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Philosophy, Science and Religion for EveryoneRoutledge
The philosophy of religion, one of the oldest areas of philosophy, has been advanced mainly through conceptual thinking. However, over the
last few decades scientists have made discoveries with significant implications for this philosophical domain. Scientific Approaches to
Philosophy of Religion opens new perspectives by applying scientific approaches to central problems in the field. The book's contributors
tackle perennial problems in philosophy of religion by referring to relevant findings and theories in cognitive science, anthropology,
developmental psychology, decision theory, biology, physics and cosmology. They address a wide range of topics, such as divine attributes;
God, creation and evolution; God and the universe; religious beliefs; religious tolerance and disagreement; and the compatibility of science
and religion.
This is the definitive study of John Dee and his intellectual career. Originally published in 1988, this interpretation is far more detailed than
any that came before and is an authoritative account for anyone interested in the history, literature and scientific developments of the
Renaissance, or the occult. John Dee has fascinated successive generations. Mathematician, scientist, astrologer and magus at the court of
Elizabeth I, he still provokes controversy. To some he is the genius whose contributions to navigation made possible the feats of Elizabethan
explorers and colonists, to others an alchemist and charlatan. Thoroughly examining Dee’s natural philosophy, this book provides a balanced
evaluation of his place, and the role of the occult, in sixteenth-century intellectual history. It brings together insights from a study of Dee’s
writings, the available biographical material, and his sources as reflected in his extensive library and, more importantly, numerous surviving
annotated volumes from it.
This collection of essays looks at the distinctively English intellectual, social and political phenomenon of Latitudinarianism, which emerged
during the Civil War and Interregnum and came into its own after the Restoration, becoming a virtual orthodoxy after 1688. Dividing into two
parts, it first examines the importance of the Cambridge Platonists, who sought to embrace the newest philosophical and scientific
movements within Church of England orthodoxy, and then moves into the later seventeenth century, from the Restoration onwards,
culminating in essays on the philosopher John Locke. These contributions establish a firmly interdisciplinary basis for the subject, while
collectively gravitating towards the importance of discourse and language as the medium for cultural exchange. The variety of approaches
serves to illuminate the cultural indeterminacy of the period, in which inherited models and vocabularies were forced to undergo revisions,
coinciding with the formation of many cultural institutions still governing English society.
A comprehensive and accessible survey of the major issues at the biology-religion interface.
Religion and European Philosophy: Key Thinkers from Kant to Žižek draws together a diverse group of scholars in theology, religious studies,
and philosophy to discuss the role that religion plays among key figures in the European philosophical tradition. Designed for accessibility,
each of the thirty-four chapters includes background information on the key thinker, an overview of the main themes, concepts, and concerns
that occupy his or her attention, and a discussion of the religious and theological elements present in his or her thought, in light of
contemporary issues. Given the scope of the volume, Religion and European Philosophy will be the go-to guide for understanding the
religious and theological dimensions of European philosophy, for both students and established researchers alike.
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Does God exist? What about evil and suffering? How does faith relate to science? Is there life after death? These questions fascinate
everyone and lie at the heart of philosophy of religion. Chad Meister offers an up-to-date introduction to the field, focussing not only on
traditional debates but also on contemporary concepts such as the intelligent creator. Key topics, such as divine reality and the self and
religious experience, are discussed in relation to different faiths. Introducing Philosophy of Religion: • offers a lucid overview of contemporary
philosophy of religion • introduces the key figures in the history of philosophy of religion • explores the impact of religious diversity and
pluralism • examines the main arguments for and against the existence of God and the nature of the divine • looks at science and issues of
faith and reason • explores how the different religions approach the concept of life after death. The wealth of textbook features, including
tables of essential information, questions for reflection, summaries, glossary and recommendations for further reading make the book ideal
for student use. Along with its accompanying Reader, this is the perfect introductory package for undergraduate philosophy of religion
courses. Visit the book's companion website at www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415403276. Features include: an interactive glossary a
timeline powerpoint slides on all the chapters chapter outlines lists of objectives for study.
