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The Contemporary British Society Reader
Your Foundation in Health & Social Care provides readers with all the knowledge and skills
necessary for effective learning at Foundation level, both in study and the workplace. It
explores all the key areas of the Foundation Degree, including: - critical analysis and practice communication - work placement skills - psychology Each chapter features case studies to
translate theory into real-life practice, activities to challenge readers, and further reading so
that students can develop their understanding. This is an essential companion for those
studying foundation degrees across health and social care, and also valuable reading for
students at higher education level.
Provides a comprehensive coverage of urban social theory within the history of social thought
and addresses many of the contemporary debates.
A detailed study of Maggie Gee's work that illustrates how she is rewriting the mid-Victorian
condition-of-England novel for 21st-century Britain.
A unique, international resource for Leisure Studies: in one volume the history, organization
and central debates in the field of Leisure Studies are defined, providing a one-stop-shop for
students and an agenda for future debate and research academics.
This broad-ranging book presents an introduction to the issues and debates which are
currently central to media studies, drawn from major articles published in the journal Media,
Culture & Society in the period 1985 - 1991. The first part outlines and surveys some key
theoretical developments in media studies such as the increased use of feminist and cultural
studies approaches to the media and the development of the postmodernism debate. The
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second part addresses the key area of recent research around the audience; the last section
addresses the public sphere. Drawing together key work from the breadth of current critical
media research, Culture and Power is an invaluable student textbook and a complement to
This book is a concise and engaging analysis of contemporary literature viewed through the
critical lens of cosmopolitan theory. It covers a wide spectrum of issues including globalization,
cosmopolitanism, nationhood, identity, philosophical nomadism, posthumanism, climate
change, devolution and love.
A Companion to Contemporary Britain covers the key themesand debates of 20th-century
history from the outbreak of the SecondWorld War to the end of the century. Assesses the
impact of the Second World War Looks at Britain’s role in the wider world, including thelegacy
of Empire, Britain’s ‘specialrelationship’ with the United States, and integration
withcontinental Europe Explores cultural issues, such as class consciousness,immigration and
race relations, changing gender roles, and theimpact of the mass media Covers domestic
politics and the economy Introduces the varied perspectives dominating historicalwriting on this
period Identifies the key issues which are likely to fuel futuredebate

CSA Sociological Abstracts abstracts and indexes the international literature in
sociology and related disciplines in the social and behavioral sciences. The
database provides abstracts of journal articles and citations to book reviews
drawn from over 1,800+ serials publications, and also provides abstracts of
books, book chapters, dissertations, and conference papers.
Written by leading international scholars, Twentieth Century Britain investigates
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key moments, themes and identities in the past century. Engaging with cuttingedge research and debate, the essays in the volume combine discussion of the
major issues currently preoccupying historians of the twentieth century with clear
guidance on new directions in the theories and methodologies of modern British
social, cultural and economic history. Divided into three, the first section of the
book addresses key concepts historians use to think about the century, notably,
class, gender and national identity. Organised chronologically, the book then
explores topical thematic issues, such as multicultural Britain, religion and
citizenship. Representing changes in the field, some chapters represent more
recent fields of historical inquiry, such as modernity and sexuality.
An Introduction to Political Geographyprovides a broad-based introduction to how
power interacts with space; how place influences political identities; and how
policy creates and remoulds territory. By pushing back the boundaries of what we
conventionally understand as political geography, the book emphasizes the
interactions between power, politics and policy, space, place and territory in
different geographical contexts. This is both an essential text for political
geographers and also a valuable resource for students of related fields with an
interest in politics and geography.
From the Windrush immigration of the 1950s to contemporary multicultural
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Britain, Black British Culture and Society examines the Afro-Caribbean diaspora
in post-war Britain.
The present volume focuses on the liminal space which postcolonial youngsters
inhabit in contemporary Britain as dramatised in fiction, thus envisioning the
postcolonial as a site of fruitful and potentially transformative friction between
different identitary variables and sociocultural interpellation.
Second edition of this guide for students studying contemporary British writing written by one of the key academics in the field of modern fiction studies.
First pub 1982 by Pan as An introduction to fifty modern British plays.
