Read PDF Poetry Slam The Competitive Art Of Jeong

Poetry Slam The Competitive Art Of Jeong
Vibe is the lifestyle guide to urban music and culture including celebrities, fashion,
beauty, consumer electronics, automotive, personal care/grooming, and, always, music.
Edited for a multicultural audience Vibe creates trends as much as records them.
There is an ongoing debate as to whether African American Studies is a discipline, or
multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary field. Some scholars assert that African American
Studies use a well-defined common approach in examining history, politics, and the
family in the same way as scholars in the disciplines of economics, sociology, and
political science. Other scholars consider African American Studies multidisciplinary, a
field somewhat comparable to the field of education in which scholars employ a variety
of disciplinary lenses-be they anthropological, psychological, historical, etc., --to study
the African world experience. In this model the boundaries between traditional
disciplines are accepted, and researches in African American Studies simply conduct
discipline based an analysis of particular topics. Finally, another group of scholars
insists that African American Studies is interdisciplinary, an enterprise that generates
distinctive analyses by combining perspectives from different traditional disciplines and
synthesizing them into a unique framework of analysis.
An international and inter-disciplinary roster of experts shed light by exploring such
topics as hip hop culture; punk culture; social justice movements; video games and
others.
This landmark volume is the first to bring together leading scholarship on children’s
and young adult literature from three intersecting disciplines: Education, English, and
Library and Information Science. Distinguished by its multidisciplinary approach, it
describes and analyzes the different aspects of literary reading, texts, and contexts to
illuminate how the book is transformed within and across different academic figurations
of reading and interpreting children’s literature. Part one considers perspectives on
readers and reading literature in home, school, library, and community settings. Part
two introduces analytic frames for studying young adult novels, picturebooks,
indigenous literature, graphic novels, and other genres. Chapters include commentary
on literary experiences and creative production from renowned authors and illustrators.
Part three focuses on the social contexts of literary study, with chapters on censorship,
awards, marketing, and literary museums. The singular contribution of this Handbook is
to lay the groundwork for colleagues across disciplines to redraw the map of their
separately figured worlds, thus to enlarge the scope of scholarship and dialogue as well
as push ahead into uncharted territory.
The Nuyorican Poets Café has for the past forty years provided a space for multicultural
artistic expression and a platform for the articulation of Puerto Rican and black cultural
politics. The Café’s performances—poetry, music, hip hop, comedy, and drama—have
been studied in detail, but until now, little attention has been paid to the voices of its
women artists. Through archival research and interview, Nuyorican Feminist
Performance examines the contributions of 1970s and ’80s performeras and how they
challenged the Café’s gender politics. It also looks at recent artists who have built on
that foundation with hip hop performances that speak to contemporary audiences. The
book spotlights the work of foundational artists such as Sandra María Esteves, Martita
Morales, Luz Rodríguez, and Amina Muñoz, before turning to contemporary artists La
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Bruja, Mariposa, Aya de León, and Nilaja Sun, who infuse their poetry and solo pieces
with both Nuyorican and hip hop aesthetics.
CHORUS is the anthem of a new generation of poets unified by the desire to transcend
the identity politics of the day and begin to be seen as one. One hundred voices woven
through testimony and new testament. It is the cry of the unheard. The occupation of
the page itself. It embodies the “speak-up” spirit of the moment, the confidence
propagated through hip-hop, and the defiant “WTF?” of the now. It is the voice that
comes after the rebellious voice that once cried, “I want my MTV!” branded back to
where punk was, slammed up and beyond it. A combination of trash, heart, and craft.
An anthology in rant. CHORUS is what all modern-day losers chant.
The Handbook of Research on Teaching Literacy Through the Communicative and
Visual Arts, Volume II brings together state-of-the-art research and practice on the
evolving view of literacy as encompassing not only reading, writing, speaking, and
listening, but also the multiple ways through which learners gain access to knowledge
and skills. It forefronts as central to literacy education the visual, communicative, and
performative arts, and the extent to which all of the technologies that have vastly
expanded the meanings and uses of literacy originate and evolve through the skills and
interests of the young. A project of the International Reading Association, published and
distributed by Routledge/Taylor & Francis. Visit http://www.reading.org for more
information about Internationl Reading Associationbooks, membership, and other
services.
