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Culler's most famous work, Structuralist Poetics has never been out of print since first publication in 1975, selling over 20,000 copies. It
introduced a new way of studying literature by attempting to create a systematic account of the structure of literary works, rather than
studying the meaning of the work. Culler's new preface answers some of the criticisms levelled at his approach and details how it is still as
relevant today as when it was first published.
This work is a systematic analysis of texts with arguments on political performance of representation and agency in education. The author
critically examines discourses on the politics of difference including those of Paulo Freire, Claude Levi-Strauss, Iris M. Young, and Chantal
Mouffe. Derrida's thoughts on the political as a way to understand difference and identity in education concludes the volume. This work
begins with an examination of Hegel's work on the relationship between the lord and the bondsman, which is implemented in the political
discourse of Paulo Freire. It explores the methodological value of concepts of opposition; it looks at the work by Levi-Strauss on cultural
differences as well as that of Iris M. Young and Chantal Mouffe on the politics of difference. Anxious Identity calls for a consideration of
Derrida's thoughts on the poltical as an approach to understanding difference and identity. In addition to work of Western philosophers and
theorists, included are the postcolonial writers Homi Bhabha and Gayatri Spivak.
"The first book-length introduction to the history of the four major traditions in anthropology". "Not only traces the development of each
tradition but considers their impact on one another and assesses their future potentials".--BOOKJACKET.
With this text, a team of authors from the University of West England provide a comprehensive overview of the culture, technologies and
history of new media and assess claims that a media and technology revolution is underway.
This overview of the history of anthropological theory provides a comprehensive history from antiquity through to the twenty-first century, with
a focus on the twentieth century and beyond. Unlike other volumes, it also offers a four-field introduction to theory. As a stand-alone text, or
used in conjunction with the companion volume Readings for a History of Anthropological Theory, Erickson and Murphy offer a
comprehensive, affordable, and contemporary introduction to anthropological theory. The third edition has been updated and fully revised
throughout to closely parallel the presentation in the companion reader, making it easier to use both books in tandem. New original essays by
contemporary theorists bring theories to life, and portraits of important theorists make it a handsome volume. Sources and suggested
readings have been updated, and glossary definitions have been updated, streamlined, and standardized.
From handshakes and toasts to chant and genuflection, ritual pervades our social interactions and religious practices. Still, few of us could
identify all of our daily and festal ritual behaviors, much less explain them to an outsider. Similarly, because of the variety of activities that
qualify as ritual and their many contradictory yet, in many ways, equally legitimate interpretations, ritual seems to elude any systematic
historical and comparative scrutiny. In this book, Catherine Bell offers a practical introduction to ritual practice and its study; she surveys the
most influential theories of religion and ritual, the major categories of ritual activity, and the key debates that have shaped our understanding
of ritualism. Bell refuses to nail down ritual with any one definition or understanding. Instead, her purpose is to reveal how definitions emerge
and evolve and to help us become more familiar with the interplay of tradition, exigency, and self-expression that goes into constructing this
complex social medium.
The Devil and the Perception of Schnittke's Early Style -- The Mythologems in Schnittke's First Symphony -- Postlude -- Appendix 1. An
interview with George Crumb -- Appendix 2. The English translation of the texts by García Lorca from George Crumb's Ancient Voices of
Children -- Appendix 3. Text excerpts from Stockhausen's Licht -- Selected bibliography -- List of Illustrations -- Index
Food and eating practices are central to current sociological and anthropological concerns about the body, health, consumption, and identity.
This study explores the importance of these themes as they intersect with processes of globalization and cultural production within a specific
group of consumers, British Sh'ite Iranians. Through the analysis of the consumption practices of this particular migrant group, this book
illustrates how both the nutritional value and symbolic significance of food contribute to its health-giving properties and how gender and ethnic
identities are preformed and reinforced through the medium of food-work in public and private spheres. At the same time, as this study
demonstrates, migration modifies and transfigures such identities and produces hybrid cultures and cuisines. Lynn Harbottle is a medical
anthropologist and nutritionist, with a particular interest in the food habits and health of ethnic minorities in Britain. She was awarded the
Frankenberg prize for her Masters dissertation on which this book is based.
