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New volume of the best-selling review of the year made up of the wry and astute
observations of the unpublished Telegraph letter writers.
With an introduction by the First Minister of Scotland, Nicola Sturgeon ‘Like the best
memoirs, this one is written with novelistic and poetic flair. Red Dust Road is a
fantastic, probing and heart-warming read’ Independent From the moment when, as a
little girl, she realizes that her skin is a different colour from that of her beloved mum
and dad, to the tracing and finding of her birth parents, her Highland mother and
Nigerian father, Jackie Kay’s journey in Red Dust Road is one of unexpected twists,
turns and deep emotions. In a book remarkable for its warmth and candour, she
discovers that inheritance is about much more than genes: that we are shaped by
songs as much as by cells, and that what triumphs, ultimately, is love.
In 1959 13-year-old Eva Hoffman left her home in Cracow, Poland for a new life in
America. This memoir evokes with deep feeling the sense of uprootendess and exile
created by this disruption, something which has been the experience of tens of
thousands of people this century. Her autobiography is profoundly personal but also
tells one of the most universal and important narratives of twentieth century history: the
story of Jewish post-war experience and the tragedies and discoveries born of cultural
displacement.
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With an introduction by Zadie SmithPatrick slid back down in his chair and sprawled in
front of the view. He noticed how his tears cooled as they ran down his cheeks.
Washed eyes and a tired and empty feeling. Was that what other people meant by
peaceful?Collected here together in a single volume are the complete Patrick Melrose
Novels by Edward St Aubyn, Never Mind, Bad News, Some Hope, Mother's Milk, and
At Last. Acclaimed for their searing wit and their deep humanity, this magnificent cycle
of novels - in which Patrick Melrose battles to survive the savageries of his childhood
and lead a self-determined life - is one of the major achievements in English fiction.
A compelling and intricate novel of emigration and the effects of colonialism on a
people
Michael Pendreich is curating an exhibition of photographs by his late, celebrated father
Angus for the National Gallery of Photography in Edinburgh. The show will cover fifty
years of Scottish life but, as he arranges the images and writes his catalogue essay,
what story is Michael really trying to tell: his father's, his own or that of Scotland itself?
With an introduction by Ali Smith. When the love of your life dies, the problem is not that
some part of you dies too, which it does, but that some part of you is still alive. The
death of legendary jazz trumpeter Joss Moody exposes an extraordinary secret.
Unbeknown to all but his wife Millie, Joss was a woman living as a man. The discovery
is most devastating for their adopted son, Colman, whose bewildered fury brings the
press to the doorstep and sends his grieving mother to the sanctuary of a remote
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Scottish village. Winner of the Guardian Fiction Prize, Trumpet by Jackie Kay is a
starkly beautiful modern classic about the lengths to which people will go for love. It is a
moving story of a shared life founded on an intricate lie, of loving deception and lasting
devotion, and of the intimate workings of the human heart.
Jackie Kay’s new collection is a lyric counterpart to her memoir, Red Dust Road, the
extraordinary story of the search for her Nigerian and Highland birth-parents; but it is
also a moving book in its own right, and a deep enquiry into all forms of human
friendship. Fiere – Scots for ‘companion, friend, equal’ – is a vivid description of the
many paths our lives take, and of how those journeys are made meaningful by our
companions on the road: lovers, friends, parents, children, mentors – as well as all the
remarkable and chance acquaintances we would not otherwise have made. Written
with Kay’s trademark wit and flair, and infused with both Scots and Igbo speech, it is
also a fascinating account of the formation of a self-identity – and the discovery of a
tongue that best honours it. Musical and moving, funny and profound, Fiere is Jackie
Kay’s most accomplished, assured and ambitious collection of poems to date.
