Read Free Philosophy Of The Social Sciences
Philosophical Theory And Scientific Practice

Philosophy Of The Social Sciences
Philosophical Theory And Scientific
Practice
Philosophers and social scientists share a common goal: to
explore fundamental truths about ourselves and the nature of
the world in which we live. But in what ways do these two
distinct disciplines inform each other and arrive at these
truths? The 10th anniversary edition of this highly regarded
text directly responds to such issues as it introduces students
to the philosophy of social science. While staying true to the
writing of the late Ian Craib, this perennial text has been
brought up to date by Ted Benton. This new edition includes
previously unpublished personal insights from both authors,
incorporates new commentaries on classic content and
features an additional chapter on recent developments in the
field. The book: • Addresses critical issues relating to the
nature of social science • Interrogates the relationship
between social science and natural science • Encompasses
traditional and contemporary perspectives • Introduces and
critiques a wide range of approaches, from empiricism and
positivism to post structuralism and rationalism. Written in an
engaging and student-friendly style, the book introduces key
ideas and concepts while raising questions and opening
debates. A cornerstone text in the Traditions in Social Theory
series, this book remains essential reading for all students of
social theory.
Scott Gordon provides a magisterial review of the historical
development of the social sciences from their beginnings in
Renaissance Italy to the present day.
"This encyclopedia, magnificently edited by Byron Kaldis, will
become a valuable source both of reference and inspiration
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for all those who are interested in the interrelation between
philosophy and the many facets of the social sciences. A
must read for every student of the humanities." Wulf
Gaertner, University of Osnabrueck, Germany "Like all good
works of reference this Encyclopedia of Philosophy and the
Social Sciences is not to be treated passively: it provides
clear and sometimes controversial material for constructive
confrontation. It is a rich resource for critical engagement.
The Encyclopedia conceived and edited by Byron Kaldis is a
work of impressive scope and I am delighted to have it on my
bookshelf." David Bloor, Edinburgh University "This splendid
and possibly unique work steers a skilful course between
narrower conceptions of philosophy and the social sciences.
It will be an invaluable resource for students and researchers
in either or both fields, and to anyone working on the
interrelations between them." William Outhwaite, Newcastle
University The Encyclopedia of Philosophy and the Social
Sciences is the first of its kind in bringing the subjects of
philosophy and the social sciences together. It is not only
about the philosophy of the social sciences but, going beyond
that, it is also about the relationship between philosophy and
the social sciences. The subject of the Encyclopedia is
purposefully multi- and inter-disciplinary. Knowledge
boundaries are both delineated and crossed over. The goal is
to convey a clear sense of how philosophy looks at the social
sciences and to mark out a detailed picture of how the two
are interrelated: interwoven at certain times but also
differentiated and contrasted at others. The Entries cover
topics of central significance but also those that are both
controversial and on the cutting-edge, underlining the unique
mark of this Encyclopedia: the interrelationship between
philosophy and the social sciences, especially as it is found in
fresh ideas and unprecedented hybrid disciplinary areas. The
Encyclopedia serves a further dual purpose: it contributes to
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the renewal of the philosophy of the social sciences and
helps to promote novel modes of thinking about some of its
classic problems.
An introduction to the philosophy of social science from a wellknown author.
???????????????????,???????????????,??????????????????
???,?????????????????????
A collection of one man's essays in book form tends to be
viewed today with some suspicion, if not hostility, by
philosophical critics. It would seem that the author is guilty of
an academic sin of pride: causing or helping to cause
separately conceived articles to surpass their original station
and assume a new life, a grander articulation. It can hardly be
denied that the essays which follow must face this sullen
charge, for they were composed at different times for different
sorts of audiences and, for the most part, have already been
published. Their appearance in a new form will not allay
commonplace criticisms: there are repetitions, certain key
terms are defined and defined again in various places, a few
quotations reappear, and, beyond this, the essays are
unequal in range, depth, and fundamental intent. But it is
what brings these essays together that constitutes, I trust,
their collective merit. Underlying the special arguments that
are to be found in each of the chapters is a particular sense
of reality, not a thesis or a theory but rather a way of seeing
the world and of appreciating its texture and design. It is that
sense of reality that I should like to speak of here. Philosophy
stands in a paradoxical relationship to mundane ex istence: it
is at once its critique and one of its possibilities.
This is a collection of extracts from classic works on the
philosophy of social science highlighting the work of many
influential authors who have shaped social science.

The philosophy of the social sciences considers the
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underlying explanatory powers of the social (or
human) sciences, such as history, economics,
anthropology, politics, and sociology. The type of
questions covered includes the methodological (the
nature of observations, laws, theories, and
explanations) to the ontological — whether or not
these sciences can explain human nature in a way
consistent with common-sense beliefs. This
Handbook is a major, comprehensive look at the key
ideas in the field, is guided by several principles. The
first is that the philosophy of social science should
be closely connected to, and informed by,
developments in the sciences themselves. The
second is that the volume should appeal to
practicing social scientists as well as philosophers,
with the contributors being both drawn from both
ranks, and speaking to ongoing controversial issues
in the field. Finally, the volume promotes
connections across the social sciences, with greater
internal discussion and interaction across
disciplinary boundaries.