The Contemporary British Society ReaderPolity
This exciting new reader brings together some of the best recent sociological writing on
British society. The volume features carefully selected extracts from books and
journals, which have been chosen for the high quality of their sociological analysis and
their relevance to understanding social change. Thematically organized, the volume
gives wide coverage to a range of key topics in sociology, including globalization, class
and inequality, gender, ethnicity, the media, leisure and consumption. It also provides
students with an interesting introduction to a variety of social science research
methods, from ethnographies and in-depth interviews to observation and surveys. Most
of the chapters are based on recent empirical research, and therefore capture in detail
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some of the more distinctive features of life in Britain at the turn of the millennium. Read
alone, or in conjunction with the third edition of the best-selling textbook, Contemporary
British Society, this book provides the newcomer to sociology with a fascinating
introduction to social life in Britain and a taste of the excitement and complexity of
original research and analysis.
In this introductory text for A level students and undergraduates, Jane Pilcher covers
the main issues debated about women in Britain today. Subjects covered include: *
women and gender: sociological perspectives * education and training * women and
paid work * household work and caring * love and sexuality * crime and punishment *
politics and participation. Providing a clear sociological analysis of central debates and
an introduction to the main theoretical arguments as well as including discussions of
further areas of interest, such as women and the media, and the body, this text will
provide an invaluable resource for all students in sociology and womens studies and
will be of interest to all those wishing to know more about contemporary society in
Britain.
Aimed at undergraduate history students, this text presents a study of the 20th century,
dealing with the economic, social and cultural change of the period.
This title offers an authoritative and up-to-date collection of original essays bringing
together ground breaking research into the development of contemporary poetry in
Britain and Ireland.
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Pulling together contributions to the information society debate from some of the field's
key figures, this book addresses and examines key topics, providing an invaluable
resource for students and academics alike.
Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2008 After occupying a central space in
American living rooms for the past fifty years, is television, as we’ve known it, dead?
The capabilities and features of that simple box have been so radically redefined that
it’s now nearly unrecognizable. Today, viewers with digital video recorders such as
TiVo may elect to circumvent scheduling constraints and commercials. Owners of iPods
and other portable viewing devices are able to download the latest episodes of their
favorite shows and watch them whenever and wherever they want. Still others rent
television shows on DVD, or download them through legal and illegal sources online.
But these changes have not been hastening the demise of the medium. They are
revolutionizing it. The Television Will Be Revolutionized examines television at the turn
of the twenty-first century —:what Amanda D. Lotz terms the “post-network” era.
Television, both as a technology and a tool for cultural storytelling, remains as
important today as ever, but it has changed in fundamental ways as the result of
technological innovations, proliferating cable channels targeting ever more specific
niche audiences, and evolving forms of advertising such as product placement and
branded entertainment. Many of the conventional practices and even the industry’s
basic business model are proving unworkable in this new context, resulting in a crisis in
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norms and practices. Through interviews with those working in the industry, attendance
of various industry summits and meetings, surveys of trade publications, and
consideration of an extensive array of popular television shows, Lotz takes us behind
the screen to explore what is changing, why it’s changing, and why these changes
matter.

This book visits contemporary British children’s and young adult (YA) fiction
alongside cosmopolitanism, exploring the notion of the nation within the context
of globalization, transnationalism and citizenship. By resisting globalization’s
dehumanizing conflation, cosmopolitanism offers an ethical, humanitarian, and
political outlook of convivial planetary community. In its pedagogical responsibility
towards readers who will become future citizens, contemporary children’s and
YA fiction seeks to interrogate and dismantle modes of difference and instead
provide aspirational models of empathetic world citizenship. McCulloch discusses
texts such as J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series, Jackie Kay’s Strawgirl,
Theresa Breslin’s Divided City, Gillian Cross’s Where I Belong, Kerry Drewery’s
A Brighter Fear, Saci Lloyd’s Momentum, and Julie Bertagna’s Exodus trilogy.
This book addresses ways in which children’s and YA fiction imagines not only
the nation but the world beyond, seeking to disrupt binary divisions through a
cosmopolitical outlook. The writers discussed envision British society’s position
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and role within a global arena of wide-ranging topical issues, including global
conflicts, gender, racial politics, ecology, and climate change. Contemporary
children’s fiction has matured by depicting characters who face uncertainty just
as the world itself experiences an uncertain future of global risks, such as
environmental threats and terrorism. The volume will be of significant interest to
the fields of children’s literature, YA fiction, contemporary fiction,
cosmopolitanism, ecofeminism, gender theory, and British and Scottish literature.