‘Evans interweaves the strands of her three-generation narrative with an exhilarating
sense of place and period’ Daily Telegraph Read the dazzling family mystery from the
Women’s Prize-shortlisted author of Ordinary People As a child Lucas thought that all
children who'd lost their parents lived on water. Now a restless young man still living
with his sister Denise on their West London narrowboat, he determines to find out more
Page 3/17

Read PDF Red Dust Road Picador Classic
about the unexplained disappearance of his father, the charismatic Jamaican dancer,
Antoney Matheus. Thus unfolds a journey from fifties Kingston to sixties Notting Hill and
the host of unforgettable characters who peopled Antoney's theatrical world, most
importantly Carla, Lucas's mother. The result is a haunting family saga of absence and
inheritance, the battle between love and creativity, and what drives a young man to take
flight... ‘Sparkles with mood, music and the sway of life’ Marie Claire ‘Diana Evans’s
fiction is emotionally intelligent, dark, funny, moving. The sheer energy in her novels is
enthralling. A brilliant craftswoman, a master of the form, she makes the reader ask
important questions of themselves and makes them laugh at the same time’ Jackie
Kay, British Council and National Centre for Writing's International Showcase on
Britain's 10 best BAME writers
'McCarthy is a master stylist, perhaps without equal in American letters' Village Voice
Discover the story Ernest Shackleton's legendary Antarctic expedition through the
words of the world's greatest living explorer, Sir Ranulph Fiennes - one of the only men
to understand his experience first-hand . . . 'THE definitive book on my hero Shackleton
and no one could have done it better. "The Boss" would have heartily approved of such
an authentic account by one of the few men who truly knows what it's like to challenge
Antarctica' LORRAINE KELLY To write about Hell, it helps if you have been there.
_________ In 1915, Sir Ernest Shackleton's attempt to traverse the Antarctic was cut
short when his ship, Endurance, became trapped in ice. What followed became legend.
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Throughout the long, dark Antarctic winter, Shackleton fights for his life and the lives of
his men - enduring freezing temperatures, a perilous lifeboat journey through the icestrewn sea, and a punishing march across the South Georgia glaciers to seek the one
slim chance they have of rescue. Their survival would become history's most enthralling
adventure. No previous biographer has experienced even a tiny taste of the polar hell
on earth endured by Shackleton and his men. That cannot be said of Sir Ranulph
Fiennes, who has been described as 'our greatest living explorer'. From Shackleton's
pursuit of adventure as a young merchant seaman, through his rivalry with Captain
Scott, to the two remarkable expeditions to Antarctica that revealed his unrivalled
leadership and courage, Fiennes brings the story vividly to life in a book that is part
celebration, part vindication and all adventure. _________ 'Fiennes makes a fine guide
on voyage into Shackleton's world . . . What makes this book so engaging is the
author's own storytelling skills' Irish Independent Praise for Sir Ranulph Fiennes: 'The
World's Greatest Living Explorer' Guinness Book of Records 'Full of awe-inspiring
details of hardship, resolve and weather that defies belief, told by someone of unique
authority. No one is more tailor-made to tell [this] story than Sir Ranulph Fiennes'
Newsday 'Fiennes' own experiences certainly allow him to write vividly and with
empathy of the hell that the men went through' Sunday Times
Traces the career of the influential African-American writer, citing the historical
backdrop of her life and work while considering her relationships with and influences on
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top literary, intellectual, and artistic figures.
First published in 1993, Blake Morrison's And When Did You Last See Your Father? is
an extraordinary portrait of family life, father-son relationships and bereavement. It
became a best-seller and inspired a whole genre of confessional memoirs, winning the
Waterstone's/Volvo/Esquire Award for Non-Fiction and the J. R. Ackerley Prize for
Autobiography. This edition includes a new afterword by the author.
Prepare to be swept away by this enthralling story of love, war and one woman who
survived them both...
The post-apocalyptic modern classic with an introduction by novelist John Banville. In a
burned-out America, a father and his young son walk under a darkened sky, heading
slowly for the coast. They have no idea what, if anything, awaits them there. The
landscape is destroyed, nothing moves save the ash on the wind and cruel, lawless
men stalk the roadside, lying in wait. Attempting to survive in this brave new world, the
young boy and his protector have nothing but a pistol to defend themselves. They must
keep walking. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, The Road is an incandescent
novel, the story of a remarkable and profoundly moving journey. In this unflinching
study of the best and worst of humankind, Cormac McCarthy boldly divines a future
without hope, but one in which, miraculously, this young family finds tenderness. An
exemplar of post-apocalyptic writing, The Road is a true modern classic, a masterful,
moving and increasingly prescient novel.
