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When East Germany collapsed in 1989-1990, outside observers were shocked to learn
the extent of environmental devastation that existed there. Saving Nature Under
Socialism introduces readers to environmentalism in Cold War East Germany and
traces the evolution of environmental policy and protest in East Germany and central
Europe from the 1960s.
Dealing with Dictators explores America's Cold War efforts to make the dictatorships of
Eastern Europe less tyrannical and more responsive to the country's international
interests. During this period, US policies were a mix of economic and psychological
warfare, subversion, cultural and economic penetration, and coercive diplomacy.
Through careful examination of American and Hungarian sources, László Borhi
assesses why some policies toward Hungary achieved their goals while others were not
successful. When George H. W. Bush exclaimed to Mikhail Gorbachev on the day the
Soviet Union collapsed, "Together we liberated Eastern Europe and unified Germany,"
he was hardly doing justice to the complicated history of the era. The story of the
process by which the transition from Soviet satellite to independent state occurred in
Hungary sheds light on the dynamics of systemic change in international politics at the
end of the Cold War.
The story of how Stalin ruthlessly built his 'Red Empire' in the aftermath of World War II
- and what inspired him to build it.
Draws on documentation released since the fall of the Soviet Union to offer a global
history of communism in the twentieth century.
The Hungarian city of Sztálinváros, or "Stalin-City," was intended to be the
paradigmatic urban community of the new communist society in the 1950s. In Stalinism
Reloaded, Sándor Horváth explores how Stalin-City and the socialist regime were built
and stabilized not only by the state but also by the people who came there with hope for
a better future. By focusing on the everyday experiences of citizens, Horváth considers
the contradictions in the Stalinist policies and the strategies these bricklayers,
bureaucrats, shop girls, and even children put in place in order to cope with and shape
the expectations of the state. Stalinism Reloaded reveals how the state influenced
marriage patterns, family structure, and gender relations. While the devastating effects
of this regime are considered, a convincing case is made that ordinary citizens had
significant agency in shaping the political policies that governed them.
This volume is the result of an international conference held at Sapienza University in
Rome on June 20 and 21, 2013, as the final stage of the PRIN (Progetto di rilevante
interesse nazionale) project “Empires and Nations from the 18th to the 20th century”,
during which scholars from all over the world – academics, specialists, young
researchers, PhD students and post-doctorates – confronted diverse, but connected,
topics on the relations between multinational empires and the idea of the nation. In this
way, the reality of the historical empires and national states was represented, and
concepts such as identity, nationality, and sovereignty analyzed. The second volume is
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the age of empires
and colonialism,
with particular reference to the
colonial policy of the Great Powers (England, Russia, and Italy), the reality of postcolonial states, and to the different patterns of decolonization, including specific cases
such as South Sudan, Azerbaijan, Iraq, Afghanistan and Palestine. Particular attention
is paid to the economic systems of different countries and to the area of Southeastern
Europe, particularly to Romania and its multicultural area Transylvania. To the Great
War and the dissolution of the multinational empires ample space is dedicated,
providing insights on border issues, ethnic conflicts, foreign policies, the Adriatic
question, and the territorial conflict between Yugoslavia and Italy. The final part of the
book analyzes communism, the bipolar system, and the East-West conflict that divided
Europe for almost half a century, with specific contributions that discuss postcommunist nations and states.
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
What is Eastern Europe and why is it so culturally and politically separate from the rest
of Europe? In Long Awaited West, Stefano Bottoni considers what binds these
countries together in an increasingly globalized world. Focusing on economic and social
policies, Bottoni explores how Eastern Europe developed and, more importantly, why it
remains so distant from the rest of the continent. He argues that this distance arises in
part from psychological divides which have only deepened since the global economic
crisis of 2008, and provides new insight into Eastern Europe's significance as it finds
itself located - both politically and geographically - between a distracted European
Union and Russia's increased aggressions.
De-Centering Cold War History challenges the Cold War master narratives that focus
on super-power politics by shifting our analytical perspective to include local-level
experiences and regional initiatives that were crucial to the making of a Cold War world.
Cold War histories are often told as stories of national leaders, state policies and the
global confrontation that pitted a Communist Eastern Bloc against a Capitalist West.