The third volume of an extended and systematic exploration of the relation between Christian theology and the natural sciences, focussing on
the origins and place of theory in Christian theology
A reader-friendly introduction to the essential concepts, theories, and questions in analytic philosophy of religion Does God exist? If so, what
is God's relationship to us? Do we have free will? This is Philosophy of Religion surveys foundational topics in the philosophy of religion using
a clear and accessible style. Straightforward and easy to comprehend for those with no prior philosophical background, this engaging
introduction familiarizes readers with the vocabulary, methods, and major concepts in the philosophy of religion, and invites them to think
through questions which arise in the intersection of philosophy, theology, and religious studies. Part of the popular This is Philosophy series,
this book applies the basic investigative methods of philosophy to questions of religion, faith, and morality. Chapters offer a framework for
thinking about religion, present arguments for and against the existence of God, discuss religious diversity, consider the intellectual coexistence of faith and reason, and examine different theories about why people are religious. Examples and illustrations taken from popular
culture reinforce the subject’s contemporary relevance, and are complemented by a wealth of online resources for instructors on the This is
Philosophy series site that encourage further reading and strengthen student comprehension of key concepts. A dependable introduction to
the philosophy of religion, This is Philosophy of Religion is an ideal gateway to the discipline for readers who want to engage with questions
about religion and contemplate the philosophical implications of religious belief.
The debate between science and religion is never out of the news: emotions run high, fuelled by polemical bestsellers like iThe God
Delusion/i and, at the other end of the spectrum, high-profile campaigns to teach 'Intelligent Design' in schools. Yet there is much more to the
debate than the clash of these extremes. As Thomas Dixon shows in this balanced and thought-provoking introduction, a whole range of
views, subtle arguments, and fascinating perspectives can be taken on this complex and centuries-old subject. He explores not only the key
philosophical questions that underlie the debate, but also highlights the social, political, and ethical contexts that have made 'science and
religion' such a fraught and interesting topic in the modern world. Along the way, he examines landmark historical episodes such as the
Galileo affair, Charles Darwin's own religious and scientific odyssey, the Scopes 'Monkey Trial' in Tennessee in 1925, and the Dover Area
School Board case of 2005, and includes perspectives from non-Christian religions and examples from across the physical, biological, and
social sciences.
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Philosophy, Science and Religion for Everyone brings together these great truth-seeking disciplines, and seeks to understand the ways in
which they challenge and inform each other. Key topics and their areas of focus include: • Foundational Issues – why should anyone care
about the science-and-religion debate? How do scientific claims relate to the truth? Is evolution compatible with design? • Faith and
Rationality – can faith ever be rational? Are theism and atheism totally opposed? Is God hidden or does God simply not exist? • Faith and
Science - what provides a better explanation for the origin of the universe—science or religion? Faith and physics: can they be reconciled?
Does contemporary neuroscience debunk religious belief? Creationism and evolutionary biology - what constitutes science and what
constitutes pseudo-science? • Practical Implications – is fundamentalism just a problem for religious people? What are the ethical
implications of the science-and-religion debate? Do logic and religion mix? This book is designed to be used in conjunction with the free
‘Philosophy, Science and Religion’ MOOC (massive open online course) created by the University of Edinburgh, and hosted by the
Coursera platform (www.coursera.org). This book is also highly recommended for anyone looking for a concise overview of this fascinating
discipline.
There are also essays on Bacon's theory of rhetoric and history as well as on his moral and political philosophy and on his legacy.
Throughout the contributors aim to place Bacon in his historical context.
This book explores the historical relations between science and religion and discusses contemporary issues with perspectives from
cosmology, evolutionary biology and bioethics.
OCR Philosophy of Religion for AS and A2 is a textbook for students of Advanced Subsidiary or Advanced Level courses, endorsed by OCR
for use with the OCR GCE Religious Studies specification. The book covers all the topics of the Philosophy of Religion component of the A
Level specification in an enjoyable and student-friendly fashion. This second edition has been restructured for the revised specification and
now includes new chapters on the 'Nature of God' and 'Religion and Science'. Each chapter includes: a list of key issues, to introduce
students to the topic OCR specification checklist, to allow students to see which topics from the specification are covered in each chapter
explanations of key terminology discussion questions, thought points and activities exam-style practice questions self-test review questions
helpful summaries annotated further reading suggestions. To maximize students' chances of exam success, the book includes a chapter
dedicated to answering examination questions. The book comes complete with lively illustrations, a comprehensive glossary, a full
bibliography and a companion website at www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415468244.
In this essay, Joshua Moritz shows how the conceptual landscape of theology been shaped by the history and philosophy of science, even as
theology has informed the history and philosophical foundations of the natural sciences.
