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How Photography Revealed And
Helped Remedy A National Disaster
This book provides a unique, thorough, and
indispensable resource for anyone investigating the
causes and consequences of the Dust Bowl. •
Provides readers easy access to important public
documents located in the National Archives that
discuss the causes and consequences of the Dust
Bowl • Discusses major soil conservation programs
and techniques to protect and restore the grass and
wheat lands • Indicates the importance of
government planning and financial support in
American agriculture • Explains why farmers in the
southern Great Plains farm with terraces, contour
plowing, strip cropping, and rough tillage practices
for planting wheat, grain sorghum, and grass •
Traces the origin and development of the National
Grasslands • Includes the reasons for planting the
shelterbelts, which can still be seen in the region
today
The 1930s exodus of "Okies" dispossessed by
repeated droughts and failed crop prices was a
relatively brief interlude in the history of migrant
agricultural labor. Yet it attracted wide attention
through the publication of John Steinbeck's The
Grapes of Wrath (1939) and the images of Farm
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Dorothea Lange and Arthur Rothstein. Ironically,
their work risked sublimating the subjects—real
people and actual experience—into aesthetic
artifacts, icons of suffering, deprivation, and despair.
Working for the Farm Security Administration in
California's migrant labor camps in 1938-39, Sanora
Babb, a young journalist and short story writer,
together with her sister Dorothy, a gifted amateur
photographer, entered the intimacy of the
dispossessed farmers' lives as insiders, evidenced in
the immediacy and accuracy of their writings and
photos. Born in Oklahoma and raised on a dryland
farm, the Babb sisters had unparalleled access to
the day-by-day harsh reality of field labor and family
life. This book presents a vivid, firsthand account of
the Dust Bowl refugees, the migrant labor camps,
and the growth of labor activism among Anglo and
Mexican farm workers in California's agricultural
valleys linked by the "Dirty Plate Trail" (Highway 99).
It draws upon the detailed field notes that Sanora
Babb wrote while in the camps, as well as on
published articles and short stories about the migrant
workers and an excerpt from her Dust Bowl novel,
Whose Names Are Unknown. Like Sanora's writing,
Dorothy's photos reveal an unmediated, personal
encounter with the migrants, portraying the social
and emotional realities of their actual living and
working conditions, together with their efforts to
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authority in working-class literature and history,
volume editor Douglas Wixson places the Babb
sisters' work in relevant historical and social-political
contexts, examining their role in reconfiguring the
Dust Bowl exodus as a site of memory in the
national consciousness. Focusing on the material
conditions of everyday existence among the Dust
Bowl refugees, the words and images of these two
perceptive young women clearly show that, contrary
to stereotype, the "Okies" were a widely diverse
people, including not only Steinbeck's sharecropper
"Joads" but also literate, independent farmers who,
in the democracy of the FSA camps, found effective
ways to rebuild lives and create communities.
Fifty years ago, John Steinbeck's now classic novel,
The Grapes of Wrath, captured the epic story of an
Oklahoma farm family driven west to California by
dust storms, drought, and economic hardship. It was
a story that generations of Americans have also
come to know through Dorothea Lange's
unforgettable photos of migrant families struggling to
make a living in Depression-torn California. Now in
James N. Gregory's pathbreaking American Exodus,
there is at last an historical study that moves beyond
the fiction and the photographs to uncover the full
meaning of these events. American Exodus takes us
back to the Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s and the
war boom influx of the 1940s to explore the
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Oklahomans, Arkansans, Texans, and Missourians
who sought opportunities in California. Gregory
reaches into the migrants' lives to reveal not only
their economic trials but also their impact on
California's culture and society. He traces the
development of an "Okie subculture" that over the
years has grown into an essential element in
California's cultural landscape. The consequences,
however, reach far beyond California. The Dust Bowl
migration was part of a larger heartland diaspora that
has sent millions of Southerners and rural
Midwesterners to the nation's northern and western
industrial perimeter. American Exodus is the first
book to examine the cultural implications of that
massive 20th-century population shift. In this rich
account of the experiences and impact of these
migrant heartlanders, Gregory fills an important gap
in recent American social history.
Examines the human and natural causes of the
severe dust storms that turned much of the Great
Plains into a "dust bowl" in the 1930s and describes
the devastation caused by these storms.
Voices from those who lived through the largest
environmental catastrophe in American history. From
1931 to 1940, a combination of drought and soil
erosion destroyed the fragile ecology and economy
of the Great Plains. Evocative illustrations
accompany poignant testimonies, including those of
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seen rain, to provide an emotionally charged
account.