The Philosophy of Social Science: A Contemporary
Introduction examines the perennial questions of
philosophy by engaging with the empirical study of
society. The book offers a comprehensive overview
of debates in the field, with special attention to
questions arising from new research programs in the
social sciences. The text uses detailed examples of
social scientific research to motivate and illustrate
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the philosophical discussion. Topics include the
relationship of social policy to social science,
interpretive research, action explanation, game
theory, social scientific accounts of norms, joint
intentionality, reductionism, causal modeling, case
study research, and experimentation.
Applies a philosophical analysis of the natural
sciences to the social sciences.
This broad and insightful book presents current
scholarship in important subfields of philosophy of
science and addresses an interdisciplinary and
multidisciplinary readership. It groups carefully
selected contributions into the four fields of I)
philosophy of physics, II) philosophy of life sciences,
III) philosophy of social sciences and values in
science, and IV) philosophy of mathematics and
formal modeling. Readers will discover research
papers by Paul Hoyningen-Huene, Keizo Matsubara,
Kian Salimkhani, Andrea Reichenberger, Anne
Sophie Meincke, Javier Suárez, Roger Deulofeu,
Ludger Jansen, Peter Hucklenbroich, Martin Carrier,
Elizaveta Kostrova, Lara Huber, Jens Harbecke,
Antonio Piccolomini d’Aragona and Axel Gelfert.
This collection fosters dialogue between
philosophers of science working in different
subfields, and brings readers the finest and latest
work across the breadth of the field, illustrating that
contemporary philosophy of science has
successfully broadened its scope of reflection. It will
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interest and inspire a wide audience of philosophers
as well as scholars of the natural sciences, social
sciences and the humanities. The volume shares
selected contributions from the prestigious second
triennial conference of the German Society for
Philosophy of Science/ Gesellschaft für
Wissenschaftsphilosophie (GWP.2016, March 8,
2016 – March 11, 2016).
Philosophy of Social Science provides a tightly
argued yet accessible introduction to the
philosophical foundations of the human sciences,
including economics, anthropology, sociology,
political science, psychology, history, and the
disciplines emerging at the intersections of these
subjects with biology. Philosophy is unavoidable for
social scientists because the choices they make in
answering questions in their disciplines force them to
take sides on philosophical matters. Conversely, the
philosophy of social science is equally necessary for
philosophers since the social and behavior sciences
must inform their understanding of human action,
norms, and social institutions. The fifth edition
retains from previous editions an illuminating
interpretation of the enduring relations between the
social sciences and philosophy, and reflects on
developments in social research over the past two
decades that have informed and renewed debate in
the philosophy of social science. An expanded
discussion of philosophical anthropology and
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modern and postmodern critical theory is new for this
edition.
Philosophy and the Social SciencesRoutledge
Covers the traditional literature on the philosophy of
the social sciences and the contemporary
philosophical and methodological debates
developing at the heart of the disciplinary and
interdisciplinary groups in the social sciences. It
addresses the needs of researchers and academics
who are grappling with the relationship between
questions of knowledge construction and the
problems of social scientific method.
This 1996 book argues that behind the diverse
methods of the natural sciences lies a common core
of scientific rationality.
This volume is a reappraisal of the work of Peter
Guy Winch (1926 -1997), one of the most important
philosophers of the 20th Century. Winch faded into
relative obscurity compared to his contemporaries
due to a mistaken belief that there are no systematic
connections between the different aspects of his
work. This volume corrects that presupposition and
reintroduces Winch's work to a new generation of
scholars. By showing how ethical, political and social
issues are interrelated in Winch's work, and by
making clear the connections between these issues
and themes in metaphysics and the philosophy of
mind, the volume demonstrates both the breadth and
the unity of Winch's approach. It discusses topics
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such as ethics, political philosophy, social science,
the philosophy of action, the philosophy of mind,
metaphysics, and the philosophy of language.
Despite this apparent variety of topics, the
contributors to the volume share Winch's conviction
that the different areas of philosophy are
interdependent. As a result, the volume as a whole
shows unity in diversity and provides an example of
a manner of philosophising in which different
approaches and sub-disciplines are placed in
dialogue with each other. Peter Guy Winch is most
famous for his early work on the philosophy of the
social sciences. His On the Idea of a Social Science
and its Relation to Philosophy (ISS) generated
controversy within both philosophical and social
scientific circles. In that work and subsequent
publications Winch argued against the
presupposition that social relations could be
understood using the conceptual tools of the natural
sciences. Winch would later describe ISS as a
'young man's book' and would come to regret the
reputation it garnered him - a mixture of roughly
equal degrees fame and infamy. Alongside his work
on the philosophy of social sciences, Winch was an
interpreter and exegete of Wittgenstein. He also
published a ground-breaking study of the philosophy
of Simone Weil, entitled Simone Weil: The Just
Balance. Winch also published numerous essays on
issues in ethics, political philosophy and the
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philosophy of religion, and at his death was working
on a book manuscript on the problem of political
authority.