This collection of essays covers the classical heritage and Islamic culture, classical Arabic science and philosophy, and Muslim religious
sciences, showing continuation of Greek and Persian thought as well as original Muslim contributions to the sciences, philosophy, religion,
and culture of Islam.
What tensions arise between philosophy of religion and theology? What strengths and weaknesses of analytical methods emerge in relation
to strongly confessional philosophical theologies, or to Continental philosophies? Faith and Philosophical Analysis evaluates how well
philosophy of religion serves in understanding religious faith. Figures who rarely share the space of the same book - leading exponents of
analytic philosophy of religion and those who question its legacy - are drawn together in this book, with their disagreements harnessed to
positive effect. Figures such as Richard Swinburne and Basil Mitchell reflect on their life-long projects from a perspective which has not
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previously been seen in print. A wide range of approaches found in contemporary philosophy of religion are explored, including: reformed
epistemology, 'traditional' metaphysical theory building, feminist methodologies, Wittgensteinian approaches, and American pragmatism.
Considering the trends in philosophy of religion as they are interacting across continents, looking particularly at philosophical influences in
North America, Britain, and Continental Europe, this book will appeal to students, scholars and general readers with an interest in philosophy
of religion, theology, or analytical philosophy.
In God and Natural Order: Physics, Philosophy, and Theology, Shaun Henson brings a theological approach to bear on contemporary
scientific and philosophical debates on the ordered or disordered nature of the universe. Henson engages arguments for a unified theory of
the laws of nature, a concept with monotheistic metaphysical and theological leanings, alongside the pluralistic viewpoints set out by Nancy
Cartwright and other philosophers of science, who contend that the nature of physical reality is intrinsically complex and irreducible to a single
unifying theory. Drawing on the work of theologian Wolfhart Pannenberg and his conception of the Trinitarian Christian god, the author argues
that a theological line of inquiry can provide a useful framework for examining controversies in physics and the philosophy of science. God
and Natural Order will raise provocative questions for theologians, Pannenberg scholars, and researchers working in the intersection of
science and religion.
The first survey in the English language of the history of naturalistic monism in the works of Haeckel, Spinoza, and others. Contributors
demonstrate that, to a greater extent than previously shown, monism provided an essential epistemological framework for numerous
religious, political and cultural movements between the 1840s and 1940s.
The question of whether faith in God is reasonable is of renewed interest in today’s academy. In light of this interest, as well as the rise of
militant religion and terrorism and the emergent reaction by neo-atheism, this volume considers this important question from the views of
contemporary scientists, philosophers, and in a more novel fashion, of rhetoricians. It is comprised of a public debate between William Lane
Craig, supporting the position that faith in God is reasonable and Alex Rosenberg, arguing against that position. Scholars in the
aforementioned fields then respond to the debate, representing both theistic and atheistic positions. The book concludes with rejoinders from
Craig and Rosenberg.
This book investigates the debates around religion and science at the influential Victoria Institute. Founded in London in 1865, and largely
drawn from the evangelical wing of the Church of England, it had as its prime objective the defence of ‘the great truths revealed in Holy
Scripture’ from ‘the opposition of science, falsely so called’. The conflict for them was not between science and religion directly, but what
exactly constituted true science. Chapters cover the Victoria Institute’s formation, its heyday in the late nineteenth century, and its decline in
the years following the First World War. They show that at stake was more than any particular theory; rather, it was an entire worldview,
combining theology, epistemology, and philosophy of science. Therefore, instead of simply offering a survey of religious responses to
evolutionary theory, this study demonstrates the complex relationship between science, evangelical religion, and society in the years after
Darwin’s Origin of Species. It also offers some insight as to why conservative evangelicals did not display the militancy of some American
fundamentalists with whom they shared so many of their intellectual commitments. Filling in a significant gap in the literature around modern
attitudes to religion and science, this book will be of keen interest to scholars of Religious Studies, the History of Religion, and Science and
Religion.
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This engaging collection of essays locates the debate between theism and naturalism in the broader context of reflection on
imagination and aesthetics. The eleven original essays will be of interest to anyone who is fascinated by the power of imagination
and the role of aesthetics in deciding between worldviews or philosophies of nature.
