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Smart Baseball The Story Behind The Old Stats That Are Ruining The Game
The New Ones That Are Running It And The Right Way To Think About
Baseball
A collection of essays which "describe developments in the game's past, assess their impact, and explain how they reflect the period in which
they occurred; ... explore baseball's influences outside the field of play as well as the effect of external factors on the game; ... [and] discuss
such key issues as demographics, communities, social mobility, race and ethnicity."--Cover.
With its three-hour-long contests, 162-game seasons, and countless measurable variables, baseball is a sport which lends itself to self-
reflection and obsessive analysis. It's a thinking game. It's also a shifting game. Nowhere is this more evident than in the statistical revolution
which has swept through the pastime in recent years, bringing metrics like WAR, OPS, and BABIP into front offices and living rooms alike. So
what's on the horizon for a game that is constantly evolving? Positioned at the crossroads of sabermetrics and cognitive science, The Shift
alters the trajectory of both traditional and analytics-based baseball thought. With a background in clinical psychology as well as experience
in major league front offices, Baseball Prospectus' Russell Carleton illuminates advanced statistics and challenges cultural assumptions,
demonstrating along the way that data and logic need not be at odds with the human elements of baseball—in fact, they're inextricably
intertwined. Covering topics ranging from infield shifts to paradigm shifts, Carleton writes with verve, honesty, and an engaging style, inviting
all those who love the game to examine it deeply and maybe a little differently. Data becomes digestible; intangibles are rendered not only
accessible, but quantifiable. Casual fans and statheads alike will not want to miss this compelling meditation on what makes baseball tick.
MLB Network host and commentator Brian Kenny uses stories from baseball's present and past to examine why we sometimes choose
ignorance over information, and how tradition can trump logic, even when directly contradicted by evidence.
Broken up into sections (pitching, fielding, hitting), this authoritative yet fun and easy guide will help readers young and old fully understand
and comprehend the statistics that are the present and future of our national pastime. We all know what a .300 hitter looks like. The same
with a 20-game winner. Those numbers are ingrained in our brains. But do they mean as much as we think? Do we feel the same way when
we hear a batter has a .390 wOBA? How about a pitcher with a 1.2 WHIP? These statistics are the future of modern baseball, and no fan
should be in the dark about how these metrics apply to the game. In the last twenty years, an avalanche of analytics has taken over the way
the game is played, managed, and assessed, but the statistics that drive the sport (metrics like wRC+, FIP, and WAR, just to name a few)
read like alphabet soup to a large number of fans who still think batting average, RBIs, and wins are the best barometers for baseball players.
In A Fan’s Guide to Baseball Analytics, MLB.com reporter and columnist Anthony Castrovince has taken on the role as explainer to help
such fans understand why the old stats don’t always add up. Readers will also learn where these modern stats came from, what they
convey, and how to use them to evaluate players of the present, past, and future. For instance, what if we told you that when Joe DiMaggio
had his famous 56-game hitting streak in 1941, helping him win the AL MVP, that there was, perhaps, someone more deserving? In fact, the
great Ted Williams actually had a higher fWAR, bWAR, wRC+, OPS, OPS+, ISO, RC . . . well, you get the picture. So, streak or no streak,
Williams should have been league MVP. An introductory course on sabermetrics, A Fan’s Guide to Baseball Analytics is an easily digestible
resource that readers can keep turning back to when they see a modern metric referenced in today’s baseball coverage.
