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Whereas many books in this field deal with individual aspects or texts of the study of family laws, Leviticus: The Priestly
Laws and Prohibitions from the Perspective of Ancient Near East and Africa examines extensively biblical texts, ancient
Near Eastern text, and oral traditions from Africa. Thus, three different cultures converge: the world of the Hebrew Bible,
the world of the ancient Near East, and the world of Africa. This volume examines in detail the history of the development
of ancient laws in general and family laws in particular, especially the laws relating to marriages between close relatives.
Furthermore, Johnson M. Kimuhu looks at prohibitions and taboos in Africa and the problems they pose with regard to
the interpretation and translation of difficult biblical concepts into African languages. In that sense, Kimuhu provides an
example of how to contextualize or integrate African traditions into the study of biblical Hebrew, and he also offers
insights into the current debate on the study of kinship from the point of view of social/cultural anthropology and the
Hebrew Bible legal system. Teachers, students, and researchers in biblical studies, ancient Near Eastern studies, African
traditions, and social/cultural anthropology will find this book helpful in their quest to understand family laws, prohibitions,
and taboos.
The Ancient Near East embraces a vast geographical area, from the borders of Iran and Afghanistan in the east to the
Levant and Anatolia, and from the Black Sea in the north to Egypt in the south. It was a region of enormous cultural,
political and linguistic diversity. In this authoritative new study, Amélie Kuhrt examines its history from the earliest written
documents to the conquest of Alexander the Great, c.3000-330 BC. This work dispels many of the misapprehensions
which have surrounded the study of the region. It provides a lucid, up-to-date narrative which takes into account the latest
archaeological and textual discoveries and deals with the complex problems of interpretation and methodology. The
Ancient Near East is an essential text for all students of history of this region and a valuable introduction for students and
scholars working in related subjects. Winner of the AHO's 1997 James Henry Breasted Award.
The discovery of 17,000 tablets at the mid-third millennium BC site of Ebla in Syria has revolutionized the study of the
ancient Near East. This is the first major English-language volume describing the multidisciplinary archaeological
research at Ebla. Using an innovative regional landscape approach, the 29 contributions to this expansive volume
examine Ebla in its regional context through lenses of archaeological, textual, archaeobiological, archaeometric,
geomorphological, and remote sensing analysis. In doing so, they are able to provide us with a detailed picture of the
constituent elements and trajectories of early state development at Ebla, essential to those studying the ancient Near
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East and to other archaeologists, historians, anthropologists, and linguists. This work was made possible by an IDEAS
grant from the European Research Council.
Well illustrated with nearly 300 line drawings, maps and photographs, Ancient Cities surveys the cities of the ancient
Near East, Egypt, and the Greek and Roman worlds from an archaeological perspective, and in their cultural and
historical contexts. Covering a huge area geographically and chronologically, it brings to life the physical world of ancient
city dwellers by concentrating on evidence recovered by archaeological excavations from the Mediterranean basin and
south-west Asia Examining both pre-Classical and Classical periods, this is an excellent introductory textbook for
students of classical studies and archaeology alike.
Much of the Old Testament seems strange to contemporary readers. However, as we begin to understand how ancient
people viewed the world, the Old Testament becomes more clearly a book that stands within its ancient context as it also
speaks against it. John Walton provides here a thoughtful introduction to the conceptual world of the ancient Near East.
Walton surveys the literature of the ancient Near East and introduces the reader to a variety of beliefs about God,
religion, and the world. In helpful sidebars, he provides examples of how such studies can bring insight to the
interpretation of specific Old Testament passages. Students and pastors who want to deepen their understanding of the
Old Testament will find this a helpful and instructive study.
A reference guide and key to all aspects of man’s contact with the menagerie of the Ancient Near East. With ample
original illustrations.
A key book on the background and future direction of scholarship prophecy in the bibical world.
This book presents new translations of Mesopotamian and ancient Near Eastern historiographic texts, providing the
reader with the primary sources for the history of the ancient Near East. A primary source book presenting new
translations of Mesopotamian and ancient Near Eastern historiographic texts, and other related materials. Helps readers
to understand the historical context of the Near East. Covers the period from the earliest historical and literary texts
(c.2700 B.C.) to the latest Hellenistic historians who comment on ancient Near Eastern history (c.250 B.C.) Texts range
from the code of Hammurabi to the Assyrian royal inscriptions. A detailed commentary is provided on each text, placing it
in its historical and cultural context. Maps, illustrations and a chronological table help to orientate the reader.
