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It is June 1815 and an Anglo-led Allied army under the Duke of Wellington’s command and Gebhard Leberecht von Blücher is set
to face Napoleon Boneparte near Waterloo in present-day Belgium. What happens next is well known to any student of history: the
two armies of the Seventh Coalition defeated Bonaparte in a battle that resulted in the end of his reign and of the First French
Empire. But the outcome could have been very different, as Peter Tsouras demonstrates in this thought-provoking and highly
readable alternate history of the fateful battle. By introducing minor – but realistic – adjustments, Tsouras presents a scenario in
which the course of the battle runs quite differently, which in turn sets in motion new and unexpected possibilities. Cleverly
conceived and expertly executed, this is alternate history at its best.
This dictionary is part of the Oxford Reference Collection: using sustainable print-on-demand technology to make the acclaimed
backlist of the Oxford Reference programme perennially available in hardback format. An engrossing guide to English folklore and
traditions, with over 1,250 entries. Folklore is connected to virtually every aspect of life, part of the country, age group, and
occupation. From the bizarre to the seemingly mundane, it is as much a feature of the modern technological age as of the ancient
world. BL Oral and Performance genres-Cheese rolling, Morris dancing, Well-dressingEL BL Superstitions-Charms, Rainbows,
WishbonesEL BL Characters-Cinderella, Father Christmas, Robin Hood, Dick WhittingtonEL BL Supernatural Beliefs-Devil's
hoofprints, Fairy rings, Frog showersEL BL Calendar Customs-April Fool's Day, Helston Furry Day, Valentine's DayEL
None can escape the judgement of Nemesis. 390BC. A winter has passed since the Gauls crossed the mountains to crush an
Etruscan army outside Clusium. Now, determined to avenge a death by the hand of a Roman observer, Brennus plans a terrible
revenge. Confident in the might of their arms, the Romans march to drive away the threat. But the battle goes horribly wrong.
Overwhelmed by the ferocious brutality of the Senone warriors, the citizen army is routed. Defenceless, Rome faces the
judgement of the goddess Nemesis, and as the mournful howl of barbarian war horns draw closer, the druid Catumanda begins to
understand the odyssey may cost her life... The epic tale of the first sack of Rome reaches its climactic conclusion. A thrilling tale
perfect for fans of Simon Scarrow and S.J.A. Turney.
Beowulf's presence on the popular cultural radar has increased in the past two decades, coincident with cultural crisis and change.
Why? By way of a fusion of cultural studies, adaptation theory, and monster theory, Beowulf's Popular Afterlife examines a wide
range of Anglo-American retellings and appropriations found in literary texts, comic books, and film. The most remarkable feature
of popular adaptations of the poem is that its monsters, frequently victims of organized militarism, male aggression, or social
injustice, are provided with strong motives for their retaliatory brutality. Popular adaptations invert the heroic ideology of the poem,
and monsters are not only created by powerful men but are projections of their own pathological behavior. At the same time there
is no question that the monsters created by human malfeasance must be eradicated.
The image of a giant sword melting stands at the structural and thematic heart of the Old English heroic poem Beowulf. This
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meticulously researched book investigates the nature and significance of this golden-hilted weapon and its likely relatives within
Beowulf and beyond, drawing on the fields of Old English and Old Norse language and literature, liturgy, archaeology, astronomy,
folklore and comparative mythology.In Part I, Pettit explores the complex of connotations surrounding this image (from icicles to
candles and crosses) by examining a range of medieval sources, and argues that the giant sword may function as a visual motif in
which pre-Christian Germanic concepts and prominent Christian symbols coalesce.In Part II, Pettit investigates the broader
Germanic background to this image, especially in relation to the god Ing/Yngvi-Freyr, and explores the capacity of myths to recur
and endure across time. Drawing on an eclectic range of narrative and linguistic evidence from Northern European texts, and on
archaeological discoveries, Pettit suggests that the image of the giant sword, and the characters and events associated with it,
may reflect an elemental struggle between the sun and the moon, articulated through an underlying myth about the theft and
repossession of sunlight.The Waning Sword: Conversion Imagery and Celestial Myth in 'Beowulf' is a welcome contribution to the
overlapping fields of Beowulf-scholarship, Old Norse-Icelandic literature and Germanic philology. Not only does it present a wealth
of new readings that shed light on the craft of the Beowulf-poet and inform our understanding of the poem's major episodes and
themes; it further highlights the merits of adopting an interdisciplinary approach alongside a comparative vantage point. As such,
The Waning Sword will be compelling reading for Beowulf-scholars and for a wider audience of medievalists. This work was
published by Saint Philip Street Press pursuant to a Creative Commons license permitting commercial use. All rights not granted
by the work's license are retained by the author or authors.
PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED UNDER THE TITLE TERROR GALLICUS The war to decide the destiny of a continent. The spark
was struck in the sacred grove of an unremarkable clan in Gaul. The struggle that followed lasted for centuries, and shapes us still.
390s BC. Led by Brennus, a warlord without a past, the Senone tribe undertake a remarkable trek. 80,000 strong, they brave
primeval forest, shadowy assassins and Alpine peaks to settle the rich lands of Italia. On the island of Albion, a young druid is
driven by terrifying dreams to undertake a quest of her own. A Roman general witnesses the Gauls crush an Etruscan army using
a deadly combination of guile and ferocity. Can he awaken the Senate from its torpor and save the city from catastrophe? In an
epic tale of friendship, heroism and betrayal, war sweeps the ancient world as two civilisations vie for ascendancy. Perfect for fans
of Conn Iggulden and Ben Kane.
As the cataclysmic events unfold at Ravenswood, Beowulf is left fighting his own very personal war against the forces of Hel.
Finally cured with the help of the wizard Asgrim, Beowulf and the men of his comitatus gather their forces and travel to Heorot to
finally confront the monster, Grendel. In a journey which sweeps across the north, from the depths of the great Swedish forests
and the marshes of Frisland to the gentle hills surrounding Sutton Hoo, Beowulf finally discovers that killing Grendel was not his
sternest test after all. Woden has one more, even more powerful fiend to confront as the Gods vie for ascendancy over middle
earth. Sword of Woden, Monsters, is the conclusion of a trilogy of novels which seek to tell the early life story of Beowulf and his
clan, the Swertings.
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Myths of the Norsemen From the Eddas and Sagas by Hélène Adeline Guerber was first published in 1909. It was one of several
books the author wrote on ancient mythology. This book includes fragments of poetry and stories from the epic legends and sagas
from Icelandic literature. Chapters include; Odin; Frigga; Thor; Tyr; Bragi; Idun; Niörd; Frey; Freya; Uller; Forseti; Heimdall;
Hermod; Vidar; Vali; The Norns; The Valkyrs; Hel; Ægir; Balder; Loki; The Giants; The Dwarfs; The Elves; The Sigurd Saga; The
Frithiof Saga; and, The Twilight of the Gods. Full subject list.
THE Druids boasted a faith which appears to have been as imbued with life as that of any ancient or modern religious system.
although little is known generally about it.Although their religion was polytheistic in character the Druids recognized a supremacy
among the gods, this Supreme being represented by the sun. Next in point Of rank came the lesser divinities, who were
symbolized by the moon and stars, and. in course of time. all the celestial bodies were venerated with divine honors. This
characteristic was not more marked in Druidism than in other religions of a like nature where the elements were venerated. The
sun as sun was not worshiped. The arch-god was Be'l, whose glory was manifested in the sun, and in singing hymns to the
luminous orb they manifested their worship to the Supreme and not to the emblem. paying their adoration to what they regarded
as the supreme power and eternal being.It was doubtless this veneration of the celestial bodies which laid the foundation of the
knowledge possessed by the Druids of astronomical science. to which Czesar and other writers have borne testimony. They were
certainly in possession of sufficient knowledge of the motion of heavenly bodies to enable them to fix definite times for their
festivals and religious ceremonies, all of which were regulated by the sun and moon, and to calculate on a thirty-year cycle of lunar
years in which the month began at the Sixth day. In common with the Gauls, Teutons, and Jews, they reckoned time from evening
to morning
8th Century Sweden: Erlan Aurvandil, a Viking outlander, has pledged his sword to Sviggar Ivarsson, King of the Sveärs, and
sworn enemy of the Danish king Harald Wartooth. But Wartooth, hungry for power, is stirring violence in the borderlands. As the
fires of this ancient feud are reignited Erlan is bound by honour and oath to stand with King Sviggar. But, unbeknownst to the old
King his daughter, Princess Lilla, has fallen under Erlan's spell. As the armies gather Erlan and Lilla must choose between their
duty to Sviggar and their love for each other. Blooded young, betrayed often, Erlan is no stranger to battle. And hidden in the
shadows, there are always those determined to bring about the maelstrom of war.
