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“Sapiens doesn't mean being smart - it means being smart enough to know the most suitable,
productive and progressive combination of intellect and emotions in a certain situation and to
make that combination manifest most graciously through behavior.” Abhijit Naskar, a globally
acclaimed author delves deep into the neuronal realm of one of humanity’s most glorious
teachers—Buddha. Naskar unravels the neuropsychological processes underneath the divine
enlightenment of Buddha and thereafter the rise of the religion known as Buddhism. In his
captivating explanatory ways, Naskar takes us inside the protoplasmic realm of the mind of
Siddhartha Gautama, more popularly known as Buddha and reveals to us how the rowdy
attitude and actions of this conscientious man shook the very foundation of religious orthodoxy
in the fifth century BC. “Rowdy Buddha” is the work of a twenty-first century humanitarian
thinker about one of his earliest predecessors from the fifth century BC.
Unnatural Selection is the first book to examine the rise of the "technocentric being"—or
geek—who personifies a distinct new phase in human evolution. People considered geeks often
have behavioral or genetic traits that were previously considered detrimental. But the new
environment of the Anthropocene period—the Age of Man—has created a kind of digital
greenhouse that actually favors their traits, enabling many non-neurotypical people to bloom.
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They resonate with the technological Zeitgeist in a way that turns their weaknesses into
strengths. Think of Mark Zuckerberg versus the towering, Olympics-bound Winklevoss twins in
the movie Social Network. Roeder suggests that the rise of the geek is not so much the
product of Darwinian "natural selection" as of man-made—or unnatural—selection. He explains
why geeks have become so phenomenally successful in such a short time and why the
process will further accelerate, driven by breakthroughs in genetic engineering,
neuropharmacology, and artificial intelligence. His book offers a fascinating synthesis of the
latest trends in these fields and predicts a twenty-first century "cognitive arms race" in which
new technology will enable everyone to become more intelligent and "geek-like."
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????……
“In the ancient times, when ignorance was the default mode of thinking, Krishna may have
proven to be a glorious figure to be adored and relied on in times of distress, but in the modern
world of conscientious humans, no Krishna is higher than the Human Self.” Abhijit Naskar, a
globally acclaimed author comes to the investigation of a divine character of the Eastern
religious philosophy—Krishna. With the tools of modern Neuroscience, he enables us to look
into the imaginary Krishna character, created by an ancient Indian man, and discover its
biological impact on human life. In his peerlessly lucid explanatory ways, Naskar takes us
inside the protoplasmic realm of the human brain and reveals to us the implications of belief
upon a mythical character in the path of global progress. In “The Krishna Cancer” a twentyfirst century humanitarian thinker calls upon the conscientious humans of the thinking society
to rise higher than all the mystical figures of human history and build a world where the
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greatest power will be the power of will, reasoning and love, born in the human mind and put to
practice in the service of humanity.
The fourteen essays in this book, a product of the author’s interactions with students and his
own personal journey from Christianity to humanism, are arranged into four sections: Chronic
Illness and Deicide, Epistemic Limitations and Respect for Persons, A Humanist Approach to
Reading the Bible, and Ethical Reasoning without God.
The Believing BrainFrom Ghosts and Gods to Politics and Conspiracies---How We Construct
Beliefs and Reinforce Them as TruthsTimes Books
This resource provides evidence-based guidance on the implications of religion and spirituality
on mental health.
“The world needs the kind of religion that sets humanity free, not the kind that binds it with
textual fanaticism. The world needs the kind of religion that humanizes the society, not the kind
that dehumanizes it.” One of twenty-first century’s most influential thinkers gives us a beautiful
work of scientific philosophy where we get to rediscover the true humane essence of religion.