How much faith should we place in what scientists tell us? Is it possible for scientific knowledge to be fully "objective?" What,
really, can be defined as science? In the second edition of this Very Short Introduction, Samir Okasha explores the main themes
and theories of contemporary philosophy of science, and investigates fascinating, challenging questions such as these. Starting at
the very beginning, with a concise overview of the history of science, Okasha examines the nature of fundamental practices such
as reasoning, causation, and explanation. Looking at scientific revolutions and the issue of scientific change, he asks whether
there is a discernible pattern to the way scientific ideas change over time, and discusses realist versus anti-realist attitudes
towards science. He finishes by considering science today, and the social and ethical philosophical questions surrounding modern
science. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
What is this thing called Philosophy of Religion? grapples with the core topics studied on philosophy of religion undergraduate
courses including: the meaning of religious language, including 20th century developments the nature of the Divine, including
divine power, wisdom and action arguments for the existence of the Divine challenges to belief in the Divine, including the
problems of evil, divine hiddenness and religious diversity believing without arguments arguments for life after death, including
reincarnation. In addition to the in-depth coverage of the key themes within the subject area Elizabeth Burns explores the topics
from the perspectives of the five main world religions, introducing students to the work of scholars from a variety of religious
traditions and interpretations of belief. What is this thing called Philosophy of Religion? is the ideal introduction for those
approaching the philosophy of religion for the first time, containing many helpful student-friendly features, such as a glossary of
important terms, study questions and further reading.
An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion provides a broad overview of the topics which are at the forefront of discussion in
contemporary philosophy of religion. Prominent views and arguments from both historical and contemporary authors are discussed
and analyzed. The book treats all of the central topics in the field, including the coherence of the divine attributes, theistic and
atheistic arguments, faith and reason, religion and ethics, miracles, human freedom and divine providence, science and religion,
and immortality. In addition it addresses topics of significant importance that similar books often ignore, including the argument for
atheism from hiddenness, the coherence of the doctrines of the Trinity and the Incarnation, and the relationship between religion
and politics. It will be a valuable accompaniment to undergraduate and introductory graduate-level courses.
Cover -- Title -- Copyright -- Contents -- Introduction -- 1 How do scientific claims relate to the truth? -- 2 Faith and physics: can
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they be reconciled? -- 3 Creationism and evolutionary biology - science or pseudo-science? -- 4 Is evolution compatible with
design? -- 5 Is there a fundamental tension between faith and rationality? -- 6 Is God hidden, or does God simply not exist? -- 7
Does contemporary neuroscience debunk religious belief? -- 8 Are theism and atheism totally opposed? Can they learn from each
other? -- 9 Is fundamentalism just a problem for religious people? -- 10 Why should anyone care about the science-and-religion
debate? -- 11 What provides a better explanation for the origin of the universe - science or religion? -- 12 Do logic and religion
mix? -- 13 Does science show that we lack free will? -- 14 What are the ethical implications of the science-and-religion debate? -Glossary -- Index
Since for Jan Van der Veken our vision of the world, and especially the placing of God and religion in it, has been the basic
concern in all his work and thought, this problem is also at the core of this volume.
Experimental philosophy was an exciting and extraordinarily successful development in the study of nature in the seventeenth
century. Yet experimental philosophy was not without its critics and was far from the only natural philosophical method on the
scene. In particular, experimental philosophy was contrasted with and set against speculative philosophy and, in some quarters,
was accused of tending to irreligion. This volume brings together ten scholars of early modern philosophy, history and science in
order to shed new light on the complex relations between experiment, speculation and religion in early modern Europe. The first
six chapters of the book focus on the respective roles of experimental and speculative philosophy in individual seventeenthcentury philosophers. They include Francis Bacon, Robert Boyle, Margaret Cavendish, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Isaac
Newton. The next two chapters deal with the relation between experimental philosophy and religion with a special focus on
hypotheses and natural religion. The penultimate chapter takes a broader European perspective and examines the paucity of
concerns with religion among Italian natural philosophers of the period. Finally, the concluding chapter draws all these individuals
and themes together to provide a critical appraisal of recent scholarship on experimental philosophy. This book is the first
collection of essays on the subject of early modern experimental philosophy. It will appeal to scholars and students of early
modern philosophy, science and religion.

