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This book assesses the Sino-Japanese strategic competition
in the context of the South China Sea (SCS) territorial
disputes. The South China Sea territorial disputes are quickly
becoming the most significant security problem in East and
Southeast Asia. Two major powers, China and Japan, have
interests in the region and are pursuing different strategies
that can significantly impact the outcome of the disputes.
Utilizing Securitization Theory, this study evaluates the SinoJapanese strategic competition through political narratives
that galvanize the military and economic policies that are
transforming the region. It highlights how these narratives, so
closely bounded to the political legitimacy of current
governments and supported by provocative policies, have
resulted in a co-constitutive pattern of enmity and
securitization, thus making it increasingly difficult to resolve
the disputes.
Southeast Asia is one of the world's most diverse and
complex regions. At times it has been a beacon of hope for
the developing world, at other times it has been synonymous
with insecurity and economic failure. The second edition of
this popular and critically acclaimed text has been extensively
revised throughout and provides up-to-date coverage of the
forces and dynamics that are shaping the region at both the
national and regional level. Contemporary Southeast Asia
contains specially commissioned chapters – including seven
which are entirely new to this edition – from leading area
specialists. Carefully edited to ensure systematic coverage of
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key areas, it provides
an accessible
structured comparative introduction to Southeast Asia and its
distinctive patterns of strategic, political, economic and social
organisation.
Explores why authoritarian regimes bother to hold elections.
Behind the Façade examines the question of why
authoritarian regimes in Southeast Asia bother holding
elections. Using comprehensive case studies of Cambodia,
Myanmar, and Singapore, Lee Morgenbesser argues that
elections allow authoritarian regimes to collect information,
pursue legitimacy, manage political elites, and sustain
neopatrimonial domination. He demonstrates how these
functions are employed to manage the complex strategic
interaction that occurs between dictators, political elites, and
citizens. Far from being mere window dressing or even a
precursor to democracy, flawed elections, Morgenbesser
concludes, are paramount to the maintenance of authoritarian
rule.
The Nature of Asian Politics provides an unparalleled,
comprehensive first look at the politics of Southeast and
Northeast Asia.
Rapid economic pluralization in East Asia has empowered
local and medial groups, and with this change comes the
need to rethink usual notions regarding ways in which
"democracies" emerge or "citizens" gain more power. Careful
examination of current developments in China, Korea, and
Southeast Asia show a need for expansion of our
understandings of democracy and democratization. This book
challenges traditional ways in which political regimes in local
as well as national polities are conceived and labeled. It
shows from Asian experiences that democracy and its
precursors come in more forms than most liberals have yet
imagined. In reviewing recent experiences of countries across
East Asia, these chapters show that actual democracies and
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like those in the
West than the surprisingly consensual and standard political
science of democratization suggests. This book first
examines the extreme variation of democracy’s meaning in
many Asian states that hold contested elections (South
Korea, Taiwan, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and
Thailand). Then it focuses on China. It analyzes a range of
grassroots forces driving political change in the People’s
Republic, and it finds both accelerators and brakes in
China’s political reform process. The contributors show that
models for China’s political future exist both within and
outside the PRC, including in other East Asian states, in
localities and sectors that already are pushing the limits of the
powerful, but no longer all-powerful, Chinese party-state. With
contributions from leading academics in the field,
Democratization in China, Korea, and Southeast Asia? will be
of interest to students and scholars of Asian politics,
comparative politics, and democratization more broadly.
Despite the end of the Cold War, security continues to be a
critical concern of Asian states. Allocations of state revenues
to the security sector continue to be substantial and have, in
fact, increased in several countries. As Asian nations
construct a new security architecture for the Asia-Pacific
region, Asian security has received increased attention by the
scholarly community. But most of that scholarship has
focused on specific issues or selected countries. This book
aims to lay the groundwork for a comprehensive, in-depth
understanding of Asian security by investigating conceptions
of security in sixteen Asian countries. The book undertakes
an ethnographic, country-by-country study of how Asian
states conceive of their security. For each country, it identifies
and explains the security concerns and behavior of central
decision makers, asking who or what is to be protected,
against what potential threats, and how security policies have
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changed over time.Issues
This inside-out
bottom-up
approach
facilitates both identification of similarities and differences in
the security thinking and practice of Asian countries and
exploration of their consequences. The crucial insights into
the dynamics of international security in the region provided
by this approach can form the basis for further inquiry,
including debates about the future of the region.