Interprets popular art forms as exhibiting core anarchist values and presaging a more
democratic world. Situated at the intersection of anarchist and democratic theory,
Anarchism and Art focuses on four popular art forms—DIY (Do It Yourself) punk music,
poetry slam, graffiti and street art, and flash mobs—found in the cracks between
dominant political, economic, and cultural institutions and on the margins of mainstream
neoliberal society. Mark Mattern interprets these popular art forms in terms of core
anarchist values of autonomy, equality, decentralized and horizontal forms of power,
and direct action by common people, who refuse the terms offered them by
neoliberalism while creating practical alternatives. As exemplars of central anarchist
principles and commitments, such forms of popular art, he argues, prefigure deeper
forms of democracy than those experienced by most people in today’s liberal
democracies. That is, they contain hints of future, more democratic possibilities, while
modeling in the present the characteristics of those more democratic possibilities.
Providing concrete evidence that progressive change is both desirable and possible,
they also point the way forward.

Given the increasing popularity of literary festivals, open mics, and poetry slams,
one could justifiably claim that the English-speaking world is currently
experiencing a ‘Live Poetry’ boom. Yet, despite this raised awareness for the
aesthetic and social potential of performed poetry, academia has barely
responded, failing in the process to update and adapt its concept of poetry to
meet these recent developments. Bridging this critical gap, this volume provides
for the first time a full methodological ‘toolkit’ for the analysis of live poetry by
drawing together approaches from diverse disciplines concerned with speech
and forms of cultural performance. Most notably, these include literary studies,
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paralinguistics, musicology, kinesics, theatre and performance studies, and
folklore studies. This innovative methodology is demonstrated through sample
analyses based on a mixed corpus of audio and video recordings of poetry
performances, as well as on personal interviews with practitioners of live poetry.
Of value to the scholar and poetry enthusiast alike, this volume presents an
indispensable guide for anyone interested in understanding and analysing
poetry’s evolution through its current ‘spoken word’ renaissance.
Features a collection of poems that integrates the voices of one hundred poets in
an effort that aims to transcend identity politics and present the views of several
artists in one interwoven text.
This collection of original research explores ways that educators can create
participatory spaces that foster civic engagement, critical thinking, and authentic
literacy practices for adolescent youth in urban contexts. Casting youth as vital
social actors, contributors shed light on the ways in which urban youth develop a
clearer sense of agency within the structural forces of racial segregation and
economic development that would otherwise marginalize and silence their voices
and begin to see familiar spaces with reimagined possibilities for socially just
educational practices.
This guide examines the production and reception of poetry by a range of women
writers--predominantly although not exclusively writing in English--from Sappho
through Anne Bradstreet and Emily Bronte to Sylvia Plath, Eavan Boland and
Susan Howe.Women's Poetry offers a thoroughgoing thematic study of key texts,
poets and issues, analysing commonalities and differences across diverse
writers, periods, and forms. The book is alert, throughout, to the diversity of
women's poetry. Close readings of selected texts are combined with a discussion
of key theories and critical practices, and students are encouraged to think about
women's poetry in the light of debates about race, class, ethnicity, sexuality, and
regional and national identity. The book opens with a chronology followed by a
comprehensive Introduction which outlines various approaches to reading
women's poetry. Seven chapters follow, and a Conclusion and section of useful
resources close the book.
Exciting words by talented poets who have made Albuquerque's poetry slams so
successful.