The study of the semiotics of palaces in the Ancient Near East and Ancient Egypt provides the historian with diverse
information as size and type of architecture demonstrate the kind of representation chosen by rulers towards their world.
Some features were adopted from temples in order to stage the appearance of the ruler like a divine epiphany. Some
further integrate a temple within the palace, showcasing the desire of the ruler to live with a specific deity under one roof
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for divine support and protection. The importance of this ruler can also be reflected by the size of the throne room and the
number of columns, showing as well a hierarchy in the use of space within the whole building complex and its different
units. For instance, the presence of a rather intimate throne room or a second small throne room points to space for
confidential exchange between the ruler and his visitors. The capacity of storerooms additionally gives us insight into the
economic power standing behind the palace. The comparison of different elements between palatial and domestic
architecture also proves helpful in identifying the origins of particular components. Exploration of such semiotics was
initiated with the publication of the first palace volume in 2018 following a conference held in London 2013. The present
volume stands in direct continuation and is the result of a second palace conference that took place at the 10th ICAANE
2016 in Vienna. Besides introducing other palaces in Egypt and Nubia, this volume is dedicated primarily to Near Eastern
palaces which are presented and studied by prominent experts in this field.
Not only their function in Ancient Near Eastern daily life makes stamp and cylinder seals an important subject of study, but also
their outstanding aesthetic beauty. The examples of stamp and cylinder seals catalogued and described in the present volume are
part of the collection of Ancient Near Eastern glyptic art acquired by the Kist family during the last century. The collection consists
of hundreds of seals ranging from the fourth millennium Uruk and Jemdet Nasr periods up to the Achaemenid period of the first
millennium B.C. The majority of the artifacts are published here for the first time, making the volume into a unique and essential
resource for Ancient Near Eastern scholars and art historians.
Crime and punishment, criminal law and its administration, are areas of ancient history that have been explored less than many
other aspects of ancient civilizations. Throughout history women have been affected by crime both as victims and as offenders.
Yet, in the ancient world customary laws were created by men, formal laws were written by men, and both were interpreted and
enforced by men.
Metaphor has intrigued philosophers, rhetoricians, and poets since Antiquity. The phenomenon of metaphor has been mostly
interpreted as a figure of speech, and only in last decades of the 20th Century the so-called cognitive turn defined metaphor as a
product first of the thought and then of the language. According to this view metaphor is used in everyday life and it is present,
therefore, potentially, in every type of texts. Furthermore, metaphor can be identified also in images that convey specific concepts.
Both as a figure of speech and as a cognitive phenomenon, the research of metaphor in the ancient Near Eastern written sources
has never been thoroughly investigated. Yet the study of metaphor will consent to win a deeper knowledge of the texts and of the
system of thinking of the cultures that produced those texts. Therefore, this volume edited by Marta Pallavidini and Ludovico
Portuese aims to research metaphor from different perspectives by considering its presence in ancient Near Eastern written
documents. The contributions focus on several ancient Near Eastern cultures and encompass more than two millennia as well as
examine various topics, from Sumerian literature, to Hittite written sources, to Neo-Assyrian art to the Biblical world.
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The Ancient Near East reveals three millennia of history (c. 3500–500 bc) in a single work. Liverani draws upon over 25 years'
worth of experience and this personal odyssey has enabled him to retrace the history of the peoples of the Ancient Near East. The
history of the Sumerians, Hittites, Assyrians, Babylonians and more is meticulously detailed by one of the leading scholars of
Assyriology. Utilizing research derived from the most recent archaeological finds, the text has been fully revised for this English
edition and explores Liverani's current thinking on the history of the Ancient Near East. The rich and varied illustrations for each
historical period, augmented by new images for this edition, provide insights into the material and textual sources for the Ancient
Near East. Many highlight the ingenuity and technological prowess of the peoples in the Ancient East. Never before available in
English, The Ancient Near East represents one of the greatest books ever written on the subject and is a must read for students
who will not have had the chance to explore the depth of Liverani's scholarship.