New York Times Bestseller After twenty consecutive losing seasons for the Pittsburgh Pirates, team morale was low, the club's payroll ranked
near the bottom of the sport, game attendance was down, and the city was becoming increasingly disenchanted with its team. Pittsburghers
joked their town was the city of champions...and the Pirates. Big Data Baseball is the story of how the 2013 Pirates, mired in the longest
losing streak in North American pro sports history, adopted drastic big-data strategies to end the drought, make the playoffs, and turn around
the franchise's fortunes. Award-winning journalist Travis Sawchik takes you behind the scenes to expertly weave together the stories of the
key figures who changed the way the small-market Pirates played the game. For manager Clint Hurdle and the front office staff to save their
jobs, they could not rely on a free agent spending spree, instead they had to improve the sum of their parts and find hidden value. They had
to change. From Hurdle shedding his old-school ways to work closely with Neal Huntington, the forward-thinking data-driven GM and his
team of talented analysts; to pitchers like A. J. Burnett and Gerrit Cole changing what and where they threw; to Russell Martin, the
undervalued catcher whose expert use of the nearly-invisible skill of pitch framing helped the team's pitchers turn more balls into strikes; to
Clint Barmes, a solid shortstop and one of the early adopters of the unconventional on-field shift which forced the entire infield to realign into
positions they never stood in before. Under Hurdle's leadership, a culture of collaboration and creativity flourished as he successfully blended
whiz kid analysts with graybeard coaches—a kind of symbiotic teamwork which was unique to the sport. Big Data Baseball is Moneyball on
steroids. It is an entertaining and enlightening underdog story that uses the 2013 Pirates season as the perfect lens to examine the sport's
burgeoning big-data movement. With the help of data-tracking systems like PitchF/X and TrackMan, the Pirates collected millions of data
points on every pitch and ball in play to create a tome of color-coded reports that revealed groundbreaking insights for how to win more
games without spending a dime. In the process, they discovered that most batters struggled to hit two-seam fastballs, that an aggressive
defensive shift on the field could turn more batted balls into outs, and that a catcher's most valuable skill was hidden. All these data points
which aren't immediately visible to players and spectators, are the bit of magic that led the Pirates to spin straw in to gold, finish the 2013
season in second place, end a twenty-year losing streak.
A Major League Baseball player tells the inspiring true story of his father, a poor Puerto Rican factory worker who, against all odds, raised on
of the greatest baseball dynasties of all time: three sons who have each earned two World Series rings. Illustrations. Tour.
From its modest beginnings in rural America to its current status as an entertainment industry in postindustrial America enjoyed worldwide by
millions each season, the linkages between baseball’s evolution and our nation’s history are undeniable. Through war, depression, times of
tumultuous upheaval and of great prosperity – baseball has been held up as our national pastime: the single greatest expression of
America’s values and ideals. Combining a comprehensive history of the game with broader analyses of America’s historical and cultural
developments, National Pastime encapsulates the values that have allowed it to endure: hope, tradition, escape, revolution. While nostalgia,
scandal, malaise and triumph are contained within the study of any American historical moment, we see in this book that the tensions and
developments within the game of baseball afford the best window into a deeper understanding of America’s past, its purpose, and its
principles.
The most anticipated J. Sterling release of the year is finally here! You've waited years to meet Jack Carter's son and the wait is over! Strap
in and enjoy the ride.Chance Carter is the son of local baseball legend, Jack Carter. Now in his junior year at Fullton State, Chance is facing
challenges he never saw coming. Failing a class will stop his draft season short, making him ineligible to play for the season and pushing his
goal of playing professional baseball even further away.In steps Danika, a mouthy tutor from New York, who only wants to help him pass his
class... NOT get in his pants. But try telling that to Chance. He doesn't trust girls and he definitely doesn't trust his new tutor. A lifetime
growing up as a Carter taught him that.But Danika has issues of her own. After an incident that happened last year, she doesn't trust athletes
and wants nothing to do with them. And Chance is no exception. No matter how hot she thinks he is, she isn't interested and never will
be.The fireworks explode as the two deny the chemistry between them and family secrets are revealed. There's just one problem... Danika
has a boyfriend she has no intention of breaking up with and Chance doesn't know how to give up on something he wants. And he wants
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her.The question is... how can he have her when she belongs to someone else?
How to Play Smart Baseball By: Leighton L. Smith How to Play Smart Baseball is a user-friendly guide to playing baseball that anyone can
use. It gives practical suggestions on how to play baseball better, including ideas and tactics for managers, coaches and players of all
positions. Using real-life examples from throughout the history of the sport, How to Play Smart Baseball advocates a smarter, more engaging
way to play the game while memorizing some of the best players and plays of all time. Amateur of professional, all readers can use this book
as a companion to enhance their experience in watching, discussing, or playing the game.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The inside story of the Houston Astros, whose relentless innovation took them from the worst
team in baseball to the World Series in 2017 and 2019 “Reiter’s superb narrative of how the team got there provides powerful
insights into how organizations—not just baseball clubs—work best.”—The Wall Street Journal Astroball picks up where Michael
Lewis’s acclaimed Moneyball leaves off, telling the thrilling story of a championship team that pushed both the sport and business
of baseball to the next level. In 2014, the Astros were the worst baseball team in half a century, but just three years later they
defied critics to win a stunning World Series. In this book, Ben Reiter shows how the Astros built a system that avoided the stats-
versus-scouts divide by giving the human factor a key role in their decision-making. Sitting at the nexus of sports, business, and
innovation, Astroball is the story of the next wave of thinking in baseball and beyond, at once a remarkable underdog tale and a
fascinating look at the cutting edge of evaluating and optimizing human potential.