Americans, who sacrificed everything, including their
sons and daughters, in an effort to save the world
from Germany and Japan during World War II, will
forever be known as the Greatest Generation. In this
historical novel by veteran Captain Bob Norris,
Robert Elliot emerges as an iconic representative of
the generation that helped the United States win the
war and begin an unrivaled period of prosperity.
Fleeing the environmental and economic devastation
of the Dust Bowl; Elliot's family moves to the Alaskan
frontier to carve out a new life as homesteaders. As
a young man, he discovers his two loves: flying
airplanes and his eventual bride, Dee. Everything
changes for Elliot and for America, on Dec. 7, 1941,
when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. As a
fighter pilot in the Army Air Corps, he engages the
enemy; shooting down Japanese planes when his
plane is shot down near Borneo, Elliot begins his
greatest battle, the fight to survive captivity and
return home to Dee. He only thought life in the Dust
Bowl and Alaskan frontier were challenging. Being a
prisoner of war and his escape is a trial unlike any
other. An interesting and historically accurate
account of life in the United States before and during
WWII from the perspective of a kid growing up in the
dust bowl to air combat in the Pacific. The young
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while offering us a glimpse of what our parents
endured in America when they were young. You feel
like you were actually there during those earlier,
difficult years! Well Done!
Biography of my family Life from my birth during the
Kansas, Dust Bowl across the nation and levels of
Education until my PHD. It is not your typical dust
bowl story. Yes there is adversity, but there is a
silver lining in the storm clouds of that adversity. It
will make you want to hug and cry and the next
moment leap for joy, God was and is ever present in
my life.
"Uses primary sources to tell the story of the Dust
Bowl"--
The events of the Dust Bowl period did not look the
same to everyone involved--understanding depends on
perspective. In the Viewpoints and Perspectives series,
more advanced readers will come to understand different
viewpoints by learning the context, significance, and
details of the period through the eyes of three different
people, while engaging with text through questions
sparking critical thinking. Books include timeline,
glossary, and index.
Using the sepia tones of the Dust Bowl as his palette,
author and artist Nick Hayes tells the story of world-
famous folkie Woody Guthrie (1912-1967), starting in the
1920s when Guthrie was a teenager supporting himself
in dried-up, post-boomtown Oklahoma. Picking up a
harmonica and eventually a battered guitar, Guthrie finds
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the musician's course from Oklahoma and Texas towns
ravaged by dust and the Depression to boxcars, factory
farms, and the migrant camps of California, highlighting
Guthrie's dedication to singing American folk tunes and
creating his own modern classics along the way. Hayes
ends his portrait in 1940, at the pivotal time when Guthrie
makes his way to New York and writes "This Land Is
Your Land," his iconic anthem tinged with both clear-
eyed reality and optimism.
Voices of the Dust BowlPelican Publishing Company,
Inc.
In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the
hardships of living on her family's wheat farm in
Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression.
A twelve-year-old girl keeps a journal of her family's and
friends' difficult experiences in the Texas panhandle, part
of the "Dust Bowl," during the Great Depression.
Includes a historical note about life in America in 1935.
This “riveting” companion to the PBS documentary
“clarifies our understanding of the ‘worst manmade
ecological disaster in American history’” (Booklist). In
this riveting chronicle, Dayton Duncan and Ken Burns
capture the profound drama of the American Dust Bowl
of the 1930s. Terrifying photographs of mile-high dust
storms, along with firsthand accounts by more than two
dozen eyewitnesses, bring to life this heart-wrenching
catastrophe, when a combination of drought, wind, and
poor farming practices turned millions of acres of the
Great Plains into a wasteland, killing crops and livestock,
threatening the lives of small children, burying
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setting in motion a mass migration the likes of which the
nation had never seen. Burns and Duncan collected
more than three hundred mesmerizing photographs,
some never before published, scoured private letters,
government reports, and newspaper articles, and
conducted in-depth interviews to produce a document
that may likely be the last recorded testimony of the
generation who lived through this defining decade.
Most people have at least seen a snowstorm on
television, but imagine a storm of dust instead of snow.
These were called "black blizzards" in the Dust Bowl,
which was the name for the Great Plains of the United
States during the 1930s. Readers will learn what
transformed green farmland and lush grassland into a
disaster area, forcing thousands to leave, and finally how
the land was restored. Stunning photographs reflect the
conditions, while Make the Grade fact boxes offer more
information about this significant period in American
history.
