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Presents seven dark works by American playwright Sam
Shepard, which span 1968-1981 and deal with such themes
as family disturbances and the loss of American myths;
includes "Buried Child" and "Curse of the Starving Class."
American Drama offers a comprehensive introduction for
students who require detailed but clear information on the
dramatists included. It has much to offer the academic and
serious reader and addresses the common concern that the
unfamiliar names and forgotten voices of those who made a
major contribution to the history of American drama have
been unfairly neglected. A range of approaches and a wide
selection of plays discussed make this volume a landmark in
our appreciation and understanding of some of this century's
greatest writers.
Book is clean and tight. No writing in text. Like New
The men in plays such as Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman
or Sam Shephard's True West are often presented as
universal; little attention is given to the gender dynamics
involved in the characters. This work looks at how
contemporary playwrights, including Miller, Shepard, Eugene
O'Neill, David Mamet, and August Wilson, stage masculinity
in their works. It becomes apparent that male playwrights
return often to the issues of troubled manhood, usually
masked in other issues such as war, business or family. The
plays indicate both the attractiveness of the model of
traditional masculinity and the illusive nature of this image,
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which all too
often fractures
and fails
the characters
who
pursue it. O'Neill's play The Hairy Ape and the character Yank
receive much attention.
Tongues and Savage/Love written in collaboration with
Joseph Chaikin.
As an actor, screenwriter, director, short story writer, and,
most significantly, a playwright, Sam Shepard has long been
an important figure on the American cultural landscape. A
Body Across the Map focuses on the character conflict central
to Shepard's most significant plays; that between fathers and
sons. Beginning with The Rock Garden and concluding with A
Lie of the Mind, this analysis shows how Shepard's worldview
has evolved over a 20-year span. A long-standing pessimist
who saw Oedipal revenge as a necessity, and genetic
determination as inescapable, Shepard ultimately disavows
these dark worldviews in favor of one where gentleness,
spiritual generosity, cooperation, and the acceptance of longdenied truths prevail over rage, self-interest, and biological
predestination.
"American Drama in the Age of Film" examines the strengths
and weaknesses of both the dramatic and cinematic arts to
confront the standard arguments in the film-versus-theater
debate.

Dramatic Realism, since its birth in the hectic late years
of the nineteenth century, gave theatrical and thematic
energy to the interaction between a play’s text and the
way that it looked on the stage. Characters began to find
themselves in rooms and settings that played an active
and changing role in the drama, and their dialogue and
reactions evolved in time with these changes. As life
itself became more elaborate during the 20th Century, so
these rooms were invaded and then defined by the
outside world. Fred Miller Robinson’s enjoyable and
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enduring
genre
tackle
the
dreams and anxieties of the middles classes of the
Industrial Revolution – dreams of domestic comfort and
refuge, and anxieties about how entrapping that comfort
could be. Moving from Ibsen to Chekhov and onwards
into later plays in which the reality of ‘Realism’ comes
under scrutiny, this is a book to dip into before a
performance or to study during a class.
Essays on authors of American Western literature
suggesting the enormous diversity of North America's
Western peoples, visions and possibilities. These writers
share a common awe of the immensity of the West while
also exhibiting a wide range of individual, cultural and
ethical literary responses to the nature and meaning of
the Western experience. Includes discussion of the
transformation of the West after World War II and the
cultural shock of the late 1960s.
This study of autobiographical writing and its reflection of
personal and national identity analyzes the different
ways in which these authors balance individual American
identity with collective identities and reinvent their
familial, cultural, and national engenderings. In each of
the works discussed, a private geography - a
psychological map, a myth, an ideology, or a fiction - is
posited, while its author explores claims to the ownership
of memory, history, and the self.
????????????????????????
SEVEN PLAYSTRUE WEST ; BURIED CHILD ; CURSE
OF THE ST.Sam Shepard: Seven PlaysBuried Child,
Curse of the Starving Class, the Tooth of Crime, la
Turista, Tongues, Savage Love, True WestDial Press
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Trade Paperback
Well known and respected internationally for her ground
breaking work in Archetypes of the Zodiac, Kathleen Burt
now offers us a phenomenal distillation of her life work
in: Beyond the Mask: The Rising Sign - Part II: Libra Pisces. Beyond the Mask Part II illustrates how midlife
urgings bring forth cycles of death and rebirth.