Instant New York Times bestseller “Howard Zinn on acid or some bullsh*t like that.” —Tim Heidecker The creators of the cult-hit
podcast Chapo Trap House deliver a manifesto for everyone who feels orphaned and alienated—politically, culturally, and
economically—by the lanyard-wearing Wall Street centrism of the left and the lizard-brained atavism of the right: there is a better
way, the Chapo Way. In a guide that reads like “a weirder, smarter, and deliciously meaner version of The Daily Show’s 2004
America (The Book)” (Paste), Chapo Trap House shows you that you don’t have to side with either sinking ships. These self-
described “assholes from the internet” offer a fully ironic ideology for all who feel politically hopeless and prefer broadsides and
tirades to reasoned debate. Learn the “secret” history of the world, politics, media, and everything in-between that THEY don’t
want you to know and chart a course from our wretched present to a utopian future where one can post in the morning, game in
the afternoon, and podcast after dinner without ever becoming a poster, gamer, or podcaster. A book that’s “as intellectually
serious and analytically original as it is irreverent and funny” (Glenn Greenwald, New York Times bestselling author of No Place to
Hide) The Chapo Guide to Revolution features illustrated taxonomies of contemporary liberal and conservative characters,
biographies of important thought leaders, “never before seen” drafts of Aaron Sorkin’s Newsroom manga, and the ten new laws
that govern Chapo Year Zero (everyone gets a dog, billionaires are turned into Soylent, and logic is outlawed). If you’re a fan of
sacred cows, prisoners being taken, and holds being barred, then this book is NOT for you. However, if you feel disenfranchised
from the political and cultural nightmare we’re in, then Chapo, let’s go…
Triumphant wins, gut-wrenching losses, last-second shots, underdogs, competition, and loyalty—it’s fun to be a fan. But when a
football player takes a hit to the head after yet another study has warned of the dangers of CTE, or when a team whose mascot
was born in an era of racism and bigotry takes the field, or when a relief pitcher accused of domestic violence saves the game,
how is one to cheer? Welcome to the club for sports fans who care too much. In Loving Sports When They Don’t Love You Back,
acclaimed sports writers Jessica Luther and Kavitha A. Davidson tackle the most pressing issues in sports, why they matter, and
how we can do better. For the authors, “sticking to sports” is not an option—not when our taxes are paying for the stadiums, and
college athletes aren’t getting paid at all. But simply quitting a favorite team won’t change corrupt and deplorable practices, and
the root causes of many of these problems are endemic in our wider society. An essential read for modern fans, Loving Sports
When They Don’t Love You Back challenges the status quo and explores how we might begin to reconcile our conscience with
our fandom.
A wonderful, warm novel from a major American voice.
This book provides an overview of data mining methods demonstrated by software. Knowledge management involves application
of human knowledge (epistemology) with the technological advances of our current society (computer systems) and big data, both
in terms of collecting data and in analyzing it. We see three types of analytic tools. Descriptive analytics focus on reports of what
has happened. Predictive analytics extend statistical and/or artificial intelligence to provide forecasting capability. It also includes
classification modeling. Diagnostic analytics can apply analysis to sensor input to direct control systems automatically. Prescriptive
analytics applies quantitative models to optimize systems, or at least to identify improved systems. Data mining includes
descriptive and predictive modeling. Operations research includes all three. This book focuses on descriptive analytics. The book
seeks to provide simple explanations and demonstration of some descriptive tools. This second edition provides more examples of
big data impact, updates the content on visualization, clarifies some points, and expands coverage of association rules and cluster
analysis. Chapter 1 gives an overview in the context of knowledge management. Chapter 2 discusses some basic software
support to data visualization. Chapter 3 covers fundamentals of market basket analysis, and Chapter 4 provides demonstration of
RFM modeling, a basic marketing data mining tool. Chapter 5 demonstrates association rule mining. Chapter 6 is a more in-depth
coverage of cluster analysis. Chapter 7 discusses link analysis. Models are demonstrated using business related data. The style of
the book is intended to be descriptive, seeking to explain how methods work, with some citations, but without deep scholarly
reference. The data sets and software are all selected for widespread availability and access by any reader with computer links.