An examination of the cognitive foundations of intuitions about the existence and attributes of God. Questions about the
existence and attributes of God form the subject matter of natural theology, which seeks to gain knowledge of the divine
by relying on reason and experience of the world. Arguments in natural theology rely largely on intuitions and inferences
that seem natural to us, occurring spontaneously—at the sight of a beautiful landscape, perhaps, or in wonderment at the
complexity of the cosmos—even to a nonphilosopher. In this book, Helen De Cruz and Johan De Smedt examine the
cognitive origins of arguments in natural theology. They find that although natural theological arguments can be very
sophisticated, they are rooted in everyday intuitions about purpose, causation, agency, and morality. Using evidence and
theories from disciplines including the cognitive science of religion, evolutionary ethics, evolutionary aesthetics, and the
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cognitive science of testimony, they show that these intuitions emerge early in development and are a stable part of
human cognition. De Cruz and De Smedt analyze the cognitive underpinnings of five well-known arguments for the
existence of God: the argument from design, the cosmological argument, the moral argument, the argument from beauty,
and the argument from miracles. Finally, they consider whether the cognitive origins of these natural theological
arguments should affect their rationality.
This book tells the story of the philosophy of science from its inception in the aftermath of the first World War to its current
stage, and relates this story to the status of theology. In doing so, it fills a remarkable gap in the literature. The
unexpected resurgence of religious issues in often heated discussions since the beginning of the 21&ltSUP>st century
gave a new urgency to the question of the academic treatment of religion(s). Is it still adequate to allow for the academic
study of religion only in a distanced and matter-of-fact way, without people's own views of life being brought into play and
confronted with each other? Or can we also have a viable form of theology that starts from a basic religious commitment,
but nevertheless fully satisfies academic standards? There is a wide debate on topics like these - but seldom this debate
is conducted in a way that is informed by the state of the art in the philosophy of science.
Calls for an end to religion's role in dictating morality, demonstrating how the scientific community's understandings about
the human brain may enable the establishment of secular codes of behavior.
Examining the tenets of the world's major religions, an introduction to the philosophy of religion addresses the numerous
questions surrounding the nature, role, and survivability of religion in the modern world. Original.
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Science, and Technology in Islam provides both an overview and a
comprehensive and detailed survey of the main features of philosophy, science, medicine and technology in the Muslim
world. The level of entries are scholarly, based on primary and secondary sources, and aimed at advanced students of
Islamic philosophy and science. The selection of entries as well as their content reflect the highest academic standards
and most recent research in the field, providing scholars and advanced students with in-depth surveys on the most
important issues in the study of these topics, serving as the authoritative reference work on this important area of
research.
Here is a fresh look at how science contributes to the bigger picture of human flourishing, through a collage of science
and philosophy, richly illustrated by the authors' own experience and personal reflection. They survey the territory of
fundamental physics, machine learning, philosophy of human identity, evolutionary biology, miracles, arguments from
design, naturalism, the history of ideas, and more. The natural world can be appreciated not only for itself, but also as an
eloquent gesture, a narrative and a pointer beyond itself. Our human journey is not to a theorem or a treatise, but to a
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meeting which encompasses all our capacities. In this meeting, science is the way to find out about the structure of the
physical world of which we are a part, not a means to reduce ourselves and our fellow human beings to mere objects of
scrutiny, and still less to attempt the utterly futile exercise of trying to do that to God. We have intellectual permission to
be open to the notion that God can be trusted and known. The material world encourages an open-hearted reaching out
to something more, with a freedom to seek and to be received by what lies beyond the scope of purely impersonal
descriptions and attitudes.
Work in philosophy of religion is still strongly marked by an excessive focus on Christianity and, to a lesser extent,
Judaism -- almost to the exclusion of other religious traditions. Moreover, in many cases it has been confined to a narrow
set of intellectual problems, without embedding these in their larger social, historical, and practical contexts. Why
Philosophy Matters for the Study of Religion--and Vice Versa addresses this situation through a series of interventions
intended to work against the gap that exists between much scholarship in philosophy of religion and important recent
developments that speak to religious studies as a whole. This volume takes up what, in recent years, has often been
seen as a fundamental reason for excluding religious ethics and philosophy of religion from religious studies: their explicit
normativity. Against this presupposition, Thomas A. Lewis argues that normativity is pervasive--not unique to ethics and
philosophy of religion--and therefore not a reason to exclude them from religious studies. Lewis bridges more
philosophical and historical subfields by arguing for the importance of history to the philosophy of religion. He considers
the future of religious ethics, explaining that the field as a whole should learn from the methodological developments
associated with recent work in comparative religious ethics and "comparative religious ethics" should no longer be
conceived as a distinct subfield. The concluding chapter engages broader, post-9/11 arguments about the importance of
studying religion arguing, that prominent contemporary notions of "religious literacy" actually hinder our ability to grasp
religion's significance and impact in the world today.
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