Where you come from isn’t who you are “Riveting. An
achingly beautiful tale told with a singularly fresh and
original voice.” —Jocelyn Green, award-winning author of
the Heroines Behind the Lines Civil War series Ten-year-
old Pearl doesn’t understand a lot of things—why her
sister’s brain doesn’t work right, why the preacher yells
so much, why Jesus and the president seem to have
forgotten all about Oklahoma. But she does know who
she is: Pearl Spence, daughter of the esteemed town
sheriff. Generous and always ready to help in a crisis,
the Spences bring hope to this desolate town, and Pearl
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she is loved, and even in unrelenting hardship, life feels
secure. Not even the dust that sweeps incessantly
across Red River can quench her hopes and dreams.
But someone else seems to know who she is, too, and
he makes Pearl uneasy. From the moment the
mysterious hobo steps off the train and stares at her with
his cold blue eyes, Pearl’s secure world begins to
unravel. How does Eddie know her name? Why does he
seem to hover everywhere she turns? And why does he
act like he knows something about her family that she
doesn’t? Pearl is determined to avoid him, but Eddie is
bent on forcing his way into her life and disrupting her
family’s shaky tranquility. The more he badgers Pearl,
the greater her confusion, until the storm within her rivals
the swirling of dust and dirt without. “The author does a
great job of giving the reader a feel for those dark days in
our nation’s history. Very intriguing reading!” —Virgil
Dwain McNeil, a Dust Bowl survivor
Read This Graphic Illustrated Book To Experience
The History Of Living Through The Dust Bowl.
The author recounts her experiences growing up in
North Dakota from 1928 to 1937 the years of the
Dust bowl and Depression
In a tour de force of historical reportage, Timothy
Egan’s National Book Award–winning story rescues
an iconic chapter of American history from the
shadows. The dust storms that terrorized the High
Plains in the darkest years of the Depression were
like nothing ever seen before or since. Following a
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rise and fall of the region, Timothy Egan tells of their
desperate attempts to carry on through blinding
black dust blizzards, crop failure, and the death of
loved ones. Brilliantly capturing the terrifying drama
of catastrophe, he does equal justice to the human
characters who become his heroes, “the stoic, long-
suffering men and women whose lives he opens up
with urgency and respect” (New York Times). In an
era that promises ever-greater natural disasters, The
Worst Hard Time is “arguably the best nonfiction
book yet” (Austin Statesman Journal) on the
greatest environmental disaster ever to be visited
upon our land and a powerful reminder about the
dangers of trifling with nature. This e-book includes a
sample chapter of THE IMMORTAL IRISHMAN.
Housewives hung wet sheets and blankets over
windows and struggled to seal every crack with
gummed paper strips. A man avoided shaking hands
because the static electricity generated from a dust
storm might knock his greeter flat. Children's tears
turned to mud. Dead cattle, when pried open, were
found filled with pounds of gut-clogging dirt. The
simplest thing in life, taking a breath, became life
threatening. Conditions in America's prairie during
the Dirty Thirties were no blind stroke of nature,
however. They had their origins in human error and
in the misuse of the land. The Dust Bowl recounts
the factors that led to these conditions, how those
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tragedy, considered by many to be America's worst
prolonged environmental disaster.
Conditions are dry on Matthew's grandfather's farm,
and when Matthew asks if the farm will have to be
sold, his grandfather tells him the story of how their
family stayed through the Big Dry, also known as the
Dust Bowl.
"No other single work provides such deft analysis of
and fresh insight into the works of Dorothea Lange,
John Steinbeck, John Ford, and Woody Guthrie in
relation to the Dust Bowl migration". -- R. Douglas
Hurt, author of The Dust Bowl. "Thanks to this fine
study, the full story of the dialogue between the
American people and the most conspicuous victims
of the Great Depression stands revealed in all its
power and importance". -- Kevin Starr, author of
Endangered Dreams: The Great Depression in
California.
An introduction to the causes, events, and
consequences of the extreme drought and dust
storms that affected the Great Plains during the
1930s.
Provides a look at two major events in American
history--the Great Depression of 1929 and the Dust
Bowl and its associated migration in the late
1930s--and the effects they had on the country
throughout time with regard to social programs and
domestic policies.
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Describes why the southern part of the Great Plains
became known as the Dust Bowl during the 1930s,
and how people coped with the conditions.
"Using the writings of his grandmother, Margaret
Spader Neises, and mother, Joan Neises Volk,
author Craig Volk creates a one-year diary that
details the life and times of a woman during 1932."--
The Dust Bowl was a time of hardship and disaster.