"...Philosopher and baseball fan Alva Noë explores the many unexpected ways in which baseball is truly a philosophical kind of
game. For example, he ponders how observers of baseball are less interested in what happens, than in who is responsible for
what happens; every action receives praise or blame. To put it another way, in baseball - as in the law - we decide what happened
based on who is responsible for what happened. Noe also explains the curious activity of keeping score: a score card is not merely
a record of the game, like a video recording; it is an account of the game. Baseball requires that true fans try to tell the story of the
game, in real time, as it unfolds, and thus actively participate in its creation. Some argue that baseball is fundamentally a game
about numbers. Noe's wide-ranging, thoughtful observations show that, to the contrary, baseball is not only a window on language,
culture, and the nature of human action, but is intertwined with deep and fundamental human truths."--Dust jacket flap.
What happens when three financial industry whiz kids and certified baseball nuts take over an ailing major league franchise and
implement the same strategies that fueled their success on Wall Street? In the case of the 2008 Tampa Bay Rays, an American
League championship happens—the culmination of one of the greatest turnarounds in baseball history. In The Extra 2%, financial
journalist and sportswriter Jonah Keri chronicles the remarkable story of one team’s Cinderella journey from divisional doormat to
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World Series contender. When former Goldman Sachs colleagues Stuart Sternberg and Matthew Silverman assumed control of
the Tampa Bay Devil Rays in 2005, it looked as if they were buying the baseball equivalent of a penny stock. But the incoming
regime came armed with a master plan: to leverage their skill at trading, valuation, and management to build a model twenty-first-
century franchise that could compete with their bigger, stronger, richer rivals—and prevail. Together with “boy genius” general
manager Andrew Friedman, the new Rays owners jettisoned the old ways of doing things, substituting their own innovative ideas
about employee development, marketing and public relations, and personnel management. They exorcized the “devil” from the
team’s nickname, developed metrics that let them take advantage of undervalued aspects of the game, like defense, and hired a
forward-thinking field manager as dedicated to unconventional strategy as they were. By quantifying the game’s intangibles—that
extra 2% that separates a winning organization from a losing one—they were able to deliver to Tampa Bay something that Billy
Beane’s “Moneyball” had never brought to Oakland: an American League pennant. A book about what happens when you apply
your business skills to your life’s passion, The Extra 2% is an informative and entertaining case study for any organization that
wants to go from worst to first.
Move over, Moneyball -- this New York Times bestseller examines major league baseball's next cutting-edge revolution: the high-
tech quest to build better players. As bestselling authors Ben Lindbergh and Travis Sawchik reveal in The MVP Machine, the
Moneyball era is over. Fifteen years after Michael Lewis brought the Oakland Athletics' groundbreaking team-building strategies to
light, every front office takes a data-driven approach to evaluating players, and the league's smarter teams no longer have a huge
advantage in valuing past performance. Lindbergh and Sawchik's behind-the-scenes reporting reveals: How undersized
afterthoughts José Altuve and Mookie Betts became big sluggers and MVPs How polarizing pitcher Trevor Bauer made himself a
Cy Young contender How new analytical tools have overturned traditional pitching and hitting techniques How a wave of young
talent is making MLB both better than ever and arguably worse to watch Instead of out-drafting, out-signing, and out-trading their
rivals, baseball's best minds have turned to out-developing opponents, gaining greater edges than ever by perfecting prospects
and eking extra runs out of older athletes who were once written off. Lindbergh and Sawchik take us inside the transformation of
former fringe hitters into home-run kings, show how washed-up pitchers have emerged as aces, and document how coaching and
scouting are being turned upside down. The MVP Machine charts the future of a sport and offers a lesson that goes beyond
baseball: Success stems not from focusing on finished products, but from making the most of untapped potential.
The authors look at the history of statistical analysis in baseball, how it can best be used today and how its it must evolve for the
future.
"This delightfully written, lesson-laden book deserves a place of its own in the Baseball Hall of Fame." —Forbes Moneyball is a quest for the
secret of success in baseball. In a narrative full of fabulous characters and brilliant excursions into the unexpected, Michael Lewis follows the
low-budget Oakland A's, visionary general manager Billy Beane, and the strange brotherhood of amateur baseball theorists. They are all in
search of new baseball knowledge—insights that will give the little guy who is willing to discard old wisdom the edge over big money.