There is little doubt that the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are a
controversial entity. They are provocative for the way in which they have been
developed, for the ways they are being implemented and evaluated, for their
content, and for their failure to explicitly consider the needs, interests, and
histories of diverse populations. While the CCSS continue to be problematized by
critics around the country—including the editors of this volume—it is evident our
nation is moving toward (some would argue we have arrived at) a national set of
standards and/or a national curriculum. This text will be an important volume for
multiple audiences, in large part because it will bring together critical
perspectives on the CCSS and the notion of national standards/curricula. It will
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simultaneously provide a social justice orientation as a way to interpret the CCSS
and respond to their limits, while presenting practical examples of social
justice?oriented, CCSS?focused curricula that empower diverse learners and
their teachers. Social Justice, the Common Core, and Closing the Instructional
Gap will consist of chapters by classroom teachers and university scholars who
portray honest, engaging, first?person accounts of their successes and
challenges connecting a social justice pedagogical orientation to the Common
Core State Standards. These authors candidly and passionately share the
challenges of navigating between a social justice curriculum and high stakes
standards? and test?driven environments. They highlight their accomplishments
that include effectively supporting students to consider social injustices and
devise plans to work toward a more equitable world.
Poetry SlamThe Competitive Art of Performance PoetryManic d Press
In Poem Central, Shirley McPhillips helps us better understand the central role
poetry can play in our personal lives and in the life of our classrooms. She
introduces us to professional poets, teachers, and students--people of different
ages and walks of life--who are actively engaged in reading and making poems.
Their stories and their work show us the power of poems to illuminate the
ordinary, to nurture, inspire and stand alongside us for the journey. Poem Central
is divided into three main parts--weaving poetry into our lives and our
classrooms, reading poems, and writing poems. Shirley has structured the book
in short sections that are easy to read and dip into. Each section has a specific
focus, provides background knowledge, shows poets at work, highlights
information on crafting, defines poetic terms, features finished work, includes
classroom examples, and lists additional resources.
This essential volume provides an overview of and introduction to African American writers and
literary periods from its beginning through the 21st century. Provides an essential introduction
to African American writers and topics, from the beginning of the 20th century into the 21st
Covers the major authors and key topics in African American literature Gives students an
accessible and approachable overview of African American literature
"Youth Poets documents an ethnographic study of the literacy learning of urban high school
youth in June Jordan's Poetry for the People program. The book emphasizes how seven
students adopted empowering literacies as they read, wrote, published, and performed poetry
in and outside of school. Using a sociocultural and critical framework on literacy and pedagogy,
the book focuses on the experiences of urban youth-from their own perspectives - to examine
the various processes, products, and practices associated with poetry. It contributes to current
research on literacy pedagogy in urban contexts, and further grounds connections between
poetry production and academic and critical literacies. Not only does the research presented
here support the use of poetry in itself, but it makes a case for the ways in which poetry can
lead to transformative possibilities in diverse and multicultural classrooms."--BOOK JACKET.
Demonstrates how activists and others use art and popular culture to strive for a more
democratic future. Doing Democracy examines the potential of the arts and popular culture to
extend and deepen the experience of democracy. Its contributors address the use of
photography, cartooning, memorials, monuments, poetry, literature, music, theater, festivals,
and parades to open political spaces, awaken critical consciousness, engage marginalized
groups in political activism, and create new, more democratic societies. This volume
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demonstrates how ordinary people use the creative and visionary capacity of the arts and
popular culture to shape alternative futures. It is unique in its insistence that democratic
theorists and activists should acknowledge and employ affective as well as rational faculties in
the ongoing struggle for democracy. “Nancy S. Love and Mark Mattern have collected a firstrate set of studies that illuminate the intersection between art and politics in the contemporary
era. The text demonstrates how activist art and cultural politics can promote democratic politics
and how democracy is enriched and enlivened by activist art projects. This book should
interest everyone concerned with the fate of art and democracy in the contemporary era and
how they can help nourish each other.” — Douglas Kellner, author of Media Spectacle and
Insurrection, 2011: From the Arab Uprisings to Occupy Everywhere
This directory is a unique reference tool that gathers information on significant alternative
presses--126 U.S. presses, 19 Canadian, and 18 international presses having either a North
American address or distributor. Thirty-three presses are new to this edition.