The worst ecological disaster in our nation’s history
turned more than 100 million acres of fertile land
almost completely to dust. Hundreds of thousands of
people were forced to seek new homes and
opportunities thousands of miles away, while millions
more chose to stay and battle nature to save their
land. These terrible repercussions from the Dust
Bowl contributed to the Great Depression, which
impacted the entire country. FDR’s New Deal army
of photographers took to the roads during this
national crisis to document the human struggle of the
proud people of the plains. Their pictures spoke a
thousand words, and a new form a
storytelling—photojournalism—was born. These
talented cameramen and women used photographs
to inform the rest of the nation and bring about much-
needed change. With the help of iconic images from
Dorothea Lange, Walker Evans, Arthur Rothstein,
and many more, Martin W. Sandler tells the story of
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economic times, ultimately showing how a nation
can endure its darkest days through extraordinary
courage and human spirit.
Offers a review of the events that led up to and took
place during this natural disaster in the Great Plains
during the 1930s, and discusses the changes that
were instituted in farming and land conservation as a
result of it.
This book relays the factual details of the Dust Bowl
through multiple accounts of the event. Readers
learn details from the point of view of an Oklahoma
farmer, a migrant farm worker, and a government
journalist. This book offers opportunities to compare
and contrast various narrative perspectives in the
text while gathering and analyzing information about
an historical event.
Illus. with photographs from the Dust Bowl era. This
true story took place at the emergency farm-labor
camp immortalized in Steinbeck's The Grapes of
Wrath. Ostracized as "dumb Okies," the children of
Dust Bowl migrant laborers went without
school--until Superintendent Leo Hart and 50 Okie
kids built their own school in a nearby field.
A National Book Award winner mines photographic
gold to show--and tell--the story of the Great
Depression. In an exquisitely curated volume of 140
full-color and black-and-white photographs, Martin
W. Sandler unpacks the United States Farm Security
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Depression. In 1935, with the nation bent under
unprecedented unemployment and economic
hardship, the FSA sent ten photographers, including
Walker Evans, Dorothea Lange, and Gordon Parks,
on the road trip of a lifetime. The images they logged
revealed the daily lives of Southern sharecroppers,
Dust Bowl farmers in the Midwest, Western migrant
workers, and families scraping by in Northeast cities.
Using their cameras as weapons against poverty
and racism--and in service of hope, courage, and
human dignity--these talented photographers
created not only a collective work of art, but a
national treasure. Grouped into four geographical
regions and locked in focus by rich historical
commentary, these images--many now iconic--are
history at its most powerful and immediate.
Extensive back matter includes photographer
profiles and a bibliography.
A profound reinterpretation of both the Dust Bowl on the U.S.
southern plains and its relevance for today The 1930s
witnessed a harrowing social and ecological disaster, defined
by the severe nexus of drought, erosion, and economic
depression that ravaged the U.S. southern plains. Known as
the Dust Bowl, this crisis has become a major referent of the
climate change era, and has long served as a warning of the
dire consequences of unchecked environmental despoliation.
Through innovative research and a fresh theoretical lens,
Hannah Holleman reexamines the global socioecological and
economic forces of settler colonialism and imperialism
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the acceleration of ecological degradation in our time.
Holleman draws lessons from this period that point a way
forward for environmental politics as we confront the growing
global crises of climate change, freshwater scarcity, extreme
energy, and soil degradation.
In May 1936 Secretary of Agriculture Henry A. Wallace wrote
to Caroline Henderson to praise her contributions to American
"understanding of some of our farm problems." His comments
reflected the national attention aroused by Henderson’s
articles, which had been published in Atlantic Monthly since
1931. Even today, Henderson’s articles are frequently cited
for her vivid descriptions of the dust storms that ravaged the
Plains. Caroline Henderson was a Mount Holyoke graduate
who moved to Oklahoma’s panhandle to homestead and
teach in 1907. This collection of Henderson’s letters and
articles published from 1908 to1966 presents an intimate
portrait of a woman’s life in the Great Plains. Her writing
mirrors her love of the land and the literature that sustained
her as she struggled for survival. Alvin O. Turner has
collected and edited Henderson’s published materials
together with her private correspondence. Accompanying
biographical sketch, chapter introductions, and annotations
provide details on Henderson’s life and context for her
frequent literary allusions and comments on contemporary
issues.
Draws on reports, newspaper articles, and interviews to
chronicle the American Dust Bowl, providing photographs to
illustrate the catastrophe as well as offer a tribute to man's
relationship to the land and his ability to persevere.
Everything in this book happened to real people. And YOU
CHOOSE what side you re on and what you do next. The
choices you make could lead you to survival or to death. In
the You Choose Books set, only YOU can CHOOSE which
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