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Chekhov is widely acknowledged as one of the most influential literary figures of modern times. Russia's preeminent playwright, he played a
significant role in revolutionizing the modern theatre. His impact on prose fiction writing is incalculable: he helped define the modern short
story. Beginning with an engaging account of Chekhov's life and cultural context in nineteenth-century Russia, this book introduces the reader
to this fascinating and complex personality. Unlike much criticism of Chekhov, it includes detailed discussions of both his fiction and his plays.
The Introduction traces his concise, impressionistic prose style from early comic sketches to mature works such as 'Ward No. 6' and 'In the
Ravine'. Examining Chekhov's development as a dramatist, the book considers his one-act vaudevilles and early works, while providing a
detailed, act-by-act analysis of the masterpieces on which his reputation rests: The Seagull, Uncle Vanya, Three Sisters and The Cherry
Orchard.
Why did theatre audiences laugh in Shakespeare's day? Why do they still laugh now? What did Shakespeare do with the conventions of
comedy that he inherited, so that his plays continue to amuse and move audiences? What do his comedies have to say about love, sex,
gender, power, family, community, and class? What place have pain, cruelty, and even death in a comedy? Why all those puns? In a survey
that travels from Shakespeare's earliest experiments in farce and courtly love-stories to the great romantic comedies of his middle years and
the mould-breaking experiments of his last decade's work, this book addresses these vital questions. Organised thematically, and covering all
Shakespeare's comedies from the beginning to the end of his career, it provides readers with a map of the playwright's comic styles, showing
how he built on comedic conventions as he further enriched the possibilities of the genre.
This Companion provides a chronological survey of Latin American poetry, analysis of modern trends and six succinct essays on the major
figures.
The Cambridge Companion to Piaget provides a comprehensive introduction to different aspects of Jean Piaget's work.
Long recognised as a foundational figure in the development of social scientific thought, Emile Durkheim's work has been the subject of
intense debate over the years. This authoritative and comprehensive collection of essays re-examines the impact of Durkheim's thought,
considering the historical contexts of his work as well as evaluating his ideas in relation to current issues and controversies. Eminent
authorities in the field have contributed to this up-to-date overview, giving the reader - both students and academics - a chance to engage
directly with leading figures in the field about contemporary trends, ideas and dilemmas. This volume reflects the cross-disciplinary
application of Durkheim's theories and will interest scholars of anthropology, political science, cultural studies and philosophy, as well as
sociology. This is a landmark volume that redefines the relevance of Durkheim to the human sciences in the twenty-first century.
The Cambridge Introduction to Postmodernism surveys the full spectrum of postmodern culture - high and low, avant-garde and popular,
famous and obscure - across a range of fields, from architecture and visual art to fiction, poetry, and drama. It deftly maps postmodernism's
successive historical phases, from its emergence in the 1960s to its waning in the first decades of the twenty-first century. Weaving together
multiple strands of postmodernism - people and places from Andy Warhol, Jefferson Airplane, and magical realism to Jean-François Lyotard,
Laurie Anderson, and cyberpunk - this book creates a rich picture of a complex cultural phenomenon that continues to exert an influence over
our present "post-postmodern" situation. Comprehensive and accessible, this Introduction is indispensable for scholars, students, and
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general readers interested in late-twentieth-century culture.
This collection of specially commissioned essays, first published in 2003, explores key dimensions of Lacan's life and works.
Taking Sigmund Freud's theories as a point of departure, Jean-Michel Rabaté's book explores the intriguing ties between psychoanalysis and
literature.
Existentialism exerts a continuing fascination on students of philosophy and general readers. As a philosophical phenomenon, though, it is
often poorly understood, as a form of radical subjectivism that turns its back on reason and argumentation and possesses all the liabilities of
philosophical idealism but without any idealistic conceptual clarity. In this volume of original essays, the first to be devoted exclusively to
existentialism in over forty years, a team of distinguished commentators discuss the ideas of Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Sartre,
Merleau-Ponty and Beauvoir and show how their focus on existence provides a compelling perspective on contemporary issues in moral
psychology and philosophy of mind, language and history. A further sequence of chapters examines the influence of existential ideas beyond
philosophy, in literature, religion, politics and psychiatry. The volume offers a rich and comprehensive assessment of the continuing vitality of
existentialism as a philosophical movement and a cultural phenomenon.
In this introduction to post-war fiction in Britain, Dominic Head shows how the novel yields a special insight into the important areas of social
and cultural history in the second half of the twentieth century. Head's study is the most exhaustive survey of post-war British fiction available.
It includes chapters on the state and the novel, class and social change, gender and sexual identity, national identity and multiculturalism.
