingly diverse in origin (national,
international, community) and multiple in nature (legal, contractual, jurisprudential). They change constantly, and present
increasingly frequent problems of ambiguity and vagueness that significantly hinder their comprehension. This state of affairs,
which to a greater or lesser extent is true of any legal order, justifies a return to the subject of legal certainty. In this book, essential
questions are answered such as: Legal certainty in what sense? Certainty of what, for whom, in whose vision and by whom?
When, to what extent, and to what end? “(...) it is probably the most comprehensive and systematic study ever produced on this
subject using the analytical method.” (Riccardo Guastini, Professor of Jurisprudence, University of Genoa, Italy)
This book brings together a number of contributions examining how changes associated with economic globalization have
contributed to the creation of new pressures on, and expectations of, those fields of law connected to the regulation of crossborder commercial transactions. These new demands of law – in particular, that it be more agile or “flexible” in regulating the
economy – have prompted lawmakers and regulators in multiple jurisdictions to adopt a range of new regulatory techniques and
legal forms to respond to this challenge. In many cases, these adaptations in law have entailed compromising traditional legal
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principles, such as legal certainty, in favor of empowering regulators with greater discretion than has traditionally been permitted in
modern law. This change raises important questions about the meaning of fairness (certainty or flexibility), as well as the
relationship between the public and private good.
Although the world population faces movement, mixing and displacement on a larger scale than ever before, the result has not
been a collapse of boundaries but an increase in the rise of new forms of ethnic, cultural and religious identity. Those based in the
highly developed countries can extend global influence through wealth and sophisticated technology. The Pursuit of Certainty
presents original case studies which explore the effect anthropology's inherited tradition of tolerance and cross-cultural
understanding has on the new pursuits of truth. Several chapters focus on the rise of new certainties while others examine notions
of diversity providing a critical perspective on the new religious movements and current popular orthodoxies relating to society and
culture.
The third volume of Arrow's Collected Papers concerns the basic concept of rationality as it applies to an economic decision
maker. In particular, it addresses the problem of choice faced by consumers in a multicommodity world and presents specific
models of choice useful in economic analysis. It also discusses choice models under uncertainty.
“As he settled down to try to sleep, the Colonel saw the light flashing on his bedside warning system. His instincts, honed over
forty years, made him freeze...” Ludvig Korotski is the ex-station head of the KGB in Berlin. During the early 80’s he trained a
ruthless team of saboteurs, assassins and overseas agents. A cruel, ruthless man, he had left mother Russia when the ‘soft
liberals’ began to root out the hardliners. He earned a living, based in Sweden, offering his freelance ‘services’ to all comers,
including Iran, Libya and the militant Al Qaeda. Out of the blue, he is approached by an old adversary, an ex-CIA operative who
offers him a contract to put together a new team to kill people in Britain. Ludvig doesn’t care what they’ve done – his only concern
is the £6,000,000 he is offered to fulfil the contract. All is going well until one of his agents tries to kill ex-SAS Colonel Harriman.
Harriman is now running his own security firm and, after the failed attempt, begins to investigate why he had been targeted. Was it
an old grudge? He sets about finding out why the murders are being committed and unravels a frightening story... Death is a
Certainty was inspired by Ted York’s knowledge of the financial services industry. He also takes inspiration from a number of
novelists, including Jack Higgins, Lee Child and Ken Follett.

This paper explores the characteristics of individual portfolio holdings in a world economy with a unified securities market
where there are many countries, each with its own tax rates and inflation rate. When nominal interest is taxable but
income to equity owners is tax exempt in all countries, I show that the highest tax bracket investors specialize in equity
and, among the remaining investors, those with lower tax rates buy bonds of countries with higher inflation rates.
Because of the tax system, countries with a higher inflation rate must pay a higher real interest rate on their debt. This is
necessary in equilibrium to compensate those who purchase the debt for their higher taxable income. This diversity of
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real rates of return in the world securities market has a variety of effects on the optimal tax policy of a small open
economy. I also explore a model where there is a unified world market in bonds, but no international trade in equity.
Here, I find a strong tax incentive for firms owned by investors in countries with high personal tax rates to become
multinationals and invest abroad. If domestic investors do end up purchasing both bonds and domestic equity, then the
optimal corporate tax rate on real corporate income in a small open economy would be quite high relative to the personal
tax rate on nominal interest income, in order not to distort the portfolio composition of domestic investors
The Economy of certaintyan introduction to the typology of Islamic legal theoryThe Limits to CertaintySpringer Science &
Business Media
This book addresses issues concerning the shifting contemporary meaning of legal certainty. The book focuses on
exploring the emerging tensions that exist between the demand for legal certainty and the challenges of regulating
complex, late modern societies. The book is divided into two parts: the first part focusing on debates around legal
certainty at the national level, with a primary emphasis on criminal law; and the second part focusing on debates at the
transnational level, with a primary emphasis on the regulation of transnational commercial transactions. In the context of
legal modernity, the principle of legal certainty—the idea that the law must be sufficiently clear to provide those subject to
legal norms with the means to regulate their own conduct and to protect against the arbitrary use of public power—has
operated as a foundational rule of law value. Even though it has not always been fully realized, legal certainty has
functioned as a core value and aspiration that has structured normative debates throughout political modernity, both at a
national and international level. In recent decades, however, legal certainty has come under increasing pressure from a
number of competing demands that are made of contemporary law, in particular the demand that the law be more flexible
and responsive to a social environment characterized by rapid social and technological change. The expectation that the
law operates in new transnational contexts and regulates every widening sphere of social life has created a new degree
of uncertainty, and this change raises difficult questions regarding both the possibility and desirability of legal certainty.