Antiquated identities and roles must die, old 'masks'
must be pealed away before we can discover a new path
in life. Kathleen Burt addresses specifically how the Libra
- Pisces rising sign patterns guide us into new life and
fresh experiences. With the keen eye of an astrologer
examining the biography of creative writers and inspired
people, Kathleen Burt brings a depth of understanding to
the Rising Sign: Libra - Pisces. This unique volume of
wisdom offers decades of scholarly study and practical
experience in esoteric astrology, psychology, mythology,
and biography and examines the underlying archetypal
patterns inherent in our lives.
This study examines the historical relationship between
tragicomedy in the modernist theatre and the
performative culture of Western consumer societies.
While discussing a wide range of playwrights, it focusses
specifically on the work of Samuel Beckett, Harold Pinter
and Sam Shepard. Their plays, it is argued, illuminate
the forms of pleasure, fear, performance and corruption
which dominate our daily lives. Tragicomedy is seen as
unique becuae of the existential playfulness and
confusion of its protagonists, and because of its muted
vision of apocalypse in the nuclear age.
Each entry contains information, lists of cast and crew, a
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field. Many include a still shot.
Whether imaginary or based on real events, stories are
at the core of any culture. Regardless of their length,
their rhetoric strategies, or their style, humans tell stories
to each other to express their innermost fears and
needs, to establish a point within an argument, or to
engage their listeners in a fabricated composition.
Stories can also serve other purposes, such as being
used for entertainment, for education or for the
preservation of certain cultural traits. Storytelling is at the
heart of human interaction, and, as such, can foster a
dialogic narrative between the person creating the story
and their audience. In literature, this dialogue has been
traditionally associated with narrative in general, and with
the novel in particular. However, other genres also make
use of storytelling, including drama. This volume
explores the ways in which American theatre from all
eras deals with this: how stories are told onstage, what
kinds of stories are recorded in dramatic texts, and how
previously neglected realities have gained attention
through the American playwright’s telling, or retelling, of
an event or action. The stories unfolded in American
drama follow recent narratology theories, particularly in
the sense that there is a greater preference for those socalled small stories over big stories. Despite the increase
in the production of this type of texts and the growing
interest in them in the field of narratology, small stories
are literary episodes that have been granted less critical
attention, particularly in the analysis of drama. As such,
this volume fills a void in the study of the stories
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This comprehensive analysis traces Sam Shepard's
career from his experimental one-act plays of the 1960s
to the 1994 play Simpatico. Curse of the Starving Class,
Buried Child, True West, Fool for Love and A Lie of the
Mind are all examined in depth. Concentrating on his
playwriting, this book charts Shepard's various
developments and shifts of direction, and the changing
contexts in which his work appeared. Engaging,
informative, and insightful, The Theatre of Sam Shepard
is the definitive source on the works of this innovative
and original writer.
Essays by leading theater scholars and theorists
exploring the "turn to landscape" in modern and
contemporary theater
Presents seven dark works by American playwright Sam
Shepard, which span 1968-1981 and deal with such
themes as family disturbances and the loss of American
myths.
Literary histories, of course, do not have a reason for
being unless there exists the literature itself. This
volume, perhaps more than others of its kind, is an
expression of appreciation for the talented and dedicated
literary artists who ignored the odds, avoided temptations
to write for popularity or prestige, and chose to write
honestly about the American West, believing that
experiences long knowns to be of historical importance
are also experiences that need and deserve a literature
of importance.
Containing more than fifty essays by major literary
scholars, International Postmodernism divides into four
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main sections.
The Love
volumeTrue
starts
off with
a section
of
eight introductory studies dealing with the subject from
different points of view followed by a section that deals
with postmodernism in other arts than literature, while a
third section discusses renovations of narrative genres
and other strategies and devices in postmodernist
writing. The final and fourth section deals with the
reception and processing of postmodernism in different
parts of the world. Three important aspects add to the
special character of International Postmodernism: The
consistent distinction between postmodernity and
postmodernism; equal attention to the making and
diffusion of postmodernism and the workings of literature
in general; and the focus on the text and the reader (i.e.,
the reader's knowledge, experience, interests, and
competence) as crucial factors in text interpretation. This
comprehensive study does not expressly focus on
American postmodernism, although American
interpretations of postmodernism are a major point of
reference. The recognition that varying literary and
cultural conditions in this world are bound to produce
endless varieties of postmodernism made the editors,
Hans Bertens and Douwe Fokkema, opt for the title
International Postmodernism.
"In the early 1960s two leaders of the New York performance
group Living Theatre were asked to define its purpose. In this
survey of contemporary American drama, Matthew C.