Here the celebrated Scientist Abhijit Naskar makes a glaring attempt to reinforce the faculties
of rational thinking and acceptance in the psyche of the civilized society towards distinguishing
the evils of religious fundamentalism from genuine religion. In Illusion of Religion, Naskar tears
apart the veil of fundamentalism that has befallen the human society masking as religion, and
makes us recognize the true meaning of religion within our hearts, beyond the bounds of
textual fanaticism. This is a treatise of biological sciences, that reveals the neuropsychological
dynamics of fundamentalist beliefs that have most successfully managed to present
themselves as divinity. Here Naskar unravels the path towards eradicating this medieval evil
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from our modern society. He shows us the path of building a truly civilized and wise society,
where reasoning, love and conscience triumph over all primitiveness.
This trio of volumes contains essays that explore vital existential, moral, or metaphysical
issues surrounding the relationship between the sciences and the world's religions.
From the first seconds Following the Big Bang, to our best guesses for the fate of the universe
and humanity, science provides stunning new perspectives about the place of humanity in the
cosmos. Humans may live on one planet in one small corner of the Milky Way, itself one of
billions of other galaxies, but Earth may be unique in one respect. Earth is teaming with life,
one species of which, through chance and natural selection, developed an extraordinary brain,
gifted with imagination, curiosity and a compulsion to understand ourselves and the universe.
Perspectives is a journey through deep time, from the creation of the universe to the
beginnings of life, our human origins and later the rise of culture and religion. It explores what it
means to be human, and where our technology could take us in the years and centuries to
come....
Shermer demonstrates how our brains selectively assess data in an attempt to confirm the
conclusions (beliefs) we've already reached. Drawing on evolution, cognitive science, and
neuroscience, he considers not only supernatural beliefs but political and economic ones as
well.
Bestselling author Shermer presents a comprehensive and provocative theory on how beliefs
are born, formed, reinforced, challenged, changed, and extinguished.
Drawing on history, philosophy, theoretical physics, neuroscience, and the best scholarship on
teacher practice, Teaching Genius: Redefining Education with Lessons from Science and
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Philosophy presents a new vision for educational reform, one which is shaped by teachers and
framed by history. Written by a classroom teacher, Teaching Genius is philosophical and
practical, deeply rooted, and immediately applicable. Teachers and administrators looking to
invigorate their classroom practices or their staffs will find this book to be indispensable.
Perhaps the most persistent question in human history is whether or not there is a God.
Intelligent people on both sides of the issue have argued, sometimes with deep rancor and
bitterness, for generations. The issue can't be decided by another apologetics book, but the
conversation can continue and help each side understand the perspectives of the other. In this
unique book, atheist John Loftus and theist Randal Rauser engage in twenty short debates
that consider Christianity, the existence of God, and unbelief from a variety of angles. Each
concise debate centers on a proposition to be resolved, with either John or Randal arguing in
the affirmative and the opponent the negative, and can be read in short bits or big bites. This is
the perfect book for Christians and their atheist or agnostic friends to read together, and
encourages honest, open, and candid debate on the most important issues of life and faith.
What Beliefs Are Made From explores the nature and purpose of belief. The book describes
several strange beliefs that have been shared by many members of whole communities. The
intellectualistic, dispositional, feeling and eliminativist theories of belief are then examined
critically. This is followed by a review of factors that can influence people in their beliefs. These
include faulty use of evidence, unconscious reasoning biases, inability to withhold judgement,
wishful thinking, prior beliefs, shared beliefs, personal experience, testimony, judgements
about the source of testimony, personality, in-group psychology, emotions and feelings,
language, symbolism, non-verbal communication, repetition, propaganda, mysticism, rumour,
Page 5/21

Read Free The Believing Brain From Ghosts And Gods To Politics And
Conspiracies How We Construct Beliefs And Reinforce Them As Truths
conspiracy theories, and illness. The book also covers beliefs of children and belief during
dreaming. The regulation of inquiry by belief and disbelief is described. What Beliefs Are Made
From is a useful reference for general readers interested in the philosophy of the mind, and the
psychology of belief.
