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An international river basin is an ecological system, an economic thoroughfare, a geographical area, a font of life and livelihoods, a
geopolitical network and, often, a cultural icon. It is also a socio-legal phenomenon. This book is the first detailed study of an
international river basin from a socio-legal perspective. The Mekong River Basin, which sustains approximately 70 million people
across Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam, provides a prime example of the socio-legal complexities of
governing a transboundary river and its tributaries. The book applies its socio-legal analysis to bring a fresh approach to
understanding conflicts surrounding water governance in the Mekong River Basin. The authors describe the wide range of uses
being made of legal doctrine and legal argument in ongoing disputes surrounding hydropower development in the Basin, putting to
rest lingering caricatures of a single, ‘ASEAN’ way of navigating conflict. They call into question some of the common
assumptions concerning the relationship between law and development. The book also sheds light on important questions
concerning the global hybridization or crossover of public and private power and its ramifications for water governance. With
current debates and looming conflicts over water governance globally, and over shared rivers in particular, these issues could not
be more pressing.
Essays on the emerging new orthodoxy in international law that advocates the "rule of law" and "civil society" across the globe
As the first comprehensive analysis of NGO participation at international criminal and human rights courts, this book will interest a
global and wide range of students, scholars, and NGOs in the fields of human rights, public international law, politics and
international relations, and law and society.
Disasters both natural and human-induced are leading to spiralling costs in terms of human lives, lost livelihoods and damaged
assets and businesses. Yet these consequences and the financial and human crises that follow catastrophes can often be traced
to policies unsuited to the emerging scales of the problems they confront, and the lack of institutional capacity to implement
planning and prevention or to manage disasters. This book seeks to overcome this mismatch and to guide development of a more
strategic policy and institutional framework. This updated and revised second edition includes new coverage of climate change
adaptation, which has rapidly become central to disaster and emergency planning and management. This is an essential
handbook for practitioners across the world seeking to improve the quality, robustness and capacity of their disaster management
mechanisms.
Drawing upon ‘global governance,’ ‘global civil society’ (GCS) and ‘international lawmaking’ scholarship and presenting studies
of GCS practice in international lawmaking processes, including treaty-making, conferences, international organisations and
adjudicatory mechanisms, this book comprehensively re-evaluates GCS’s role in public international lawmaking.
The Nile River Basin supports the livelihoods of millions of people in Egypt, Ethiopia, Sudan and Uganda, principally as water for
agriculture and hydropower. The resource is the focus of much contested development, not only between upstream and
downstream neighbours, but also from countries outside the region. This book investigates the water, land and energy nexus in
the Nile Basin. It explains how the current surge in land and energy investments, both by foreign actors as well as domestic
investors, affects already strained transboundary relations in the region and how investments are intertwined within wider contexts
of Nile Basin history, politics and economy. Overall, the book presents a range of perspectives, drawing on political science,
international relations theory, sociology, history and political ecology.
The World Commission on Dams (WCD) report (2000) “Dams and Development: A New Framework for Decision-Making” set a
landmark in the ongoing controversy over large dams. Now that more than ten years have passed, one has to realize that the
WCD norms matter. However, their real chance of becoming implemented relies on whether their core values, strategic priorities
and guidelines are accepted by national decision-makers and are translated into official policies and practices. The book’s major
concern is whether the big hydropower states have improved their standards for environment and resettlement, and whether
international standards are applied or exist only on paper. The introductory and synthesis chapters present the methodological
approach and discuss the findings. Other chapters analyze changes in dam policies in the big hydropower states Brazil, China,
India and Turkey; the role of non-governmental organizations in advocating against the Turkish Ilisu Dam project on the Tigris
River; the strategies of International Rivers and World Wildlife Fund for Nature in the global hydropower game; the policies of the
German government and its positioning in the dam debate, and the engagement of Chinese actors in building the Bui Dam
(Ghana) and the Kamchay Dam (Cambodia).