In this groundbreaking book, Keith Law, baseball writer for The Athletic and author of the acclaimed Smart Baseball, offers an era-spanning
dissection of some of the best and worst decisions in modern baseball, explaining what motivated them, what can be learned from them, and
how their legacy has shaped the game. For years, Daniel Kahneman’s iconic work of behavioral science Thinking Fast and Slow has been
required reading in front offices across Major League Baseball. In this smart, incisive, and eye-opening book, Keith Law applies Kahneman’s
ideas about decision making to the game itself. Baseball is a sport of decisions. Some are so small and routine they become the building
blocks of the game itself—what pitch to throw or when to swing away. Others are so huge they dictate the future of franchises—when to make a
strategic trade for a chance to win now, or when to offer a millions and a multi-year contract for a twenty-eight-year-old star. These decisions
have long shaped the behavior of players, managers, and entire franchises. But as those choices have become more complex and data-
driven, knowing what’s behind them has become key to understanding the sport. This fascinating, revelatory work explores as never before
the essential question: What were they thinking? Combining behavioral science and interviews with executives, managers, and players, Keith
Law analyzes baseball’s biggest decision making successes and failures, looking at how gambles and calculated risks of all sizes and scales
have shaped the sport, and how the game’s ongoing data revolution is rewriting decades of accepted decision making. In the process, he
explores questions that have long been debated, from whether throwing harder really increases a player’s risk of serious injury to whether
teams actually “overvalue” trade prospects. Bringing his analytical and combative style to some of baseball’s longest running debates, Law
deepens our knowledge of the sport in this entertaining work that is both fun and deeply informative.
Baseball "by The Book."
In 1996, a brassy young team of fansproduced a guide to baseball statistics.Printed on a photocopier, its distribution,which was in the low
hundreds, was limited tofriends, family, and die-hard stat heads. Sixteenyears later, the Baseball Prospectus annualregularly hits best-seller
lists and has becomean indispensable guide for the serious fan. In Extra Innings, the team at Baseball Prospectusintegrates statistics,
interviews, and analysis todeliver twenty arguments about today's game.In the tradition of their seminal book, BaseballBetween the Numbers,
they take on everything fromsteroids to the amateur draft. They probe theimpact of managers on the game. They explainthe critical art of
building a bullpen. In an erawhen statistics matter more than ever, Extra Inningsis an essential volume for every baseball fan.
Analyzing Baseball Data with R Second Edition introduces R to sabermetricians, baseball enthusiasts, and students interested in exploring
the richness of baseball data. It equips you with the necessary skills and software tools to perform all the analysis steps, from importing the
data to transforming them into an appropriate format to visualizing the data via graphs to performing a statistical analysis. The authors first
present an overview of publicly available baseball datasets and a gentle introduction to the type of data structures and exploratory and data
management capabilities of R. They also cover the ggplot2 graphics functions and employ a tidyverse-friendly workflow throughout. Much of
the book illustrates the use of R through popular sabermetrics topics, including the Pythagorean formula, runs expectancy, catcher framing,
career trajectories, simulation of games and seasons, patterns of streaky behavior of players, and launch angles and exit velocities. All the
datasets and R code used in the text are available online. New to the second edition are a systematic adoption of the tidyverse and
incorporation of Statcast player tracking data (made available by Baseball Savant). All code from the first edition has been revised according
to the principles of the tidyverse. Tidyverse packages, including dplyr, ggplot2, tidyr, purrr, and broom are emphasized throughout the book.
Two entirely new chapters are made possible by the availability of Statcast data: one explores the notion of catcher framing ability, and the
other uses launch angle and exit velocity to estimate the probability of a home run. Through the book’s various examples, you will learn
about modern sabermetrics and how to conduct your own baseball analyses. Max Marchi is a Baseball Analytics Analyst for the Cleveland
Indians. He was a regular contributor to The Hardball Times and Baseball Prospectus websites and previously consulted for other MLB clubs.
Jim Albert is a Distinguished University Professor of statistics at Bowling Green State University. He has authored or coauthored several
books including Curve Ball and Visualizing Baseball and was the editor of the Journal of Quantitative Analysis of Sports. Ben Baumer is an
assistant professor of statistical & data sciences at Smith College. Previously a statistical analyst for the New York Mets, he is a co-author of
The Sabermetric Revolution and Modern Data Science with R.
