Bookmark File PDF Stalin A Biography

Stalin A Biography
Life in Stalin's Soviet Union is a collaborative work in which some of the leading scholars in the field shed light on various aspects
of daily life for Soviet citizens. Split into three parts which focus on 'Food, Health and Leisure', the 'Lived Experience' and 'Religion
and Ideology', the book is comprised of chapters covering a range of important subjects, including: * Food * Health and Housing *
Sex and Gender * Education * Religion (Christianity, Islam and Judaism) * Sport and Leisure * Festivals There is detailed analysis
of urban and rural life, as well as explorations of life in the gulag, life as a peasant, life in the military and what it was like to be
disabled in Stalin's Russia. The book also engages with the wider Soviet Union wherever possible to ensure the most in-depth
discussion of life, in all its minutiae, under Stalin. This is a vitally important book for any student of Stalin's Russia keen to know
more about the human history of this complex period of dictatorship.
Joseph Stalin exercised supreme power in the Soviet Union from 1929 until his death in 1953. During that quarter-century he
casued the imprisonment and execution of no fewer than a million Soviet citizens per year. Millions more were victims of famine
directly resulting from Stalin's policies. What drove him toward such ruthlessness? This biography offers an unprecedented, finegrained portrait of Stalin the man and dictator.
This biography presents the enigmatic and extraordinary life of Stalin and explains why and how he became one of the most
powerful Communist leaders of his time. Through recently uncovered research material and Stalin¿s archives in Moscow,
Kuromiya analyzes how and why Stalin was rare, even unique politician who literally lived by politics alone. He further analyses
how Stalin understood psychology or human relations well and how he used this understanding in his poltical reign and terror.
Kuromiya provides a convincing, concise and up-to-date analysis of Stalin¿s political life. Profile in Power Series In recent years
historians have been preoccupied with broad questions of structure and process, and many have become suspicious of biography
and the `Great Man'''' approach to history. On the other hand many students and readers continue to be drawn to history by an
interest in individuals. This ambitious and wide-ranging series provides critical studies of key figures in international political history
since 1500. The books are not biographies, though inevitably they contain much biographical material; rather they are succinct
interpretative essays, analysing the major features of the career within the context of its own time.
A work eighty years in the making, Leon Trotsky's unfinished masterpiece: Stalin.
"Reference notes": p. 126-128.
Chronicles the youth, rise to power, and dictatorial reign of the Soviet Union's Joseph Stalin.

In these pages, Stalin's psychology is fully revealed, every atom of his madness explored, every twist of his homicidal
logic followed to its ruthless conclusion.
âe~Compassionate and compelling, this is not a political story but a quest for love in the heart of darknessâe(tm) Simon
Sebag Montefiore âe~A biography on an epic scale, with a combination of tragedy and history worthy of a Russian
novelâe(tm) Independent âe~Superbly well toldâe(tm) Sunday Times Who was Svetlana Alliluyeva? A little girl, her
fatherâe(tm)s only daughter, his âeoelittle sparrowâe ; instructed to bury her secrets in her heart by her mother, who shot
herself soon after. An observer as her relatives were mercilessly killed and her first love exiled. A woman who tore
through relationships with men, joined and abandoned various religions, and became the most famous defector to the
United States. The victim of an inescapable truth: âeoeYou are Stalinâe(tm)s daughter. . . . You canâe(tm)t live your own
life. You canâe(tm)t live any life. You exist only in reference to a name.âe
Overthrowing the conventional image of Stalin as an uneducated political administrator inexplicably transformed into a
pathological killer, Robert Service reveals a more complex and fascinating story behind this notorious twentieth-century
figure. Drawing on unexplored archives and personal testimonies gathered from across Russia and Georgia, this is the
first full-scale biography of the Soviet dictator in twenty years. Service describes in unprecedented detail the first half of
Stalin's life--his childhood in Georgia as the son of a violent, drunkard father and a devoted mother; his education and
religious training; and his political activity as a young revolutionary. No mere messenger for Lenin, Stalin was a prominent
activist long before the Russian Revolution. Equally compelling is the depiction of Stalin as Soviet leader. Service recasts
the image of Stalin as unimpeded despot; his control was not limitless. And his conviction that enemies surrounded him
was not entirely unfounded. Stalin was not just a vengeful dictator but also a man fascinated by ideas and a voracious
reader of Marxist doctrine and Russian and Georgian literature as well as an internationalist committed to seeing Russia
assume a powerful role on the world stage. In examining the multidimensional legacy of Stalin, Service helps explain why
later would-be reformers--such as Khrushchev and Gorbachev--found the Stalinist legacy surprisingly hard to dislodge.
