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Spud Learning To Fly John Van De Ruit
Marital discord and adultery, war and death, cancer and disease are recurring themes, with the relentless ticking of the
clock acting as a harbinger of greater sorrows. Concealed within are reflections of Kipling's own life, with faint glimmers of
hope and expectations of things to come.
A powerful idea has descended on 30-year old Lane Craig, a corporate gunslinger who dreams of greatness. Simple
beyond belief, powerful beyond measure, the idea won't go away. Lane knows that if managed properly, a new electronic
organism will emerge and transform the Internet and his life forever. He also knows he can't do it alone. Fortunately,
suitable partners are nearby. Best pal Johnny is a glib slacker coasting in life's fast lane. Thomas is freakishly brilliant but
has grown surly and awkward. What's he hiding? It's only the addition of hard-charging newcomer Gino that galvanizes
momentum. Will the idea triumph? Will it derail in a tumult of testosterone and alcohol? A brave face cannot mask Lane's
self-doubt and paranoia. Nor can new love interest, Cat.But as the saying goes, even paranoid people have enemies.
Especially when it comes to Internet riches. Learn more at www.theworldclicks.com.
"The best book ever written by man or woman...deserves to sell more copies than the Bible."—Rebel, Inc.
Shortlisted for Crime Writers' Association International Dagger 2019 Traumatic stress causes Inspector Albertus Beeslaar
to trade tough city policing for a backwater posting on the edge of the Kalahari Desert. But his dream of rural peace is
soon shattered when a beautiful and eccentric artist and her four-year-old daughter are found murdered on a local farm.
Brooding. Riveting. Brilliant. Deon Meyer, author of Dead at Daybreak This arresting English-language debut validates
Karin Brynard’s reputation as ‘The Afrikaans Stieg Larsson.’ An outstanding thriller. Booklist Crime fiction doesn't get
any better. Mike Nicol, author of Payback Karin Brynard has established herself as one of a handful of great thriller
writers in South Africa. Mail & Guardian
How is academia portrayed in children's literature? This Element ambitiously surveys fictional professors in texts
marketed towards children, who are overwhelmingly white and male, tending to be elderly scientists. Professors fall into
three stereotypes: the vehicle to explain scientific facts, the baffled genius, and the evil madman. By the late twentieth
century, the stereotype of the male, mad, muddlehead, called Professor SomethingDumb, is formed in humorous yet
pejorative fashion. This Element provides a publishing history of the role of academics in children's literature, questioning
the book culture which promotes the enforcement of stereotypes regarding intellectual expertise in children's media. This
title is also available, with additional material, as Open Access.
'Angela's Ashes' is the memoir of retired schoolteacher Frank McCourt. He grew up in New York in the 1930s and in
Ireland in the 1940s, in a large family, with an alcoholic father. It is a story of courage and survival against apparently
overwhelming odds.
Fourteen-year-old Archie is a Geek to his core. In the world of role-playing games, he's a Level 5 Mage, capable of
summoning the Undead. In this world, things are rather different. With no rule book to navigate Life's Big Challenges –
warring parents, a crass step-father, orc-like school bullies and crap hair – he's teetering on the brink… Then a Beautiful
Girl appears in his Geeky world… Despite the fact that the closest he's come to an encounter with a girl is painting an
Elven miniature, Archie embarks on a Daring Quest to win her heart. Geek meets girl … what could possibly go right?
More than Shakespeare, more than the invention of the railway, more than fair play, it was Empire which made Britain
into Great Britain. By the early 20th century, that Empire covered around a quarter of the earth’s surface, and embraced
more than a quarter of its inhabitants, a mass of over 500 million people. From Australian sheep farmers to African
nurses, all lived in an imperial world over which the Union Jack always fluttered, and on which it was commonly said the
sun never set. From the pirate-ridden Atlantic and Caribbean of over four centuries ago to the success of the Falklands
War, this extraordinary patchwork of territories and peoples was the creation of British ambition, ingenuity, and
enterprise.