Throughout Head places novels in their social and historical context. He highlights the emergence and prominence of particular genres and
links these developments to the wider cultural context. He also provides provocative readings of important individual novelists, particularly
those who remain staple reference points in the study of the subject. Accessible, wide-ranging and designed specifically for use on courses,
this is the most current introduction to the subject available. An invaluable resource for students and teachers alike.
Allegory is a vast subject, and its knotty history is daunting to students and even advanced scholars venturing outside their own historical
specializations. This Companion will present, lucidly, systematically, and expertly, the various threads that comprise the allegorical tradition
over its entire chronological range. Beginning with Greek antiquity, the volume shows how the earliest systems of allegory developed in
poetry dealing with philosophy, mystical religion, and hermeneutics. Once the earliest histories and themes of the allegorical tradition have
been presented, the volume turns to literary, intellectual, and cultural manifestations of allegory through the Middle Ages and Renaissance.
The essays in the last section address literary and theoretical approaches to allegory in the modern era, from reactions to allegory in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries to reevaluations of its power in the thought of the twentieth century and beyond.
The Cambridge Introduction to Jean RhysCambridge University Press
An authoritative overview of the achievements of American literary modernism in its social and cultural contexts.
An accessible overview of the life, times and work of the eighteenth-century philosopher and writer.
Publisher Description
The Cambridge Companion to Postmodernism offers a comprehensive introduction to postmodernism. The Companion examines the
different aspects of postmodernist thought and culture that have had a significant impact on contemporary cultural production and thinking.
Topics discussed by experts in the field include postmodernism's relation to modernity, and its significance and relevance to literature, film,
law, philosophy, architecture, religion and modern cultural studies. The volume also includes a useful guide to further reading and a
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chronology. This is an essential aid for students and teachers from a range of disciplines interested in postmodernism in all its incarnations.
Accessible and comprehensive, this Companion addresses the many issues surrounding this elusive, enigmatic and often controversial topic.
An engaging, highly accessible and informative introduction to French literature from the Middle Ages to the present.
A comprehensive, illustrated companion to the perennially popular drama of the English Middle Ages.
Written by a team of leading international scholars, this Companion is designed to illuminate Shakespeare's works through discussion of the
key topics of Shakespeare studies. Twenty-one essays provide lively and authoritative approaches to recent scholarship and criticism for
readers keen to expand their knowledge and appreciation of Shakespeare. The book contains stimulating chapters on traditional topics such
as Shakespeare's biography and the transmission of his texts. Individual readings of the plays are given in the context of genre as well as
through the cultural and historical perspectives of race, sexuality and gender, and politics and religion. Essays on performance survey the
latest digital media as well as stage and film. Throughout the volume, contributors discuss Shakespeare in a global as well as a national
context, a dramatist with a long and constantly mutating history of reception and performance.
This Introduction provides an original, synthetic overview of the relations between literature and philosophy from ancient times to the present.
The book covers a wide range of genres, historical periods, and topics, making it a valuable introduction and guide for students, teachers,
and researchers in literary criticism, literary theory, and philosophy.
A historical overview of autobiography from the works of Augustine, Montaigne, and Rousseau to the Romantic, Victorian, and modern eras.
Lively, original and highly readable, An Introduction to Literature, Criticism and Theory is the essential guide to literary studies. Starting at
‘The Beginning’ and concluding with ‘The End’, chapters range from the familiar, such as ‘Character’, ‘Narrative’ and ‘The Author’, to
the more unusual, such as ‘Secrets’, ‘Pleasure’ and ‘Ghosts’. Now in its fifth edition, Bennett and Royle’s classic textbook successfully
illuminates complex ideas by engaging directly with literary works, so that a reading of Jane Eyre opens up ways of thinking about racial
difference, for example, while Chaucer, Raymond Chandler and Monty Python are all invoked in a discussion of literature and laughter. The
fifth edition has been revised throughout and includes four new chapters – ‘Feelings’, ‘Wounds’, ‘Body’ and ‘Love’ – to incorporate
exciting recent developments in literary studies. In addition to further reading sections at the end of each chapter, the book contains a
comprehensive bibliography and a glossary of key literary terms. A breath of fresh air in a field that can often seem dry and dauntingly
theoretical, this book will open the reader’s eyes to the exhilarating possibilities of reading and studying literature.
The most convenient and accessible guide to Gadamer currently available.
Universally regarded as the greatest French political theorist and philosopher of education of the Enlightenment, and probably the greatest
French social theorist tout court, Rousseau was an important forerunner of the French Revolution, though his thought was too nuanced and
subtle ever to serve as mere ideology. This is the only volume that systematically surveys the full range of Rousseau s activities in politics
and education, psychology, anthropology, religion, music, and theater.