In Mentor and Muse, a collection of twenty-nine insightful essays by some of today’s leading
poetic minds, editors Blas Falconer, Beth Martinelli, and Helena Mesa have brought together
an illuminating anthology that draws upon both established and emerging poets to create a oneof-a-kind resource and unlock the secrets of writing and revising poetry. Gathered here are
numerous experts eager to share their wisdom with other writers. Each author examines in
detail a particular poetic element, shedding new light on the endless possibilities of poetic
forms. Addressed within are such topics as the fluid possibilities of imagery in poetry; the
duality of myth and the personal, and the power of one to unlock the other; the surprising
versatility of traditional poetic forms; and the pleasure of collaboration with other poets. Also
explored in depth are the formative roles of cultural identity and expectations, and their effect
on composition; advice on how to develop one’s personal poetic style and approach; the
importance of setting in reading and meaning; and the value of indirection in the lyric poem.
Challenges to conventional concepts of beauty are examined through Shakespeare’s sonnets,
and the ghost of Longfellow is called upon to guide students through the rewards and
roadblocks of writing popular poetry. Poetic persona is demystified through Newton’s law of
gravity, while the countless permutations of punctuation are revealed with analysis of e. e.
cummings and W. S. Merwin. The essays include the full text of the poems discussed, and
detailed, relevant writing exercises that allow students the opportunity to directly implement the
strategies they have learned. While many advanced topics such as authenticity, discordant
music, and prosody are covered, this highly readable volume is as user-friendly as it is
informative. Offering a variety of aesthetics and approaches to tackling the issues of
composition, Mentor and Muse takes poets beyond the simple stages of poetic terms and
strategies. These authorsinvite students to explore more advanced concepts, enabling them to
draw on the traditions of the past while at the same time forging their own creative paths into
the future. Chosen as one of the "Best Books for Writers" by Poets & Writers magazine
This four-volume encyclopedia contains compelling and comprehensive information on African
American popular culture that will be valuable to high school students and undergraduates,
college instructors, researchers, and general readers. • Contains writings from 100 contributing
authors, all identified in a separate listing • Includes a chronology placing pivotal events—such
as the beginning of black baseball, the modern Civil Rights Movement, and the Harlem
Renaissance—in historical context • Depicts key places, events, and people through
photographs as well as words • Provides a list of black radio programs and movies
Offers an assortment of slam poems and includes articles on such topics as setting up and
judging slams, using props, and slam aesthetics.
Suggests invitations, activities, menus, and playlists for twenty theme parties, including "poetry
slam coffee house" and "chocoholics unite."

Get on Stage and Perfect Your Performance Have you ever enjoyed a slam or two and
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thought, "I could do this," but felt apprehensive staring at that empty mic—or worse, you
climbed up on stage and struggled? Let Marc Kelly Smith, the founder of Slam Poetry,
teach you everything you need to be a confident performer, from writing a powerful
poem, to stage techniques, to going on tour (if that's where your muse leads you). Take
the Mic is filled with insider tips, backstage advice, and tons of examples of slam poems
that wake up an audience. With this book, you'll also be able to link to the
PoetrySpeaks.com community to listen to samples, meet poets, and unearth
inspirations for your next performance. The Ultimate Guide to Writing and Performing
with Power Take the Mic is an essential guide for lifting your poetry from the page to the
stage. Marc Kelly Smith (So What!), grand founder of the Slam movement, serves as
you personal coach, showing you how to craft stage-worthy verse and deliver a poetry
performance that shakes the rafters and sparks thunderous applause. In Take the Mic,
you discover how to... Pen poetry that's conducive to on-stage performance Overcome
stage fright Practice powerful performance techniques Rehearse like a pro Shape a
loose collection of poems into a killer set Connect with your audience — heart and soul
Master the art of self-promotion Schedule your own slam poetry tour Transform your
hobby into paying gigs Act professional to establish a solid reputation in the Slam
community Take the Mic is packed with practical exercises you can do alone or in class
to hone your skills and transform your body, mind, voice, verse, and spirit into an
engaging stage presence. You'll also find a brief history of slam, the rules and
regulations that govern official slam competitions, and a list of PSI (Poetry Slam, Inc.)