Taking a new analytical approach this book reveals unexpected complexities in the
historical trajectory of the Cold War. Contributions from an international group of
scholars take a fresh look at historical agency in different places across the world,
including Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas. This collaborative effort shapes a
street-level history of the global Cold War era, one that uses the analysis of the 'local' to
rethink and reframe the wider picture of the 'global', connecting the political negotiations
of individuals and communities at the intersection of places and of meeting points
between 'ordinary' people and political elites to the Cold War at large. Essential reading
for all students of Cold War history.
A History of Modern Political Thought in East Central Europe, Volume II Part II
examines the defeat of the vision of 'socialism with a human face' in 1968 and the
political discourses produced by the various 'consolidation' or 'normalization' regimes. It
closes with pertinent questions about the fragility of the democratic order globally.
A fresh interpretation of the contexts, meanings, and consequences of the revolutions
of 1989, coupled with state of the art reassessment of the significance and
consequences of the events associated with the demise of communist regimes. The
book provides an analysis that takes into account the complexities of the Soviet bloc,
the events' impact upon Europe, and their re-interpretation within a larger global
context. Departs from static ways of analysis (events and their significance) bringing
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itself, while extensively discussing the ways of resituating 1989 in the larger context of
the 20th century and of its lessons for the 21st.Emphasizes the possibility for rethinking and re-visiting the filters and means that scholars use to interpret such turning
point. The editors perceive the present project as a challenge to existing readings on
the complex set of issues and topics presupposed by a re-evaluation of 1989 as a
symbol of the change and transition from authoritarianism to democracy.
"Establishes a relationship between the history of communism and the main processes
of globalization in the past century. Drawing on a wealth of archival sources, Silvio
Pons analyses the multifaceted and contradictory relationship between the Soviet
Union and the international communist movement, to show how communism played a
major part in the formation of our modern world."--Back cover
This book compares the various aspects ? political, military economic ? of Soviet
occupation in Austria, Hungary and Romania. Using documents found in Austrian,
Hungarian, Romanian and Russian archives the authors argue that the nature of Soviet
foreign policy has been misunderstood. Existing literature has focused on the Soviet
foreign policy from a political perspective; when and why Stalin made the decision to
introduce Bolshevik political systems in the Soviet sphere of influence. This book will
show that the Soviet conquest of East-Central Europe had an imperial dimension as
well and allowed the Soviet Union to use the territory it occupied as military and
economic space. The final dimension of the book details the tragically human
experiences of Soviet occupation: atrocities, rape, plundering and deportations.
This is the first world history of empire, reaching from the third millennium BCE to the
present. By combining synthetic surveys, thematic comparative essays, and numerous
chapters on specific empires, its two volumes provide unparalleled coverage of
imperialism throughout history and across continents, from Asia to Europe and from
Africa to the Americas. Only a few decades ago empire was believed to be a thing of
the past; now it is clear that it has been and remains one of the most enduring forms of
political organization and power. We cannot understand the dynamics and resilience of
empire without moving decisively beyond the study of individual cases or particular
periods, such as the relatively short age of European colonialism. The history of empire,
as these volumes amply demonstrate, needs to be drawn on the much broader canvas
of global history. Volume Two: The History of Empires tracks the protean history of
political domination from the very beginnings of state formation in the Bronze Age up to
the present. Case studies deal with the full range of the historical experience of empire,
from the realms of the Achaemenids and Asoka to the empires of Mali and Songhay,
and from ancient Rome and China to the Mughals, American settler colonialism, and
the Soviet Union. Forty-five chapters detailing the history of individual empires are tied
together by a set of global synthesizing surveys that structure the world history of
empire into eight chronological phases.