This text attempts a broad theoretical synthesis within the field of sociology and its closely allied sister discipline of anthropology. It draws
together these disciplines' theoretical approaches into a synthesized theory called Darwinian conflict theory.
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This book rethinks Plato’s creation and use of myth by drawing on theories and methods from myth studies, religious studies, literary theory
and related fields. Individual myths function differently depending on cultural practice, religious context or literary tradition, and this
interdisciplinary study merges new perspectives in Plato studies with recent scholarship and theories pertaining to myth. Significant overlaps
exist between prominent modern theories of myth and attitudes and approaches in studies of Plato’s myths. Considering recent
developments in myth studies, this book asks new questions about the evaluation of myth in Plato. Its appreciation of the historical conditions
shaping and directing the study of Plato’s myths opens deeper philosophical questions about the relationship between philosophy and myth
and the relevance of myth studies to philosophical debates. It also extends the discussion to address philosophical questions and
perspectives on the distinction between argument and narrative.
The book studies metaphor, myth and their imaginative aspects in the poetry of William Wordsworth, Percy Bysshe Shelley and John Keats.
Relying on Kantian, Romantic, Neo-Kantian and modern ideas of imagination, metaphor and myth, the book proposes that imagination is an
inherently metaphorizing and mythologizing faculty because the act of perception is an act of giving form to natural phenomena and seeing
similitude in dissimilitude, which are basically metaphorical and mythological acts. Studying selected poems, the author explores how in its
form-giving activity the imagination of the speaking subject 'mythologizes' and 'metaphorizes' by seeing objects of nature as spiritual, animate
or divine beings and thus transforming them into the alien territory of myth. Myth and metaphor are analyzed in these poems mainly in two
regards: first, myth and metaphor are handled as inborn aspects of imagination and perception, and the interaction between nature and
imagination is presented as the origin of all mythology; second, to show how myth is re-created time and again by poetic imagination,
Romantic mythography and re-creation of precursor mythologies are analyzed.
The sixth edition of this bestselling text offers a concise history of anthropological theory from antiquity to the twenty-first century, with new
and significantly revised sections that reflect the current state of the field.
Written by feminist scholars over a period of nearly thirty years, the selected readings are wide-ranging in content, offer a multi-ethnic and
multi-cultural perspective, and reflect the work of scholars working within religious studies as well as other disciplines.The introductory essays
link the sections and are packed with useful information on resources, issues, and the current debates. The book illustrates how debates
about feminism within the study of religions have been impacted by broader theoretical discussions and provides evidence that feminist
scholars working on religion have made their own contribution to feminist theory.
Media and Society is a lively, illustrated introduction to the role that mass media--and the messages and texts they carry--play in our lives and
our society. Arthur Asa Berger explores the time we spend with media, media aesthetics, ethics, audiences, media effects, technologies,
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violence and sexuality in media, and ownership. Media and Society helps us understand the relationship between consumers and media--the
books, television, radio, magazines, web sites, video games, newspapers, movies, and other mass media we encounter every day.
--Publisher.
The second volume of a two-part, outcomes-based series in media studies. It includes theoretical approaches as well as a production section
that focuses on basic techniques.

While examining exactly who owns the media and who produces the media, this text manages to encompass the
systematic, critical, and analytical media in all its forms and concludes that the media is one of the most important
generators and disseminators of meaning in contemporary society. Investigating the power relationships between the
media and politics, culture, economy, society, and above all, democracy, this resource is well-suited for anyone with an
interest in the modern role of media in society.
