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Philosophical Hermeneutics Hans Georg Gadamer
This book engages and clarifies concepts crucial to Hans-Georg Gadamer's philosophical
hermeneutics, including the concepts of effective-history, tradition, dialogue, and language.
Festivals of Interpretation exhibits the universal scope of hermeneutics. The authors respond
to three questions often raised about Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics. Part One takes
up the question of how Gadamer understands truth. It discusses how hermeneutical truth
relates to methods, how truth may be thought to be historically conditioned without at the same
time being relative, and how a truthful interpretation can produce a new understanding while
simultaneously remaining faithful to the text. Part Two brings out the political, legal, and social
relevance of Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics by focusing on the role interpretation plays
in times of political crisis, of disputes in Constitutional law, of changing ideas of societal needs
such as health care, and of increased technological control of public opinion. The last question
often asked about Gadamer's work concerns its relation to poetry. Part Three treats the
challenge posed to philosophy by poetry in general and particularly by the poetry of Paul Celan
as well as questions raised recently by Jacques Derrida about different ways of thinking about
interpretation and text.
Hermeneutics between History and Philosophy collects together Gadamer's remaining
important untranslated writings on the problem of history and the major philosophical traditions
of the 20th century from the standpoint of hermeneutics. In these writings, Gadamer examines
important thinkers as Husserl, Heidegger, Sartre, Bourdieu and Habermas and their ongoing
legacies. This volume also includes a preface by the editors, who are also the translators,
presenting the structure of the volume, a substantial introductionsituating Gadamer's particular
project and examining the place of hermeneutics vis-a-vis the disciplines of history and
philosophy in the 20th century. The translation is followed by a glossary of German terms and
Greek and Latin expressions, as well as a bibliography of all the works cited and alluded to by
Gadamer.
Providing an account of Gadamer's hermeneutics, this book includes an exposition and
analysis of such key terms as 'fusion of horizons', 'effective historical consciousness' and 'the
logic of question and answer', as well as Gadamer's redefinition of such concepts as
'prejudice', 'authority' and 'tradition'.
Gadamer's Ethics of Play examines the ethical dimensions of understanding by focusing on the
concept of dialogical 'play' in Hans-Georg Gadamer's Truth and Method. The book is
accessible to an undergraduate audience, while also being relevant to ongoing debates among
Gadamer scholars.
These essays explore Hans-Georg Gadamer's writings on art and literature in English.
These autobiographical reflections by a major contemporary philosopher offer an enjoyable
and enlightening tour not only of his own intellectual development but of the rich and fruitful
collaboration of minds during a rich period in German cultural history. Hans-Georg Gadamer,
the author of Truth and Method, traces his "philosophical apprenticeships" with some of the
most important thinkers of the 20th century. Perhaps more than anyone else, Hans-Georg
Gadamer, who is Professor Emeritus at the University of Heidelberg, is the doyen of German
philosophy and the recognized chief theorist of hermeneutics. His book Reason in the Age of
Science (MIT Press paperback) is an ideal introduction to his thought and to the problems of
hermeneutics more generally. Philosophical Apprenticeships is included in the series Studies
in Contemporary German Social Thought, edited by Thomas McCarthy.