Certified Slams, so no matter where you are, you always have a place to Take the Mic!
From youth violence, to the impact of high stakes educational testing, to editorial hand
wringing over the moral failures of hip-hop culture, young people of color are often
portrayed as gang affiliated, “troubled,” and ultimately, dangerous. The Hip-Hop
Generation Fights Back examines how youth activism has emerged to address the
persistent inequalities that affect urban youth of color. Andreana Clay provides a
detailed account of the strategies that youth activists use to frame their social justice
agendas and organize in their local communities. Based on two years of fieldwork with
youth affiliated with two non-profit organizations in Oakland, California, The Hip-Hop
Generation Fights Back shows how youth integrate the history of social movement
activism of the 1960s, popular culture strategies like hip-hop and spoken word, as well
as their experiences in the contemporary urban landscape, to mobilize their peers.
Ultimately, Clay’s comparison of the two youth organizations and their participants
expands our understandings of youth culture, social movements, popular culture, and
race and ethnic relations.
This book elucidates the complexities, contradictions, and confusion surrounding
adolescence in American culture and education.
Uses examples from Homer's Odyssey to contemporary urban America's slam poetry to
explore the cultural contexts of this verbal artform, discussing the structure, principles,
and social applications of the oral poem.
In this practical guidebook, experienced librarians—a public librarian and a school
librarian—share advice and ideas for extending resources, containing costs, and
leveraging capabilities between school and public libraries, offering insights and
strategies to overcome today's economic challenges. • Offers detailed instructions for
initiating a collaborative relationship between public and school libraries • Explains how
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to navigate tricky political situations that can arise when trying to please two distinct
administrative boards • Includes practical advice from both school and public
perspectives • Best Practices section offers successful case studies and real-world
tested ideas and tips • What We Wish You Knew! sidebars provide examples of
challenges encountered and problems to avoid as well as hints for success
What are the most effective methods for teaching writing across grade levels and
student populations? What kind of training do teachers need to put research-validated
methods into practice? This unique volume combines the latest writing research with
clear-cut recommendations for designing high-quality professional development efforts.
Prominent authorities describe ways to help teachers succeed by using peer coaching,
cross-disciplinary collaboration, lesson study, and other professional development
models. All aspects of instruction and assessment are addressed, including high-stakes
writing assessments, applications of technology, motivational issues, writing in different
genres and subject areas, and teaching struggling writers.
Georgia Popoff is a collector of discarded fragments, considered tarnished but
envisioned anew in the palm of her words. She doesn't clean or repair the shards. She
moments deeply in what is there and exhumes footholds in sorrow. The action itself,
when enabled with vast passion, is poetry. The Doom Weaver is "a shawl/on the warp
of the night." Quraysh Ali Lansana These poems of plain statement and often
incandescent images, of ironic detachment and helpless commitment, offer canny
assessments of life and lives, love and family. They move with a dancer's grace out to
the edge and back in again. The Doom Weaver is an impressive collection by a poet of
real accomplishment.Charles Martin The Doom Weaver includes poems on a wide
variety of themes. Georgia Popoff gives us a vivid portrait of children watching a onearmed man mowing grass: short sleeve flagging/the summer breeze. We see her greatgrandmother who, rather than die a slow death from cancer, took control, wading into
snow./Her nightgown sucked/against her ribs. We listen to a lover who wants to
preserve a part of her beloved's body like a relic from a saint: I kissed you/finger by
finger like rosary beads./I wanted to lop one off, keep it in my pocket/for when I grow
weak, like a rabbit's foot. This is a bold and engaging volume.Ellen Bass
How do slam poets and their audiences reflect the politics of difference?