Allegorists in ancient Greece attempted to find philosophical and physical truths in myth. Plato, who resolutely excluded
myths from the sphere of truth, thought that they could express ideas in a realm he could not reach with dialectical
reasoning. Freud built a science around the myth of Oedipus, saying that myths were "distorted wish dreams of entire
nations, the dreams of early mankind." No body of myth has served more purposes - or been subject to more analysis than Greek mythology. This is a revised translation of Fritz Graf's highly acclaimed introduction to Greek mythology,
Griechische Mythologie: Eine Einfuhrung, originally published in 1985 by Artemis Verlag. Graf offers a chronological
account of the principal Greek myths that appear in the surviving literary and artistic sources, and concurrently
documents the history of interpretation of Greek mythology from the seventeenth century to the present. First surveying
the various definitions of myth that have been advanced, Graf proceeds to look at the relationship between Greek myths
and epic poetry; the absence of an "origin of man" myth in Creek mythology; and connection between particular myths
and shrines or holy festivals; the harmony in Greek literature between myth and history; the use of myth in Greek song
and tragedy; and the uses and interpretations of myth by philosophers and allegorists.
This outcomes-based textbook provides comprehensive information on the makeup of media institutions, theories in
media studies, and critical issues that face the media today. With this guide media students learn the history of the media
and learn how to keep up with the latest trends and developments in broadcasting, printed press, and film. Outlined is
how to develop an internal media policy with company mission statements, news, and programming policies. The
relationship of the media to the economy, politics, and society and how the media represents race, gender, violence, and
terrorism are also discussed.
This updated second edition provides a clear and concise introduction to the key concepts of semiotics in accessible and
jargon-free language. With a revised introduction and glossary, extended index and suggestions for further reading, this
new edition provides an increased number of examples including computer and mobile phone technology, television
commercials and the web. Demystifying what is a complex, highly interdisciplinary field, key questions covered include:
What is a sign? Which codes do we take for granted? How can semiotics be used in textual analysis? What is a text? A
highly useful, must-have resource, Semiotics: The Basics is the ideal introductory text for those studying this growing
area.
The Film Handbook examines the current state of filmmaking and how film language, technique and aesthetics are being
utilised for today’s ‘digital film’ productions. It reflects on how critical analysis’ of film underpins practice and story, and
how developing an autonomous ‘vision’ will best aid student creativity. The Film Handbook offers practical guidance on
a range of traditional and independent ‘guerrilla’ film production methods, from developing script ideas and the logistics
of planning the shoot to cinematography, sound and directing practices. Film professionals share advice of their creative
and practical experiences shooting both on digital and film forms. The Film Handbook relates theory to the filmmaking
process and includes: • documentary, narrative and experimental forms, including deliberations on ‘reading the screen’,
genre, mise-en-scène, montage, and sound design • new technologies of film production and independent distribution,
digital and multi-film formats utilised for indie filmmakers and professional dramas, sound design and music • the short
film form, theories of transgressive and independent ‘guerrilla’ filmmaking, the avant-garde and experimental as a
means of creative expression • preparing to work in the film industry, development of specialisms as director, producer,
cinematographer, editor, and the presentation of creative work.
Like Stephen Krashen's important work in The Power of Reading, Story Proof collects and analyzes the research that
validates the importance of story, story reading, and storytelling to the brain development and education of children and
adults. Accomplished researcher and storyteller Kendall Haven, establishes the need for understanding the research
findings in neural psychology and brain development and the value of a common definition of story if one is to fully grasp
the importance and necessity of story to the development of the human mind. To support his case, he reviews a wealth of
research from storytellers, teachers, and others who have experienced the power of story firsthand. The author has
collected anecdotal experiences from over 100 performing storytellers and from 1,800 story practitioners (mostly
teachers) who have made extensive use of stories. He has read more than 150 qualitative and quantitative research
studies that discuss the effectiveness of stories and/or storytelling for one or more specific applications (education,
organizational management, knowledge management, medical and narrative therapy, etc.). Forty of these studies were
literature reviews and comparative studies including analysis of over 1,000 studies and descriptive articles. He has also
gathered research evidence from his own story performances for total audiences of over 4 million and from conducting
story writing workshops with 200,000 students and 40,000 teachers.