“Dictionary, n: A malevolent literary device for cramping the growth of a language and making it hard and inelastic. This
dictionary, however, is a most useful work.” Bierce’s groundbreaking Devil’s Dictionary had a complex publication
history. Started in the mid-1800s as an irregular column in Californian newspapers under various titles, he gradually
refined the new-at-the-time idea of an irreverent set of glossary-like definitions. The final name, as we see it titled in this
work, did not appear until an 1881 column published in the periodical The San Francisco Illustrated Wasp. There were no
publications of the complete glossary in the 1800s. Not until 1906 did a portion of Bierce’s collection get published by
Doubleday, under the name The Cynic’s Word Book—the publisher not wanting to use the word “Devil” in the title, to the
great disappointment of the author. The 1906 word book only went from A to L, however, and the remainder was never
released under the compromised title. In 1911 the Devil’s Dictionary as we know it was published in complete form as
part of Bierce’s collected works (volume 7 of 12), including the remainder of the definitions from M to Z. It has been
republished a number of times, including more recent efforts where older definitions from his columns that never made it
into the original book were included. Due to the complex nature of copyright, some of those found definitions have
unclear public domain status and were not included. This edition of the book includes, however, a set of definitions
attributed to his one-and-only “Demon’s Dictionary” column, including Bierce’s classic definition of A: “the first letter in
every properly constructed alphabet.” Bierce enjoyed “quoting” his pseudonyms in his work. Most of the poetry, dramatic
scenes and stories in this book attributed to others were self-authored and do not exist outside of this work. This includes
the prolific Father Gassalasca Jape, whom he thanks in the preface—“jape” of course having the definition: “a practical
joke.” This book is a product of its time and must be approached as such. Many of the definitions hold up well today, but
some might be considered less palatable by modern readers. Regardless, the book’s humorous style is a valuable
snapshot of American culture from past centuries. This book is part of the Standard Ebooks project, which produces free
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public domain ebooks.
Ferris Bueller meets La Femme Nikita in this funny, action-packed young adult novel. Its prom nightand Perry just wants
to stick to his own plan and finally play a muchanticipatedgig with his band in the Big Apple. But when his mother makes
him take Gobija Zaksauskastheir quiet, geeky Lithuanian exchange studentto the prom, he never expects that his
ordinary high school guy life will soon turn on its head. Perry finds that Gobi is on a mission, and Perry has no other
choice but to go along for a reckless ride through Manhattans concrete grid with a trained assassin in Dads red
Jag.Infused with capers, car chases, heists, hits, henchmen, and even a bear fight, this story mixes romance, comedy,
and tragedy in a true teen coming-of-age adventureand its not over until its au revoir.This ebook includes a sample
chapter of PERRY'S KILLER PLAYLIST.
“A story of surviving and thriving with passion, compassion, wit, and style.”—Maya Angelou “In America, we have a
tradition of black writers whose autobiographies and memoirs come to define an era. . . . Buck may be this generation’s
story.”—NPR A coming-of-age story about navigating the wilds of urban America and the shrapnel of a self-destructing
family, Buck shares the story of a generation through one original and riveting voice. MK Asante was born in Zimbabwe
to American parents: his mother a dancer, his father a revered professor. But as a teenager, MK was alone on the streets
of North Philadelphia, swept up in a world of drugs, sex, and violence. MK’s memoir is an unforgettable tale of how one
precocious, confused kid educated himself through gangs, rap, mystic cults, ghetto philosophy, and, eventually, books. It
is an inspiring tribute to the power of literature to heal and redeem us.
Explores the homogenization of American culture and the impact of the fast food industry on modern-day health,
economy, politics, popular culture, entertainment, and food production.
It's South Africa 1990. Two major events are about to happen: the release of Nelson Mandela and, more importantly, it's
Spud Milton's first year at an elite boys only private school. Cursed with parents from well beyond the lunatic fringe, a
senile granny, and a dormitory full of strange characters, Spud has his hands full trying to adapt to his new home.
Surrounded by names such as Gecko, Rambo, Rain Man and Mad Dog, Spud takes his first tentative steps along the
path to manhood. (The path, it seems, could be a rather long road.) Armed with only his wits and his diary, Spud takes us
from illegal night swimming to the red-hot furnace of the cricket pitch, from ghostbusting to a catastrophic family vacation.