Rather than diminishing the horrors of Stalinism, this is an account all the more disturbing for presenting a believable
human portrait. Service's lifetime engagement with Soviet Russia has resulted in the most comprehensive and
compelling portrayal of Stalin to date.
This revelatory account unveils how Stalin became Stalin, examining his shadowy journey from obscurity to power—from
master historian Simon Sebag Montefiore. Based on ten years of research, Young Stalin—companion to the prizewinning
Stalin: The Court of the Red Tsar—is a brilliant prehistory of the USSR, a chronicle of the Revolution, and an intimate
biography. Montefiore tells the story of a charismatic, darkly turbulent boy born into poverty, scarred by his upbringing but
possessed of unusual talents. Admired as a romantic poet and trained as a priest, he found his true mission as a
murderous revolutionary. Here is the dramatic story of his friendships and hatreds, his many love affairs, his complicated
relationship with the Tsarist secret police, and how he became the merciless politician who shaped the Soviet Empire in
his own brutal image. Described by The New York Times as "a meticulously researched, autoritative biography," Young
Stalin is essential reading for anyone interested in Russian history. Winner of the Costa Book Award for Biography A
Christian Science Monitor and Seattle Times Best Book of the Year
Reveals the more personal side of the Machiavellian mastermind who not only orchestrated the Great Terror but also
forged the USSR into a world power
A comprehensive overview of twentieth-century Russian history that treats the years from 1917 to 2000 as a single
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period and analyses the peculiar mixture of political, economic and social ingredients that made up the Soviet compound.
It takes the reader from the age of communist rule to the changes that occurred in 1991 and the more uncertain world of
Yeltsin and Putin.
Filled with fresh insights and information, this biography the first Soviet leader delves deeply into this heavily mythologized life to show why
he was so feared, respected, and loved in Russia.
Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin (born Ioseb Besarionis dz? Jugashvili; 18 December [O.S. 6 December] 1878 – 5 March 1953) was a Georgian
revolutionary and Soviet politician who ruled the Soviet Union from the mid-1920s until his death in 1953.
Stalin did not act alone. The mass executions, the mock trials, the betrayals and purges, the jailings and secret torture that ravaged the
Soviet Union during the three decades of Stalin’s dictatorship, were the result of a tight network of trusted henchmen (and women), spies,
psychopaths, and thugs. At the top of this pyramid of terror sat five indispensable hangmen who presided over the various incarnations of
Stalin’s secret police. Now, in his harrowing new book, Donald Rayfield probes the lives, the minds, the twisted careers, and the unpunished
crimes of Stalin’s loyal assassins. Founded by Feliks Dzierzynski, the Cheka–the Extraordinary Commission–came to life in the first years of
the Russian Revolution. Spreading fear in a time of chaos, the Cheka proved a perfect instrument for Stalin’s ruthless consolidation of power.
But brutal as it was, the Cheka under Dzierzynski was amateurish compared to the well-oiled killing machines that succeeded it. Genrikh
Iagoda’s OGPU specialized in political assassination, propaganda, and the manipulation of foreign intellectuals. Later, the NKVD recruited a
new generation of torturers. Starting in 1938, terror mastermind Lavrenti Beria brought violent repression to a new height of ingenuity and
sadism. As Rayfield shows, Stalin and his henchmen worked relentlessly to coerce and suborn leading Soviet intellectuals, artists, writers,
lawyers, and scientists. Maxim Gorky, Aleksandr Fadeev, Alexei Tolstoi, Isaak Babel, and Osip Mandelstam were all caught in Stalin’s
web–courted, toyed with, betrayed, and then ruthlessly destroyed. In bringing to light the careers, personalities, relationships, and
“accomplishments” of Stalin’s key henchmen and their most prominent victims, Rayfield creates a chilling drama of the intersection of
political fanaticism, personal vulnerability, and blind lust for power spanning half a century. Though Beria lost his power–and his life–after
Stalin’s death in 1953, the fundamental methods of the hangmen maintained their grip into the second half of the twentieth century. Indeed,
Rayfield argues, the tradition of terror, far from disappearing, has emerged with renewed vitality under Vladimir Putin. Written with grace,
passion, and a dazzling command of the intricacies of Soviet politics and society, Stalin and the Hangmen is a devastating indictment of the
individuals and ideology that kept Stalin in power.
