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The two great Persian invasions of Greece, in 490 and
480-79 B.C., both repulsed by the Greeks, provide our
best opportunity for understanding the interplay of
religion and history in ancient Greece. Using the
Histories of Herodotus as well as other historical and
archaeological sources, Jon Mikalson shows how the
Greeks practiced their religion at this pivotal moment in
their history. In the period of the invasions and the years
immediately after, the Greeks--internationally, state by
state, and sometimes individually--turned to their deities,
using religious practices to influence, understand, and
commemorate events that were threatening their very
existence. Greeks prayed and sacrificed; made and
fulfilled vows to the gods; consulted oracles; interpreted
omens and dreams; created cults, sanctuaries, and
festivals; and offered dozens of dedications to their gods
and heroes--all in relation to known historical events. By
portraying the human situations and historical
circumstances in which Greeks practiced their religion,
Mikalson advances our knowledge of the role of religion
in fifth-century Greece and reveals a religious dimension
of the Persian Wars that has been previously
overlooked.
Rolf Strootman brings together various aspects of court
culture in the Macedonian empires of the postAchaemenid Near East.
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Greek
and Roman history has largely been
reconstructed from the works of Herodotus, Thucydides,
Livy, Tacitus, and other major authors who are today well
represented in English translations. But much equally
valuable documentary material is buried in inscriptions
and papyri and in the works of Greek and Roman
grammarians and scholars, and less well known
historians and literary figures, of whose writings only
isolated quotations have been preserved. Translated
Documents of Greece and Rome has been planned to
provide, above all, primary source material for the study
of the classical world. It makes important historical
documents available in English to scholars and students
of classical history. The format of the translations is
remarkable in attempting to reproduce faithfully the
textual difficulties and uncertainties inherent in the
documents, so that the reader without a knowledge of
classical languages can assess the reliability of the
various readings and interpretations. The author's
purpose in compiling this book is to help the teaching of
Hellenistic history at undergraduate and graduate level
by providing students and teachers with a representative
selection of accurately translated documents dealing with
the political and social history of Greece and the Near
and Middle East from c. 300 to c. 30 BC. The continuing
vitality of the Greek cities in the Hellenistic period and
the interaction of Greek and non-Greek cultures in the
Near and Middle East after Alexander are the two
themes to which the author pays particular attention. In
accordance with the principles of this series, selections
from readily available major authors such as Polybius
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unavoidable. Instead the bulk of the selections have
been drawn from papyrological and epigraphical
sources, many of which have never been translated into
English before. The texts include city decrees and
regulations, royal letters and ordinances, records of
embassies and judicial decisions, dedications, treaties,
statue bases, and documents dealing with the
establishment of festivals, dynastic and other religious
cults, education and other endowments. Brief
commentaries and bibliographical notes accompany
each text. Students and teachers of ancient history and
classical civilization will welcome this book. Those
studying Jewish history and the historical background of
early Christianity will also find it interesting.
Violence had long been central to the experience of
Hellenistic Greek cities and to their civic discourses. This
volume asks how these discourses were shaped and
how they functioned within the particular cultural
constructs of the Hellenistic world. It was a period in
which warfare became more professionalised, and wars
increasingly ubiquitous. The period also saw major
changes in political structures that led to political and
cultural experimentation and transformation in which the
political and cultural heritage of the classical city-state
encountered the new political principles and
cosmopolitan cultures of Hellenism. Finally, and in a
similar way, it saw expanded opportunities for cultural
transfer in cities through (re)constructions of urban
space. Violence thus entered the city through external
military and political shocks, as well as within emerging
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hierarchies and civic institutions. Such factors also
inflected economic activity, religious practices and
rituals, and the artistic, literary and philosophical life of
the polis.
Religion in Hellenistic AthensUniv of California Press
The contributors to this volume seek to decipher the
Hellenistic citizens' views on vital elements of their
society: the city, the ruler, religion, magic and astrology,
everyday life and social relations (family and gender),
morality, uses of the past, and the iconography of death.
How did the changes in political and social ideas affect
actions and practices, which in turn again altered
concepts? Moreover, the authors distinguish between
the views of the common people and the elite, the
evidence from inscriptions (seen as popular sentiment)
and the evidence from literature (from the elite). The
authors' conclusions have broad ramifications for future
scholars in a field that has not hitherto received much
attention. This volume is essential reading on the early
development of individualism and the history of ideas.

People, A Global Agenda discusses the social
impact of global transformations. A collaborative
effort of more than fifty thinkers from countries
throughout the world, the book contains specific
proposals intended to address several of the major
problems afflicting virtually every country today. The
crises confronted by the contributors include poverty,
unemployment, and social disintegration. Part One
examines the need for a shift in our understanding of
security from a political to a human sense of the
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term. Contributors devise strategies for improving
human living conditions, and propose new
frameworks of development cooperation and new
patterns of global governance in order to enhance
human security. Part Two highlights the impact of
poverty in political, economic, social, and
environmental terms. The character of
unemployment, under-employment, low-productive
employment, and the new phenomenon of jobless
growth at the turn of the 21st century forms the heart
of Part Three. The selections seek to delineate
measures, at both the state and market level, for the
expansion of productive employment and
sustainable livelihoods, and for the role of new
technology in this endeavor. Part Four examines the
causes and impacts of the world's social
disintegration and inequality, and advocates means
by which social cohesion and justice can be
enhanced.