For thousands of years, the faithful have honed proselytizing strategies and talked people into
believing the truth of one holy book or another. Indeed, the faithful often view converting others
as an obligation of their faith—and are trained from an early age to spread their unique brand of
religion. The result is a world broken in large part by unquestioned faith. As an urgently needed
counter to this tried-and-true tradition of religious evangelism, A Manual for Creating Atheists
offers the first-ever guide not for talking people into faith—but for talking them out of it. Peter
Boghossian draws on the tools he has developed and used for more than 20 years as a
philosopher and educator to teach how to engage the faithful in conversations that will help
them value reason and rationality, cast doubt on their religious beliefs, mistrust their faith,
abandon superstition and irrationality, and ultimately embrace reason.

This volume offers eight approaches to myth, its uses and purposes, from
viewing personal narrative as a form of healing myth to observing the atrocities
committed daily arising from the most destructive form of myth. The authors of
the eight chapters here note that myths have existed from the beginning of the
human race in a myriad of forms and serving a myriad of functions. Indeed, the
shared observation of these scholars is that humans have always been
storytellers and always will be because myths are a part of the lives of every
Page 6/21

Read Free The Believing Brain From Ghosts And Gods To Politics And
Conspiracies How We Construct Beliefs And Reinforce Them As Truths
single person; they are the story of us.
Discover how the freedom of sucking at something can help you build resilience,
embrace imperfection, and find joy in the pursuit rather than the goal. What if the
secret to resilience and joy is the one thing we’ve been taught to avoid? When
was the last time you tried something new? Something that won’t make you
more productive, make you more money, or check anything off your to-do list?
Something you’re really, really bad at, but that brought you joy? Odds are, not
recently. As a sh*tty surfer and all-around-imperfect human Karen Rinaldi
explains in this eye-opening book, we live in a time of aspirational psychoses. We
humblebrag about how hard we work and we prioritize productivity over play.
Even kids don’t play for the sake of playing anymore: they’re building blocks to
build the ideal college application. But we’re all being had. We’re told to be the
best or nothing at all. We’re trapped in an epic and farcical quest for perfection.
We judge others on stuff we can’t even begin to master, and it’s all making us
more anxious and depressed than ever. Worse, we’re not improving on what
really matters. This book provides the antidote. (It’s Great to) Suck at Something
reveals that the key to a richer, more fulfilling life is finding something to suck at.
Drawing on her personal experience sucking at surfing (a sport she’s dedicated
nearly two decades of her life to doing without ever coming close to getting good
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at it) along with philosophy, literature, and the latest science, Rinaldi explores
sucking as a lost art we must reclaim for our health and our sanity and helps us
find the way to our own riotous suck-ability. She draws from sources as diverse
as Anthony Bourdain and surfing luminary Jaimal Yogis, Thich Nhat Hanh, and
Jean-Paul Sartre, among many others, and explains the marvelous things that
happen to our mammalian brains when we try something new, all to discover
what she’s learned firsthand: it is great to suck at something. Sucking at
something rewires our brain in positive ways, helps us cultivate grit, and inspires
us to find joy in the process, without obsessing about the destination. Ultimately,
it gives you freedom: the freedom to suck without caring is revelatory. Coupling
honest, hilarious storytelling with unexpected insights, (It’s Great to) Suck at
Something is an invitation to embrace our shortcomings as the very best of who
we are and to open ourselves up to adventure, where we may not find what we
thought we were looking for, but something way more important.
In a very understandable, practical, and accessible manner, this book applies
recent groundbreaking findings from behavioral neuroscience to the most
complex and vexing challenges in organizations today. In particular, it addresses
managing large-scale organizational changes, such as mergers and acquisitions,
providing lessons and tactics that can be usefully applied to in many different
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settings. In addition to discussing successful practices, it also identifies the
reasons that most past comprehensive, long-term change projects have failed
and unmasks the counterproductive effects of the typical evolutionary or emotionbased attempts to change group and individual behavior, using neuroscience as
its principal tool.
The Handbook of Forensic Psychopathology and Treatment explores the
relationship between psychopathology and criminal behaviour in juveniles and
adults. It provides a detailed explanation of the developmental pathway from the
process of increasing criminal behaviour and becoming a forensic patient, to
assessment, treatment and rehabilitation. Incorporating theoretical and scientific
research reviews, as well as reviews regarding forensic rehabilitation, the book
covers the theory, maintenance and treatment of psychopathology in offenders
who have committed a crime. The Handbook of Forensic Psychopathology and
Treatment will be of interest to masters and postgraduate students studying the
relationship between psychopathology and crime, as well as researchers and
clinicians working in forensic psychiatry institutions or departments.