Roudane argues that the response of these two pioneers in
experimental theater - Julian Beck and Judith Malina - goes a
long way toward explaining the purpose of all of the rich and
varied dramas to appear on the stage since 1960: "To
increase conscious awareness, to stress the sacredness of
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"African-American
playwrights
(Lorraine Hansberry, Alice Childress, James Baldwin, Amiri
Baraka), women playwrights (Marsha Norman, Wendy
Wasserstein, Beth Henley), gay playwrights (Harvey
Fierstein, Tony Kushner), and others have over the past three
and a half decades entreated audiences to acknowledge the
persistence of racism, sexism, homophobia, and a host of
other societal ills. Other playwrights have asked audiences to
confront their own mortality (Edward Albee), their
compromised morality (David Mamet), their unfulfilled
American Dream (Arthur Miller, Sam Shepard, and countless
others)." "Whatever the particularities of these playwrights'
personal identities, politics, of dramatic style, they share a
willingness to confront uncomfortable truths about the human
condition in America since 1960. Ironically, it is in their very
rebellion against any number of things American that they
identify themselves and their literature as such." "Roudane
takes no scattershot approach to his subject. Favoring
clusters of themes and the broad sweep of movements to
linear chronology, he develops a carefully aimed analysis of
the work of about two dozen of the hundreds of playwrights
whose dramas have, since 1960, been performed in every
venue, from regional and university theaters to Off-OffBroadway to Off-Broadway to Broadway."--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North
America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death
relates the story of Liesel--a young German girl whose bookstealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and
the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.
Pulitzer-prizewinning playwright August Wilson, author of
Fences, Ma Rainey's Black Bottom, and The Piano Lesson,
among other dramatic works, is one of the most well
respected American playwrights on the contemporary stage.
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The founderSavage
of the Black
Horizon
Company,
his selfdefined dramatic project is to review twentieth-century African
American history by creating a play for each decade. Theater
scholar and critic Harry J. Elam examines Wilson's published
plays within the context of contemporary African American
literature and in relation to concepts of memory and history,
culture and resistance, race and representation. Elam finds
that each of Wilson's plays recaptures narratives lost,
ignored, or avoided to create a new experience of the past
that questions the historical categories of race and the
meanings of blackness. Harry J. Elam, Jr. is Professor of
Drama at Stanford University and author of Taking It to the
Streets: The Social Protest Theater of Luis Valdez and Amiri
Baraka (The University of Michigan Press).
Few American playwrights have exerted as much influence
on the contemporary stage as Sam Shepard. His plays are
performed on and off Broadway and in all the major regional
American theatres. They are also widely performed and
studied in Europe, particularly in Britain, Germany and
France, finding both a popular and scholarly audience. In this
collection of seventeen original essays, American and
European authors from different professional and academic
backgrounds explore the various aspects of Shepard's career
- his plays, poetry, music, fiction, acting, directing and film
work. The volume covers the major plays, including Curse of
the Starving Class, Buried Child, and True West, as well as
other lesser known but vitally important works. A thorough
chronology of Shepard's life and career, together with
biographical chapters, a note from the legendary Joseph
Chaikin, and an interview with the playwright, give a
fascinating first-hand account of an exuberant and
experimental personality.
List Pulitzer Prize winners in thirty-nine different categories,
arranged chronologically, with biographical and career
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The playwrights profiled in this volume range from those
active at the very beginning of the century to some just
emerging by the new millennium. This collection of
biographies represents the diversity of both form and content
in the twentieth-century American theatre.
After its heyday in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century, naturalism, a genre that typically depicts human
beings as the product of biological and environmental forces
over which they have little control, was supplanted by
modernism, a genre in which writers experimented with
innovations in form and content. In the last decade, the
movement is again attracting spirited scholarly debate. The
Oxford Handbook of American Literary Naturalism takes stock
of the best new research in the field through collecting twentyeight original essays drawing upon recent scholarship in
literary and cultural studies. The contributors offer an
authoritative and in-depth reassessment of writers from
Stephen Crane, Frank Norris, Theodore Dreiser, and Jack
London to Kate Chopin, Edith Wharton, Ernest Hemingway,
Richard Wright, John Steinbeck, Joyce Carol Oates, and
Cormac McCarthy. One set of essays focus on the genre
itself, exploring the historical contexts that gave birth to it, the
problem of definition, its interconnections with other genres,
the scientific and philosophical ideas that motivate naturalist
authors, and the continuing presence of naturalism in twentyfirst century fiction. Others examine the tensions within the
genre-the role of women and African-American writers,
depictions of sexuality, the problem of race, and the critique
of commodity culture and class. A final set of essays looks
beyond the works to consider the role of the marketplace in
the development of naturalism, the popular and critical
response to the works, and the influence of naturalism in the
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Examines the development of Off-Broadway theater and
analyzes the plays of writers including Sam Shepard,
Robert Wilson, David Mamet, and Lee Breuer
This study focuses on the representation of the family in
American drama, in particular, on various uses and
conventions of the figure of the prodigal husband or son.
