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Follows the journey of a sun-baked, shirtless man as he walks without seeing through
the shifting desert sands.
Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds is a study of crowd
psychology by Scottish journalist Charles Mackay. The subjects of Mackay's debunking
include witchcraft, alchemy, crusades, duels, economic bubbles, fortune-telling,
haunted houses, the Drummer of Tedworth, the influence of politics and religion on the
shapes of beards and hair, magnetizers (influence of imagination in curing disease),
murder through poisoning, prophecies, popular admiration of great thieves, popular
follies of great cities, and relics. Contents: Volume 1: National Delusions: The
Mississippi Scheme The South Sea Bubble The Tulipomania Relics Modern Prophecies
Popular Admiration for Great Thieves Influence of Politics and Religion on the Hair and
Beard Duels and Ordeals The Love of the Marvellous and the Disbelief of the True
Popular Follies in Great Cities Old Price Riots The Thugs, or Phansigars Volume 2:
Peculiar Follies: The Crusades The Witch Mania The Slow Poisoners Haunted Houses
Volume 3: Philosophical Delusions : The Alchemysts Fortune Telling The Magnetisers
The science of dendrochronology has grown significantly in the past 20 years. In the
1950s and 1960s, interest in the subject was limited to only a handful of scientists who
perceived in dendrochronology a "l'art pour l'art". Today, however, specialists from
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many different fields recognize and are pursuing the problems of dendrochronology.
Tree-ring research has acquired a permanent role in the various sciences of
archeology, history, geology, ecology, and climatology. The founders of
dendrochronology themselves were of varied scientific backgrounds and interests. For
example, A. E. Douglass in the United States was an astronomer, B. Huber in Germany
a forest-biologist, and F. N. Shvedov in Russia a climatologist. Today the spectrum is
even broader. Many den drochronologists are authorities in mathematics, archeology,
history, forestry, botany, wood technology, ecology geography, geology, etc. It is,
therefore, understandable that it has become almost impossible for one individual to
encompass the entire field. Bitvinskas (1974), Fritts (1976), Schweingruber (1983), and
Mitsutani (1990) have attempted, each guided by his own interests, to provide at least
an overview of the field. Recently, individual aspects have been presented by groups of
authors in books edited by Fletscher (1978), Hughes et al. (1982), Jacoby and
Hornbeck (1987) and Bradley and Jones (1992). It is very likely that in the future
summaries covering each branch of dendrochronology will be published.
During a seven-decade career that spanned from 19th century Vienna to 1920s
Broadway to the golden age of Hollywood, three-time Academy Award winner Max
Steiner did more than any other composer to introduce and establish the language of
film music. Indeed, revered contemporary film composers like John Williams and Danny
Elfman use the same techniques that Steiner himself perfected in his iconic work for
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such classics as Casablanca, King Kong, Gone with the Wind, The Searchers, Now,
Voyager, the Astaire-Rogers musicals, and over 200 other titles. And Steiner's private
life was a drama all its own. Born into a legendary Austrian theatrical dynasty, he
became one of Hollywood's top-paid composers. But he was also constantly in
debt--the inevitable result of gambling, financial mismanagement, four marriages, and
the actions of his emotionally troubled son. Throughout his chaotic life, Steiner was
buoyed by an innate optimism, a quick wit, and an instinctive gift for melody, all of
which would come to the fore as he met and worked with luminaries like Richard
Strauss, George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, the Warner Bros., David O. Selznick, Bette
Davis, Frank Sinatra, and Frank Capra. In Music by Max Steiner, the first full biography
of Steiner, author Steven C. Smith interweaves the dramatic incidents of Steiner's
personal life with an accessible exploration of his composing methods and experiences,
bringing to life the previously untold story of a musical pioneer and master dramatist
who helped create a vital new art with some of the greatest film scores in cinema
history.