He also invites us into the mind of a boy struggling to come to terms with a strange new world; a boy whose eyes are
being opened to love, friendship and complete insanity.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL, AND BOSTON GLOBE BESTSELLER • One of the most acclaimed
books of our time: an unforgettable memoir about a young woman who, kept out of school, leaves her survivalist family
and goes on to earn a PhD from Cambridge University “Extraordinary . . . an act of courage and self-invention.”—The
New York Times NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK
REVIEW • ONE OF PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS OF THE YEAR • BILL GATES’S HOLIDAY
READING LIST • FINALIST: National Book Critics Circle’s Award In Autobiography and John Leonard Prize For Best
First Book • PEN/Jean Stein Book Award • Los Angeles Times Book Prize Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho,
Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream
society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s
older brothers became violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her
quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge
University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home. “Beautiful and propulsive .
. . Despite the singularity of [Westover’s] childhood, the questions her book poses are universal: How much of ourselves
should we give to those we love? And how much must we betray them to grow up?”—Vogue NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • O: The Oprah Magazine • Time • NPR • Good Morning
America • San Francisco Chronicle • The Guardian • The Economist • Financial Times • Newsday • New York Post •
theSkimm • Refinery29 • Bloomberg • Self • Real Simple • Town & Country • Bustle • Paste • Publishers Weekly •
Library Journal • LibraryReads • Book Riot • Pamela Paul, KQED • New York Public Library
This best-selling memoir from Richard Proenneke's journals and with firsthand knowledge of his subject and the setting,
Sam Keith has woven a tribute to a man who carved his masterpiece out of the beyond. To live in a pristine land
unchanged by man . . . to roam a wilderness through which few other humans has passed . . . to choose an idyllic site,
cut trees by hand, and build a log cabin. . . to be self-sufficient craftsman, making what is needed from materials
available...to be not at odds with the world, but content with one's own thoughts, dreams and company. Thousands have
had such dreams, but Richard Proenneke lived them. This book is a moving account of the day-to-day explorations and
activities Dick carried out alone....alone in the wilderness...and the constant chain of nature's events that kept him
company.
As Spud Milton continues his diabolical stagger through adolescence, he learns one of life's most important lessons:
when dealing with women and cretins, nothing is ever quite as it seems. 'I'm practically a man in most areas,' writes Spud
confidently on his sixteenth birthday. The year is 1992 and, as always in South Africa, radical change is in the air. The
country may be on the bumpy road to an uncomfortable redemption, but Spud Milton is hoping for a smooth ride as he
returns to boarding school as a senior. Instead, he discovers that his vindictive arch enemy is back to taunt him and that
a garrulous Malawian has taken residence in his dormitory, along with the regular inmates and misfits he calls friends.
Spud's world has never seemed less certain. He attempts to master Shakespeare, wrestles constantly with God and the
power of negative thinking, and develops an aversion to fried fish after a shocking discovery about his grandmother,
Wombat. Spud - Learning to Fly transports the reader on an authentic tragicomic journey, deep into the sublime and
ridiculous world of being a teenager. It is the third and penultimate instalment in the series of Spud Milton's schoolboy
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diaries, following on the best-selling Spud and Spud - The Madness Continues....
The rich have always been different from you and me, but this revealing and funny journey through “Richistan” entertainingly
shows that they are more different than ever. Richistanis have 400-foot-yachts, 30,000-square-foot homes, house staffs of more
than 100, and their own “arborists.” They’re also different from Old Money, and have torn down blue-blood institutions to build
their own shining empire. Richistan is like the best travel writing, full of colorful and interesting stories providing insights into exotic
locales. Robert Frank has been loitering on the docks of yacht marinas, pestering his way into charity balls, and schmoozing with
real estate agents selling mega-houses to capture the story of the twenty-first century’s nouveau riche: House-training the rich.