This major addition to Blackwell?s Companions to
the Ancient World series covers all aspects of
religion in the ancient Greek world from the archaic,
through the classical and into the Hellenistic period.
Written by a panel of international experts Focuses
on religious life as it was experienced by Greek men
and women at different times and in different places
Features major sections on local religious systems,
sacred spaces and ritual, and the divine
In this compact yet comprehensive history of ancient
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Greece, Thomas R. Martin brings alive Greek
civilization from its Stone Age roots to the fourth
century B.C. Focusing on the development of the
Greek city-state and the society, culture, and
architecture of Athens in its Golden Age, Martin
integrates political, military, social, and cultural
history in a book that will appeal to students and
general readers alike. This edition has been updated
with new suggested readings and illustrations.
This handbook offers a comprehensive overview of
scholarship in ancient Greek religion, from the
Archaic to the Hellenistic periods. The handbook
lays out the key dimensions of ancient Greek
religion, approaches to evidence, and the
representations of myths. The chapters reveal to
readers the questions about, and the continuities
and differences between, religious structures across
time and place; including cultural interactions with
Egypt, the Near East, theBlack Sea, and Bactria and
India.
Erudite and urbane, a scion of the Peripatos,
Demetrius of Phalerum dominated Athenian political
life for a decade (317-307 B.C.E.) with Macedonian
support. Viewed by some as the embodiment of the
longed-for 'philosopher-king', Demetrius has been
seen a test case for the interplay of philosophical
training and political praxis in antiquity. This book,
through a close re-examination of the fragmentary
and diffuse testimonia for Demetrius decade, argues
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that such a view misunderstands his legislative,
constitutional and financial reforms, which should
rather be seen within the context of Macedonian
suzerainty, Athenian self-interest, and contemporary
social changes. Such a context also affords a better
understanding of the dynamic relations between the
Macedonian generals and the preeminent Greek city
at the dawn of the Hellenistic era.
New translations of the writings of Isocrates, one of
ancient Greece?s foremost orators, illustrating his
views on life, morality, and history.
A study of the approbation of religious actions and
artefacts and an investigation of the various
authorities in religious activities in classical and
Hellenistic Athens. New esthetic and social aspects
and a new view of polis control of religion emerge.
This Companion volume offers fifteen original essays
on the Hellenistic world and is intended to
complement and supplement general histories of the
period from Alexander the Great to Kleopatra VII of
Egypt. Each chapter treats a different aspect of the
Hellenistic world - religion, philosophy, family,
economy, material culture, and military campaigns,
among other topics. The essays address key
questions about this period: To what extent were
Alexander's conquests responsible for the creation of
this new 'Hellenistic' age? What is the essence of
this world and how does it differ from its Classical
predecessor? What continuities and discontinuities
Page 7/13

Read Free Religion In Hellenistic Athens
Hellenistic Culture Society Hellenistic Culture
And Society
can be identified? Collectively, the essays provide an
in-depth view of a complex world. The volume also
provides a bibliography on the topics along with
recommendations for further reading.
Covering the period from the death of Alexander the
Great to the celebrated defeat of Antony and
Cleopatra at the hands of Augustus, this
authoritative Companion explores the world that
Alexander created but did not live to see. Comprises
29 original essays by leading international scholars.
Essential reading for courses on Hellenistic history.
Combines narrative and thematic approaches to the
period. Draws on the very latest research. Covers a
broad range of topics, spanning political, religious,
social, economic and cultural history.
The Hellenistic period (approximately the last three
centuries B.C.), with its cultural complexities and
enduring legacies, retains a lasting fascination today.
Reflecting the vigor and productivity of scholarship
directed at this period in the past decade, this
collection of original essays is a wide-ranging
exploration of current discoveries and questions. The
twelve essays emphasize the cultural interaction of
Greek and non-Greek societies in the Hellenistic
period, in contrast to more conventional focuses on
politics, society, or economy. The result of original
research by some of the leading scholars in
Hellenistic history and culture, this volume is an
exemplary illustration of the cultural richness of this
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period. Paul Cartledge's introduction contains an
illuminating introductory overview of current trends in
Hellenistic scholarship. The essays themselves
range over broad questions of comparative
historiography, literature, religion, and the roles of
Athens, Rome, and the Jews within the context of
the Hellenistic world. The volume is dedicated to
Frank Walbank and includes an updated
bibliography of his work which has been essential to
our understanding of the Hellenistic period.
Noted scholar's brilliant recapitulation of an
especially fertile period for Greek astronomy,
physics, mathematics, other sciences. Also
illuminating discussions of art, religion, literature,
more. "A wonderful book." ? Scientific American.
Until now, there has been no comprehensive study
of religion in Athens from the end of the classical
period to the time of Rome's domination of the city.