??????????,???????????????????????????????????:?????????
Despite the much vaunted ’end of religion’ and the growth of secularism, people
are engaging like never before in their own ’spiritualities of life’. Across the
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West, paranormal belief is on the rise. The Ashgate Research Companion to
Paranormal Cultures brings together the work of international scholars across the
social sciences and humanities to question how and why people are seeking
meaning in the realm of the paranormal, a heretofore subjugated knowledge.
With contributions from the UK and other European countries, the USA, Australia
and Canada, this ground-breaking book attends to the paranormal as a position
from which to critique dominant forms of knowledge production and spirituality. A
rich exploration of everyday life practices, textual engagements and discourses
relating to the paranormal, as well as the mediation, technology and art of
paranormal activity, this book explores themes such as subcultures and
mainstreaming, as well as epistemological, methodological, and
phenomenological questions, and the role of the paranormal in social change.
The Ashgate Research Companion to Paranormal Cultures constitutes an
essential resource for those interested in the academic study of cultural
engagements with paranormality; it will appeal to scholars of cultural and media
studies, popular culture, sociology, cultural geography, literature, film and music.
Considering Lake Chapala Mexico for Retirement? Read this book as part of your
essential research. Author Bill Dahl goes Beneath The Surface of Lake Chapala
and shares what may not be obvious in your internet research, discussions with
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others, and international retirement living resources. YOU NEED TO READ THIS
BOOK if you are considering Mexico for retirement - particularly if you are
considering the Lake Chapala region. Bill reveals the documented environmental
and public health hazards that inhabit the area. He delves into tourist safety,
digital connectivity, infrastructure issues, problematic governance and corruption.
This book provides detailed documentation of these issues and a road map for
you to explore these issues - and others - on your own.Mexico is not unlike any
other country on the planet; it possesses extraordinary positives it is proud to
share with the world – and – it has current issues that it would rather not speak
about. I encountered both. I adore Mexico. Particularly Guadalajara in the State
of Jalisco. The people, culture, food, art, architecture,language and landscapes
are precious to me. I did not travel to Mexico with this book in mind. The
inspirations for this book found me – my heart and my mind. The motivation for
this series was both unexpected and unintentional. Yet, when confronted with
these realities, I knew I must write about them.I hope this book assists you in
some way in your selection process of a place for you to retire in Mexico. Have a
friend or relative thinking about retirement in Mexico's Lake Chapala area? Give
them the gift of this book.Enjoy and safe travels. Enjoy the journey.
"Religion, Supernaturalism, the Paranormal, and Pseudoscience" provides a
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comprehensive rejoinder to the challenges posed to science, scientific
anthropology, evolutionary theory and rationality by the advocates of
supernatural, paranormal, and pseudoscientific perspectives and modes of
thought associated with the current rise of irrationalism, antiintellectualism, and
emboldened religious fundamentalism and violence. Drawing upon H. Sidky’s
scientific anthropological background and ethnographic field research of
supernatural and paranormal beliefs and practices in several cultures over three
decades, the book answers several important questions: Why do humans have a
proclivity for the supernatural and paranormal thinking? Why has humanity
remained shackled to sets of ideas inherited from a violent past that have no
basis in reality and which bestow an illusionary solace, promote bloodshed,
endless cruelties and fervent hatreds, and have come at a high cost? Why have
ancient superstitions been held as sacred, inviolate truths while other aspects of
the archaic belief systems of which they were a part have long been discarded?
Why have not humans outgrown religion and paranormal beliefs?
Crises aren't real objective events. Instead, Spector demonstrates they are
claims of urgency imposed by leaders to assert power and exert control.