People with new wealth have to be taught how to act like, well, proper rich people. Just in the nick of time, there’s been a boom in
the number of newly trained butlers—“household managers”—who will serve just the right cabernet when a Richistani’s new
buddies from Palm Beach stop by. “My boat is bigger than your boat.” Only in Richistan would a 100-foot-boat be considered a
dinghy. Personal pleasure craft have started to rival navy destroyers in size and speed. Richistan is also a place where friends
make fun of those misers who buy the new girlfriend a mere Mercedes SLK. “You want my money? Prove that you’re helping the
needy!” Richistanis are not only consuming like crazy, they’re also shaking up the establishment’s bureaucratic, slow-moving
charity network, making lean, results-oriented philanthropy an important new driving force. Move over, Christian Coalition.
Richistanis are more Democratic than Republican, “fed up and not going to take it anymore,” and willing to spend millions to get
progressive-oriented politicians elected. “My name is Mike and I’m rich.” Think that money is the answer? Think again as Robert
Frank explores the emotional complexities of wealth. And, as Robert Frank reveals, there is not one Richistan but three: Lower,
Middle, and Upper, each of which has its own levels and distinctions of wealth —the haves and the have-mores. The influence of
Richistan and the Richistanis extends well beyond the almost ten million households that make up its population, as the nonstop
quest for status and an insatiable demand for luxury goods reshapes the entire American economy.
If evolutionary theory is correct, what does that say about creator God? Ever since the famous debate on Darwinism between
Huxley and Wilberforce in 1860, there has been little real conversation between the scientific community and much of the Christian
world. This book offers the prospect of reconciliation between what are seen as two opposing worldviews. With remarkable insight
and skill, Foster shows that most evolutionary theory and its consequences are easily reconciled with Christian orthodoxy and
explores the ethical problems of natural selection in a fresh and invigorating way. Charles Foster insists on getting to the heart of
the topic and succeeds through a scientific and biblical analysis that is second to none. The Selfless Gene has the potential to
become required reading for theologians and laypeople alike.
Embrace off-grid green living with the bestselling classic guide to a more sustainable way of life, now with a brand new foreword
from Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall. John Seymour has inspired thousands to make more responsible, enriching, and eco-friendly
choices with his advice on living sustainably. The New Complete Book of Self-Sufficiency offers step-by-step instructions on
everything from chopping trees to harnessing solar power; from growing fruit and vegetables, and preserving and pickling your
harvest, to baking bread, brewing beer, and making cheese. Seymour shows you how to live off the land, running your own
smallholding or homestead, keeping chickens, and raising (and butchering) livestock. In a world of mass production, intensive
farming, and food miles, Seymour's words offer an alternative: a celebration of the joy of investing time, labour, and love into the
things we need. While we aren't all be able to move to the countryside, we can appreciate the need to eat food that has been
grown ethically or create things we can cherish, using skills that have been handed down through generations. With refreshed,
retro-style illustrations and a brand-new foreword by Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, this new edition of Seymour's classic title is a
balm for anyone who has ever sought solace away from the madness of modern life.
Describes freshwater and saltwater fly fishing equipment, techniques, and species, and includes diagrams, photographs, and
charts
An extraordinary book, which will delight some readers, as its cynicism--or realism--will offend others. Each poem is an
autobiographical epitaph of the residents of Spoon River, a fictional small town named after a town near the author's home town,
which endeavors to reveal life in rural America.
Throughout history, many people have escaped to nature either permanently or temporarily to rest and recharge. Richard L.
Proenneke, a modern-day Henry David Thoreau, is no exception. Proenneke built a cabin in Twin Lakes, Alaska in 1968 and
began thirty years of personal growth, which he spent growing more connected to the wilderness in which he lived. This guide
through Proenneke’s memories follows the journey that began with One Man’s Wilderness, which contains some of Proenneke’s
journals. It continues the story and reflections of this mountain man and his time in Alaska. The editor, John Branson, was a
longtime friend of Proenneke’s and a park historian. He takes care that Proenneke’s journals from 1974-1980 are kept exactly as
the author wrote them. Branson’s footnotes give a background and a new understanding to the reader without detracting from
Proenneke’s style. Anyone with an interest in conservation and genuine wilderness narratives will surely enjoy and treasure this
book.