Since the end of the Cold War, considerable scholarly
debates have been devoted to the nature and scope of
international state-building interventions in ‘fragile’, postcolonial states and their effectiveness in instituting democratic
rule. By examining the construction of political institutions in
East Timor, this book highlights the relationship between the
social and political realms during these processes. Focusing
on the roles of East Timorese leaders and civil society
organisations during the independence movement, it
analyses the effectiveness of democracy building in East
Timor. It examines the processes of drafting the new
constitution, establishing key political institutions (such as the
electoral system), and articulating a new vision of citizenship
and social justice. The book argues that East Timor offers a
relatively successful case of democratic transition, enabled by
a consistent set of goals and aspirations, grassroots political
legitimacy and participation, and the development of a
democratic civil nation. Offering a coherent argument for why
democracy has been successful in East Timor and the roles
of political leaders and civil society during democratic
transition, this book will be of interest to those studying
Southeast Asian Politics, International Politics, and
Democracy.
Political Change in South-East Asia takes up the debate
between those who resist the pressure for democracy and
point to unchanging 'Asian' values, and those who believe
that the appeal of democracy is universal. The author
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concludes
that the
strong state will be a fixture of South-East Asian politics for
some considerable time to come. Increasingly close links
between the ten states of South-East Asia are likely to
reinforce perceptions of a common culture and in the end put
up more effective defences against external cultural
influence.

Southeast Asia is a vast, populous and diverse region.
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
promotes democracy and human rights as central to
regional order and cooperation, but most members are
not democratic and have poor or questionable human
rights records. This book explores why Southeast Asian
countries have collectively adopted the rhetoric of
democracy and human rights, and argues that they are
motivated by their concerns about external regional
legitimacy. It analyses ASEAN’s references to
democracy and the reality of backsliding in several
countries; examines the adoption of human rights
rhetoric; and considers the implications for how we
understand regional cooperation. The book is relevant
for students and analysts who are interested in
regionalism in Southeast Asia and elsewhere –
particularly given growing global concerns about liberal
democracy and the gaps between rhetoric and political
realities.
This book questions why Southeast Asian nation states
are struggling to adopt full-fledged liberal democracy and
attempts to better understand the relationship between
globalization and models of democracy. Country studies
are covered mostly by native Southeast Asian scholars
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who analyse recent
developments
as well
as specific
concerns that have arisen from political crises, citizen
uprisings, ethnic identity politics, political reforms, social
justice and inequality, and the persistence of the political
elite. The collection highlights factors which have
impacted the different regional and national paths taken
such as: the legacy of the Cold War, rapid economic
development and liberalization, external economic
globalization, the important role of informal politics,
powerful elites, and weak but emerging middle classes.
This book will be of interest to scholars and students of
regional studies of Southeast Asia, Democracy,
Sociology, Politics and Globalization Studies.
A global debate has emerged within Islam about how to
coexist with democracy. Even in Asia, where such ideas
have always been marginal, radical groups are taking the
view that scriptural authority requires either Islamic rule
(Dar-ul-Islam) or a state of war with the essentially
illegitimate authority of non-Muslims or secularists. This
book places the debate in a specifically Asian context. It
draws attention to Asia (east of Afghanistan), as not only
the home of the majority of the world’s Muslims but also
Islam’s historic laboratory in dealing with religious
pluralism. In Asia, pluralism is not simply a contemporary
development of secular democracies, but a long-tested
pattern based on both principle and pragmatism. For
many centuries, Muslims in Asia have argued about the
legitimacy of non-Islamic government over Muslims, and
the legitimacy of non-Muslim peoples, polities and rights
under Islamic governance. This book analyses such
debates and the ways they have been reconciled, in
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South and Southeast
Asia,
to the
present.
The
evidence presented here suggests that Muslims have
adapted flexibly and creatively to the pluralism with
which they have lived, and are likely to continue to do so.