Presents a new version of the life of the Soviet dictator based on recently recovered documents
Pulitzer Prize-finalist Stephen Kotkin has written the definitive biography of Joseph Stalin, from collectivization and the Great Terror to the
conflict with Hitler's Germany that is the signal event of modern world history In 1929, Joseph Stalin, having already achieved dictatorial
power over the vast Soviet Empire, formally ordered the systematic conversion of the world’s largest peasant economy into “socialist
modernity,” otherwise known as collectivization, regardless of the cost. What it cost, and what Stalin ruthlessly enacted, transformed the
country and its ruler in profound and enduring ways. Building and running a dictatorship, with life and death power over hundreds of millions,
made Stalin into the uncanny figure he became. Stephen Kotkin’s Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929–1941 is the story of how a political system
forged an unparalleled personality and vice versa. The wholesale collectivization of some 120 million peasants necessitated levels of
coercion that were extreme even for Russia, and the resulting mass starvation elicited criticism inside the party even from those Communists
committed to the eradication of capitalism. But Stalin did not flinch. By 1934, when the Soviet Union had stabilized and socialism had been
implanted in the countryside, praise for his stunning anti-capitalist success came from all quarters. Stalin, however, never forgave and never
forgot, with shocking consequences as he strove to consolidate the state with a brand new elite of young strivers like himself. Stalin’s
obsessions drove him to execute nearly a million people, including the military leadership, diplomatic and intelligence officials, and
innumerable leading lights in culture. While Stalin revived a great power, building a formidable industrialized military, the Soviet Union was
effectively alone and surrounded by perceived enemies. The quest for security would bring Soviet Communism to a shocking and improbable
pact with Nazi Germany. But that bargain would not unfold as envisioned. The lives of Stalin and Hitler, and the fates of their respective
dictatorships, drew ever closer to collision, as the world hung in the balance. Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929–1941 is a history of the world
during the build-up to its most fateful hour, from the vantage point of Stalin’s seat of power. It is a landmark achievement in the annals of
historical scholarship, and in the art of biography.
There can be no doubt that Stalin is one of the most notorious and controversial figures in history. He presents a puzzling paradox for both
psychologists and sociologists; he was simultaneously revered, feared, loved, and hated during his lifetime. So much has been written about
the life of Joseph Stalin and yet upon closer inspection, he still seems to present us with quite an enigma. His cruelty towards his political
opponents and dissidents is well known, but so are his efforts to go out of his way in lifting up the most downtrodden and desperate members
of Soviet society, giving them the chance that Tsarist Russia would not

Originally published in the Soviet Union in 1950, this Stalinist-era political book gives a unique glimpse of the man and
the era. It includes a variety of photographs of Stalin at various ages, beginning at age 15.
A comprehensive biography of the Soviet tyrant and the men and women who surrounded him focuses on the the
foundation of human, psychological, and physical supports that encouraged the dictator through the early days of
Communism, World War II, and the Great Terror, in a complex portrait of Stalin's inner and outer life. 75,000 first printing.
This new biography of Stalin offers an accessible and up-to-date representation of one of the twentieth-century’s defining
figures, as well as new insights, analysis and illumination to deepen our understanding of his actions, intentions and the
nature of the power that he wielded. Christopher Read examines Stalin’s contribution to and impact on Russian and
world events in the first half of the twentieth century. The biography brings together the avalanche of sources and
scholarship which followed the collapse of the system Stalin constructed, including the often neglected writings and
speeches of Stalin himself. In addition to a detailed narrative and analysis of Stalin’s rule, chapters also cover his early
years and humble beginnings in a small town at a remote outpost of the Russian Empire, his role in the revolution, his
relationships with Lenin, Trotsky and others in the 1920s, and his rise to become one of the most powerful figures in
human history. The book closes with an account of Stalin’s afterlife and legacy, both in the immediate aftermath of his
death and in the decades since. This concise account of Stalin’s life is the perfect introduction for students of modern
Russian history.