Louis Dumont and Hierarchical OppositionBerghahn Books
Claude Levi-Strauss is probably the most complex anthropological theorist of all time. His work continues to influence
present-day thinkers in his field, but he is perhaps even more influential beyond it. As one of the key figures in the
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development of what is known today as 'French theory, ' Levi-Strauss was one of the most important thinkers of the 20thcentury. His theories of interpretation, meaning and culture have helped shape the ideas and methodologies of a range of
disciplines, above all literature and philosophy. At the heart of Levi-Strauss's work are the questions of meaning and
where meaning comes from. As an anthropologist, he was primarily interested in what completely different and separate
cultures might have in common. Crucially, he saw how common ground resides not on the surface of cultures (i.e., in
similar customs), but deep inside invisible background structures of thought. His quest was to peel away the surface of
different cultures through careful interpretation, advancing from one layer to another until he discovered the structures
that lay behind all of the exterior practices and meanings. Infamously challenging, his work shows interpretative skills
working at the highest, most abstract level possible.
Seminar paper from the year 2017 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 15 Punkte, Gustav-von-SchlörSchule Specialized Secondary Schooland Upper Vocational School, language: English, abstract: This seminar paper
aims to display the conflict between Good and Evil, shown in the "Harry Potter" film series distributed by Warner Bros.,
which is based on the novel by J.K. Rowling. The conflict is focused on Harry Potter, as the good guy, and Lord
Voldemort, as his evil opponent. This paper essentially consists of two main parts, the theoretical and analytical section,
and a conclusion at the end. The very start, however, gives the reader a raw notion of the typical interpretation of "Good"
and "Evil." Then, the paper gives a brief synopsis of the Harry Potter story, to figure out what the plot of Harry Potter is
about. The theoretical part contains two significant subdivisions. It deals with structuralism and post-structuralism, as well
as with three subsections of post-structuralism, which are deconstruction in literature and film studies and finally with
binary oppositions. The most important goal is to figure out what the deconstruction and binary oppositions are about and
make it clear how they are applied in movies. Afterwards, the seminar paper goes firsthand into the analytical part, which
is the second section and considers a deconstructive analysis if the representation of Good and Evil are either in their
pure form or categories with flowing borders in the film series "Harry Potter." The most significant thing in this part is to
split up the movie into essential pieces, like the visual aspects and sound design. Another essential point is to figure out
their equalities, differences and in certain circumstances the connections to each other.
Since its inception almost 200 years ago, the study of religion has informed, enlightened, provoked, and challenged our
notions of humanity's deepest beliefs and longings. Now Walter Capps, nationally recognized for the quality and depth of
his teaching, has written the first full-scale introduction to the history and methods of religious studies. To assess the
many points of view in this mature but diffuse discipline. Capps uses the idea that four basic of fundamental questions
and three enduring interests have given formal structure to the study of religion: the essence of religion; the origin of
religion, descriptions of religion; the function of religion, the language of religion, comparisons of religion and, the future
of religious studies. In this way Capps relates the chief insights and theories of philosophy, anthropology,
phenomenology, sociology, and theology of religion, and spotlights theorists from Immanuel Kant to Mircea Eliade. His
valuable text unites in a single narrative and conceptual framework the major methodological proposals for the academic
study of religion; treats all the major theorists in their respective disciplines, schools of thought, and intellectual
movements; treats the whole discipline as a dynamic and evolving tradition. Religious Studies constitutes not only an
erudite introduction to the field, exhibiting vast scholarship and careful assessment, but also a bold synthetic proposal for
its future.