Internationally operating nongovernmental organisations, NGOs, are increasingly involved in international politics and policy
making. In many respects their involvement resembles activities and policies that, until recently, were typical of traditional national
authorities. This book is about the reasons for which NGOs can and the reasons for which NGOs cannot be considered as rightful
participants in international governance. It tries to deliver rationally defensible starting points for the discussion and the
assessment of claims for the legitimacy of their organizations and activities. The book focuses on the question: What conditions
must ideally be met for an organization to be called truthfully legitimate, be it or be it not as a matter of fact perceived as legitimate
by the public? This does not mean that empirically descriptive questions are left aside. Practical feasibility is important even to a
thoroughly normative conception of legitimacy. For that reason and for heuristic purposes, large parts of this book are dedicated to
the ways in which NGOs and stakeholders perceive NGO legitimacy.
Over the last two decades environmental issues have become important in public and business policy. This book asks why firms
sometimes voluntarily adopt environmental policies which go beyond legal requirements. It employs a new-institutionalist
perspective, and argues that existing explanations, especially from neoclassical economics, concentrate on external factors at the
expense of internal dynamics. Prakash argues that 'beyond-compliance' policies are due to two types of intra-firm processes,
which he describes as power- and leadership-based. His argument is supported by analysis of ten cases within two firms - Baxter
International Inc. and Eli Lilly and Company - including interviews with managers, and access to meetings and documents. This
book therefore examines the internal working of firms' environmental policy in a theoretically rigorous way, providing a significant
contribution to the theory of the firm. It will be valuable for students of business and environmental studies, as well as political
economy and public policy.--Publisher description.
Comparing non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the United Nations and the European Union across a range of different
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issue areas, this volume examines how the choice of venue and institution affects the strategies of NGOs. Despite significant
differences with respect to their scope, membership as well as their institutional rules, the authors find that the UN and the EU
have surprisingly similar effects on civil society organizations and regulate access in such a way that it significantly constrains the
agency of NGOs. Highlights include: A comprehensive outline of the volume’s main research questions, situated within the
existing literature on the topic Eight case studies of NGO involvement in the UN and the EU across a range of different areas,
including human rights, the environment, socio-economic and security issues A theoretically grounded summary of case study
findings, challenging the findings of previous studies regarding the power of NGOs A discussion of the finding’s implications for
the broader literature, as well as for studies relating to the EU and the UN in particular Transnational Activism in the UN and the
EU will be of interest to students and scholars of International Relations, European Studies, and Global Politics. Jutta Joachim is
Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Hannover, Germany. Birgit Locher is a Research Fellow at the Institute
of Political Science at the University of Tübingen, Germany.
Scholarly interest in water ethics is increasing, motivated by the urgency of climate change, water scarcity, privatization and
conflicts over water resources. Water ethics can provide both conceptual perspectives and practical methodologies for identifying
outcomes which are environmentally sustainable and socially just. This book assesses the implications of ongoing research in
framing a new discipline of water ethics in practice. Contributions consider the difficult ethical and epistemological questions of
water ethics in a global context, as well as offering local, empirical perspectives. Case study chapters focus on a range of
countries including Canada, China, Germany, India, South Africa and the USA. The respective insights are brought together in the
final section concerning the practical project of a universal water ethics charter, alongside theoretical questions about the
legitimacy of a global water ethics. Overall the book provides a stimulating examination of water ethics in theory and practice,
relevant to academics and professionals in the fields of water resource management and governance, environmental ethics,
geography, law and political science.
This book tells the story of how two of America's closest allies, Canada and Britain, have sought to reconcile their security
concerns with their legal obligations during two of the most significant international conflicts since the Second World War.
A small group founded Amnesty International in 1961 to translate human rights principles into action. Diplomacy of Conscience
provides a rich account of how the organization pioneered a combination of popular pressure and expert knowledge to advance
global human rights. To an extent unmatched by predecessors and copied by successors, Amnesty International has employed
worldwide publicity campaigns based on fact-finding and moral pressure to urge governments to improve human rights practices.
Less well known is Amnesty International's significant impact on international law. It has helped forge the international
community's repertoire of official responses to the most severe human rights violations, supplementing moral concern with
expertise and conceptual vision. Diplomacy of Conscience traces Amnesty International's efforts to strengthen both popular human
rights awareness and international law against torture, disappearances, and political killings. Drawing on primary interviews and
archival research, Ann Marie Clark posits that Amnesty International's strenuously cultivated objectivity gave the group political
independence and allowed it to be critical of all governments violating human rights. Its capacity to investigate abuses and
interpret them according to international standards helped it foster consistency and coherence in new human rights law.