Michael Y. Bennett's accessible Introduction explains the complex, multidimensional nature of the works and writers associated with the
absurd - a label placed upon a number of writers who revolted against traditional theatre and literature in both similar and widely different
ways. Setting the movement in its historical, intellectual and cultural contexts, Bennett provides an in-depth overview of absurdism and its key
figures in theatre and literature, from Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter to Tom Stoppard. Chapters reveal the movement's origins,
development and present-day influence upon popular culture around the world, employing the latest research to this often challenging area of
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study in a balanced and authoritative approach. Essential reading for students of literature and theatre, this book provides the necessary tools
to interpret and develop the study of a movement associated with some of the twentieth century's greatest and most influential cultural
figures.
An accessible, readable account of Rabelais, his work, his thought and his world.
Proust's A la recherche du temps perdu (In Search of Lost Time, 1913–27) changed the course of modern narrative fiction. This Introduction
provides an account of Proust's life, the socio-historical and cultural contexts of his work and an assessment of his early works. At its core is
a volume-by-volume study of In Search of Lost Time, which attends to its remarkable superstructure, as well as to individual images and the
intricacies of Proust's finely-stitched prose. The book reaches beyond stale commonplaces of madeleines and memory, alerting readers to
Proust's verbal virtuosity, his preoccupations with the fleeting and the unforeseeable, with desire, jealousy and the nature of reality. Lively,
informative chapters on Proust criticism and the work's afterlives in contemporary culture provide a multitude of paths to follow. The book
charges readers with the energy and confidence to move beyond anecdote and hearsay and to read Proust's novel for themselves.
This Companion, first published in 2001, aims to provide a broad account of the major features of Proust's work.
Providing a balanced view of Sartre's philosophy in relation to contemporary trends in Continental philosophy, this volume shows that many
of the topics associated with Lacan, Foucault, Levi-Strauss, and Derrida are to be found in the work of Sartre, in some cases as early as
1936.
A collection of essays covering many different aspects of literature on screen.
Table of contents
The widespread view that 'mystical' activity in the Middle Ages was a rarefied enterprise of a privileged spiritual elite has led to isolation of the
medieval 'mystics' into a separate, narrowly defined category. Taking the opposite view, this book shows how individual mystical experience,
such as those recorded by Julian of Norwich and Margery Kempe, is rooted in, nourished and framed by the richly distinctive spiritual
contexts of the period. Arranged by sections corresponding to historical developments, it explores the primary vernacular texts, their authors,
and the contexts that formed the expression and exploration of mystical experiences in medieval England. This is an excellent, insightful
introduction to medieval English mystical texts, their authors, readers and communities. Featuring a guide to further reading and a
chronology, the Companion offers an accessible overview for students of literature, history and theology.

A comprehensive overview of the life and times of Thomas More, including in-depth studies of his major written works.
A lively and comprehensive account of the whole tradition of European fiction for students and teachers of comparative literature,
this volume covers twenty-five of the most significant and influential novelists in Europe from Cervantes to Kundera. Each essay
examines an author's use of, and contributions to, the genre and also engages an important aspect of the form, such as its relation
to romance or one of its sub-genres, such as the Bildungsroman. Larger theoretical questions are introduced through specific
readings of exemplary novels. Taking a broad historical and geographic view, the essays keep in mind the role the novel itself has
played in the development of European national identities and in cultural history over the last four centuries. While conveying
essential introductory information for new readers, these authoritative essays reflect up-to-date scholarship and also review, and
sometimes challenge, conventional accounts.
Page 4/5

Bookmark File PDF The Cambridge Introduction To Jean Rhys
A fresh and comprehensive account of the literature of France, from medieval romances to twenty-first-century experimental
poetry and novels.
Mark Twain is a central figure in nineteenth-century American literature, and his novels are among the best-known and most often
studied texts in the field. This clear and incisive Introduction provides a biography of the author and situates his works in the
historical and cultural context of his times. Peter Messent gives accessible but penetrating readings of the best-known writings
including Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. He pays particular attention to the way Twain's humour works and how it underpins
his prose style. The final chapter provides up-to-date analysis of the recent critical reception of Twain's writing, and summarises
the contentious and important debates about his literary and cultural position. The guide to further reading will help those who wish
to extend their research and critical work on the author. This book will be of outstanding value to anyone coming to Twain for the
first time.
Publisher description
A student-friendly guide to the life, work, context and reception of the author of Wide Sargasso Sea.
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