This volume is a unique contribution to the
philosophy of the social sciences, presenting the
results of cutting-edge philosophers' research
alongside critical discussions by practicing social
scientists. The book is motivated by the view that the
philosophy of the social sciences cannot ignore the
specific scientific practices according to which social
scientific work is being conducted, and that it will be
valuable only if it evolves in constant interaction with
theoretical developments in the social sciences. With
its unique format guaranteeing a genuine discussion
between philosophers and social scientists, this
thought-provoking volume extends the frontiers of
the field. It will appeal to all scholars and students
interested in the interplay between philosophy and
the social sciences.
Patrick Baert analyses the central perspectives in
the philosophy of social science, critically
investigating the work of Durkheim, Weber, Popper,
critical realism, critical theory, and Rorty's neopragmatism.
The philosophy of social sciences has become one
of the battlegrounds of contemporary theory and
analysis. At the core of the debate is the central
question about the objective capacity of a range of
disciplines not explicitly regarded as scientific. The
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philosophy of social science employs a rich and
complex approach to its object, an approach which
explores methodological, epistemological,
metaphysical an logical questions. How can such a
diverse approach attempt objectivity when faecd with
the complexity of what is studied, namely the social
world? What is the object of social scientific
investigation? The Objects of Social Sciendce
presents a clear and structured analysis of the
philosophy of social science across each of its main
disciplines: Antropology, Sociology, History,
Economics and Geography. It both identifies the
practical and theoretical procedures involved in the
identification of the object and, at the same time,
raises questions aout the very objectivity of these
procedures in analysing the object. The book will
prove invaluable to students across the social
sciences as a guide to the theories and
methodologies which underpin their disciplines.
Eleonora Montuschi teaches Philosophy os Social
Science at the London School of Economics and
Political Science, where she is Deputy Director,
Centre for Philosophy of Natural and Social
Sciences.
These eight essays converge on the themes of
intentionality, realism and theory choice in
philosophy and the social sciences.
- what is the relationship between the social
sciences and the natural sciences? - where do
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today's dominant approaches to doing social science
come from? - what are the main fissures and
debates in contemporary social scientific thought? how are we to make sense of seemingly contrasting
approaches to how social scientists find out about
the world and justify their claims to have knowledge
of it? In this exciting handbook, Ian Jarvie and Jesús
Zamora-Bonilla have put together a wide-ranging
and authoritative overview of the main philosophical
currents and traditions at work in the social sciences
today. Starting with the history of social scientific
thought, this handbook sets out to explore that core
fundamentals of social science practice, from issues
of ontology and epistemology to issues of practical
method. Along the way it investigates such notions
as paradigm, empiricism, postmodernism,
naturalism, language, agency, power, culture, and
causality. Bringing together in one volume leading
authorities in the field from around the world, this
book will be a must-have for any serious scholar or
student of the social sciences.
Includes section "Besprechungen" (later "Reviews")
1932-41.
Section headings: Philosophy -- Wandering Sages;
Anthropology; Social Philosophy; Education; History;
Philosophy of Social Psychology; Philosophy of Religion;
Philosophy of Law; Philosophy of Economics; Philosophy
of Science.
This ambitious critical history of the variety of disciplines
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we group together as the social sciences argues that the
defining characteristic of social science, both historically
and in the present, is ideology. Based originally on a
flawed ideal of science, the 'social sciences' have
incorporated and refined a set of assumptions about the
nature of state and society, assumptions which have
been institutionalized with the growth of modern
universities. The book is in three main parts. It deals
firstly with the history of certain key ides from the early
modern period (assessing thinkers from Hobbes and
Marx to Hegel, Weber, and Kuhn), before exploring the
institutional and social features which have shaped the
emergence of modern social science. Manicas goes on
to reveal the ideological component of mainstream social
science, concluding by suggesting and alternative realist
philosophy for the future. Rigorous in scholarship and
engaging in presentation, the book offers a brilliant
combination of wide-ranging historical scholarship and a
firm location in the current theoretical dilemmas of the
social sciences.
the first comprehensive anthology in the philosophy of
social science to appear since the late 1960s
The Blackwell Guide to the Philosophy of the Social
Sciences collects newly commissioned essays that
examine fundamental issues in the social sciences.
This accessible, comprehensive introduction is ideal for
use on undergraduate courses, examining key
conceptual and methodological questions, supplemented
by useful pedagogical features.
An accessible introduction to the latest developments
and debates in the philosophy of social science.
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This volume considers the problem of social pathology in
modern society, in terms of a breakdown of social
structure. The author gives a careful explanation of the
notion of social structure. Examples are drawn from
Marx, Lorenz, and post-war Great Britain, and Professor
Wisdom develops the idea that a common underlying
factor where social structures go badly wrong lies in the
breakdown of caste.
Published in the year 2004, Philosophy and the Social
Sciences is a valuable contribution to the field of
Sociology.
This volume examines the relationship between history,
philosophy, and social science, and contributors explore
questions concerning realism, ontology, causation,
explanation, and values in order to address the question
“what does a post-positivist social science look like?”
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