City of Insomnia is a book about being lost and what you find when you’re lost. Poetry that
explores the landscapes of California, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts, Infante transforms
city streets, love, America’s fractured politics, and his father’s death, unearthing questions
about love and loss for which there are no good answers, but near endless emotional terrain to
explore.
Listening Up, Writing Down, and Looking Beyond is an interdisciplinary collection that gathers
the work of scholars and performance practitioners who together explore questions about the
oral, written, and visual. The book includes the voices of oral performance practitioners, while
the scholarship of many of the academic contributors is informed by their participation in oral
storytelling, whether as poets, singers, or visual artists. Its contributions address the politics
and ethics of the utterance and text: textualizing orature and orality, simulations of the oral, the
poetics of performance, and reconstructions of the oral.
This book is a study of voice in poetry, beginning in the 1920s when modernism rose to the
surface of poetry and other arts, and when radio expanded suddenly in the United States.
More than 800 years after its invention in medieval France, the sestina survives and thrives in
English. A fixed 39-line poetic form with of six stanzas of six lines each, followed by a threePage 7/9
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line stanza known as an envoi, tornada, or tercet, the sestina is the one form of poetry that
poets from all camps agree can exist in a free verse world. Formalists and avant-gardes love
sestinas for their ornate, maddeningly complicated rules of word repetition. For The Incredible
Sestinas Anthology, editor Daniel Nester has gathered more than 100 writers—from John
Ashbery to David Lehman to Matt Madden and Patricia Smith—to show the sestina in its many
incarnations: prose and comic sestinas, collaborative and double sestinas, from masters of the
form to brilliant one-off attempts, all to show its evolution and the possibilities of this dynamic
form.
This book is about poetry. Poetry comes from deep inside of your heart. It's a talent that God
gave some of us. I know for myself I was a luck person to be blessed with a talent to write
poerty. Since my childhood days I always would write poerty. It;s just my passion.Simply put,
poetry slam is the competitive art of performance poetry. Established in the mid-80s as a
means to heighten public interest in poetry readings, slam has evolved into an international art
form emphasizing audience involvement and poetic excellence. In the majority of slam series,
organizers stage weekly or monthly events in a public space, such as a bar or cafe. Poets
wishing to compete sign up with a host, and the host finds five audience members who wish to
serve as judges. Poets must follow a series of rules: the poems must be of each poet's own
construction, the poet may not use props, costumes, or musical instruments, and if the poet
goes over the time limit (three minutes plus a 10-second grace period), points are deducted
from his or her score. Judges, who are encouraged to factor both content and performance into
their evaluations, judge each poet on a 0.0 to 10.0 scale. The high score and low score are
dropped, and the middle three scores become the score for that particular poet. To insure that
the entire audience is involved, the host encourages the audience to respond to the poet in any
way they see fit, be it impassioned cheering or lusty booing. The judges, in turn, are
encouraged to remain consistent with themselves and not let the audience influence them. In a
typical competition, all poets read one poem in the first round. Based on the scores they
receive, the top-scoring poets go on to the second round, and from that pool, a smaller number
of the highest-scoring poets in the second round go on to the third and final round. While the
specifics vary from slam to slam, certified slams adhere to this basic structure, insuring that
poets must seek to make immediate connections with the audience in order to continue on.
Cash prizes or other prizes are offered to the winner as further impetus for performing well. In
most cities, the slam series culminates with a final slam at the end of the season to determine
which poets will represent the city at the National Poetry Slam. By adhering to a structure that
factors in the audience at such a basic and integral level, slams have emerged as the most
vital and best-attended of many cities' regular poetry events. Whereas many open mike events
tend to serve either the poets who participate or a particular target community, slam's
emphasis on addressing the audience has garnered slam a more inclusive, more diverse
audience than the typical poetry reading. By marrying poetry with competition, slam has
allowed non-traditional audiences a tangible and intriguing avenue for experiencing poetry in a
live prime-time setting.In 1985 a construction worker and poet named Marc Smith (slampapi)
started a poetry reading series at a Chicago jazz club, the Get Me High Lounge, looking for a
way to breathe life into the open mike poetry format. The series' emphasis on performance laid
the groundwork for a style poetry and performance which would eventually be spread across
the world. In 1986 Smith approached Dave Jemilo, the owner of the Green Mill (a Chicago jazz
club and former haunt of Al Capone), with a plan to host a weekly poetry cabaret on the club's
slow Sunday nights. Jemilo welcomed him, and on July 25, the Uptown Poetry Slam was born.