Generalizing from this study, Clark builds a theory of the autonomous role of nongovernmental actors in the emergence of
international norms pitting moral imperatives against state sovereignty. Her work is of substantial historical and theoretical
relevance to those interested in how norms take shape in international society, as well as anyone studying the increasing visibility
of nongovernmental organizations on the international scene.
NGOs have become one of the main instruments in building peace, especially as UN sanctioned peacekeeping missions begin to
streamline or withdraw from countries and bilateral peacekeeping sponsored by powerful states. During the last three decades, the
UN has relied more and more on NGOs and sub-contractors in peacebuilding. The greater the number of multidimensional
challenges and dilemmas that emerge for these NGOs, the more are the sponsoring governments and intergovernmental
organizations and host states directly affected by these transitional efforts. Henry F. Carey analyzes the difficult choices,
consequences and lessons learned from the UN and foreign governments commissioning NGOs and other subcontractors working
on six peacebuilding policy goals: reconciliation, security, human rights, the rule of law, foreign aid, and election monitoring. The
study examines the effects of the UN and powerful states increasingly relying on NGO peacebuilding in diverse cases like Bosnia,
El Salvador, Nicaragua, Haiti, Liberia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sudan, the Philippines, Chechnya, Iraq, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
This Handbook is a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of the field of international environmental law, with contributions from
leading scholars in the discipline. It is an essential reference text for all students, researchers, and practitioners engaged with
environmental issues at the international level.
Advocacy organizations are viewed as actors motivated primarily by principled beliefs. This volume outlines a new agenda for the
study of advocacy organizations, proposing a model of NGOs as collective actors that seek to fulfil normative concerns and
instrumental incentives, face collective action problems, and compete as well as collaborate with other advocacy actors. The
analogy of the firm is a useful way of studying advocacy actors because individuals, via advocacy NGOs, make choices which are
analytically similar to those that shareholders make in the context of firms. The authors view advocacy NGOs as special types of
firms that make strategic choices in policy markets which, along with creating public goods, support organizational survival,
visibility, and growth. Advocacy NGOs' strategy can therefore be understood as a response to opportunities to supply distinct
advocacy products to well-defined constituencies, as well as a response to normative or principled concerns.

Leading scholars from economics, management studies, and political science suggest effective environmental policies to
mitigate human impact on the environment.
This republished Special Issue highlights recent and emergent concepts and approaches to water governance that recenters the political in relation to water-related decision making, use, and management. To do so at once is to focus on
diverse ontologies, meanings and values of water, and related contestations regarding its use, or its importance for
livelihoods, identity, or place-making. Building on insights from science and technology studies, feminist, and postcolonial
approaches, we engage broadly with the ways that water-related decision making is often depoliticized and evacuated of
political content or meaning—and to what effect. Key themes that emerged from the contributions include the politics of
water infrastructure and insecurity; participatory politics and multi-scalar governance dynamics; politics related to
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emergent technologies of water (bottled or packaged water, and water desalination); and Indigenous water governance.
Situating the global poverty divide as an outgrowth of European imperialism, this book investigates current global
divisions on environmental policy.
There is much controversy over the development of new dams for hydropower, where concerns for environmental
protection and the livelihoods of local people may conflict with the goals of economic development. This book analyses
the opportunities and barriers that NGOs and civil society actors face when conducting advocacy campaigns against
such developments. Through a comparison of two NGO coalitions in Cambodia and Vietnam advocating against the
Xayaburi hydropower dam on the Mekong River, the book explores the intricate interactions of formal and informal rules
and norms and how they influence advocacy strategies. A framework for analysis is proposed which serves as a tool for
analysis by civil society actors. The author generates fresh insights into the way in which opportunities and barriers are
created for NGOs to influence state-centric decision-making processes. The book also discusses Mekong riparian
states’ negotiation process over the Xayaburi hydropower dam in detail, providing an analysis of the Mekong River’s
governance under the 1995 Mekong Agreement. The book concludes by suggesting ways to improve the engagement of
civil society actors in the governance of transboundary rivers and development projects.