Political Legitimacy in Southeast AsiaThe Quest for
Moral AuthorityStanford University Press
Despite the end of the Cold War, security continues to be
a critical concern of Asian states. Allocations of state
revenues to the security sector continue to be substantial
and have, in fact, increased in several countries. As
Asian nations construct a new security architecture for
the Asia-Pacific region, Asian security has received
increased attention by the scholarly community. But most
of that scholarship has focused on specific issues or
selected countries. This book aims to lay the groundwork
for a comprehensive, in-depth understanding of Asian
security by investigating conceptions of security in
sixteen Asian countries. The book undertakes an
ethnographic, country-by-country study of how Asian
states conceive of their security. For each country, it
identifies and explains the security concerns and
behavior of central decision makers, asking who or what
is to be protected, against what potential threats, and
how security policies have changed over time. This
inside-out or bottom-up approach facilitates both
identification of similarities and differences in the security
thinking and practice of Asian countries and exploration
of their consequences. The crucial insights into the
dynamics of international security in the region provided
by this approach can form the basis for further inquiry,
including debates about the future of the region. The
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book is in three parts.
Part
critically
reviews
and
appraises the debate over defining security and provides
a historical overview of international politics in Asia. Part
II investigates security practices in sixteen Asian
countries, the countries selected and grouped on the
basis of security independence. Based on the findings of
the country studies and drawing on other published
works, Part III compares the national practices with a
view to identifying and explaining key characteristics of
Asian security practice and conceptualization on the
basis of the Asian experiences.
Chiefly refers to Thailand and Buddhism in Laos and
Cambodian politics.
- The contributors are academics from various
disciplines; they find extensive areas of agreement
despite political differences bull; The volume broaches a
sensitive topic about which too few academics have
recently written bull; It finds empirical grounds for a new
conceptualization of political legitimacy but also relies on
qualitative research
What did the 2006 military coup show us? It
demonstrated that the crux of the Thai crisis is far more
serious and much wider in scope than had previously
been thought. The monarchy is surely not a victim in the
protracted conflict, but the root cause and continuing
factor that has eroded Thai politics. The coup set in
motion more prejudicial uses of the lèse-majesté law,
and in the process, has led to more political prisoners. It
has also shredded the military into several segments,
turning generals into desperate royalists who continue to
live off the monarchy in order to survive. Issues of
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southInand
theAnd
Thai-Cambodian
dispute became greatly intensified in the age of
militarized politics. The coup also produced unique
colour-coded politics and created crises of legitimacy.
This book is a collection of essays that reflect
developments in Thai politics in the post-coup period.
Covering various fields in political science, this new book
presents an historical and political-cultural analysis of
Buddhism and Confucianism. Using Singapore and
Burma as case studies, the book questions the basic
assumptions of democratization theory, examining the
political science of tyranny and exploring the rhetorical
manipulation of religion for the purpose of political
legitimacy. A welcome addition to the political science
and Asian studies literature, McCarthy addresses many
of the current issues that underlie the field of
democratization in comparative politics and discusses
the issue of imposing Western cultural bias in studying
non-Western regimes by analyzing rhetorical traits that
are universally regular in politics.
The states of East and Southeast Asia constitute a fertile
setting for exploring the links between political and
economic development-- subjects usually considered in
isolation. Democratization occurred, or was consolidated,
in a number of these states in the early 1990s, but
irrespective of the level of democratization, economic
performance has been a primary source of political
legitimacy in all states in the study. Yet the levels of
development vary markedly. Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
and Singapore have progressively turned to
technological innovation as the primary engine of
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development, while
the Philippines,
Thailand,
and Malaysia have focused on incorporation in
regional/global production systems. In evaluating
democratic development, the study focuses particularly
on the condition of parties and party systems. In relation
to economic governance, the idea of a developmental
state provides a template against which the practices of
individual states are evaluated. The political and
policymaking institutions within these states must now
negotiate responses to the financial crisis of the late
1990s. Ultimate outcomes will be determined, on one
hand, by the capacity of political systems to sustain
popular support and, on the other, by the capacity of
institutions to rework dysfunctional economic
arrangements.
Provides a comprehensive and in-depth examination of
the ongoing process of development and societal
transformation in a dynamic region of the Third World.