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‘Kay gives hugely of her talent; pours it onto the page . . . These stories charm, move
and entertain’ Guardian This fierce, funny and compassionate collection explores every
facet of that most overwhelming and complicated of human emotions: love. With
winning directness, Jackie Kay captures her characters’ greatest joy and greatest
vulnerability, exposing the moments of tenderness, of shock, of bravery and stupidity
that accompany the search for love, the discovery of love and, most of all, love’s loss.
‘Jackie Kay’s characters sing from the page’ Daily Telegraph ‘At the heart of it is a
faith in stories themselves: a belief that the most desolate history can be lent coherence
if you tell it right’ TLS ‘Kay’s humour and optimism are transcendent’ Sunday Herald
'How do you know my name?' Maybe asked Strawgirl. She was thrilled out of her tiny mind.
The pleasure she felt was so intense, the roof of her head could have flown open and three
beautiful birds soared out. Molly 'Maybe' MacPherson has always felt that she doesn't quite fit
in. Her dad is from Nigeria, which makes Maybe different to everyone else in her Scottish
farming community. If only she could forget about her embarassing roots. If only she could stop
getting bullied. Then Maybe's father is killed in a car accident. Struggling with grief and
loneliness, she must fight to keep the farm she loves. But a strange magic is at work, and
when Maybe most needs a friend, her wish comes true in a way she could never imagined...
'An out of the ordinary tale of enchantment' Daily Telegraph
‘There is so much aching love in this book, such pain and beauty. Behold, and rejoice.’ – Tim
Winton, author of Cloudstreet Was he thinking, do I have to be this kind of boy to survive? Is
this what being a boy is? As a boy growing up on the south coast of England, Howard
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Cunnell’s sense of self was dominated by his father’s absence. Now, years later, he is a
father, and his daughter is becoming his son. Starting with his own childhood in the Sussex
beachlands, Howard tells the story of the years of self-destruction that defined his young
adulthood and the escape he found in reading and the natural world. Still he felt compelled to
destroy the relationships that mattered to him. Saved by love and responsibility, Cunnell charts
his journey from anger to compassion, as his daughter Jay realizes he is a boy, and a son.
Most of all, this is a story about love – its necessity and fragility, and its unequalled capacity to
enable us to be who we are. Deeply thoughtful, searingly honest and exquisitely lyrical,
Fathers and Sons is an exploration of fatherhood, masculinity, authenticity and family.
A BBC RADIO 4 BOOK OF THE WEEK Bessie Smith: singer, icon, pioneer. Scotland's
National Poet Jackie Kay brings to life the tempestuous story of the greatest blues singer who
ever lived. 'A wonderful writer on a magnificent singer.' ROBERT WYATT 'The most vivid
evocation of Bessie Smith I have ever read.' IAN CARR, BBC MUSIC 'Biographies don't
usually bring the subject to life again. This one did. I finished the book then started it again
immediately.' PEGGY SEEGER 'What a life! What gulpable storytelling! Exactly the kind of
writing about music we need: personal, ardent, playfully confrontational, questioning,
undogmatic. A love song to a complicated idol' KATE MOLLESON 'Pure joy: one trailblazing
woman pays tribute to another. Jackie Kay finds the music in the short, dazzling, capricious life
of Bessie Smith'HELEN LEWIS 'A passionate, personal, imaginative insight into Bessie's art.'
DAILY MAIL *** BESSIE SMITH was born in Tennessee in 1894. Orphaned by the age of nine,
she sang on street corners before becoming a big name in travelling shows. In 1923 she made
her first recording for a new start-up called Columbia Records. It sold 780,000 copies and
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made her a star. Smith's life was notoriously difficult: she drank pints of 'bathtub gin', got into
violent fist fights, spent huge sums of money and had passionate love affairs with men and
women. She once single-handedly fought off a cohort of the Ku Klux Klan. As a young black
girl growing up in Glasgow, Jackie Kay found in Bessie someone with whom she could identify
and who she could idolise. In this remarkable book Kay mixes biography, fiction, poetry and
prose to create an enthralling account of an extraordinary life.
The essays in this volume on the subject of equality are the work of scholars at Bard College
and West Point. Their research falls within the areas of history, religion, legal theory, social
science, ethics and philosophy. The regions covered include the Middle and Far East, Europe,
and America; the time periods studied are both contemporary and historical. Each essay is a
well-detailed exploration which assumes the reader has no prior acquaintance with the topic.