"[A] wrenchingly intimate depiction of a couple in the chilly, hibernal years of their
marriage.… [A book] with rare and unexpected beauty." —Wall Street Journal With
Midwinter Break, a moving portrait of retired couple Gerry and Stella Gilmore’s
marriage in crisis, Bernard MacLaverty reminds us why he is regarded as one of the
greatest living Irish writers. Through accurate, compassionate observation and
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effortlessly elegant writing, MacLaverty reveals the long-unspoken insecurities that exist
between Gerry and Stella over their four-day holiday in Amsterdam, crafting a profound
examination of human love.
Cass and Carl are eleven year-old twins. They spend most of their spare time in the
local park near a grand old Moreton bay fig. The council is going to cut the tree down
because of complaints from a wealthy resident. The twins try desperately to gather
enough signatures on a petition to save the tree. Just when they lose all hope of getting
enough signatures in time, they are drawn into the tree where they meet the guardian of
the tree - the Trumpalar.
"How the insights of an 18th century economist can help us live better in the 21st
century. Adam Smith became famous for The Wealth of Nations, but the Scottish
economist also cared deeply about our moral choices and behavior--the subjects of his
other brilliant book, The Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759). Now, economist Russ
Roberts shows why Smith's neglected work might be the greatest self-help book you've
never read. Roberts explores Smith's unique and fascinating approach to fundamental
questions such as: - What is the deepest source of human satisfaction? - Why do we
sometimes swing between selfishness and altruism? - What's the connection between
morality and happiness? Drawing on current events, literature, history, and pop culture,
Roberts offers an accessible and thought-provoking view of human behavior through
the lenses of behavioral economics and philosophy"-Page 4/15
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Misconceptions, misunderstandings, and flawed facts
finally get the heave-ho in this humorous, downright humiliating book of reeducation based on
the phenomenal British bestseller. Challenging what most of us assume to be verifiable truths
in areas like history, literature, science, nature, and more,The Book of General Ignorance is a
witty “gotcha” compendium of how little we actually know about anything. It’ll have you
scratching your head wondering why we even bother to go to school. Think Magellan was the
first man to circumnavigate the globe, baseball was invented in America, Henry VIII had six
wives, Mount Everest is the tallest mountain? Wrong, wrong, wrong, and wrong again. You’ll
be surprised at how much you don’t know! Check out The Book of General Ignorance for more
fun entries and complete answers to the following: How long can a chicken live without its
head? About two years. What do chameleons do? They don’t change color to match the
background. Never have; never will. Complete myth. Utter fabrication. Total Lie. They change
color as a result of different emotional states. How many legs does a centipede have? Not a
hundred. How many toes has a two-toed sloth? It’s either six or eight. Who was the first
American president? Peyton Randolph. What were George Washington’s false teeth made
from? Mostly hippopotamus. What was James Bond’s favorite drink? Not the vodka martini.
Susan Orlean’s bestseller and New York Times Notable Book is “a sheer delight…as rich in
insight and as varied as the treasures contained on the shelves in any local library” (USA
TODAY)—a dazzling love letter to a beloved institution and an investigation into one of its
greatest mysteries. “Everybody who loves books should check out The Library Book” (The
Washington Post). On the morning of April 28, 1986, a fire alarm sounded in the Los Angeles
Public Library. The fire was disastrous: it reached two thousand degrees and burned for more
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than seven hours. By the time it was extinguished, it had consumed four hundred thousand
books and damaged seven hundred thousand more. Investigators descended on the scene,
but more than thirty years later, the mystery remains: Did someone purposefully set fire to the
library—and if so, who? Weaving her lifelong love of books and reading into an investigation of
the fire, award-winning New Yorker reporter and New York Times bestselling author Susan
Orlean delivers a “delightful…reflection on the past, present, and future of libraries in America”
(New York magazine) that manages to tell the broader story of libraries and librarians in a way
that has never been done before. In the “exquisitely written, consistently entertaining” (The
New York Times) The Library Book, Orlean chronicles the LAPL fire and its aftermath to
showcase the larger, crucial role that libraries play in our lives; delves into the evolution of
libraries; brings each department of the library to vivid life; studies arson and attempts to burn
a copy of a book herself; and reexamines the case of Harry Peak, the blond-haired actor long
suspected of setting fire to the LAPL more than thirty years ago. “A book lover’s dream…an
ambitiously researched, elegantly written book that serves as a portal into a place of history,
drama, culture, and stories” (Star Tribune, Minneapolis), Susan Orlean’s thrilling journey
through the stacks reveals how these beloved institutions provide much more than just
books—and why they remain an essential part of the heart, mind, and soul of our country.