Written by a team of specialists from the fields of
development studies, sociology and political economy,
the book looks at some of the fundamental problems
facing South East Asia by addressing the following
issues: the social constellations; class, culture and
political legitimation; and industrialisation and labour
regulation.
This book assesses the important role of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in the management
of regional political, security and economic relations. The
author argues that ASEAN’s prominent role in the
region, spanning 50 years, is largely due to the
acquiescence of the great powers who endorsed
Page 10/20

Download File PDF Political Legitimacy In
Southeast Asia The Quest For Moral Authority
Contemporary
Issues
In Asia
And and
Pacific
ASEAN, accepted
its regional
position
accorded the
institution a legitimacy and durability that, otherwise, it
would not have. This text offers a key intervention into
the debate regarding ASEAN and regional order by
showing how ASEAN’s contribution to order
management is part of a negotiated division of labour
with the great powers. The author applies an innovative
social roles analysis, which captures the dynamic
interactions between ASEAN and the great powers from
the Cold War to the present day.
Southeast Asia was one of the poorest regions in the
world; it is now one of the most desirable areas for
foreign investment. An economic miracle? Perhaps.
Development in Southeast Asia, however, is not fuelling
political change quite as quickly as might be predicted
from the experience of industrialisation in the West.
Progress towards participatory democracy has been
slow. Is Southeast Asia simply not suited to democratic
values?
Akbarzadeh and Saeed explore one of the most
challenging issues facing the Muslim world: the
Islamisation of political power. They present a
comparative analysis of Muslim societies in West, South,
Central and South East Asia and highlight the immediacy
of the challenge for the political leadership in those
societies. Islam and Political Legitimacy contends that
the growing reliance on Islamic symbolism across the
Muslim world, even in states that have had a strained
relationship with Islam, has contributed to the evolution
of Islam as a social and cultural factor to an entrenched
political force. The geographic breadth of this book offers
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readers a nuanced
appraisal
of political
Islam that
transcends parochial eccentricities. Contributors to this
volume examine the evolving relationship between Islam
and political power in Bangladesh, Indonesia, Iran,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Uzbekistan.
Researchers and students of political Islam and
radicalism in the Muslim world will find Islam and Political
Legitimacy of special interest. This is a welcome addition
to the rich literature on the politics of the contemporary
Muslim world.
Indonesia broke off relations with China in 1967 and
resumed them only in 1990. Rizal Sukma asks why. His
answers shed light on Indonesia's foreign policy, the
nature of the New Order's domestic politics, the mixed
functions of diplomatic ties, the legitimacy of the new
regime, and the role of President Suharto. Rizal Sukma
argues that the matter of Indonesia restoring diplomatic
ties with China is best understood in terms of the efforts
made by the military-based New Order government to
sustain its political legitimacy. The analysis in this book
proves that an absence as well as a presence of
diplomatic relations may advance not only the external
but the domestic interests of an incumbent government.
This is the first major study on Indonesia and China's
diplomatic relations under the New Order government. It
will be illuminating for research students and lecturers in
international politics, international relations, policy
making and diplomacy
This volume examines the countries in Southeast Asia
that have conducted multi-party elections.

After the 2006 coup d'état, there were many unusual
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incidents in Thailand, some of which involved
considerable bloodshed, which originated from
clashes between those in power and dissenters. This
article considers how political institutions in Thailand
are structured, and the author argues that, in order
to effectively assess the state of Thai politics after
the coup, an analysis of the structures of political
legitimacy in the country is essential. The author will
be exploring the way in which political legitimacy is
generally determined by the established power
holders, especially the monarchy and its allies. The
ideologies and beliefs of recent dissenters will also
be examined in detail.
At the core of this thesis is a puzzle concerning
processes of political and institutional change in
Mindanao since the peace agreement in 1996: why
did politico-military actors who enjoyed widespread
legitimacy during decades of conflict fail to maintain
legitimacy and sustain their political authority after
gaining access to sub-national state power? The
establishment of separatist insurgents in the
"autonomous" government created in Muslim
Mindanao failed to realise the promise of lasting
peace or developmental progress. The problem in
understanding what happened in Mindanao can be
traced to prevailing notions of political legitimacy that
are often bereft of political economy foundations.