This volume focuses on the issue of identity within the context of the radical shift that
took place in Romania during the late 1940s and early 1950s, as a result of the process
of Sovietisation, or “cultural colonisation” (a concept analysed in particular detail in this
book). It adopts a novel approach to this theme, by studying the issue of identity within
the context of the first decade of the Romanian communist regime, with the help of a
series of concepts and theories belonging to the disciplines of Western cultural, media
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particular interest to this volume is the use of the press as an essential instrument for
Romanian propaganda in terms of spreading, as well as controlling, the new set of
politically-established identity patterns. As such, the press provides one of the most
relevant environments for the analysis of the major cultural, social and political identity
shifts that took place in Romania during the late 1940s and the 1950s. The book follows
the evolution, deconstruction and reconstruction of identity at both the micro- and
macro- levels, focusing on some of the most significant identity pattern constructs in
terms of reconfiguring cultural identities. The volume consists of a series of theoretical,
as well as cultural, press analyses and case studies, based on a set of influential
concepts and theories referring to identity, media discourse, and propaganda, in
association with newly-introduced concepts such as “cultural colonialism” and cultural
“canon” negotiation, amongst others.
In Securing the Communist State, Liesbeth van de Grift provides a new understanding
of these organizations using recently disclosed material from the communist archives in
Berlin and Bucharest. She reveals how these communist parties gained control over the
security apparatus after 1945 in East Central Europe from a transitional justice
perspective, focusing on purges and personnel policies. This book shows that the
personal break after 1945 was not as radical as is often thought.
Those who define the past control the present. 'Revising History in Communist Europe' shows
how the manipulation of history both empowered and weakened the communist regimes of
post-World War Two Europe. It demonstrates how seismic events of the recent past
reverberate in the understandings of the present, determining perceptions and decisions. With
fresh analysis on the imposed communist definition of Hungary's 1956 uprising and its effects
on the definition of the Prague Spring, this study will give readers a timely and penetrating
insight into both landmark events.
In Poland in the 1940s and '50s, a new kind of Catholic intended to remake European social
and political life--not with guns, but French philosophy This collective intellectual biography
examines generations of deeply religious thinkers whose faith drove them into public life,
including Karol Wojty?a, future Pope John Paul II, and Tadeusz Mazowiecki, the future prime
minister who would dismantle Poland's Communist regime. Seeking to change the way we
understand the Catholic Church, World War II, the Cold War, and communism, this study
centers on the idea of "revolution." It examines two crucial countries, France and Poland, while
challenging conventional wisdom among historians and introducing innovations in
periodization, geography, and methodology. Why has much of Eastern Europe gone back
down the road of exclusionary nationalism and religious prejudice since the end of the Cold
War? Piotr H. Kosicki helps to understand the crises of contemporary Europe by examining the
intellectual world of Roman Catholicism in Poland and France between the Church's
declaration of war on socialism in 1891 and the demise of Stalinism in 1956.
This is a major re-evaluation of Soviet foreign policy in the Eurasian borderlands from the
Revolution to the Cold War.
Beginning in the mid-nineteenth century when Korea became entangled in the world of modern
imperialism and the old social, economic and political order began to change; this handbook
brings together cutting edge scholarship on major themes in Korean History. Contributions by
experts in the field cover the Late Choson and Colonial periods, Korea’s partition and the
diverging paths of North and South Korea. Topics covered include: The division of Korea
Religion Competing imperialisms Economic change War and rebellions Nationalism Gender
North Korea Under Kim Jong Il Global Korea The Handbook provides a stimulating introduction
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any student and researcher of Korean History.
Stalinism RevisitedThe Establishment of Communist Regimes in East-Central EuropeCentral
European University Press
This volume gathers authors who wrote important works in the fields of the history of
ideologies, the comparative study of dictatorships, and intellectual history. The book is a state
of the art reassessment and analysis of the ideological commitments of intellectuals and their
relationships with dictatorships during the twentieth century. The contributions focus on turning
points or moments of breakage as well as on the continuities. Though its focus is on an
East–West comparison in Europe, there are texts also dealing with Latin America, China, and
the Middle East giving the book a global outlook. The first part of the book deals with
intellectuals' involvement with communist regimes or parties; the second looks at the
persistence of utopianism in the trajectory of intellectuals who had been associated earlier in
their lives with either communism or fascism; the third tackles intellectuals' role in national
imaginations from either the left or the right; and, the fourth ties late twentieth century
phenomena to current phenomena such as the persistence of anti-Semitism in the West, the
slow erosion of the values upon which the EU is built, the quagmire in Iraq, and China's rise in
the post-Cold War era. The collection provides a comprehensive big-picture of intellectual
genealogies and dictatorial developments.