Late in his life, Hans-Georg Gadamer was asked to explain what the universal aspect of
hermeneutics consisted in, and he replied, enigmatically, "in the verbum interius." Gadamer
devoted a pivotal section of his magnum opus, Truth and Method, to this Augustinian concept,
and subsequently pointed to it as a kind of passkey to his thought. It remains, however, both in
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its origins and its interpretations, a mysterious concept. From out of its layered history, it
remains a provocation to thought, expressing something about the relation of language and
understanding that has yet to be fully worked out. The scholastic idea of a word that is fully
formed in the mind but not articulated served Augustine as an analogy for the procession of the
Trinity, and served Thomas Aquinas as an analogy for the procession between divine ideas
and human thought. Gadamer turned the analogy on its head by using the verbum interius to
explain the obscure relation between language and human understanding. His learned
interpretation of the idea of the inner word through Neoplatonism, Lutheranism, idealism, and
historicism may seem nearly as complex as the medieval source texts he consulted and
construed in his exegesis, but the profoundity of his insights are unquestioned. In unpacking
Gadamer's interpretive feat, John Arthos provides an overview of the philosophy of the logos
out of which the verbum interius emerged. He summarizes the development of the verbum in
ancient and medieval doctrine, traces its path through German thought, and explains its
relevance to modern hermeneutic theory. His work unfolds in two parts, as an expansive
intellectual history and as a close analysis and commentary on source texts on the inner word,
from Augustine to Gadamer. As such, this book serves as an indispensable guide and
reference for hermeneutics and the intellectual traditions out of which it arose, as well as an
original theoretical statement in its own right. "Consummately researched, lucidly written, and
persuasively argued throughout, The Inner Word succeeds brilliantly in bringing to light this
neglected but pivotal matter in Gadamer's work. Arthos is learned in the best 'humanist' way,
for he succeeds in creating something new of his own that will speak eloquently to all of us."
--Walter Jost, University of Virginia "Gadamer suggests that the Christian idea of incarnation is
a key to his hermeneutics, but does not explain his position in a detailed or systematic manner.
Arthos brings his considerable knowledge of hermeneutics and rhetoric to bear on Gadamer's
insight, recounting the rich intellectual history to which Gadamer gestures, and providing an
extended and detailed exegesis of this pivotal point in the third part of Truth and Method.
Gadamer's account of 'linguisticality,' Arthos explains, can best be understood through his use
of a complex metaphor--the 'inner word.' Arthos matches his erudition with clear and clean
prose, and his account exemplifies, rather than just describes, Gadamer's hermeneutical
philosophy. Any scholar interested in Gadamer's philosophy should have this book on his or
her shelf." --Francis J. Mootz III, William S. Boyd Professor of Law, William S. Boyd School of
Law "Arthos's strength lies for me in his careful reading of the sources. He effectively
commands the literature on the subject. This work shows in a sophisticated way the legacy of
trinitarian theology for philosophical hermeneutics. The very complex task of illuminating the
phenomenon of the verbum interius and indicating its centrality for philosophical hermeneutics
is accomplished by John Arthos with great sensitivity to the subject matter." --Andrzej
Wiercinski, The International Institute for Hermeneutics
Hans-Georg Gadamer is best known in the English-speaking world for his major work on
philosophical hermeneutics, Truth and Method, and his writings on Plato. Brice Wachterhauser
argues that only by viewing Gadamer's contribution to philosophy as an integrated whole, and
by reading Gadamer's hermeneutical studies in light of his Plato studies, are we able to avoid
certain key misunderstandings of Gadamer, as well as to comprehend more clearly the radical
implications of Gadamer's thought.
An exploration of the origins and implications of philosophical hermeneutics in the thought of
Martin Heidegger, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Wilhelm Dilthey, Edmund Husserl, Paul Ricoeur and
Owen Barfield with supplemental essays on Norman O. Brown and Richard Rorty.
This volume presents six lively conversations with Hans-Georg Gadamer (born 1900), one of
the twentieth century's master philosophers. Looking back over his life and thought, Gadamer
takes up key issues in his philosophy, addresses points of controversy, and replies to his
critics, including those who accuse him of having been in complicity with the Nazis. A genial
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and direct conversationalist, Gadamer is here captured at his best and most accessible. The
interviews took place between 1989 and 1996, and all but one appear in English for the first
time in this volume. The first three conversations, conducted by Heidelberg philosopher
Carsten Dutt, deal with hermeneutics, aesthetics, and practical philosophy and the question of
ethics. In a fourth conversation, with University of Heidelberg classics professor Glenn W.