Together, the studies reveal both conflicting standards of equality as well as patterns of
pernicious inequality. In an ideal world, equality and inequality among humans would vary in
acceptable proportion, increase of the one ensuring decrease of the other. Unfortunately, as
the studies illustrate, any such expectation of progress in the real world is almost routinely
thwarted. Despite the wide variety of topics, a common thread binds these essays. Human
nature seems to harbor a moral deficiency lying deeper than any written laws and those
traditional customs which promote inequality and breed injustice. The fault is prominent in
those who champion unjust laws or who willingly enforce discrimination but it is no less active
in the silent many who condone the practice. The essays reveal the same persistent and
unappealing trait which social groups from the remote past to the present manifest in various
ways: blind determination to perpetuate whatever advantages one group believes it enjoys
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over another, convinced that its own members are more equal than theirs. Being made
unequal, the others too easily become targets who are considered less worthy, sometimes
even less human.
This handsome edition of McCarthy's completed Border Trilogy in one volume gives the reader
one of the most important works of American fiction of the last decades. McCarthy's work is far
more than a western, but crosses the borders between fiction and philosophy, the real and the
world of dream. With influences ranging from the traditional western; the coming-of-age story;
the courtly romance; classical tragedy; and magical realism, McCarthy's masterpiece is a work
to be read and read again. This new volume containing all three of the novels, All the Pretty
Horses, The Crossing, and Cities of the Plain, is a welcome addition to the canon of
McCarthy's works in print.
Jackie Kay's new collection focuses on love, loss, and mistaken and secret identity. Her poems
reveal how we hide from each other and from ourselves, how appearances are deceptive and
how many faces it takes to make even the one self. Masks are our camouflage, our stealth and
our security. In a celebration and a challenging of the masquerades we live every day of our
lives, Life Mask peels back all the selves and goes closer to the bone.
We all know the basics of punctuation. Or do we? A look at most neighborhood signage tells a
different story. Through sloppy usage and low standards on the internet, in email, and now text
messages, we have made proper punctuation an endangered species. In Eats, Shoots &
Leaves, former editor Lynne Truss dares to say, in her delightfully urbane, witty, and very
English way, that it is time to look at our commas and semicolons and see them as the
wonderful and necessary things they are. This is a book for people who love punctuation and
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get upset when it is mishandled. From the invention of the question mark in the time of
Charlemagne to George Orwell shunning the semicolon, this lively history makes a powerful
case for the preservation of a system of printing conventions that is much too subtle to be
mucked about with.
Jackie Kay’s first collection as Scottish Makar is a book about the fighting spirit – one, the poet
argues, that we need now more than ever. Bantam brings three generations into sharp focus –
Kay’s own, her father’s, and his own father’s – to show us how the body holds its own story.
Kay shows how old injuries can emerge years later; how we bear and absorb the loss of
friends; how we celebrate and welcome new life; and how we how we embody our times,
whether we want to or not. Bantam crosses borders, from Rannoch Moor to the Somme, from
Brexit to Bronte country. Who are we? Who might we want to be? These are poems that sing
of what connects us, and lament what divides us; poems that send daylight into the dark that
threatens to overwhelm us – and could not be more necessary to the times in which we live.
It is 1886 and piano tuner Edgar Drake receives a strange request from the War Office - he
must leave his wife, and his life in London, to travel to Burma to tune a rare Erard grand piano.
The piano belongs to Surgeon-Major Anthony Carroll, an enigmatic British officer whose
unorthodox methods are attracting suspicion.
‘Ambitious, defiant, angry and gripping . . . the bitter story of slavery through the experience of
four women’ Guardian 'Jackie Kay’s work, formally expansive and inclusive . . . is always
about the opening up of our notions of identity' Ali Smith, author of How to Be Both In The
Lamplighter award-winning poet and Scottish Makar Jackie Kay takes us on a journey into the
dark heart of Britain’s legacy in the slave trade. First produced as a play, on the page it reads
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as a profound and tragic multi-layered poem. We watch as four women and one man tell the
story of their lives through slavery, from the fort, to the slave ship, through the middle passage,
following life on the plantations, charting the growth of the British city and the industrial
revolution. Constance has witnessed the sale of her own child; Mary has been beaten to an
inch of her life; Black Harriot has been forced to sell her body; and our lead, the Lamplighter,
was sold twice into slavery from the ports in Bristol. Their different voices sing together in a
rousing chorus that speaks to the experiences of all those brutalised by slavery, and lifts in the
end to a soaring and powerful conclusion. Stirring, impassioned and deeply affecting, The
Lamplighter remains as essential today as the day it was first performed. This is an essential
work by one of our most beloved writers.