The thesis argues that explanations, which
understand legitimacy purely in terms of democratic
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institutions, are inadequate because they ignore the
local institutional foundations from which legitimacy
evolves. Drawing upon 18 months of fieldwork in
Mindanao, and using a combination of life histories,
case studies, archival material and descriptive
statistics, the thesis examines the multiple
institutions that shaped political legitimacy, revealing
how clan institutions trumped other institutional
sources of legitimacy. Insurgents who surrendered
their anns in exchange for formal authority could not
compete with powerful clans who delivered basic
security; relied on increasing amounts of internal
revenue allotments (IRA) under a regime of
devolution; and, enabled the spread of a shadow
economy that boosted their incomes and allowed
local citizens to secure their livelihoods with little
taxation by the state. Political authority was achieved
through a bargaining process where rulers
transacted mutually beneficial arrangements with
elite groups and embedded these within a larger
social contract with citizens that addressed their
demand for security and the basic conditions for
economic survival. The insights from the case of
Mindanao may be relevant to wider debates about
the sources of political legitimacy and to
understanding similar experiences of autonomous
self-government in Southeast Asia.
A systematic investigation of the connection between
civil society and political change in Asia - change
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toward open, participatory, and accountable politics.
Its findings suggest that the link between a vibrant
civil society and democracy is indeterminate: certain
civil society organizations support democracy; thers
could undermine it.
This book assesses the Sino-Japanese strategic
competition in the context of the South China Sea
(SCS) territorial disputes. The South China Sea
territorial disputes are quickly becoming the most
significant security problem in East and Southeast
Asia. Two major powers, China and Japan, have
interests in the region and are pursuing different
strategies that can significantly impact the outcome
of the disputes. Utilizing Securitization Theory, this
study evaluates the Sino-Japanese strategic
competition through political narratives that
galvanize the military and economic policies that are
transforming the region. It highlights how these
narratives, so closely bounded to the political
legitimacy of current governments and supported by
provocative policies, have resulted in a coconstitutive pattern of enmity and securitization, thus
making it increasingly difficult to resolve the
disputes. Zenel Garcia is Visiting Assistant Professor
at St. Lawrence University, USA. His research
focuses on Foreign Policy and Security Studies with
a concentration in East Asia.
This far-ranging volume offers both a broad overview
of the role of the military in contemporary Asia and a
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close look at the state of civil-military relations in
sixteen Asian countries. It discusses these relations
in countries where the military continues to dominate
the political realm as well as others where it is
disengaging from politics.
Across Asia, "populist" leaders emerged on an
unprecedented scale around the start of the 21st
century. Populism in Asia is the first book to examine
this phenomenon. The 1997 Asian financial crisis
undermined established political leaders and stirred
popular discontent. Voters in East Asia responded
by electing maverick politicians who promised to
target corruption and establish fresh agendas. In
Southeast Asia, populist leaders based their appeal
on the frustrations and aspirations of groups
excluded from political power. Leaders who came to
office during this period include Thaksin Shinawatra
in Thailand, Joseph 'Erap' Estrada in the Philippines,
Roo Moo-hyun in South Korea, Chen Shui-bian in
Taiwan and Jun'ichiro Koizumi in Japan. Local
politicians in Indonesia likewise adopted a populist
stance, as did Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad in
Malaysia. In the present volume, leading Asian
scholars consider the many faces of contemporary
populism in the region, analyzing the phenomenon
through case studies of political leaders with populist
credentials and using these accounts to evaluate the
achievements and failings of democracy. Benedict
Anderson provides a reflective afterword. Despite its
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allure, populism has not been a success in Asia.
Populist leaders are in retreat across the region and
their fall can be spectacular, as in the Philippines
and Thailand. However, the editors of this collection
argue that populism will recur because Asia's
oligarchic political systems do not fulfill the imagined
role of the state as a provider of well-being,
citizenship rights and equality.
Since January 2004, a violent separatist insurgency
has raged in southern Thailand, resulting in more
than three thousand deaths. Though largely
unnoticed outside Southeast Asia, the rebellion in
Pattani and neighboring provinces and the Thai
government's harsh crackdown have resulted in a
full-scale crisis. Tearing Apart the Land by Duncan
McCargo, one of the world's leading scholars of
contemporary Thai politics, is the first fieldworkbased book about this conflict. Drawing on his
extensive knowledge of the region, hundreds of
interviews conducted during a year's research in the
troubled area, and unpublished Thai- language
sources that range from anonymous leaflets to
confessions extracted by Thai security forces,
McCargo locates the roots of the conflict in the
context of the troubled power relations between
Bangkok and the Muslim-majority "deep South."