Most, Gadamer argues for the vital importance of the Greeks for our contemporary thinking. In
the next, the philosopher reaffirms his connection with phenomenology and clarifies his relation
to Husserl and Heidegger in a conversation with London philosopher Alfons Grieder. In the
final interview, with German Nazi expert Dorte von Westernhagen, Gadamer describes his life
This book examines the distinctive contribution that the writings of Hans-Georg Gadamer make
to democratic theory. Walhof argues that Gadamer’s hermeneutical philosophy enlarges our
perspective by shifting our view away from individual citizens to what exists between citizens,
thereby allowing us to envision political realities that are otherwise hard to see. These realities
include the disclosure of truth in democratic politics; achieving common ground in democratic
dialogue, even amidst significant disagreement and diversity; the public and political nature of
the religious traditions that make claims on and shape citizens; and the solidarities that
connect us to each other and enable democratic action. The author argues that bringing these
dimensions to awareness enriches our theories of democracy and is particularly crucial in an
era of hyper-partisanship, accelerating inequality, and social conflicts involving racial, sexual,
and religious identities.
Truth and Method is a landmark work of 20th century thought which established Hans GeorgGadamer as one of the most important philosophical voices of the 20th Century. In this book,
Gadamer established the field of 'philosophical hermeneutics': exploring the nature of
knowledge, the book rejected traditional quasi-scientific approaches to establishing cultural
meaning that were prevalent after the war. In arguing the 'truth' and 'method' acted in
opposition to each other, Gadamer examined the ways in which historical and cultural
circumstance fundamentally influenced human understanding. It was an approach that would
become hugely influential in the humanities and social sciences and remains so to this day in
the work of Jurgen Habermas and many others.
Published in German during the last 15 years, the 13 essays in this volume provide readers
with valuable knowledge of the much discussed theme of hermeneutics today. Gadamer was
an early student of Martin Heidegger and has been a lifelong friend and interpreter. These
essays are an outgrowth of Gadamer's Truth and Method. They can be understood, however,
independently of it. Gadamer's standpoint is a blend of Hegel's and Heidegger's, with his own
independent development in part. The book contains a long and highly competent introduction
by the editor, David E. Linge, who has translated most of the essays. - Choice, on back cover.
"Providing a concise and accessible introduction to the work of the twentieth century's
celebrated German philosopher, Hans-Georg Gadamer, this book focuses on the aspects of
Gadamer's philosophy that have been the most influential among architects, educators in
architecture, and architectural theorists. Gadamer's philosophy of art gives a special place to
the activity of "play" as it occurs in artistic creation, in language, and in thinking. His ideas on
the function of symbols and meaning in art draw upon his teacher, Martin Heidegger, while
developing further the applicability of Heideggerian thinking. His theory of interpretation, or
"philosophical hermeneutics" offers profound ways to understand the influence of the past
upon the present, and to appropriate the past in ever new forms. Gadamer's sensitivity to the
way that theory arises out of practice and must maintain its relevance to practice gives his
thought a remarkable usefulness and applicability. For architects, architectural theorists,
architectural historians, and undergraduate and postgraduate students of architecture,
Gadamer's thinking opens a world of possibilities for understanding how building today can be
rich with human meaning, relating to architecture's history in an insightful manner that does not
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merely repeat nor merely repudiate that history"--

This collection of speeches and essays clarifies Gadamer's thoughts on the
power of language, the social role and influence of science, and the idea of
reason. He argues that the theoretical pursuit of truth is valuable for its own sake,
and devalued when pursued explicitly for practical purposes.
In this book, internationally recognized scholars in philosophical hermeneutics
discuss various aspects of language and linguisticality. The translations of HansGeorg Gadamer's two recent essays provoke a preliminary discussion on the
philosopher's polemic claim in Truth and Method--"Being that can be understood
is language." Topics addressed by the contributors include the relationship of
rituals to tradition and the immemorial; the unity of the word; conversation;
translation and conceptuality; and the interrelationship between the art of writing
and linguisticality. This work is of critical importance to anyone interested in
Gadamer's claims regarding the boundaries of language, the transition from the
prelinguistic to linguistic realms, and the role of rituals in this transition.