'Sleigh bells ring! Are you listening?' Based on the much-loved song Winter Wonderland, this
gorgeous picture book takes you on an enchanting journey through a glistening winter
landscape. With beautiful wildlife to spot on every page, it is the perfect gift for the most
wonderful time of the year. 'Winter Wonderland is one of my favourite songs and one thats
played over and over again in our house throughout the winter months. Hearing it conjures up
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happy memories of winter walks in the woods with my family and friends. No matter how old
you are, I think the wonder and excitement of waking up to a world under a blanket of snow still
remains.' - Tim Hopgood
In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer against the
wishes of her father and fiance, takes a job at a summer inn where she discovers the truth
about the death of a guest. Based on a true story.
Original / British English One day Rafael was well; the next day he was completely mad. What
happened to him? The story of Rafael and his gold ring is a strange story of murder, mystery
and love. Many people know part of the story. But only Rafael knows the true facts. And Rafael
is mad.
The inspiring stories of 6 people who changed history.
WINNER OF THE 2020 INTERNATIONAL BOOKER PRIZE A stark and gripping tale of
childhood grief from one of the most exciting new voices in Dutch literature Ten-year-old Jas
lives with her strictly religious parents and her siblings on a dairy farm where waste and frivolity
are akin to sin. Despite the dreary routine of their days, Jas has a unique way of experiencing
her world: her face soft like cheese under her mother’s hands; the texture of green warts, like
capers, on migrating toads in the village; the sound of “blush words” that aren’t in the Bible.
One icy morning, the disciplined rhythm of her family’s life is ruptured by a tragic accident, and
Jas is convinced she is to blame. As her parents’ suffering makes them increasingly distant,
Jas and her siblings develop a curiosity about death that leads them into disturbing rituals and
fantasies. Cocooned in her red winter coat, Jas dreams of “the other side” and of salvation,
not knowing where this dreaming will finally lead her. A bestseller in the Netherlands, Marieke
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Lucas Rijneveld’s radical debut novel The Discomfort of Evening offers readers a rare vision
of rural and religious life in the Netherlands. In it, they ask: In the absence of comfort and care,
what can the mind of a child invent to protect itself? And what happens when that is not
enough? With stunning psychological acuity and images of haunting, violent beauty, Rijneveld
has created a captivating world of language unlike any other.

Historical study of philosophy, attitudes to Aborigines seen through the arts;
growth of Aboriginal identity, radicalism and Aborigines in the arts; Aboriginal
cultural recognition and cultural convergence.
"The 40-Knot Sailboat" is for boat designers or sailing enthusiasts looking to
maximize their sailing speeds and improve handling. Although he originally
published this book in 1963, Bernard Smith had such advanced thinking and
technical insights that his work is still studied and important to anyone interested
in creating the fastest sailboats. "The 40-Knot Sailboat" is divided into three
parts: Part one explains the history of the sailboat's problems. Part two recounts
developments relating to the Aerohydrofoil. Part three focuses on the technical
aspects of Smith's innovative designs, including both non-technical and technical
(which include mathematical formulas) aspects. "The 40-Knot Sailboat" is must
reading for anyone serious about creating cutting edge sailboats.
Water. We drink it. We cook with it. We wash with it. We can't live without it. Most
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of us don't think about it much. But it is not there for everybody, and our world is
changing fast. We have to think very carefully about water, and about our use of
it.