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Who controls the space around an aeroplane seat: you or the person behind you trying to work on their laptop? Who owns your favourite
football player? And why do Facebook and Google want your private data? In Mine! Michael Heller and James Salzman reveal the hidden
economic and social rules that guide everyday life, demonstrating that much of what we assume about ownership is wrong. Whether a lost
wallet, a playground swing or a London flat, Mine! explores what ownership means and why it governs everything we do.
The untold story of baseball’s nineteenth-century origins: “a delightful look at a young nation creating a pastime that was love from the first
crack of the bat” (Paul Dickson, The Wall Street Journal). You may have heard that Abner Doubleday or Alexander Cartwright invented
baseball. Neither did. You may have been told that a club called the Knickerbockers played the first baseball game in 1846. They didn’t.
Perhaps you’ve read that baseball’s color line was first crossed by Jackie Robinson in 1947. Nope. Baseball’s true founders don’t have
plaques in Cooperstown. They were hundreds of uncredited, ordinary people who played without gloves, facemasks, or performance
incentives. Unlike today’s pro athletes, they lived full lives outside of sports. They worked, built businesses, and fought against the South in
the Civil War. In this myth-busting history, Thomas W. Gilbert reveals the true beginnings of baseball. Through newspaper accounts, diaries,
and other accounts, he explains how it evolved through the mid-nineteenth century into a modern sport of championships, media coverage,
and famous stars—all before the first professional league was formed in 1871. Winner of the Casey Award: Best Baseball Book of the Year
What s it like to live through sports longest season, the 162-game Major League Baseball schedule? THE GRIND captures the frustration,
impermanence, and glory felt by the players, the staff, and their families from the start of spring training to the final game of the year; classy
baseball writing in the Roger Angell or Tom Boswell tradition.
The history of baseball comes vividly to life in ready-to-color action-packed pictures of 45 of its finest players, from Cy Young and Ty Cobb to
Babe Ruth and Joe DiMaggio to Reggie Jackson and Pete Rose. With biographical sketches for each player, featuring career highlights.
Smart BaseballThe Story Behind the Old Stats That Are Ruining the Game, the New Ones That Are Running It, and the Right Way
to Think About BaseballHarperCollins
The idea of "The Green Book" is to give the Motorist and Tourist a Guide not only of the Hotels and Tourist Homes in all of the
large cities, but other classifications that will be found useful wherever he may be. Also facts and information that the Negro
Motorist can use and depend upon. There are thousands of places that the public doesn't know about and aren't listed. Perhaps
you know of some? If so send in their names and addresses and the kind of business, so that we might pass it along to the rest of
your fellow Motorists. You will find it handy on your travels, whether at home or in some other state, and is up to date. Each year
we are compiling new lists as some of these places move, or go out of business and new business places are started giving added
employment to members of our race.
Predictably Irrational meets Moneyball in ESPN veteran writer and statistical analyst Keith Law’s iconoclastic look at the numbers
game of baseball, proving why some of the most trusted stats are surprisingly wrong, explaining what numbers actually work, and
exploring what the rise of Big Data means for the future of the sport. For decades, statistics such as batting average, saves
recorded, and pitching won-lost records have been used to measure individual players’ and teams’ potential and success. But in
the past fifteen years, a revolutionary new standard of measurement—sabermetrics—has been embraced by front offices in Major
League Baseball and among fantasy baseball enthusiasts. But while sabermetrics is recognized as being smarter and more
accurate, traditionalists, including journalists, fans, and managers, stubbornly believe that the "old" way—a combination of outdated
numbers and "gut" instinct—is still the best way. Baseball, they argue, should be run by people, not by numbers.? In this informative
and provocative book, teh renowned ESPN analyst and senior baseball writer demolishes a century’s worth of accepted wisdom,
making the definitive case against the long-established view. Armed with concrete examples from different eras of baseball history,
logic, a little math, and lively commentary, he shows how the allegiance to these numbers—dating back to the beginning of the
professional game—is firmly rooted not in accuracy or success, but in baseball’s irrational adherence to tradition. While Law gores
sacred cows, from clutch performers to RBIs to the infamous save rule, he also demystifies sabermetrics, explaining what these
"new" numbers really are and why they’re vital. He also considers the game’s future, examining how teams are using Data—from
PhDs to sophisticated statistical databases—to build future rosters; changes that will transform baseball and all of professional
sports.