Over 90 per cent of the world population lives in countries that share a river basin with others. Freshwater resources are
scarce and different nations, actors and users compete for limited resources in transboundary river basins; often
conflicting with each other. Water is a resource with no substitute: it cannot be secured in sufficiently large quantities
through long-distance trade deals; and, due to the interconnectivity of the hydrological system, the actions of one country
in its water management have a direct bearing on the interests of neighbouring countries. For instance, in the Mekong
River Basin, current hydropower and navigation developments in certain countries impact on traditional sources of
income such as fisheries, and rice production in others. These kinds of changes in water use have given rise to conflict
between countries in that region and others, but have also led, in some cases, to greater cooperation. The past few
decades have seen a number of new agreements about the sharing of river resources and cooperation between riparian
states. Negotiating for Water Resources explores the drivers of conflict and cooperation between states in transnational
river basins. Drawing on extensive fieldwork and interviews on the Mekong, Danube and La Plata River Basins, the book
provides a three level analysis across three case studies, including the regional framework (EU, ASEAN and Mercosur),
the River Basin Organisations (ICPDR, MRC and CIC) and the micro-level. The key question of the book is: To what
extent do power asymmetries prevent or inhibit cooperation between riparian states over water resources? This is linked
to the question of how institutions contribute to mitigate competition for natural resources and how states interact in a
multilateral arena. Overall, the book argues that cooperation in transboundary river basins is possible even where there
are asymmetric power relations, challenging realist assumptions about competition and conflict over resources.
This two-volume encyclopedia provides a thorough introduction to the wide-ranging, fast-developing field of social
networking.
This volume develops a set of provocative themes: globalization is not new; it is neither legally inevitable nor irreversible;
and international legal systems and institutions can assert only a special and limited influence on globalizing
developments.
This book explores international law as a social construct by analysing its social foundations and by re-conceptualizing
the way in which it is commonly understood. It asks what law is and how it works in society, and shows why it is worth to
struggle for new and better-working rules in the international legal order.
Governance of global water resources presents one of the most confounding challenges in contemporary natural
resource governance. With considerable government, citizen and financial donor attention devoted to a range of
international, transnational and domestic laws and policies aimed at protecting, managing and sustainably using fresh
and coastal marine water resources, this book proposes that sustainable water outcomes require a ‘trans-jurisdictional’
approach to water governance. Focusing on the concept of trans-jurisdictional water governance the book diagnoses
barriers and identifies pathways to coherent and coordinated institutional arrangements between and across different
bodies of laws at local, national, regional and international levels. It includes case studies from the European Union,
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, the United States and Southeast Asia. Leading specialists offer insights into the
pretence and the promise of trans-jurisdictional water governance and provide readers, including students, practitioners,
policy-makers and academics, with a basis for better analysing, articulating and synthesising standards of good transjurisdictional water governance both in theory and in practice.
The growth of international law in the post-World War II era stemmed partly from the belief that universal norms would
make life for the entire world's population safer, more equitable, and more conducive to each person's acquisition of
basic material needs. Starting in the sixties and seventies, some scholars and activists challenged this assumption and
established the school of "cultural relativism," a model that pays deference to local cultural traditions and favors them
over international human rights norms. Scholars tried to create and practice a middle-ground approach between
universalism and relativism, whereby the most egregious violations would be prevented through assimilating only jus
cogens norms into indigenous groups' existing cultural traditions. Such efforts at combining a few select international
norms with local cultural traditions largely failed. Culture in Law and Development presents a provocative new solution to
the seemingly intractable problem of combining international norms with local cultural traditions by changing culture
through law and development. In this book, Lan Cao demonstrates how the gradual expansion of customary international
law (CIL) provides a model for changing culture in ways that protect and advance local populations. The book adopts a
holistic view of development and argues that cultural norms that impede the human capabilities of the poor, women, and
other marginal groups should be changed. The book reveals how a more conscious, coordinated effort on such change
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can succeed while non-violative local traditions are otherwise honored and preserved. Cao proposes that cultural change
does not have to constitute cultural disrespect, and that local societies only benefit by a careful combination of externally
wrought change and internally fostered tradition.