"This comprehensive five-volume work analyzes the archaeological and linguistic data that pertain to the broad cultural milieu of
the ancient Near East, the crossroads of three of the world's most influential religions -- Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Ranging
from prehistoric times up to the early centuries of the rise of Islam, the work covers the civilizations of Syria-Palestine,
Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Iran, Arabia, Cyprus, Egypt, and the coastal regions of North and East Africa. It includes 1,125
alphabetically arranged entries on sites, languages, material culture, archaeological methods, organizations and institutions, and
major excavators and scholars of the field. This one-of-a-kind, accessibly written reference brings new breadth to the study of
archaeology in the biblical world, making it a valuable resource not only to scholars and students of archaeology, but also to those
with an interest in ancient art and architecture, languages, history, and religion." -- Alibris.com.

This textbook is a reliable resource with an outstanding reputation for research and scholarship. The authors are well
known and the new edition features a substantial updating of the material. Ideal for undergraduate studies in ancient
history and history of the near east, the book is also appropriate as a supplement for instructors teaching corresponding
sections or chapters in World History or Western Civilization.
A Companion to the Ancient Near East offers students and general readers a comprehensive overview of Near Eastern
civilization from the Bronze Age to the conquests of Alexander the Great. Covers the civilizations of the Sumerians,
Hittites, Babylonians, Assyrians, Israelites and Persians Places particular emphasis on social and cultural history Covers
the legacy of the Ancient Near East in the medieval and modern worlds Provides a useful bibliographical guide to this
field of study
A comprehensive and authoritative overview of ancient material culture from the late Pleistocene to Late Antiquity
Features up-to-date surveys and the latest information from major new excavations such as Qatna (Syria), Göbekli Tepe
(Turkey) Includes a diverse range of perspectives by senior, mid-career and junior scholars in Europe, USA, Britain,
Australia, and the Middle East for a truly international group Includes major reviews of the origins of agriculture, animal
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domestication, and archaeological landscapes Includes chapters dealing with periods after the coming of Alexander the
Great, including studies of the Seleucid, Arsacid, Sasanian, Roman and Byzantine empires in the Near East, as well as
early Christianity in both the Levant and Mesopotamia Fills a gap in literature of the Ancient Near East, dealing with
topics often overlooked, including ethical and legal issues in antiquities markets and international scholarship
Dates form the backbone of written history. But where do these dates come from? Many different calendars were used in
the ancient world. Some of these calendars were based upon observations or calculations of regular astronomical
phenomena, such as the first sighting of the new moon crescent that defined the beginning of the month in many
calendars, while others incorporated schematic simplifications of these phenomena, such as the 360-day year used in
early Mesopotamian administrative practices in order to simplify accounting procedures. Historians frequently use
handbooks and tables for converting dates in ancient calendars into the familiar BC/AD calendar that we use today. But
very few historians understand how these tables have come about, or what assumptions have been made in their
construction. The seven papers in this volume provide an answer to the question what do we know about the operation of
calendars in the ancient world, and just as importantly how do we know it? Topics covered include the ancient and
modern history of the Egyptian 365-day calendar, astronomical and administrative calendars in ancient Mesopotamia,
and the development of astronomical calendars in ancient Greece. This book will be of interest to ancient historians,
historians of science, astronomers who use early astronomical records, and anyone with an interest in calendars and
their development.
This book examines the outlook of the ancient Mesopotamians in such areas as their religious values; views on death
and burial, health and healing, and scholarship. Specific topics discussed include the heavenly constellations, the
historian Berossus, magic and witchcraft, the clergy, the legend of Adapa, and much more.
This text for students and interested lay readers provides an introduction to the history and culture of the ancient Near East, from the dawn of
civilization in western Asia through the Persian Empire. An extensive list of suggestions for further reading is found at the end of each
chapter. Annotati
Consists of articles organized in eleven parts: the ancient Near East in Western thought; the environment; population; social institutions;
history and culture; economy and trade; technology and artistic production; religion and science; language, writing, and literature; visual and
performing arts; and retrospective essays.
Provides an overview of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Iran/Persia, the Arabian Peninsula, spanning over 4000 years from the Early Bronze Age to
325 B.C.E.
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