This book collects together the academic and popular articles which have been published on the author's 'Arthurian Resources'
website -- www.arthuriana.co.uk -- between 1998 and 2009.Praise for Thomas Green's 'Concepts of Arthur' (Tempus,
2007)'Valuable to anyone studying the Arthurian legend... vigorous and comprehensive' [Speculum, the Journal of the Medieval
Academy of America]'Concepts of Arthur is that rare thing: a book that offers an original and refocused view of the nature of
Arthur... I cannot fault or praise highly enough his respectful handling of British myth' [Arthuriana, the Journal of Arthurian
Studies]'Demanding but very important' [Simon Young, author of 'AD 500']
Geatland in the first decades of the sixth century was an island of peace amidst the upheaval which marked the death throes of
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the Roman Empire in the West. Under the benevolent rule of King Hrethel and his sons the King's grandchild, Beowulf, the only
child of his daughter, is carefully groomed by the family in the skills and duties of the warrior elite. As Beowulf reaches adulthood a
death suddenly tears the family apart. Torn between family loyalties and the freshly sworn demands of his warrior code, Beowulf
must choose between those he loves and his personal ambition as the dynasty begins to tear itself apart. Sensing weakness the
Geats most feared enemy appears on their northern border and Beowulf must fight his first desperate battle to save the Kingdom.
Skilfully interwoven into the fabric of the old English poem we know as 'Beowulf' lies the tale of a great but ultimately doomed
people, the Geats. It is a tale of decay and renewal as the old order is swept away and the new nations of Europe struggle to
emerge from the ensuing chaos in an age when it was common for Kings to die in battle. Sword of Woden, Sorrow Hill, is the first
in a trilogy of novels which seek to unravel the threads contained within the original poem by recounting the early life story of
Beowulf and his family.
Sorrow HillThe Saga of Beowulf EcgtheowsonCreateSpace
Tells the stories of a man who slept for twenty years, ghosts, a miser, the devil, and pirates
In the early days of exploration of prehistoric relics little care was bestowed on discriminating the several layers of deposit through
which the spade cut, and what was found was thrown up into a common heap, and little account was taken as to the depths at
which the several deposits lay. I had the chance in 1892 of visiting La Laugerie Basse on the Vezere in company with Dr Massenat
and M. Philibert Lalande, who conducted the exploration after MM. Christy and Lartet had abandoned the field. They had to carry
on the work with very limited means, but they arrived, nevertheless, at conclusions which had escaped the earlier explorers.Ê
This is the extended and annotated edition including * an extensive annotation of almost 10.000 words about the oracles in religion
* an interactive table-of-contents * perfect formatting for electronic reading devices THE Sibyls occupy a conspicuous place in the
traditions and history of ancient Greece and Rome. Their fame was spread abroad long before the beginning of the Christian era.
Heraclitus of Ephesus, five centuries before Christ, compared himself to the Sibyl "who, speaking with inspired mouth, without a
smile, without ornament, and without perfume, penetrates through centuries by the power of the gods." The ancient traditions vary
in reporting the number and the names of these weird prophetesses, and much of what has been handed down to us is legendary.
But whatever opinion one may hold respecting the various legends, there can be little doubt that a collection of Sibylline Oracles
was at one time preserved at Rome. There are, moreover, various oracles, purporting to have been written by ancient Sibyls,
found in the writings of Pausanias, Plutarch, Livy, and in other Greek and Latin authors. Whether any of these citations formed a
portion of the Sibylline books once kept in Rome we cannot now determine; but the Roman capitol was destroyed by fire in the
time of Sulla (B. C. 84), and again in the time of Vespasian (A. D. 69), and whatever books were at those dates kept therein
doubtless perished in the flames. It is said by some of the ancients that a subsequent collection of oracles was made, but, if so,
there is now no certainty that any fragments of them remain.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This
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work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this
work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience,
this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-toread typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge
alive and relevant.
Geatland – Late Summer 517 AD Fresh from the desperate defence of the Northern borders of the Kingdom, Beowulf is appointed by King
Hythcyn to lead the greatest ship army in the history of his people, carrying fire and sword to the 'Black Heart' of their enemies. But all is not
as it seems. Hythcyn's actions have thrust a flaming brand into the delicate balance of power in the Scandinavian lands, setting a series of
events in motion which quickly spiral out of control. As Beowulf begins to understand that the Allfather is carefully grooming him to confront
the Grendel, a mysterious affliction begins to cast its long dark shadow across his soul, causing him to fear for his sanity. In an enthralling tale
of brutal battles, love and betrayal, Beowulf and his closest kin are swept up by the storm and scattered to the winds. From the mountainous
rollers of the North Atlantic to the frozen forests of Swede Land and the bloody temple at Uppsala, Beowulf and his fellow exiles, the
Wraeccan, gather their strength and prepare to confront King Hythcyn in the final battle for Geatland.
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