Smith drew on baseball and bridge terminology for the name, and instituted the show's basic
structure of an open mike, guest performers, and a competition. The Green Mill evolved into
the Mecca for performance poets, and the Uptown Poetry Slam still continues 18 years after its
inception.From The Complete Idiot's Guide to Slam Poetry: “Slam poetry is the brainchild of
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Marc Smith (So What!) and the blue collar intellectual eccentrics who crammed into the Get Me
to the
Uses the theories of Howard Gardner to discuss the integration of the multiple intelligences
approach into teaching reading and writing.
This first-of-its-kind compendium unites perspectives from artists, scholars, arts educators,
policymakers, and activists to investigate the complex system of values surrounding artisticeducational endeavors. Addressing a range of artistic domains-including music, dance, theater,
visual arts, film, and poetry-contributors explore and critique the conventions that govern our
interactions with these practices. Artistic Citizenship focuses on the social responsibilities and
functions of amateur and professional artists and examines ethical issues that are
conventionally dismissed in discourses on these topics. The questions this book addresses
include: How does the concept of citizenship relate to the arts? What sociocultural, political,
environmental, and gendered "goods" can artistic engagements create for people worldwide?
Do particular artistic endeavors have distinctive potentials for nurturing artistic citizenship?
What are the most effective strategies in the arts to institute change and/or resist local,
national, and world problems? What obligations do artists and consumers of art have to
facilitate relationships between the arts and citizenship? How can artistic activities contribute to
the eradication of adverse 'ism's? A substantial accompanying website features video clips of
"artivism" in action, videotaped interviews with scholars and practitioners working in a variety of
spaces and places, a blog, and supplementary resources about existing and emerging
initiatives. Thoroughly researched and engagingly written, Artistic Citizenship is an essential
text for artists, scholars, policymakers, educators, and students.
Sometimes it seems like there are as many definitions of poetry as there are poems. Coleridge
defined poetry as “the best words in the best order.” St. Augustine called it “the Devil’s wine.”
For Shelley, poetry was “the record of the best and happiest moments of the happiest and best
minds.” But no matter how you define it, poetry has exercised a hold upon the hearts and
minds of people for more than five millennia. That’s because for the attentive reader, poetry
has the power to send chills shooting down the spine and lightning bolts flashing in the brain —
to throw open the doors of perception and hone our sensibilities to a scalpel’s edge. Poetry
For Dummies is a great guide to reading and writing poems, not only for beginners, but for
anyone interested in verse. From Homer to Basho, Chaucer to Rumi, Shelley to Ginsberg, it
introduces you to poetry’s greatest practitioners. It arms you with the tools you need to
understand and appreciate poetry in all its forms, and to explore your own talent as a poet.
Discover how to: Understand poetic language and forms Interpret poems Get a handle on
poetry through the ages Find poetry readings near you Write your own poems Shop your work
around to publishers Don’t know the difference between an iamb and a trochee? Worry not,
this friendly guide demystifies the jargon, and it covers a lot more ground besides, including:
Understanding subject, tone, narrative; and poetic language Mastering the three steps to
interpretation Facing the challenges of older poetry Exploring 5,000 years of verse, from
Mesopotamia to the global village Writing open-form poetry Working with traditional forms of
verse Writing exercises for aspiring poets Getting published From Sappho to Clark Coolidge,
and just about everyone in between, Poetry For Dummies puts you in touch with the greats of
modern and ancient poetry. Need guidance on composing a ghazal, a tanka, a sestina, or a
psalm? This is the book for you.
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