The first book on Christian apologetics written by a leading atheist figure that
teaches Christians the best and worst arguments for defending their faith against
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attack The Christian faith has been vigorously defended with a variety of
philosophical, historical, and theological arguments, but many of the arguments
that worked in an earlier age no longer resonate in today's educated West.
Where has apologetics gone wrong? What is the best response to the growing
challenge presented by scientific discovery and naturalistic thought? Unlike every
work on Christian apologetics that has come before, How to Defend the Christian
Faith is the first one written by an atheist for Christians. As a former Christian
defender who is now a leading atheist thinker, John Loftus answers these
questions and more. He shows readers why Christian apologists have failed to
reach the intelligent nonbeliever and offers practical advice for Christians,
whether they want to better defend their faith against atheist arguments, or
actively convert more individuals to Christianity.
“Theoretical Religion is easy. Even a chimpanzee can get it. What the world
needs is Practical Scientific Religion.” “Once upon a time, there was a frog that
lived in a well. It was born there and brought up there, and yet was a little, small
frog. One day another frog that lived in the sea came and fell into the well.
"Where are you from?" "I am from the sea." "The sea! How big is that? Is it as big
as my well?" and it took a leap from one side of the well to the other. "My friend,"
said the frog of the sea, "how do you compare the sea with your little well?" Then
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the frog took another leap and asked, "Is your sea so big?" "What nonsense you
speak, to compare the sea with your well!" "Well, then," said the frog of the well,
"nothing can be bigger than my well; there can be nothing bigger than this; this
fellow is a liar, so turn him out." This has been the difficulty with religious beliefs
all through ages." Is it possible for the civilized human society to see beyond
those tiny circles of belief systems? In Search of Divinity is a heart-warming
journey towards the Kingdom of Conscience, beyond the never-ending conflicts
among orthodox religious belief systems. Celebrated Neuroscientist and
International Best-selling Author Abhijit Naskar in his surreal and spell-binding
way reveals the path towards the liberation of the mind. He shows us the glimpse
of a world, where religious faith doesn't become an impediment in the path of
progress of thinking humanity. Naskar's painstaking efforts to build that world
represent the quest of billions of peace-loving human beings. In Search of
Divinity is the Handbook of Discovering the Kingdom of Absolute Oneness.
Engaging recent developments within the bio-cultural study of religion, Shults
unveils the evolved cognitive and coalitional mechanisms by which godconceptions are engendered in minds and nurtured in societies. He discovers
and attempts to liberate a radically atheist trajectory that has long been
suppressed within the discipline of theology.
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????????????? ??????????????????????? ????????????????????????
??????????????????????? ???????????? ?????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????? ????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????????????
????????????? ???????????????????? ??????????????????????
????????????????????????? ???? ???? ???????????????????????????????????
??????????? ?????????????????????? ??????????????????????
????????????????War of Worldviews?? ????????????????????
????????????????????????????? ???? ??? 1979???????
??????????????????????????? ????????????? ??????????????
????????DNA???????????????? ????????????
People believe what they want to believe. It is a striking-yet all too familiar-fact
about human beings that our belief-forming processes can be so distorted by
fears, desires, and prejudices that an otherwise sensible person may sincerely
uphold a false claim about the world despite overwhelming evidence to the
contrary. When we describe someone as being "in denial," we mean that he or
she is personally threatened by some set of facts and consequently fails to
assess the situation properly according to the evidence, instead arguing and
interpreting evidence in light of a pre-established conclusion. In a world polarized
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over politics, culture, race, and religion, it is evident that ideological commitments
can influence one's perception of reality in socially destructive ways, especially
when one perceives a threat to these commitments. When group interests,
creeds, or dogmas are threatened by unwelcome factual information, biased
thinking can become ideological denialism. This is a problem that affects
everybody: Whereas denial can interfere with individual well-being, ideological
denialism can stand in the way of urgent advancements in public policy. This
book offers an accessible, historically and scientifically informed overview of our
understanding of denial and denialism. Adrian Bardon introduces the reader to
the latest developments in the interdisciplinary study of denial, and then
investigates the role of human psychology and ideology in, respectively, science
denial, economic policy, and religious belief.