Stalinism Revisited brings together representatives of multiple generations to create a rich
examination of the study and practice of Stalinism. While the articles are uniformly excellent,
the book's signal contribution is to bring recent research from Eastern European scholars to an
English-speaking audience. Thus the volume is not just a "state of the discipline" collection, in
which articles are collected to reflect that current situation of scholarship in a given field;
instead, this one includes cutting edge scholarship that will prompt more of the same from
other scholars in other fields/subfields. I would recommend this book highly to anyone
interested in understanding the technology of Stalinism in both thought and practice. Nick
Miller Boise State University The Sovietization of post-1945 East-Central Europe---marked by
the forceful imposition of the Soviet-type society in the region---was a process of massive sociopolitical and cultural transformation. Despite its paramount importance for understanding the
nature of the communist regime and its legacy, the communist take-over in East Central
European countries has remained largely under-researched. Two decades after the collapse of
the communist system, Stalinism Revisited brings together a remarkable international team of
established and younger scholars, engaging them in a critical re-evaluation of the
institutionalization of communist regimes in East-Central Europe and of the period of "high
Stalinism." Sovietization is approached not as a fully pre-determined, homogeneous, and
monolithic transformation, but as a set of trans-national, multifaceted, and inter-related
processes of large-scale institutional and ideological transfers, made up of multiple "takeovers"
in various fields. Theoretically minded and empirically sound, the collection adds key elements
to our comparative understanding of Stalinist regimes in their various historical permutations.
The richness of the source material employed and its comparative scope recommend Stalinism
Revisited as a major, synthetic contribution to the study of East-Central Europe's Sovietization.
Constantin lordachi Central European University, Budapest
Debates on the role of Christian Democracy in Central and Eastern Europe too often remain
strongly tied to national historiographies. With the edited collection the contributing authors aim
to reconstruct Christian Democracy’s role in the fall of Communism from a bird's-eye
perspective by covering the entire region and by taking “third-way” options in the broader
political imaginary of late-Cold War Europe into account. The book’s twelve chapters present
the most recent insights on this topic and connect scholarship on the Iron Curtain’s collapse
with scholarship on political Catholicism. Christian Democracy and the Fall of Communism
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first approach examines the efforts undertaken by
Western European actors who wanted to foster or support Christian Democratic initiatives in
Central and Eastern Europe. The second approach is devoted to the (re-)emergence of
homegrown Christian Democratic formations in the 1980s and 1990s. One of the volume’s
seminal contributions lies in its documentation of the decisive role that Christian Democracy
played in supporting the political and anti-political forces that engineered the collapse of
Communism from within between 1989 and 1991.

This book is a tribute to the memory of Victor Zaslavsky (1937?2009), sociologist,
‚migr‚ from the Soviet Union, Canadian citizen, public intellectual, and keen
observer of Eastern Europe.In seventeen essaysleading European, American
and Russian scholars discuss the theory and the history of totalitarian society
with a comparative approach. They revisit and reassess what Zaslavsky
considered the most important project in the latter part of his life: the analysis of
Eastern European - especially Soviet societies and their difficult ?transition? after
the fall of communism in 1989?91. The variety of the contributions reflects the
diversity of specialists in the volume, but also reveals Zaslavsky?s gift: he
surrounded himself with talented people from many different fields and
disciplines. In line with Zaslavsky?s work and scholarly method, the book
promotes new theoretical and methodological approaches to the concept of
totalitarianism for understanding Soviet and East European societies, and the
study of fascist and communist regimes in general. ÿ
These essays by scholars from six nations offers contributions to the
understanding of Stalinist terror in the 1930s. The essays explore in depth the
background of the terror and patterns of persecution, while providing more
empirically founded estimates of the numbers of Stalin's victims.
Why has communism’s humanist quest for freedom and social justice without
exception resulted in the reign of terror and lies? The authors of this collective
volume address this urgent question covering the one hundred years since
Lenin’s coup brought the first communist regime to power in St. Petersburg,
Russia in November 1917. The first part of the volume is dedicated to the
varieties of communist fantasies of salvation, and the remaining three consider
how communist experiments over many different times and regions attempted to
manage economics, politics, as well as society and culture. Although each
communist project was adapted to the situation of the country where it operated,
the studies in this volume find that because of its ideological nature, communism
had a consistent penchant for totalitarianism in all of its manifestations. This book
is also concerned with the future. As the world witnesses a new wave of
ideological authoritarianism and collectivistic projects, the authors of the nineteen
essays suggest lessons from their analyses of communism’s past to help better
resist totalitarian projects in the future.