There can be no doubt that Stalin is one of the most notorious and controversial figures in history. He presents a puzzling
paradox for both psychologists and sociologists; he was simultaneously revered, feared, loved, and hated during his
lifetime. So much has been written about the life of Joseph Stalin and yet upon closer inspection, he still seems to
present us with quite an enigma. His cruelty towards his political opponents and dissidents is well known, but so are his
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efforts to go out of his way in lifting up the most downtrodden and desperate members of Soviet society, giving them the
chance that Tsarist Russia would not. Inside you will read about... ? A Change of Weather ? The Real Revolution Begins
? From Exile to Supreme Leader ? A Brave New Word ? Stalin’s Gambit ? Stalin Makes a Comeback ? Defending the
Capitol ? Going West Stalin is known as a brutish dictator who struck a bargain with Hitler as if he was an old friend, yet it
was this same Stalin who would almost singlehandedly save Europe from Nazi occupation. Who was Stalin? What did he
really want? In this book we explore the complexities and nuances of the living, breathing conundrum who called himself
Joseph Stalin.
Stalin is commonly considered the quintessential "vicious dictator," an iconic figure of tyranny. But almost none of his
many biographers has drawn on primary sources, eye witness accounts, Stalin’s own writings and speeches, or what
those people who met him had to say about him. This assiduously researched book is an attempt to get a little closer to
the truth. It is based on first-hand observations from every stage of his life, and it evaluates numerous shocking tropes
that were circulated by Stalin's rivals and made into our received view of his rule.
StalinA BiographyHarvard University Press
Revolutionary practitioner, theorist, factional chief, sparkling writer, ladies man (e.g., his affair with Frieda Kahlo), icon of the Revolution, antiJewish Jew, philosopher of everyday life, grand seigneur of his household, father and hunted victim, Trotsky lived a brilliant life in
extraordinary times. Robert Service draws on hitherto unexamined archives and on his profound understanding of Russian history to draw a
portrait of the man and his legacy, revealing that though his followers have represented Trotsky as a pure revolutionary soul and a powerful
intellect unjustly hounded into exile by Stalin and his henchmen. The reality is very different, as this masterful and compelling biography
reveals.
This priceless historical document by the Bolshevik leader features firsthand accounts from the top levels of the Russian revolutions of 1905
and 1917. Trotsky chronicles the struggle to consolidate a government run by workers and peasants, along with the rift between Lenin and
Stalin and its political consequences.
In his biography of Stalin, Kotkin rejects the inherited wisdom about Stalin's psychological makeup, showing us instead how Stalin's near
paranoia was fundamentally political and closely tracks the Bolshevik revolution's structural paranoia, the predicament of a Communist
regime in an overwhelmingly capitalist world, surrounded and penetrated by enemies. At the same time, Kotkin posits the impossibility of
understanding Stalin's momentous decisions outside of the context of the history of imperial Russia.
"This biography of the young Stalin is more than the story of how a revolutionary was made: it is the first serious investigation, using the full
range of Russian and Georgian archives, to explain Stalin's evolution from a romantic and idealistic youth into a hardened political operative.
Suny takes seriously the first half of Stalin's life: his intellectual development, his views on issue of nationalities and nationalism, and his role
in the Social Democratic debates of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This book narrates an almost tragic downfall; we see
Stalin transform from a poor provincial seminarian, who wrote romantic nationalist poetry, into a fearsome and brutal ruler. Many biographers
of Stalin turn to shallow psychological analysis in seeking to explain his embrace of revolution, focusing on the beatings he suffered at the
hands of his father or his hero-worship of Lenins, or sensationalizing Stalin's involvement in violent activity. Suny seeks to show Stalin in the
complex context of the oppressive tsarist police-state in which he lived and debates and party politics that animated the revolutionary circles
in which he moved. Though working from fragmentary evidence from disparate sources, Suny is able to place Stalin in his intellectual and
political context and reveal, not only a different analysis of the man's psychological and intellectual transformation, but a revisionist history of
the revolutionary movements themselves before 1917"-Copyright: 6e73a88a03b296c457583134fc2b4857
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