An unprecedented look inside the world of baseball scouting and evaluation from two of the industry's top prospect analysts For
the modern Major League team, player evaluation is a complex, multi-pronged, high-tech pursuit. But far from becoming obsolete
in this environment—as Michael Lewis' Moneyball once forecast—the role of the scout in today's game has evolved and even
expanded. Rather than being the antithesis of a data-driven approach, scouting now represents an essential analytical component
in a team's arsenal. Future Value is a thorough dive into baseball's changing world of talent acquisition and development, a world
with its own language, methods, metrics, and madness. From rural high schools to elite amateur showcases, from the back fields
of spring training to major league draft rooms, Eric Longenhagen and Kiley McDaniel break down the key systems and techniques
used to assess talent. It's a process that has moved beyond the quintessential stopwatches and radar guns to include statistical
models, countless measurable indicators, and a broader international reach. ?Practical and probing, discussing wide-ranging
topics from tool grades to front office politics, this is an illuminating exploration of how to watch baseball and see the future.
The New York Times bestseller about what would happen if two statistics-minded outsiders were allowed to run a professional
baseball team It’s the ultimate in fantasy baseball: You get to pick the roster, set the lineup, and decide on strategies -- with real
players, in a real ballpark, in a real playoff race. That’s what baseball analysts Ben Lindbergh and Sam Miller got to do when an
independent minor-league team in California, the Sonoma Stompers, offered them the chance to run its baseball operations
according to the most advanced statistics. Their story in The Only Rule is it Has to Work is unlike any other baseball tale you've
ever read. We tag along as Lindbergh and Miller apply their number-crunching insights to all aspects of assembling and running a
team, following one cardinal rule for judging each innovation they try: it has to work. We meet colorful figures like general manager
Theo Fightmaster and boundary-breakers like the first openly gay player in professional baseball. Even José Canseco makes a
cameo appearance. Will their knowledge of numbers help Lindbergh and Miller bring the Stompers a championship, or will they fall
on their faces? Will the team have a competitive advantage or is the sport’s folk wisdom true after all? Will the players attract the
attention of big-league scouts, or are they on a fast track to oblivion? It’s a wild ride, by turns provocative and absurd, as
Lindbergh and Miller tell a story that will speak to numbers geeks and traditionalists alike. And they prove that you don’t need a
bat or a glove to make a genuine contribution to the game.
In the numbers-obsessed sport of baseball, statistics don't merely record what players, managers, and owners have done.
Properly understood, they can tell us how the teams we root for could employ better strategies, put more effective players on the
field, and win more games. The revolution in baseball statistics that began in the 1970s is a controversial subject that
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professionals and fans alike argue over without end. Despite this fundamental change in the way we watch and understand the
sport, no one has written the book that reveals, across every area of strategy and management, how the best practitioners of
statistical analysis in baseball-people like Bill James, Billy Beane, and Theo Epstein-think about numbers and the game. Baseball
Between the Numbers is that book. In separate chapters covering every aspect of the game, from hitting, pitching, and fielding to
roster construction and the scouting and drafting of players, the experts at Baseball Prospectus examine the subtle, hidden
aspects of the game, bring them out into the open, and show us how our favorite teams could win more games. This is a book that
every fan, every follower of sports radio, every fantasy player, every coach, and every player, at every level, can learn from and
enjoy.
While baseball is traditionally perceived as a game to be played, enjoyed, and reported from a masculine perspective, it has long
been beloved among women—more so than any other spectator sport. Breaking into Baseball: Women and the National Pastime
upends baseball’s accepted history to at last reveal just how involved women are, and have always been, in the American game.
Through provocative interviews and deft research, Jean Hastings Ardell devotes a detailed chapter to each of the seven ways
women participate in the game—from the stands as fans, on the field as professionals or as amateur players, behind the plate as
umpires, in the front office as executives, in the press box as sportswriters and reporters, or in the shadows as Baseball Annies.