In her first novel since The Quick and the Dead (a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize),
the legendary writer takes us into an uncertain landscape after an environmental
apocalypse, a world in which only the man-made has value, but some still wish to
salvage the authentic. "She practices ... camouflage, except that instead of
adapting to its environment, Williams’s imagination, by remaining true to itself,
reveals new colorations in the ecology around her.” —A.O. Scott, The New York
Times Book Review Khristen is a teenager who, her mother believes, was
marked by greatness as a baby when she died for a moment and then came
back to life. After Khristen’s failing boarding school for gifted teens closes its
doors, and she finds that her mother has disappeared, she ranges across the
dead landscape and washes up at a “resort” on the shores of a mysterious,
putrid lake the elderly residents there call “Big Girl.” In a rotting honeycomb of
rooms, these old ones plot actions to punish corporations and people they
consider culpable in the destruction of the final scraps of nature’s beauty. What
will Khristen and Jeffrey, the precocious ten-year-old boy she meets there, learn
from this “gabby seditious lot, in the worst of health but with kamikaze hearts, an
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army of the aged and ill, determined to refresh, through crackpot violence, a
plundered earth”? Rivetingly strange and beautiful, and delivered with Williams’s
searing, deadpan wit, Harrow is their intertwined tale of paradise lost and of their
reasons—against all reasonableness—to try and recover something of it.
High interest, low vocab for Adult Literacy and English as a second language
learners.
Longman Easystarts is a series of low level readers aimed at students who are
just starting to read and who want to read books which are simple but not
childish. Language level is controlled and each page has text and illustrations.
This tells the story of two children who photograph a wanted man.
The joy of sailing for the do-it-yourself shipbuilder. Feel the power of a motorless
waterborne machine that can make better than 43 knots in a 15-knot wind. Read
this book and emulate the writer, Bernard Smith, as he moves design art toward
the ultimate "sailing" machine. A beautiful book that will give you years of
contemplative pleasure
Do you have a real relationship with God, or do you just have a religion? Do you
know God, or do you just know about God? In How Big Is Your God? Paul
Coutinho, SJ, challenges us to grow stronger and deeper in our faith and in our
relationship with God—a God whose love knows no bounds. To help us on our
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way, Coutinho introduces us to people in various world religions—from Hindu
friends to Buddhist teachers to St. Ignatius of Loyola—who have shaped his
spiritual life and made possible his deep, personal relationship with God.
Original / British English David Beckham, captain of England and famous for his
Number 7 shirt at Manchester United, is now playing for LA Galaxy. But when did
he start to play football? And why is he now world famous? This is his story.
"Discusses the European interpretation of the Pacific in the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries. It considers the work of artists attached to scientific
voyages of discovery and exploration from the time of Cook to the time of
Dumont d'Urville and elucidates the ways in which their work is related to the
scientific interestes and prevailing ideas of their eras."--Book jacket.
Penguin Readers Level 3: the RingLongman
Richard Sharpe returns to England to save the regiment.
Longman Originals is a series of graded readers. All the stories are specially
written for EFL students and follow internationally established language
guidelines.
Bernard takes the reader on an evocative and fascinating journey from his early
life, detailing his ancestral influences on his chosen career of cellist, until the
present day. A charming book full of pathos and humour, which tells the true
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story of the forming of the world famous Lindsay String Quartet, their adventures,
during 40 years of world travel and their achievement of the highest accolades
making them one of the most revered quarters of the 20th century. Bernard
continues, in his third section, to talk of his introduction to the Alpujarras in the
Sierra Mountains of Southern Spain, the area he has chosen to live with his wife
Theresa. This book is both engaging and humorous whilst also giving a uniquely
personal perspective into the life of one of the world's greatest quartet cellists. A
must read for any fan of chamber music and in particular of the famed 'Lindsay
String Quartet'.