"The originality, brilliance, and scope of the work is remarkable.... Gates will instruct, delight, and stimulate a broad range
of readers, both those who are already well versed in Afro-American literature, and those who, after reading this book,
will eagerly begin to be."--Barbara E. Johnson, Harvard University. "A critical enterprise of the first importance.... Gates
promises to lead and to show the way in boldness of conception, in vigor of execution, and in vitality and pertinence of
expression."--James Olney, Louisiana State University. Recently awarded Honorable Mention from the John Hope
Franklin Publication Prize Committee of the American Studies Association, Figures in Black takes a provocative new look
at how we analyze and define black literature. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., attacks the notion that the dominant mode of AfroAmerican literature is, or should be, a kind of social realism, evaluated primarily as a reflection of the "Black Experience."
Instead, Gates insists that critics turn to the language of the text and bring to their work the close, methodical analysis of
language made possible by modern literary theory. But his goal in this volume is not merely to "apply" contemporary
theory to black texts. Indeed, as he ranges from 18th-century poet Phillis Wheatley to modern writers Ishmael Reed and
Alice Walker, he attempts to redefine literary criticism itself, moving it away from a Eurocentric notion of a hierarchical
canon--mostly white, Western, and male--to foster a truly comparative and pluralisic notion of literature. In doing so, he
provides critics with a powerful tool for the analysis of black art and, more important, reveals for all readers the brilliance
and depth of the Afro-American tradition.
The relation between individual and collective processes is central to the social sciences, yet difficult to conceptualize
because of the necessity of crossing disciplinary boundaries. The result is that researchers in different disciplines
construct their own implicit, and often unsatisfactory, models of either individual or collective phenomena, which in turn
influence their theoretical and empirical work. In this book, Drew Westen attempts to cross these boundaries, proposing
an interdisciplinary approach to personality, to culture, and to the relation between the two. Part I of the book sets forth a
model of personality that integrates psychodynamic analysis with an understanding of cognitively mediated conditioning
and social learning. In Part II, Westen offers a view of culture that blends symbolic and materialist modes of discourse,
examining the role of both ideals and 'material' needs in motivating symbolic as well as concrete social structural
processes. In Part III, he combines these models of personality and culture through an examination of cultural evolution
and stasis, identity and historical change, and the impact of technological development on personality. Throughout the
book, Westen provides reviews of the state of the art in a variety of fields, including personality theory, moral
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development, ego development, and culture theory. He also addresses and recasts central issues in psychology,
sociology, anthropology, and social theory, such as the relations between emotion and cognition; social learning and
psychodynamics; ideals and material forces; and individual and collective action. His book will appeal to students and
scholars in all the social sciences, as well as to any reader concerned with understanding the relation between
individuals and the world in which they live.
"An accessible and engaging overview of anthropological theory that provides a comprehensive history from antiquity
through to the twenty-first century. The fifth edition has been revised throughout, with substantial updates to the
Feminism and Anthropology section, including more on Gender and Sexuality, and with a new section on Anthropologies
of the Digital Age. Once again, A History of Anthropological Theory will be published simultaneously with the
accompanying reader, mirroring these changes in the selection of readings, so they can easily be used together in the
classroom. Additional biographical information about some of theorists has been added to help students."-Cultural Theory: An Introduction is a concise, accessible introduction to a complex field. Philip Smith provides a
balanced, wide-ranging overview of contemporary cultural theory, covering the major thinkers and key concepts that have
appeared and developed over the last century. The book has an abundance of special features for students, with
summaries, biographical notes, suggestions for further reading, and cross-referencing. This book is an ideal guide for any
student or researcher with an interest in the theoretical study of culture and society.
The work of Louis Dumont, who died in 1998, on India and modern individualism represented certain theoretical
advances on the earlier structuralism of Claude Lévi-Strauss. One such advance is Dumont's idea of hierarchical
opposition, which he proposed as a truer representation of indigenous ideologies than Lévi-Strauss's binary opposition.