This book examines the intersection of trauma and the Gothic in six
contemporary British novels: Martin Amis’s London Fields, Margaret Drabble’s
The Gates of Ivory, Ian McEwan’s Atonement, Pat Barker’s Regeneration and
Double Vision, and Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go. In these works, the
Gothic functions both as an expression of societal violence at the turn of the
twenty-first century and as a response to the related crisis of representation
brought about by the contemporary individual’s highly mediated and spectatorial
relationship to this violence. By locating these six novels within the Gothic
tradition, this work argues that each text, to borrow a term from Jacques Derrida,
“participates” in the Gothic in ways that both uphold the paradigm of
“unspeakability” that has come to dominate much trauma fiction, as well as push
its boundaries to complicate how we think of the ethical relationship between
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witnessing and writing trauma.
In many places in the Western world, churchgoing is in decline and it cannot be
assumed that people have a good grasp of the Bible's content. In this evolving
situation, how would "the person on the street" read the Bible? Reading the Bible
Outside the Church begins to answer this question. David Ford spent ten months
at a chemical industrial plant providing non-churchgoing men with the opportunity
to read and respond to five different biblical texts. Using an in-depth qualitative
methodology, he charts how their prior experiences of religion, sense of
(non)religious identity, attitudes towards the Bible, and beliefs about the Bible all
shaped the readings that occurred.
This book analyses the perceived legitimacy of health and safety in post-1960
British public life. Since 2010 health and safety has appeared to be in crisis,
being attacked by press, politicians and public alike, but are these claims of crisis
accurate? How have understandings of health and safety changed over the past
60 years? By exploring the history, culture, and operation of health and safety in
contemporary Britain, this book provides a new assessment of an understudied,
but surprisingly far-reaching, part of the British political and social landscape.
Combining archival research with focus group, social survey and oral history
testimony, the book examines the historical background to health and safety, how
Page 9/15

Get Free The Contemporary British Society Reader
health and safety has been enacted in public and in the workplace, the impact of
changing economic, occupational and social structures on the operation of health
and safety, and the conflicts and interests that have shaped the area.
Understanding Contemporary Society: Theories of the Present is a
comprehensive textbook to guide students through the complexities of social
theory today. Over 30 chapters, written by an international team of contributors,
demonstrate clearly the practical applications of social theory in making sense of
the modern world. Students are both introduced to the most significant theories
and guided through the major social developments which shape our lives. Key
features of the book are: clearly structured and readable prose; bullet pointed
summaries and annotated further reading for each topic; makes complex issues
accessible to undergraduates; focuses on relevance and practicality; chapter layout which is ideal for t
This volume is the first to offer a comprehensive critical examination of the
intersections between contemporary ethical thought and post-1989 British
playwriting. Its coverage of a large number of plays and playwrights, international
range of contributors and original argumentation make it a key point of reference
for students and researchers.
This book reveals the influences of modern history and psychology on British
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drama; the all-important influence of Irish dramatists like Wilde, Shaw, O’Casey,
and Beckett; the significance of the Independent Theatre of J. T. Grein and the
early Royal Court Theatre; the gay community’s contribution to the British
theater; the powerful new feminist drama; and the British festival theater. Auseful
tool for readers wishing to know more about Britain’s great dramatic tradition and
vital contemporary theater, for students pursuing drama studies, and for libraries
in need of an accessible reference work.
Black British Culture and Society brings together in one indispensable volume key writings on
the Black community in Britain, from the 'Windrush' immigrations of the late 1940s and 1950s
to contemporary multicultural Britain. Combining classic writings on Black British life with new,
specially commissioned articles, Black British Culture and Society records the history of the
post-war African and Caribbean diaspora, tracing the transformations of Black culture in British
society. Black British Culture and Society explores key facets of the Black experience, charting
Black Britons' struggles to carve out their own identity and place in an often hostile society. The
articles reflect the rich diversity of the Black British experience, addressing economic and
social issues such as health, religion, education, feminism, old age, community and race
relations, as well as Black culture and the arts, with discussions of performance, carnival,
sport, style, literature, theatre, art and film-making. The contributors examine the often tense
relationship between successful Black public figures and the media, and address the role of
the Black intellectual in public life. Featuring interviews with noted Black artists and writers
such as Aubrey Williams, Mustapha Matura and Caryl Phillips, and including articles from key
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contemporary thinkers, such as Stuart Hall, A. Sivanandan, Paul Gilroy and Henry Louis
Gates, Black British Culture and Society provides a rich resource of analysis, critique and
comment on the Black community's distinctive contribution to cultural life in Britain today.