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from Amnesty International and Oxfam to Greenpeace and Save the Children
are now key players in global politics. This accessible and informative textbook provides a comprehensive overview of
the significant role and increasing participation of NGOs in world politics. Peter Willetts examines the variety of different
NGOs, their structure, membership and activities, and their complex relationship with social movements and civil society.
He makes us aware that there are many more NGOs exercising influence in the United Nations system than the few
famous ones. Conventional thinking is challenged in a radical manner on four questions: the extent of the engagement of
NGOs in global policy- making; the status of NGOs within international law; the role of NGOs as crucial pioneers in the
creation of the Internet; and the need to integrate NGOs within mainstream international relations theory. This is the
definitive guide to this crucial area within international politics and should be required reading for students, NGO activists,
and policy-makers.
Rules, Norms and NGO Advocacy StrategiesHydropower Development on the Mekong RiverRoutledge
Water scarcity is not simply the result of what nature has to offer but always involves power relations and political
decisions. This volume discusses the politics of the freshwater crisis, specifically how access to water is determined in
different regions and historical periods, how conflict is constructed and managed, and how identity and efforts to control
water systems, through development, technologies, and institutions, shape one another. The book analyzes responses to
the water crisis as efforts to mitigate water insecurity and as expressions of collective identity that legitimate, resist, or
seek to transform existing inequalities. The chapters focus on different processes that contribute to freshwater scarcity,
including land use decisions, pollution, privatization, damming, climate change, discrimination, water management
institutions and technology. Case studies are included from North and South America, Africa, Asia, Europe and New
Zealand.
Looking for a Reader on globalization that is just as exciting as the topic itself? That comprehensively covers the issues
and perspectives you and your students want to talk about? That frames the readings with clear, substantial, and original
analysis by a pair of preeminent scholars? In their new edited volume, Mansbach and Rhodes offer the guidance
students need to work through the varied and lively selections of scholarly and journalistic, theoretical and practical
pieces, from both U.S. and international writers. This reader stands out because: - its coverage of globalization is more
extensive than other competing volumes, as the topic is viewed through historical, technological, conomic, political,
security, cultural, demographic, and environmental lenses; - five unique sections are dedicated to key cross-cutting
questions: the challenge of nationalism; human rights; the debate about whether globalization is good; ?alternative?
globalizations; and globalization?s future; - a broad mix of readings showcase different viewpoints, many of them nonWestern; - readings were chosen for content as well as accessibility; - robust chapter and section introductions and end
of chapter pedagogy are carefully crafted to provide needed context and encourage an active learning focus.
"This work identifies and explains significant variation in the extent and forms of NGO engagement with global
governance institutions and how effective NGOs are in bringing the norms and policy recommendations from the global
level to domestic arenas. We combine insights from international relations with the lens of comparative politics to
understand NGO participation and mediation. We argue that "going global" in whatever form creates some common
challenges for NGOs. If they go global to expand their influence - whether through funding, information, or stricter
standards - they become caught between two institutional frameworks and sets of norms. There are challenges inherent
to that multi-level activism regardless of the particular form of participation. At the same time, the specific nature of the
challenges faced by NGOs depends on domestic political arrangements"-A bracing critique of human rights law and activism from the perspective of the Global South. How are human rights
norms made, who makes them, and why? In Human Rights Standards, Makau Mutua traces the history of the human
rights project and critically explores how the norms of the human rights movement have been created. Examining key
texts and documents published since the inception of the human rights movement at the end of World War II, he crafts a
bracing critique of these works from the hitherto underutilized perspective of the Global South. Attention is focused on the
deficits of the international order and how that order, which is defined by multiple asymmetries, defines human rights in a
manner that exhibits normative gaps and cultural biases. Mutua identifies areas of further norm development and
concludes that norm-creating processes must be inclusive and participatory to garner legitimacy across various
cleavages and divides. The result is the first truly comprehensive critical look at the making of human rights norms and
standards and, as such, will be an invaluable resource for students, scholars, activists, and policymakers interested in
this important topic.
This book compares and discusses a range of responses to managing global issues. The three channels that global
issues flow through (public sector responses, private sector responses, and mixed public-private sectors) are explored in
detail for undergraduate students, with lessons learned from the responses presented to enhance theory and practice.