In J. L. Carr’s deeply charged poetic novel, Tom Birkin, a veteran of the Great War and a broken marriage, arrives in the remote
Yorkshire village of Oxgodby where he is to restore a recently discovered medieval mural in the local church. Living in the bell
tower, surrounded by the resplendent countryside of high summer, and laboring each day to uncover an anonymous painter’s
depiction of the apocalypse, Birkin finds that he himself has been restored to a new, and hopeful, attachment to life. But summer
ends, and with the work done, Birkin must leave. Now, long after, as he reflects on the passage of time and the power of art, he
finds in his memories some consolation for all that has been lost.
Spud - Learning to FlyPenguin Random House South Africa
Why does Skippy, a fourteen-year-old boy at Dublin's venerable Seabrook College, end up dead on the floor of the local doughnut
shop? Could it have something to do with his friend Ruprecht Van Doren, an overweight genius who is determined to open a portal
into a parallel universe using ten-dimensional string theory? Could it involve Carl, the teenage drug dealer and borderline
psychotic who is Skippy's rival in love? Or could "the Automator"—the ruthless, smooth-talking headmaster intent on modernizing
the school—have something to hide? Why Skippy dies and what happens next is the subject of this dazzling and uproarious novel,
unraveling a mystery that links the boys of Seabrook College to their parents and teachers in ways nobody could have imagined.
With a cast of characters that ranges from hip-hop-loving fourteen-year-old Eoin "MC Sexecutioner" Flynn to basketballplaying
midget Philip Kilfether, packed with questions and answers on everything from Ritalin, to M-theory, to bungee jumping, to the
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hidden meaning of the poetry of Robert Frost, Skippy Dies is a heartfelt, hilarious portrait of the pain, joy, and occasional beauty of
adolescence, and a tragic depiction of a world always happy to sacrifice its weakest members. As the twenty-first century enters its
teenage years, this is a breathtaking novel from a young writer who will come to define his generation.
Frightful the Falcon tells her own story since leaving her partner, Sam Gribley. With no idea how to migrate, mate, or be a mother,
will Frightful beat the odds of famine, winter, and human destruction?
Bestselling and Newbery Medal-winning author Louis Sachar knows how to make readers laugh. And there are laughs galore in
perennial favorite Sideways Stories from Wayside School, now available for the first time in ebook format! Accidentally built
sideways and standing thirty stories high (the builder said he was very sorry for the mistake), Wayside School has some of the
wackiest classes in town, especially on the thirtieth floor. That’s where you’ll meet Bebe, the fastest draw in art class; John, who
only reads upside down; Myron, the best class president, ever; and Sammy, the new kid—he’s a real rat. More than nine million
readers have laughed at the wacky stories of Wayside School. So what are you waiting for? Come visit Wayside School!
The year is 1991, and Spud Milton's long walk to manhood is still creeping along at an unnervingly slow pace. Approaching the
ripe old age of fifteen and still with no signs of the much anticipated ball-drop, Spud is coming to terms with the fact that he may
well be a freak of nature. With a mother hell-bent on emigrating, a father making a killing out of selling homemade moonshine, and
a demented grandmother called Wombat, the new year seems to offer little except extreme embarrassment and more mortifying
Milton madness. But Spud is returning to a boarding school where he is no longer the youngest or the smallest. His dormitory
mates, known as the Crazy Eight, have an unusual new member and his house has a new clutch of first years (the Normal Seven).
If Spud thinks his second year will be a breeze, however, he is seriously mistaken. He is soon beset with women trouble, coerced
into misguided late-night adventures, and finds his dreams of a famous career on the stage in tatters after landing the part of the
Dove of Peace in a disastrous house play production of Noah's Ark. Hilarious, bitter-sweet, tragic and real, join Spud as he takes
another tentative step forward while all around him the madness continues ... This is the second book in the record-breaking Spud
series and the sequel to Spud. The third title is Spud - Learning to Fly.