McCargo describes how Bangkok tried to establish
legitimacy by co-opting local religious and political
elites. This successful strategy was upset when
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Thaksin Shinawatra became prime minister in 2001
and set out to reorganize power in the region. Before
Thaksin was overthrown in a 2006 military coup, his
repressive policies had exposed the precariousness
of the Bangkok government's influence. A
rejuvenated militant movement had emerged,
invoking Islamic rhetoric to challenge the authority of
local leaders obedient to Bangkok. For readers
interested in contemporary Southeast Asia,
insurgency and counterinsurgency, Islam, politics,
and questions of political violence, Tearing Apart the
Land is a powerful account of the changing nature of
Islam on the Malay peninsula, the legitimacy of the
central Thai government and the failures of its
security policy, the composition of the militant
movement, and the conflict's disastrous impact on
daily life in the deep South. Carefully distinguishing
the uprising in southern Thailand from other Muslim
rebellions, McCargo suggests that the conflict can be
ended only if a more participatory mode of
governance is adopted in the region.
In this substantial and referenced study, nine leading
scholars present from inside the history, society,
geography, economy and governmental institutions
of each of the 10 ASEAN countries (Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam).
This book explores the challenges and obstacles faced by
dissident leaders in Asia seeking to introduce reforms into
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regimes that are either
imperfectly
or frankly
hostile to democratic practices and institutions.
This textbook provides a comprehensive introduction to the
political systems of all ASEAN countries and Timor-Leste
from a comparative perspective. It investigates the political
institutions, actors and processes in eleven states, covering
democracies as well as autocratic regimes. Each country
study includes an analysis of the current system of
governance, the party and electoral system, and an
assessment of the state, its legal system and administrative
bodies. Students of political science and regional studies will
also learn about processes of democratic transition and
autocratic persistence, as well as how civil society and the
media influence the political culture in each country.
This book is the first study to an offer insight into non-armed,
non-insurgent members of ethnic groups that are associated
with well-known armed organizations. It analyzes the nature
of the relationships between the “quiet” minorities and their
“rebel” counterparts and assesses how these intra-ethnic
differences and divisions affect the armed resistance
movement, negotiation with state authorities, conflict
resolution, and political reform. This field-based study of the
Karen in Burma also provides theoretical and policy
implications for other ethnically polarized countries.
This book explores contemporary maritime piracy in
Southeast Asia, demonstrating the utility of using historical
context in developing policy approaches that will address the
roots of this resurgent phenomenon. The depth and breadth
of historical piracy help highlight causative factors of
contemporary piracy, which are immersed in the sociocultural matrix of maritime-oriented peoples to whom piracy is
still a "thinkable" option. The threats to life and property
posed by piracy are relatively low, but significant given the
strategic nature of these waterways that link the Pacific and
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issues of weak state control in the littoral states of the region.
Maritime piracy will never be completely eliminated, but with a
progressive economic and political agenda aimed at changing
the environment from which piracy is emerging, it could once
again become the exception rather than the rule.
More than a decade has passed since the end of the Cold
War, but Asia still faces serious security challenges. These
include the current security environment in the Korean
peninsula, across the Taiwan Strait, and over Kashmir, the
danger of nuclear and missile proliferation, and the concern
with the rising power of China and with American dominance.
Indeed, some experts see Asia as a dangerous and unstable
place. Alagappa disagrees, maintaining that Asia is a far
more stable, predictable, and prosperous region than it was in
the postindependence period. This volume also takes
account of the changed security environment in Asia since
September 11, 2001. Unlike many areas-studies approaches,
Alagappa’s work makes a strong case for taking regional
politics and security dynamics seriously from both theoretical
and empirical approaches. The first part of this volume
develops an analytical framework for the study of order; the
salience of the different pathways to order is examined in the
second part; the third investigates the management of
specific security issues; and the final part discusses the
nature of security order in Asia.
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