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It was customary for the wife of a nobleman in eighteenth-century Spain to be courted fervently and seemingly forever, by a man
who was not her husband. This liaison, accepted and even encouraged by the husband, was presumably platonic, though that
may not always have been the case. It was carried on according to a complex, if ambiguous, code of companionship and
whispered conversation. With the help of a lively blend of archival documents and literary sources, Carmen Martín Gaite admits us
to the intricacies of the code and unravels its significance for the women who enjoyed the attention of a cortejo, or escort. Why
was the cortejo tolerated, by society and by the woman's aristocratic family, even though it infringed traditional religious precepts?
What did woman and her friend talk about at such length? Was their flirtation intellectual, reflecting the effects of Enlightenment
rationalism on Spanish culture? Letters, memoirs, and travel journals as well as dramatic works of the period offer invaluable clues
to the nature of these relationships, in which the woman was almost ritually adored and placed on a pedestal. The conversation,
we learn, was generally frivolous, focusing on possessions and luxuries in a way that clearly signals economic change and the
dawn of a material age. At the same time, the cortejo did represent a taste of symbolic liberation for women whose social lives
were rigidly constrained. Clarifying details from a great variety of historical sources are presented with the urgency and fluidity of a
novel in this excellent English translation -- Book jacket.
The April 2012 edition of the World Economic Outlook assesses the prospects for the global economy, which has gradually
strengthened after a major setback during 2011. The threat of a sharp global slowdown eased with improved activity in the United
States and better policies in the euro area. Weak recovery will likely resume in the major advanced economies, and activity will
remain relatively solid in most emerging and developing economies. However, recent improvements are very fragile. Policymakers
must calibrate policies to support growth in the near term and must implement fundamental changes to achieve healthy growth in
the medium term. Chapter 3 examines how policies directed at real estate markets can accelerate the improvement of household
balance sheets and thus support otherwise anemic consumption. Chapter 4 examines how swings in commodity prices affect
commodity exporting economies, many of which have experienced a decade of good growth. With commodity prices unlikely to
continue growing at the recent elevated pace, however, these economies may have to adapt their fiscal and other policies to lower
potential output growth in the future.
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