This book is about thought—not the basic thought that we use to determine what
to eat or wear or buy—but the Free Thought we use to make personal choices
about the higher things of life: faith or unbelief, justice, morality, and the
development and use of our creativity. Free Thought can have any outcome,
including unbelief or faith, which is defined here as personal belief and trust in
God, not as a religious affiliation. Free Thought is founded on free will. Everyone
is a unique combination of a material body-mind and a spiritual soul. Free
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Thought is the integrated and iterative processing of information from the material
and spiritual realms, in one or more common nonmaterial formats, across a mindsoul interface. Through our Free Thought, God and the spiritual force for evil
change us and we change the material realm. All truthful spiritual insights and
truthful disclosures through mathematics and science come from God, and it is
through faith and science that we approach one whole body of truth. Free
Thought, Faith, and Science includes definitions of terms, summaries of the
author’s beliefs and background, a literature review, and a questionnaire for
readers. It’s a comprehensive and thought-provoking book that will contribute to
bringing more believers and nonbelievers together in an expansion of the faithscience quest for truth.
?????????????????????? ????????????????? ????????????? ??? ??????????
??? ????????? ??? ——???????????? ?????????????????????
??????????????3D???????????????????????????
A?????????????????B??????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????……
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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??????????????????????????????????????????……??????????????????????????
??????????????????——????????????? ????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????GDP?????
?????????????????????????????????????????? ????? ??????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????? ???
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????13?1/2????? ???????Charles Wheelan?
????????????????????????????……???????????????? ???????????????
???????Cathy O'Neil?
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????? ????????Jordan Ellenberg?
?????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????
???????Tim Harford? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????? ????????????????? ????Kaiser Fung?
????????????????????????????????????????????? ???5????????????? ??? ???
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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?????????????????????? ?????????????? ???????Austin Kleon?
Occult Aesthetics: Synchronization in Sound Film opens up an often-overlooked
aspect of audiovisual culture which is crucial to the medium's powerful illusions.
Author Kevin Donnelly contends that a film soundtrack's musical qualities can
unlock the occult psychology joining sound and image, an effect both esoteric
and easily destroyed.
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????
Do you feel that you often do not get what you desire? The key to changing what
no longer satisfies you is to change what no longer works for you. Every thought
is an intention that sets a process of energies into motion. That’s when the
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creative process starts. Understanding that we create continuously on small and
large levels is the first step in realizing that when something no longer works for
us, it is the consequence of a disruption in the creative process and the way we
think. This book describes the different types of creative processes. The
elemental (fire, water, air, and earth) powers are the basis of all creation.
Understanding the different aspects of these creative powers will help you to
become a conscious creator. Guardians are connected with every aspect of the
elemental powers. They are known as dragons; however, different traditions use
different names for them, such as angels or nature spirits. These dragons are not
the scary type often depicted in stories. They are among the strongest allies we
can ask for. They belong to the subtle realms and therefore are invisible to most
people. This book offers information to help you reconnect with these creative
powers and their guardian dragons. Through this connection, you will become a
conscious creator and change your life in ways that lead to success, joy,
happiness, and abundance. Thereby, you will contribute optimally to the creation
of a new world. Are you ready for this exhilarating journey?
Decoding Persistent Depression is the first book in a series which investigates
long-term depression. This text is based on and expands previous work and
explores a condition known by its various aliases: dysthymia, persistent
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depressive disorder, neurotic depression, dysthymic depression, and chronic
depression. With playful, encouraging dialogue and examples, it comfortably
exists between popular psychology and graduate-level books. While not a stepby-step self-help manual, the presented information can assist in developing
understanding for symptomatic persons, as well as educators, friends, family,
and healthcare providers. Clues along the way will help you eliminate distracting,
contradictory, misleading, and countertherapeutic concepts. As you gather
illuminating evidence, you'll be better able to comprehend and resolve an
intriguing - and seemingly impenetrable - mystery, with all the usual suspects
(and perhaps a few surprises): How can depression arise and why might it
persist?
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