The twentieth century has left behind a painful and complicated legacy of
massive trauma, monstrous crimes, radical social engineering, or
collective/individual guilt syndromes that were often the premises for and the
specters haunting the process of democratization in the various societies that
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emerged out of these profoundly de-structuring contexts. The present manuscript
is a state of the art reassessment and analysis of how the interplay between
memory, history, and justice generates insight that is multifariously relevant for
comprehending the present and future of democracy without becoming limited to
a Europe-centric framework of understanding. The manuscript is structured on
three complementary and interconnected trajectories: the public use of history,
politics of memory, and transitional justice. Key words 1. Europe, Eastern—Politics
and government—1989– 2. Collective memory—Europe,Eastern. 3.
Memory—Political aspects—Europe, Eastern. 4. Democratization—Social
aspects—Europe, Eastern. 5. Europe, Eastern—Historiography—Socialaspects. 6.
Europe, Eastern—Historiography—Political aspects. 7. Social justice—Europe,
Eastern. 8. Post-communism—Europe, Eastern. 9.
Fascism—Socialaspects—Europe, Eastern. 10. Dictatorship—Social
aspects—Europe, Eastern.
The East German Ministry for State Security stood for Stalinist oppression and allencompassing surveillance. The "shield and sword of the party," it secured the
rule of the Communist Party for more than forty years, and by the 1980s it had
become the largest secret-police apparatus in the world, per capita. Jens
Gieseke tells the story of the Stasi, a feared secret-police force and a highly
professional intelligence service. He inquires into the mechanisms of dictatorship
and the day-to-day effects of surveillance and suspicion. Masterful and thorough
at once, he takes the reader through this dark chapter of German postwar
history, supplying key information on perpetrators, informers, and victims. In an
assessment of post-communist memory politics, he critically discusses the
consequences of opening the files and the outcomes of the Stasi debate in
reunified Germany. A major guide for research on communist secret-police
forces, this book is considered the standard reference work on the Stasi and has
already been translated into a number of Eastern European languages.
Addresses the durability of communist autocracies in Eastern Europe and Asia,
the longest-lasting type of non-democratic regime to emerge after World War I.
A History of Modern Political Thought in East Central Europe is a synthetic work,
authored by an international team of researchers, covering twenty national
cultures and 250 years. It goes beyond the conventional nation-centered
narratives and presents a novel vision especially sensitive tothe cross-cultural
entanglement of political ideas and discourses. Its principal aim is to make these
cultures available for the global 'market of ideas' and revisit some of the basic
assumptions about the history of modern political thought, and modernity as
such.The present volume is a sequel to Volume I: Negotiating Modernity in the
'Long Nineteenth Century'. It begins with the end of the Great War, depicting the
colorful intellectual landscape of the interwar period and the increasing political
and ideological radicalization culminating in the SecondWorld War. Taking the
war experience both as a breaking point but in many ways also a transmitter of
previous intellectual traditions, it maps the intellectual paradigms and debates of
Page 7/9

Read Book Stalinism Revisited The Establishment Of Communist Regimes
In East Central Europe And The Dynamics Of The Soviet Bloc By Central
European University Press 2010 06 30
the immediate postwar years, marked by a negotiation between the democratic
and communist agendas, as well as thesubsequent processes of political and
cultural Stalinization. Subsequently, the post-Stalinist period is analyzed with a
special focus on the various attempts of de-Stalinization and the rise of revisionist
Marxism and other critical projects culminating in the carnivalesque but also
extremelydramatic year of 1968. This volume is followed by Volume II:
Negotiating Modernity in the 'Short Twentieth Century' and Beyond, Part II:
1968-2018.
Offers an analysis of the relationship between communism and fascism. This title
examines the ideological appeal of these radical, revolutionary political
movements, the visions of salvation and revolution they pursued, the value and
types of charisma of leaders within these political movements, and their legacies
in contemporary politics.