Jon D. Mikalson provides a chronological approach
to religion in Hellenistic Athens, disproving the widely
held belief that Hellenistic religion during this period
represented a decline from the classical era.
Drawing from epigraphical, historical, literary, and
archaeological sources, Mikalson traces the religious
cults and beliefs of Athenians from the battle of
Chaeroneia in 338 B.C. to the devastation of Athens
by Sulla in 86 B.C., demonstrating that traditional
religion played a central and vital role in Athenian
private, social, and political life. Mikalson describes
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the private and public religious practices of
Athenians during this period, emphasizing the role
these practices played in the life of the citizens and
providing a careful scruntiny of individual cults. He
concludes his study by using his findings from
Athens to call into question several commonly held
assumptions about the general development of
religion in Hellenistic Greece.
One of the most creative and consequential collisions in
Western culture involved the encounter of Judaism with
Hellenism. In this widely acclaimed study of the Jews
who lived in Hellenistic Egypt, "between Athens and
Jerusalem," John J. Collins examines the literature of
Hellenistic Judaism, treating not only the introductory
questions of date, authorship, and provenance but also
the larger question of Jewish identity in the GrecoRoman world.First published in 1984, this landmark
study by one of the world's leading experts in Hellinistic
Judaism is now fully revised and updated to take into
account the best of recent scholarship.
Exploiting the abundant primary sources available, this
book examines the diverse ways in which war shaped
the Hellenistic world. An overview of war and society in
the Hellenistic world. Highlights the interdependence of
warfare and social phenomena. Covers a wide range of
topics, including social conditions as causes of war, the
role of professional warriors, the discourse of war in
Hellenistic cities, the budget of war, the collective
memory of war, and the aesthetics of war. Draws on the
abundance of primary sources available.
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This work
traces the decline of Greek religion and
christianization of the Eastern Roman Empire between
the death of Julian the Apostate and the legislation of
Justinian the Great against paganism. It treats both
urban and rural affairs, with particular emphasis on
interpreting the epigraphy. This publication has also
been published in hardback, please click here for details.
"First published 1986 ... in The Oxford history of the
classical world"--T.p. verso.
While the first American edition of this book, published
more than a decade ago, was a revised translation of the
German book, Einführung in das Neue Testament, this
second edition of the first volume of the Introduction to
the New Testament is no longer dependent upon a
previously published German work. The author hopes
that for the student of the New Testament it is a useful
introduction into the many complex aspects of the
political, cultural, and religious developments that
characterized the world in which early Christianity arose
and by which the New Testament and other early
Christian writings were shaped.
A selection of a leading Athenian historian's writings on
Alexander the Great and the major monarchies emerging
from his empire

Shavit (history of the Jewish people, Tel Aviv U.)
describes how Jewish intellectuals of the 18th
century began finding in classical Greek culture
elements they though Jewish culture lacked and
would have to embrace in order to become part of
the modern world. He explains that by asserting that
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Judaism had been open to Hellenistic influences
since the time of the Second Table, they legitimized
their own efforts to secularize Jewish identity and
culture. First published as Yahadut bi-re'i haYavanut ve-hofa'at ha-Yehudi ha-Helenisti hamoderni by Am Oved Published, Tel Aviv, in 1992.
Distributed by ISBS. Annotation copyrighted by Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR
Provides undergraduate students with a vibrant
account of the religious world of ancient Greece,
now in its third edition Ancient Greek Religion offers
a detailed yet accessible introduction to the beliefs,
myths, rituals, and deities of Greek religion. Author
Jon D. Mikalson provides a vivid depiction of Greek
religious practice in Athens, Delphi, and Olympia
during the Classical period and in select other cities
during the Hellenistic period. This reader-friendly
textbook explains basic concepts of Greek
polytheism, describes major deities and cults, and
discusses various aspects of Greek religious life in
the context of the city-state, the village, the family,
and the individual. The revised third edition features
new contributions by Andrej and Ivana Petrovic. It
has two new chapters: one highlighting Roman,
Christian, and modern scholars’ approaches to
Greek religion and one identifying the types of
sources used to understand and reconstruct ancient
Greek religion. This edition also expands discussion
of magic and personal practices and includes an
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updated and expanded bibliography for each
chapter. This popular textbook: Offers thorough
coverage of major Greek gods, heroes, myths, and
cults Presents translations of ancient texts to
promote reflection and discussion Features a
glossary of recurring Greek terms and a wealth of
high-quality color maps, images, figures, and
illustrations Describes Greek religious practice from
the perspectives of different worshippers, such as
priests, slaves, family members, and public officials
Discusses various interpretations of the gods and
the afterlife, the nature of piety and impiety, and the
larger social and political context of ancient Greece
Ancient Greek Religion, Third Edition, remains the
ideal introductory textbook for undergraduate
courses including Greek Civilization, Greek Religion,
Greek and Roman Religion, Ancient Religions, and
Greek History. It is also an excellent source of
reference for graduate students, instructors, and
scholars studying religious life in Classical Greece.
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