A powerful poetry collection full of the drama, musicality and lyricism that Jackie Kay is famed
for. Exploring the themes of identity and age, this collection includes poems about the old days
and the new days, and the places associated with an older generation, who often live
dreamlike, isolated existences - not only geographically, but also in the memory. Nature and
the elements play a big role too: trees, the moon, the sea, fire. Jackie Kay's style is one
moment witty, the next melancholic, or gently surreal - and in this brilliant reissued collection,
her poems are infused with warmth and colour: in particular, the colour RED.Perfect for fans of
The Gift by Carol Ann Duffy and Rob Ryan, this gorgeous new gift edition is a must-have for
any poetry fan.
The women of Reality, Reality are mesmerizing, whether in love or in solitude. Full of
compassion, generosity, sorrow and joy, their fifteen unforgettable stories explore the power of
the imagination to make things real, and celebrate, most of all, those who dare to dream.
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‘A stunner. I am heartbroken to have finished it’ Ali Smith In Jackie Kay’s first collection of
stories, ordinary lives are transformed by secrets. Her world might seem familiar – sex, death
and family cast long shadows – but the roles of mothers, daughters and lovers are imagined
and revealed in the most surprising of ways. Sometimes it is the things that we choose to hide
within ourselves which can transform us – and that has never been more true than in Jackie
Kay’s warm, exuberant storytelling. She sees the extraordinary in everyday life, and lights it up
with humour and generosity in a way that is uniquely her own. ‘If stories like these can still be
written, the short story form must still be alive, not to say kicking’ Irish Times
The multi-million copy bestseller and Book of the Year at The National Book Awards. ‘Painfully
funny. The pain and the funniness somehow add up to something entirely good, entirely noble
and entirely loveable.' - Stephen Fry Welcome to the life of a junior doctor: 97-hour weeks, life
and death decisions, a constant tsunami of bodily fluids, and the hospital parking meter earns
more than you. Scribbled in secret after endless days, sleepless nights and missed weekends,
Adam Kay's This is Going to Hurt provides a no-holds-barred account of his time on the NHS
front line. Hilarious, horrifying and heartbreaking, this diary is everything you wanted to know –
and more than a few things you didn't – about life on and off the hospital ward. Sunday Times
Number One Bestseller for over eight months and winner of a record FOUR National Book
Awards: Book of the Year, Non-Fiction Book of the Year, New Writer of the Year and Zoe Ball
Book Club Book of the Year. This edition includes extra diary entries and an afterword by the
author.
With an introduction by Nicola Sturgeon'Like the best memoirs, this one is written with
novelistic and poetic flair. Red Dust Road is a fantastic, probing and heart-warming read'
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Independent From the moment when, as a little girl, she realizes that her skin is a different
colour from that of her beloved mum and dad, to the tracing and finding of her birth parents,
her Highland mother and Nigerian father, Jackie Kay's journey in Red Dust Road is one of
unexpected twists, turns and deep emotions. In a book remarkable for its warmth and candour,
she discovers that inheritance is about much more than genes: that we are shaped by songs
as much as by cells, and that what triumphs, ultimately, is love.
With an introduction by Alexander McCall Smith, author of The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency
series. One did not drink sherry before the evening, just as one did not read a novel in the
morning. In 1970s London Edwin, Norman, Letty and Marcia work in the same office and suffer
the same problem –loneliness. Lovingly and with delightful humour, Barbara Pym conducts us
through their day-to-day existence: their preoccupations, their irritations, their judgements, and
- perhaps most keenly felt – their worries about having somehow missed out on life as post-war
Britain shifted around them. Deliciously, blackly funny and full of obstinate optimism, Quartet in
Autumn shows Barbara Pym's sensitive artistry at its most sparkling. Its world is both
extraordinary and familiar, revealing the eccentricities of everyday life.