Valjean thought about how impossible it seemed that there was another world out there from which he had narrowly escaped. A
world of manticores and cave fiends, magic swords and potions, spirit mages and necromancers. Wizard-monks who could shatter
walls with their fists, a city of colored spires so beautiful it took his breath away . . . and a world in which Val's brothers were still
trapped. Desperate to help his brothers, high-powered attorney Val Blackwood manages to find a way to return to the world of
Urfe. After landing in the dangerous underbelly of New Victoria, he concludes that the only way to find Will and Caleb is to enroll in
the Abbey-the school for wizards-and somehow gain access to a portal called the Pool of Souls. Yet to succeed, he not only has to
pass the entrance exam and survive the rigors of the school, considered the most demanding in all the Realm, but also avoid a
lethal assassin targeting students. As Val struggles to survive, his brothers undergo an even deadlier trial. Reeling from the loss of
Mala, an adventuress lost in the mysterious Place Between Worlds, Will and Caleb and Yasmina are captured by slavers and
taken to the mines beneath Fellengard Mountain. Even if they manage to escape, a feat no one has ever accomplished, they must
still find their way out of the vast and untamed caverns of the Darklands. A place even the wizards fear. Trapped in a land of
dreams and nightmares, the brothers must somehow stay alive and learn to adapt to their new surroundings-or risk losing their
home world forever.
John Burroughs was born April 3, 1837, near the town of Roxbury in the Catskill Mountains. Growing up on his parents' farm, he
absorbed much of the nature and country life that he would later write about in his many volumes. He taught briefly, married, and
during the Civil War settled in Washington, D.C. where he obtained a job as a clerk in the Treasury Department. It was during his
nine years in Washington that he published his first book, Wake-Robin. In 1873 he returned to New York State and established his
home "Riverby" on the west bank of the Hudson River at West Park. He began fruit farming and continued to write, publishing a
new book about every two years.
In a book with foldout pages, Monica's father fulfills her request for the moon by taking it down after it is small enough to carry, but
it continues to change in size.
"Two hours ago, when I walked into this school for the first time, the sun was shining, the birds were singing and, apart from a knot
in my guts the size of Tasmania, life was great. Now, here I am, locked in the stationery cupboard." Rowena wants to be friends
but the other kids don't. Is it because she's just stuffed a frog into Darryn Peck's mouth? Or is it because of her Dad? Rejacketed
with brilliant new covers, Morris Gleitzman's hilarious and heartwarming stories are more popular than ever!
Featuring David Sedaris's unique blend of hilarity and heart, this new collection of keen-eyed animal-themed tales is an utter delight. Though
the characters may not be human, the situations in these stories bear an uncanny resemblance to the insanity of everyday life. In "The Toad,
the Turtle, and the Duck," three strangers commiserate about animal bureaucracy while waiting in a complaint line. In "Hello Kitty," a cynical
feline struggles to sit through his prison-mandated AA meetings. In "The Squirrel and the Chipmunk," a pair of star-crossed lovers is
separated by prejudiced family members. With original illustrations by Ian Falconer, author of the bestselling Olivia series of children's books,
these stories are David Sedaris at his most observant, poignant, and surprising.
Conor Broekhart was born to fly. It is the 1890s, and Conor and his family live on the sovereign Saltee Islands, off the Irish coast. Conor
spends his days studying the science of flight with his tutor and exploring the castle with the king's daughter, Princess Isabella. But the boy's
idyllic life changes forever the day he discovers a deadly conspiracy against the king.
1. A new science / 2. A hypersonic research airplane / 3. Conflict and innovation / 4. The million-horsepower engine / 5. High range and dry
lakes / 6. Preparations / 7. The flight program / 8. The research program.
Invites readers to change their perceptions about illness in order to understand disease as an essential component of the evolutionary
process, citing the role of such malaises as diabetes, STDs, and the Avian Bird Flu in protecting the survival of the human race. (Health &
Fitness)
All the foul favourites from the Horrible Histories series presented in a blood-curdling box with flip-top lid. Contains twenty books and includes
the Rotten Romans, Terrible Tudors and Awesome Egyptians.
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