Comparative case studies of how memories of World War II have been constructed and
revised in France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Poland, Italy, and the USSR
(Russia).
During World War Two, death and violence permeated all aspects of the everyday lives
of ordinary people in Eastern Europe. Throughout the region, the realities of mass
murder and incarceration meant that people learnt to live with daily public hangings of
civilian hostages and stumbled on corpses of their neighbors. Entire populations were
drawn into fierce and uncompromising political and ideological conflicts, and many
ended up being more than mere victims or observers: they themselves became
perpetrators or facilitators of violence, often to protect their own lives, but also to gain
various benefits. Yugoslavia in particular saw a gradual culmination of a complex and
brutal civil war, which ultimately killed more civilians than those killed by the foreign
occupying armies. Therapeutic Fascism tells a story of the tremendous impact of such
pervasive and multi-layered political violence, and looks at ordinary citizens' attempts to
negotiate these extraordinary wartime political pressures. It examines Yugoslav
psychiatric documents as unique windows into this harrowing history, and provides an
original perspective on the effects of wartime violence and occupation through the
history of psychiatry, mental illness, and personal experience. Using previously
unexplored resources, such as patients' case files, state and institutional archives, and
the professional medical literature of the time, this volume explores the socio-cultural
history of wartime through the eyes of (mainly lower-class) psychiatric patients. Ana
Antic examines how the experiences of observing, suffering, and committing political
violence affected the understanding of human psychology, pathology, and normality in
wartime and post-war Balkans and Europe.
Covering territory from Russia in the east to Germany and Austria in the west, The
Routledge History of East Central Europe since 1700 explores the origins and evolution
of modernity in this turbulent region. This book applies fresh critical approaches to
major historical controversies and debates, expanding the study of a region that has
experienced persistent and profound change and yet has long been dominated by
narrowly nationalist interpretations. Written by an international team of contributors that
reflects the increasing globalization and pluralism of East Central European studies,
chapters discuss key themes such as economic development, the relationship between
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and revolutionary political agendas, migration, women’s and gender history, ideologies
and political movements, the legacy of communism, and the ways in which various
states in East Central Europe deployed and were formed by the politics of memory and
commemoration. This book uses new methodologies in order to fundamentally reshape
perspectives on the development of East Central Europe over the past three centuries.
Transnational and comparative in approach, this volume presents the latest research
on the social, cultural, political and economic history of modern East Central Europe,
providing an analytical and comprehensive overview for all students of this region.
The first comprehensive scholarly account of antifascism, analysing its development in
Spain, France, Britain and the USA.
Antifascism is usually described as either a political ideology of activists and
intellectuals confronting the dictatorships of Hitler and Mussolini, or as a cynical tool
that justified the Stalinist expansion of communism in Europe. Andreas Agocs widens
our understanding of antifascism by placing it in the context of twentieth-century
movements of 'cultural renewal'. He explores the concept of 'antifascist humanism', the
attempt by communist and liberal intellectuals and artists to heal the divisions of
Nazism by reviving the 'other Germany' of classical Weimar. This project took
intellectual shape in German exile communities in Europe and Latin America during
World War II and found its institutional embodiment in the Cultural League for
Democratic Renewal in Soviet-occupied Berlin in 1945. During the emerging Cold War,
antifascist humanism's uneasy blend of twentieth-century mass politics and cultural
nationalism became the focal point of new divisions in occupied Germany and the early
German Democratic Republic. This study traces German traditions of cultural renewal
from their beginnings in antifascist activism to their failure in the emerging Cold War.
Why do similar postcommunist states respond differently to refugees? Why do some
states privilege certain refugee groups, while other states do not? This book presents a
theory to account for this puzzle, and it centers on the role of the politics of nationbuilding and of the office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). A key
finding of the book is that when the boundaries of a nation are contested (and thus
there is no consensus on which group should receive preferential treatment in state
policies), a political space for a receptive and nondiscriminatory refugee policy opens
up. The book speaks to the broader questions of how nationalism matters after
communism and under what conditions and through what mechanisms international
actors can influence domestic polices. The analysis is based on extensive primary
research the author conducted in four languages in the Czech Republic, Poland, Russia
and Ukraine.
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