It considers the lineage and function of this figure from
the writings of Augustine, medieval iconography,
Renaissance prodigal son plays, and temperance
melodramas to such contemporary manifestations as
television talk shows, the Recovery Movement, and
plays by contemporary writers including Spalding Gray,
Ntozake Shange, and Cherrie Moraga.
"At me too someone is looking... " —Samuel Beckett,
Waiting for Godot In a venturesome study of corporeality
and perception in contemporary drama, Stanton B.
Garner, Jr., turns this awareness of the spectator's gaze
back upon itself. His book takes up two of drama's most
essential and elusive elements: spatiality, through which
plays establish fields of visual and environmental
relationship; and the human body, through which these
fields are articulated. Within the spatial terms of theater,
this book puts the body and its perceptual worlds back
into performance theory. Garner's approach is
phenomenological, emphasizing perception and
experience in the theatrical environment. His discussion
of the work of playwrights after 1950-including Samuel
Beckett, Eugene Ionesco, Peter Weiss, Harold Pinter,
Sam Shepard, David Mamet, Edward Bond, Maria Irene
Fornes, Caryl Churchill, and Ntozake Shange—explores
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Drawing on work in areas as diverse as scenographic
theory, medical phenomenology, contemporary
linguistics, and feminist theories of the body, Garner
addresses topics such as theatrical image, stage objects,
dramatic language, the suffering body, and the staging of
gender, all with a view toward developing a
phenomenology of mise en scene.
From the 1964 "off-off" Broadway premiere of his first
play, Cowboys, to the post-Desert Storm opening of his
recent States of Shock, Sam Shepard has won public
praise, survived critical attack, and stirred repeated
controversy as one of America's most original theatrical
talents. With hallucinatory plays populated by cowboys,
rock stars, space aliens, and other archetypal figures of
American pop culture, Shepard has reshaped the course
of modern American drama. His dramatic portraits of the
dysfunctional American family, composed in theatrical
states of exploded consciousness, expose the lurking
chaos and inherent violence of post-modern American
society. His relentless artistic output has moved him from
the fringe of American culture to ever-widening popular
recognition, culminating in his 1979 Pulitzer Prize for
Drama and the tribute of seeing his plays surpass even
those of Tennessee Williams as the most frequently
produced in this country. David DeRose's study of
Shepard is the most comprehensive to date, with
commentary on all the plays, including Shepard's early
"lost" plays, his experimentations in music theater, and
his most recent work, States of Shock. DeRose draws on
his access to many of Shepard's unpublished works and
Page 12/13

Download Ebook Seven Plays Buried Child Curse
Of The Starving Class Tooth Crime La Turista
Tongues
Savage
Love
True West
Sam
his personal
exposure
to Shepard's
plays
in Shepard
production
at Yale University, in New York City, and at the Magic
Theater in San Francisco. His dual perspective as
scholar and director provides unusual and penetrating
insights into Shepard's theatrical intentions and thematic
concerns. Written in smooth and highly accessible prose,
Sam Shepard will serve as the definitive work on the
playwright for years to come.
The Methuen Drama Guide to Contemporary American
Playwrights is an authoritative single-volume guide to the
work of twenty-five American playwrights from the
second half of the twentieth century, written by a team of
twenty-five eminent scholars from the United States,
Canada, Britain, Germany and Ireland contributing
individual studies to the work of each playwright. Each of
the twenty-five chapters provides: a biographical
introduction to the playwright and their work; a survey
and concise analysis of each of the writer's published
plays; a discussion of their style, dramaturgical concerns
and the critical reception; and a full bibliography of
published plays, listing of premieres and a select list of
critical works. Among the many Tony, Obie and Pulitzer
prize-winning playwrights included are Sam Shepard,
Tony Kushner, Suzan-Lori Parks, August Wilson, Paula
Vogel, Tracey Letts and Neil LaBute, besides many
more. Unrivalled in its coverage of recent work and
writers, this collection surveys and analyses the breadth,
vitality and development of theatrical work to emerge
from America over the last fifty years.
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