This book addresses whether and how multilateral economic regimes can successfully transition from international
institutions—cooperation among states—to global governance—cooperation among states and nonstate actors. The
unprecedented era of peace and prosperity since World War II has been underpinned by multilateral economic regimes,
yet in recent years the rise of nonstate actors has intensified international conflicts regarding fundamental questions of
how to govern. This book asks whether and how multilateral regimes will be able to adapt. Based on an analysis of
multilateral regimes for trade, investment, and poor-country debt, the author concludes that allmultilateral
regimes—including those in the security, human rights, and environmental areas—face an increasingly existential
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challenge of reconciling the diverse ‘polity preferences’ of an ever-growing constituency of state and nonstate actors.
This book’s key contribution is a single model of state and nonstate actor preference formation, which offers the reader a
new way to understand the dynamics of twenty-first century global governance. States, Nonstate Actors, and Global
Governancewill be of interest to students and scholars of international relations, economics, international institutions,
global governance and international political economy.
Disasters both natural and human-induced are leading to spiralling costs in terms of human lives, lost livelihoods and
damaged assets and businesses. Yet these consequences and the financial and human crises that follow catastrophes
can often be traced to policies unsuited to the emerging scales of the problems they confront, and the lack of institutional
capacity to implement planning and prevention or to manage disasters. This book seeks to overcome this mismatch and
to guide development of a policy and institutional framework. For the first time it brings together into a coherent
framework the insights of public policy, institutional design and emergency and disaster management.
This book investigates the contributions of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to policymaking at the WTO,
challenging the idea that NGOs can be narrowly understood as potential democratic antidotes to the imperfections of
Inter-Governmental Organizations (IGOs). The book highlights the significance of interactions between states, NGOs and
IGOs, in order to understand their contributions to international trade governance. Based on case studies in the areas of
labour standards, intellectual property and investment rules, the author finds that NGO activities serve an agenda setting
function: they publicize neglected traderelated issues, persuade others to support their positions, enhance the resources
of less developed member states and highlight normative rationales for policy change. In evaluating NGO campaign
tactics and emphasizing relations between NGOs and WTO member states, this book advances understandings of the
parameters of NGO agency in global governance. The Making of International Trade Policy will appeal to scholars
andstudents with an interest in NGOs, research institutes and thinktanks, as well as policymakers, national trade
negotiators, government departments and the trade policy community. NGO personnel active on WTO and trade policy
issues - both researchers and activists - will also find this book thought-provoking.
Soft law increasingly shapes and impacts the content of international law in multiple ways, from being a first step in a
norm-making process to providing detailed rules and technical standards required for the interpretation and the
implementation of treaties. This is especially true in the area of human rights. While relatively few human rights treaties
have been adopted at the UN level in the last two decades, the number of declarations, resolutions, conclusions, and
principles has grown significantly. In some areas, soft law has come to fill a void in the absence of treaty law, exerting a
degree of normative force exceeding its non-binding character. In others areas, soft law has become a battleground for
interpretative struggles to expand and limit human rights protection in the context of existing regimes. Despite these
developments, little attention has been paid to soft law within human rights legal scholarship. Building on a thorough
analysis of relevant case studies, this volume systematically explores the roles of soft law in both established and
emerging human rights regimes. The book argues that a better understanding of how soft law shapes and affects
different branches of international human rights law not only provides a more dynamic picture of the current state of
international human rights, but also helps to unsettle and critically question certain political and doctrinal beliefs.
Following introductory chapters that lay out the general conceptual framework, the book is divided in two parts. The first
part focuses on cases that examine the role of soft law within human rights regimes where there are established hard law
standards, its progressive and regressive effects, and the role that different actors play in the incubation process. The
second part focuses on the role of soft law in emerging areas of international law where there is no substantial treaty
codification of norms. These chapters examine the relationship between soft and hard law, the role of different actors in
formulating new soft law, and the potential for eventual codification.
Civil society, or citizen's groups, have taken centre stage in international policy debates and global problem solving. They
hold out the promise of a global community and global governance. This volume, by leading scholars and participants,
shows how to understand the changes that are occurring, particularly in relation to the international institutions involved.
It includes case studies from all the major social movements of the 1990s.
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