From these revelatory vantage points, Ardell invites overdue appreciation for the affinity and talent women bring to baseball at all
levels and shows us our national game anew. From its ancient origins in spring fertility rituals through contemporary marketing
efforts geared toward an ever-increasing female fan base, baseball has always had a feminine side, and generations of women
have sought—and been sought after—to participate in the sport, even when doing so meant challenging the cultural mores of their
era. In that regard, women have been breaking into baseball from the very beginning. But recent decades have witnessed great
strides in legitimizing women’s roles on the diamond as players and umpires as well as in vital management and media roles. In
her thoughtfully organized and engagingly written survey, Ardell offers a chance for sports enthusiasts and historians of both
genders to better appreciate the storied and complex relationship women have so long shared with the game and to glimpse the
future of women in baseball. Breaking into Baseball is augmented by twenty-four illustrations and a foreword from Ila Borders, the
first woman to play more than three seasons of men’s professional baseball.
Marvin Miller became the first executive director of the newly formed Major League Baseball Players Association. He recounts his
experience in dealing with club owners and his success in winning a new role for the players. He helped virtually end the system
that bound an athlete to one team forever and thereby raised salaries enormously. formed
Blending scientific fact and sports trivia, Robert Adair examines what a baseball or player in motion does-and why. How fast can a
batted ball go? What effect do stitch patterns have on wind resistance? How far does a curve ball break? Who reaches first base
faster after a bunt, a right- or left-handed batter? The answers are often surprising—and always illuminating. This newly revised
third edition considers recent developments in the science of sport such as the neurophysiology of batting, bat vibration, and the
character of the "sweet spot." Faster pitchers, longer hitters, and enclosed stadiums also get a good, hard scientific look to
determine their effects on the game. Filled with anecdotes about famous players and incidents, The Physics of Baseball provides
fans with fascinating insights into America's favorite pastime.
An in-depth look at the intersection of judgment and statistics in baseball Scouting and scoring are considered fundamentally different ways of
ascertaining value in baseball. Scouting seems to rely on experience and intuition, scoring on performance metrics and statistics. In Scouting
and Scoring, Christopher Phillips rejects these simplistic divisions. He shows how both scouts and scorers rely on numbers, bureaucracy,
trust, and human labor to make sound judgments about the value of baseball players. Tracing baseball’s story from the nineteenth century to
today, Phillips explains that the sport was one of the earliest fields to introduce numerical analysis, and new methods of data collection were
supposed to enable teams to replace scouting with scoring. But that’s not how things turned out. From the invention of official scorers and
Statcast to the creation of the Major League Scouting Bureau, Scouting and Scoring reveals the inextricable connections between human
expertise and data science, and offers an entirely fresh understanding of baseball.
Interest in Sabermetrics has increased dramatically in recent years as the need to better compare baseball players has intensified among
managers, agents and fans, and even other players. The authors explain how traditional measures—such as Earned Run Average, Slugging
Percentage, and Fielding Percentage—along with new statistics—Wins Above Average, Fielding Independent Pitching, Wins Above
Replacement, the Equivalence Coefficient and others—define the value of players. Actual player statistics are used in developing models,
while examples and exercises are provided in each chapter. This book serves as a guide for both beginners and those who wish to be
successful in fantasy leagues.
New York Times Bestselling Author, J. Sterling is back with a fresh new baseball romance series you won't want to miss! No one writes
baseball like Sterling, Cole Anders is in his last season at Fullton State. If he doesn't get drafted this year, he'll be forced to hang up his cleats
for good. It's not something he's ready to do.To prove he's serious about his final season, he's given up girls. No more casual hookups, dates
or one-night stands. But there's one girl who has always refused to give up on him. One girl who has been there since the start of Freshman
year. One girl he stupidly assumed would always be waiting for him when he got off the field, no matter how long it took.Christina Traver's
has had enough of Cole pushing her aside for baseball. She's grown tired of waiting for him to see what she's known since they were
freshmen... that they belong together. She's finally moved on.Cole has other ideas, but she refuses to cave. It's not her problem if he wants
her now. Too little too late.There comes a point in your life when you have to stop the incessant merry-go-round and just get off the ride,
right? Try telling that to Col
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NEWBERY MEDAL WINNER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER Dig deep in this award-
winning, modern classic that will remind readers that adventure is right around the corner--or just under your feet! Stanley Yelnats is under a
curse. A curse that began with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since followed generations of Yelnatses.
Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build character by spending all day,
every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an awful lot of holes. It
doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s more than character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are digging holes
because the warden is looking for something. But what could be buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive
and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment—and redemption. "A smart jigsaw puzzle of a novel." —New York Times *Includes a double
bonus: an excerpt from Small Steps, the follow-up to Holes, as well as an excerpt from the New York Times bestseller Fuzzy Mud.
First Published in 1995. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
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