"The fulfilled renown of Moby-Dick and of As I Lay Dying is augmented by Blood Meridian,
since Cormac McCarthy is the worthy disciple both of Melville and Faulkner," writes esteemed
literary scholar Harold Bloom in his Introduction to the Modern Library edition. "I venture that
no other living American novelist, not even Pynchon, has given us a book as strong and
memorable." Cormac McCarthy's masterwork, Blood Meridian, chronicles the brutal world of
the Texas-Mexico borderlands in the mid-nineteenth century. Its wounded hero, the teenage
Kid, must confront the extraordinary violence of the Glanton gang, a murderous cadre on an
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official mission to scalp Indians and sell those scalps. Loosely based on fact, the novel
represents a genius vision of the historical West, one so fiercely realized that since its initial
publication in 1985 the canon of American literature has welcomed Blood Meridian to its shelf.
"A classic American novel of regeneration through violence," declares Michael Herr. "McCarthy
can only be compared to our greatest writers."
Humor, gender, sexuality, sensuality, identity, racism, cultural difference: when do any of these
things ever come together to equal poetry? When Jackie Kay is part of the equation. Darling
brings together into a vibrant new book many favorite poems from her four Bloodaxe
collections, The Adoption Papers, Other Lovers. Off Colour and Life Mask, as well as featuring
new work, some previously uncollected poems, and some lively poetry for younger readers.
Poetry Book Society Recommendation.
With an introduction by Ali Smith.When the love of your life dies, the problem is not that some
part of you dies too, which it does, but that some part of you is still alive. The death of
legendary jazz trumpeter Joss Moody exposes an extraordinary secret. Unbeknown to all but
his wife Millie, Joss was a woman living as a man. The discovery is most devastating for their
adopted son, Colman, whose bewildered fury brings the press to the doorstep and sends his
grieving mother to the sanctuary of a remote Scottish village. Winner of the Guardian Fiction
Prize, Trumpet is a starkly beautiful modern classic about the lengths to which people will go
for love. It is a moving story of a shared life founded on an intricate lie, of loving deception and
lasting devotion, and of the intimate workings of the human heart.
Red Dust RoadPicador ClassicPicador
Ian McEwan once said, 'When women stop reading, the novel will be dead.' This book explains
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how precious fiction is to contemporary women readers, and how they draw on it to tell the
stories of their lives. Female readers are key to the future of fiction and--as parents, teachers,
and librarians--the glue for a literate society. Women treasure the chance to read alone, but
have also gregariously shared reading experiences and memories with mothers, daughters,
grandchildren, and female friends. For so many, reading novels and short stories enables them
to escape and to spread their wings intellectually and emotionally. This book, written by an
experienced teacher, scholar of women's writing, and literature festival director, draws on over
500 interviews with and questionnaires from women readers and writers. It describes how,
where, and when women read fiction, and examines why stories and writers influence the way
female readers understand and shape their own life stories. Taylor explores why women are
the main buyers and readers of fiction, members of book clubs, attendees at literary festivals,
and organisers of days out to fictional sites and writers' homes. The book analyses the special
appeal and changing readership of the genres of romance, erotica, and crime. It also
illuminates the reasons for women's abiding love of two favourite novels, Pride and Prejudice
and Jane Eyre. Taylor offers a cornucopia of witty and wise women's voices, of both readers
themselves and also writers such as Hilary Mantel, Helen Dunmore, Katie Fforde, and Sarah
Dunant. The book helps us understand why--in Jackie Kay's words--'our lives are mapped by
books.'
This work tells the story of a black girl's adoption by a white Scottish couple. The story is told
from three different viewpoints - the mother, the birth mother and the daughter.
Originally published: London: Picador, 2010.
Outer Dark is a novel at once fabular and starkly evocative, set is an unspecified place in
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Appalachia, sometime around the turn of the century. A woman bears her brother's child, a
boy; he leaves the baby in the woods and tells her he died of natural causes. Discovering her
brother's lie, she sets forth alone to find her son. Both brother and sister wander separately
through a countryside being scourged by three terrifying and elusive strangers, headlong
toward an eerie, apocalyptic resolution.
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