Winner of the 2004 Orange Prize for Fiction A Picador Original Trade Paperback
Hortense Joseph arrives in London from Jamaica in 1948 with her life in her
suitcase, her heart broken, her resolve intact. Her husband, Gilbert Joseph,
returns from the war expecting to be received as a hero, but finds his status as a
black man in Britain to be second class. His white landlady, Queenie, raised as a
farmer's daughter, befriends Gilbert, and later Hortense, with innocence and
courage, until the unexpected arrival of her husband, Bernard, who returns from
combat with issues of his own to resolve. Told in these four voices, Small Island
is a courageous novel of tender emotion and sparkling wit, of crossings taken
and passages lost, of shattering compassion and of reckless optimism in the face
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of insurmountable barriers---in short, an encapsulation of that most American of
experiences: the immigrant's life.
A hilarious new middle grade novel from beloved and bestselling author Gordon
Korman about what happens when the worst class of kids in school is paired with
the worst teacher—perfect for fans of Ms. Bixby’s Last Day. The Unteachables
are a notorious class of misfits, delinquents, and academic train wrecks. Like
Aldo, with anger management issues; Parker, who can’t read; Kiana, who
doesn’t even belong in the class—or any class; and Elaine (rhymes with pain).
The Unteachables have been removed from the student body and isolated in
room 117. Their teacher is Mr. Zachary Kermit, the most burned-out teacher in all
of Greenwich. He was once a rising star, but his career was shattered by a
cheating scandal that still haunts him. After years of phoning it in, he is finally one
year away from early retirement. But the superintendent has his own plans to
torpedo that idea—and it involves assigning Mr. Kermit to the Unteachables. The
Unteachables never thought they’d find a teacher who had a worse attitude than
they did. And Mr. Kermit never thought he would actually care about teaching
again. Over the course of a school year, though, room 117 will experience
mayhem, destruction—and maybe even a shot at redemption.
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by-step fashion. Each unit includes short sections of explanation with examples,
followed by stimulating practice exercises to complete in the book. Feedback and
comment sections follow each exercise to enable students to monitor their
progress. No previous background in semantics is assumed, as students begin
by discovering the value and fascination of the subject and then move through all
key topics in the field, including sense and reference, simple logic, word meaning
and interpersonal meaning. New study guides and exercises have been added to
the end of each unit to help reinforce and test learning. A completely new unit on
non-literal language and metaphor, plus updates throughout the text significantly
expand the scope of the original edition to bring it up-to-date with modern
teaching of semantics for introductory courses in linguistics as well as
intermediate students.
Word count 5,775
While the prediction of observations is a forward problem, the use of actual
observations to infer the properties of a model is an inverse problem. Inverse
problems are difficult because they may not have a unique solution. The
description of uncertainties plays a central role in the theory, which is based on
probability theory. This book proposes a general approach that is valid for linear
as well as for nonlinear problems. The philosophy is essentially probabilistic and
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allows the reader to understand the basic difficulties appearing in the resolution
of inverse problems. The book attempts to explain how a method of acquisition of
information can be applied to actual real-world problems, and many of the
arguments are heuristic.
Bernard Malamud was one of the most accomplished American novelists of the
postwar years. From the Pulitzer Prize winner The Fixer as well as The Assistant,
named one of the best "100 All–Time Novels" by Time Magazine—to mention only
two of the more than a dozen published books—he not only established himself in
the first rank of American writers but also took the country's literature in new and
important directions. In her signature memoir, Smith explores her renowned
father's life and literary legacy. Malamud was among the most brilliant novelists
of his era, and counted among his friends Philip Roth, Saul Bellow, Theodore
Roethke, and Shirley Jackson. Yet Malamud was also very private. Only his
family has had full access to his personal papers, including letters and journals
that offer unique insight into the man and his work. In her candid, evocative, and
loving memoir, his daughter brings Malamud to vivid life.
Reading level: 2 [yellow].
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