In this book the author argues that, although structuralism is often thought to have gone out of fashion, Dumont's greater
concern with praxis and agency makes his own version of structuralism more contemporary. The work of his followers
and fellow travelers, as well as his own, indicates that hierarchical opposition is capable of taking structuralism in new
and more realistic directions, reminding us that it has never been the preserve of Lévi-Strauss alone.
Argues that the technical model of practice has limited applicability for the practices of care (teaching, nursing, social
work, and psychotherapy).
Discusses the contributions that both structural and poststructural social theory have made, and continues to make, to marketing and
consumer research.
As an early reviewer wrote, “This is one of the clearest, most concise statements on social theory in general, let alone on gender, that I have
ever read.” Now updated, Mascia-Lees and Black continue to expertly trace how anthropologists have used different theoretical orientations
to examine the nature and determinants of gender roles and gender inequality. From the nineteenth century on, anthropologists have used
different theoretical orientations to understand the emotionally charged topic of gender. With an insightful look at evolutionary, materialist,
psychological, structuralist, poststructural, sociolinguistic, and self-reflexive approaches, this distinctive module also examines how these
approaches best explain gender and sexual oppression in a global world. The authors pack great amounts of valuable information into such a
slim volume yet leave readers with digestible material that does more than cover the surface of anthropological perspectives on gender roles
and stratification. Readers gain insights and tools to develop their own critical analyses of gender.
This is an analysis of complex forms of art history. It covers a broad range of approaches, presenting individual arguments, controversies and
divergent perspectives. The book begins by introducing the concept of theory and explains why it is important to the practice of art history.
'Modern European thought' describes a wide range of philosophies, cultural programmes, and political arguments developed in Europe in the
period following the French Revolution. This handbook charts and explores recurring themes and approaches to this broad and complex
topic, particularly with regard to Theology.
Examines the various ways--both verbal and visual--in which the media have portrayed the homeless over the last 20 years.
"Women and Sacrifice is an original and lucid book that explores the anthropology and developmental psychology of male violence in blood
sacrifice and its implications in religion and culture. It is the first comprehensive study of the psychology of gender and religion using the
controversial ideas of Heinz Kohut and self-psychology." "Beers not only makes an important contribution to our psychological understanding
of sacrifice, he explores how narcissistic anxiety fuels rituals and social structures that subordinate women. He bases his provocative theory
on three general premises: sacrifice is traditionally performed only by men; the gender specificity of sacrifice can be traced to gender-specific
developments of men and women and is reflected in religions throughout the world; and the male violence of sacrifice is related to other
forms of male violence. Beers reviews the theories of symbol-formation of Freud, Jung, Klein, and Winnicott and argues that Kohut's selfpsychology is more appropriate for understanding the psychology of symbolic ritual. The psychological claims in the book are presented in
the context of social structures, cultural expressions, and individual and group history. Beers includes critiques of such leading theorists of
ritual and sacrifice as Durkheim, Levi-Strauss, Douglas, Turner, Geertz, Freud, Jung, and Girard." "In analyzing sacrifice among the
Malekulans of Melanesia and the eucharist of the American Episcopal Church, Beers develops the theory that such rituals have a
psychological function that diminishes and controls women. He claims that men so fear women that religious ritual excludes women in order
that men can gain and retain power over them."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights
Reserved
'Resurrecting Erotic Transgression' presents a feminist theological methodology based on the work of Julia Kristeva. This methodology
provides the means for 'subjecting ambiguity', bringing to theology a recognition of the multiplicity of language and identity. A method of
'poetic reading' is proposed with a three stage process: articulation of the dualities present in and around a focal discourse; subversion of
these dualities through a range of strategies; and the re-presentation of the discourse emphasising its ambiguous nature. The hermeneutical
method of 'poetic reading' is explored in relation to three biblical texts and an image of the 'otherness' of God as whore.
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