This book compiles, in one edited volume, research from a range of substantive areas of civil and criminal law that
shares a common interest in understanding the multi-layered challenges of defining legal certainty in a late modern
society. The book will be of interest both to lawyers interested in understanding the transformation of core rule of law
values in the context of contemporary social change and to political scientists and social theorists.
Nothing that can be said is independent of us. Whatever can be said is coloured by our dreams and aspirations, by the
way our brain works, by human nature and human culture. Whoever claims to know or to observe is - according to the
central constructivist assumption - inescapably biased. This book presents the views of the founders of constructivism
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and modern systems theory, who are still providing stimulating cues for international scientific debate. The conversations
of Heinz von Foerster, Ernst von Glasersfeld, Humberto R. Maturana, Francisco J. Varela, Gerhard Roth, Siegfried J.
Schmidt, Helm Stierlin, and Paul Watzlawick with Bernhard Poerksen, display a kind of thinking that steers clear of rigid
fixation and reveals the ideal of objectivity to be a myth. The conversations turn on the results of brain research, the
breaks through of cybernetics, the linguistic determination of thought, and the intrinsic connection between epistemology
and ethical practice. Throughout, the central figure of the observer is examined with sophisticated wit and just enough
irritating grit to create the pearl in the oyster. Constructivism thus emerges as a philosophy of possibilities that keeps
generating new points of view, insists on fundamental scepticism with regard to certainties and dogmas, and provides the
foundation for an ethics of perception: Each and every one of us is responsible for their view of things.
This book lays out the basic characteristics of liberal theology, delving into historical and philosophical sources as well as
social and intellectual roots. Ideal for readers who want a better understanding of liberal theology, a religious tradition that
is rooted not in authority but in one's own experience and conscience.
I consider it a privilege to have been invited to write a preface for "The Limits to Certainty". It is however paradoxical that a theo retical
physicist be asked to write about a monograph dealing mainly with service economics. Notwithstanding, I am delighted to do so. Indeed, it is
striking that two so widely different fields like physics and social science, and more especially economics, can interact in such a constructive
way. There is no question here of reductionism. Nobody claims to be able to reduce social scien ces to physics, nor to use patterns of social
interaction in order to formulate new laws for atoms. What is at stake here is more im portant than reduction; the age-old separation between
the so-cal led "hard" and "soft sciences" is breaking down. This separation has a long history. First, one should recall the influence of
Newton's achievement on the formulation of scienti fic goals. This influence led to the formulation of equilibrium mo dels for supply/demand
adjustment. As was noticed by Walter Weisskopf: "the Newtonian paradigm underlying classical and non-classical economics interpreted the
economy according to the patterns developed in classical physics and mechanics, in analogy to the planetary system, to a machine or
clockwork: a closed auto nomous system ruled by endogenous factors of a highly selective nature, self-regulating and moving to a
determinate, predictable point of equilibrium" (The Geneva Papers on Risk and Insurance (1984), Vol. 9, no. 33, pp. 335-360).
This volume represents a radical departure from the current philosophical duopoly in the area of foundations of probability, that is, the
frequency and subjective theories. One of the main new ideas is a set of scientific laws of probability. The new laws are simple, intuitive and,
last but not least, they agree well with the contents of current textbooks on probability. Another major new claim is that the ?frequency
statistics? has nothing in common with the ?frequency philosophy of probability,? contrary to popular belief. Similarly, contrary to the general
perception, the ?Bayesian statistics? shares nothing in common with the ?subjective philosophy of probability.? This volume is non-partisan
on the scientific side ? that it is supportive of both frequency statistics and Bayesian statistics. On the other hand, it contains well-documented
and thoroughly-explained criticisms of the frequency and subjective philosophies of probability. Short reviews of other philosophical theories
of probability and basic mathematical methods of probability and statistics are incorporated. This volume includes essential chapters on
decision theory and teaching probability, and it is easily accessible to the general audience.
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This book contains a key component of the NII 2000 project of the Computer Science and Telecommunications Board, a set of white papers
that contributed to and complements the project's final report, The Unpredictable Certainty: Information Infrastructure Through 2000, which
was published in the spring of 1996. That report was disseminated widely and was well received by its sponsors and a variety of audiences in
government, industry, and academia. Constraints on staff time and availability delayed the publication of these white papers, which offer
details on a number of issues and positions relating to the deployment of information infrastructure.
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