Martin Amis is one of the most important and distinctive writers of the last thirty years and his
work continues to provoke controversy and debate. From his first novel, The Rachel Papers
(1973) to his most recent The Pregnant Widow(2006) his fiction has engaged with the major
movements in literary and critical theory over the last four decades. His experimental approach
to the novel form, his creation of complex and memorable characters, and his acute awareness
of the relationship between fiction and reality mark out the distinctive elements of Amis's work.
In addition, his often-controversial representations of class, gender and race make him an
important and provocative figure for contemporary literary studies. This book provides a critical
survey and evaluation of his major works, identifying his commitment to stylistic expression
and experiment alongside the ways in which his novels have engaged with social, cultural and
political issues.
This indispensable overview of modern black British drama spans seven decades of distinctive
playwriting from the 1950s to the present. Interweaving social and cultural context with close
critical analysis of key dramatists' plays, leading scholars explore how these dramatists have
created an enduring, transformative and diverse cultural presence.
This book takes a theoretically informed look at British education policy over the last sixty
years when secondary schooling for all children became an established fact for the first time.
Comprehensive schools largely replaced a system based on academic selection. Now, under
choice and competition policies, all schools are subject to the rigours of local education
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markets. What impact did each of these successive policy frameworks have on structures of
opportunities for families and their children? How and to what extent was the experience of
secondary school students shaped and what influenced the qualifications they obtained and
their life chances after schooling? The authors locate their work within two broad strands in the
sociology of education. Basil Bernstein’s work on the realisation of power and control in and
through pedagogic discourse and social reproduction provides a theoretical framework for
exploring the character of and continuities and change in education and training policies. The
book is an important contribution to debates about the extent to which education is a force for
change in class divided societies. The authors also set out to re-establish social class at the
centre of educational analysis at a time when emphasis has been on identity and identity
formation, arguing for their interdependence. This book will be an important resource for
students, policy analysts and policymakers wishing to think through and understand the longer
term impact of programmes that have shaped secondary schooling in Britain and elsewhere.
This book visits vulnerability in contemporary British fiction, considering vulnerability in its
relation to poetics, politics, ethics, and trauma. Vulnerability and risk have become central
issues in contemporary culture, and artistic productions have increasingly made it their
responsibility to evoke various types of vulnerabilities, from individual fragilities to economic
and political forms of precariousness and dispossession. Informed by trauma studies and the
ethics of literature, this book addresses such issues by focusing on the literary evocations of
vulnerability and analyzing various aspects of vulnerable form as represented and performed in
British narratives, from contemporary classics by Peter Ackroyd, Pat Barker, Anne Enright, Ian
McEwan, and Jeanette Winterson, to less canonical texts by Nina Allan, Jon McGregor, and N.
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Royle. Chapters on romance, elegy, the ghost story, and the state-of-the-nation novel draw on
a variety of theoretical approaches from the fields of trauma studies, affect theory, the ethics of
alterity, the ethics of care, and the ethics of vulnerability, among others. Showcasing how the
contemporary novel is the privileged site of the expression and performance of vulnerability
and vulnerable form, the volume broaches a poetics of vulnerability based on categories such
as testimony, loss, unknowing, temporal disarray, and performance. On top of providing a booklength evocation of contemporary fictions of vulnerability and vulnerable form, this volume
contributes significantly to considerations of the importance of Trauma Studies to
Contemporary Literature.
This book ranges over private and public reading, and over a variety of religious, social, and
scientific communities to locate acts of reading in specific historical moments from the
sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries. It also charts the changes in reading habits that
reflect broader social and political shifts during the period. A team of expert contributors cover
topics including the processes of book production and distribution, audiences and markets, the
material text, the relation of print to performance, and the politics of acts of reception. In
addition, the volume emphasises the independence of early modern readers and their role in
making meaning in an age in which increased literacy equaled social enfranchisement and
interpretation was power. Meaning was not simply an authorial act but the work of many hands
and processes, from editing, printing, and proofing, to reproducing, distributing, and finally
reading.
This special collection features articles selected by editor David Laibman spanning the last 10
years of Science & Society's publication. Coverage encompasses five broad categories of
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interest, illustrating the scope of this scholarly journal -- now in its 75th year -- and chronicling
the continued critical redevelopment of the Marxist tradition. Topics discussed include: *
Political Economy and Economics * Historical Materialism and Social Theory * Philosophy,
Language, and Literature * Working-Class and Popular History * Socialism and Socialist
Theory
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