Mootz offers an antidote to the fragmentation of contemporary legal theory with a
collection of essays arguing that legal practice is a hermeneutical and rhetorical
event that can best be understood and theorized in those terms. This is not a
modern insight that wipes away centuries of dogmatic confusion; rather, Mootz
draws on insights as old as the Western tradition itself. However, the essays are
not antiquarian or merely descriptive, because hermeneutical and rhetorical
philosophy have undergone important changes over the millennia. To "return" to
hermeneutics and rhetoric as touchstones for law is to embrace dynamic
traditions that provide the resources for theorists who seek to foster persuasion
and understanding as an antidote to the emerging global order and the trend
toward bureaucratization in accordance with expert administration, violent
suppression, or both.
For the last twenty-five years, practitioners of what has come to be known as the
New Homiletic have attempted to discover a way through the -crisis- of preaching
to -new effectiveness-. However, New Homileticians continue to locate their
efforts in a representational view of language. This study analyzes and evaluates
current views of language and preaching and then juxtaposes them with views of
language and communication articulated by the contemporary German
philosopher Hans-Georg Gadamer. This revised homiletic moves beyond
constraints imposed by contemporary homiletical theory's language commitments
to a unique appropriation of conversation as a means of facilitating an experience
("Erfahrung") with the word."
Milton's Secrecy argues that the work of John Milton presents a theory of
interpretation - or hermeneutics - emphasizing openness and recognition over
hiddenness and discovery. The book draws on multiple early modern discourses
for its historical coherence, and on the philosophy of Hans-Georg Gadamer for its
theoretical validity.
"This book is a virtual case study in the application of hermeneutical principles to
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illuminate philosophical texts. The book contains translations of eight of
Gadamer's best known essays on Plato....These studies, spanning a period of
almost fifty years, are important not only for what they have to say concerning
Plato, but also for what they reveal about the development and insightfulness of
Gadamer's hermeneutical theory of interpretation....[He] aims at dialogue with
Plato and achieves it."-Jeremiah P. Conway, International Philosophical Quarterly
"A remarkable felicitous set of translations."-Martin Warner, Times Higher
Education Supplement "Gadamer is among the most eminent followers of
Heidegger and rather more accessible that most. It is therefore a service to have
these eight essays on Plato, dating from 1934 to 1974, translated competently
into English."-Choice "May be the best introduction to Gadamer yet published in
this country."-W.G. Regier, Modern Language Notes
A wide-ranging collection of philosophical essays in honor of Hans-Georg
Gadamer.
In these essays, appearing for the first time in English, Gadamer addresses practical
questions about recent politics in Europe, about education and university reform, and
about the role of poetry in the modern world. This book also includes a series of
interviews that the editors conducted in 1986. Gadamer elaborates on his experiences
in education and politics, touching on the collapse of the Weimar Republic, the early
Frankfurt School, Heidegger and the Nazis, university life in East Germany, and the
prospects for Europe in the coming years. Hans-Georg Gadamer was probably
Heidegger's leading interpreter in Germany, and in the 1950s and 1960s he became
the world's leading exponent of hermeneutics. His hermeneutical theory explains how it
is that ancient art and philosophy still speak to us today. His influential idea of the
"fusion of horizons" also shows how it is that we understand what is remote form our
own culture.
Philosophical Hermeneutics30th Anniversary EditionUniv of California Press
Argues that Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics merits a radical reappraisal.
'This volume presents carefully selected essays from Gadamer's Kleine Schriften. The
seven essays comprising Part 1 contain Gadamer's discussion of hermeneutical
reflection. Part 2 consists of six essays dealing with phenomenology, existential
philosophy, and philosophical hermeneutics.
Table of contents
Hans-Georg Gadamer is one of the leading philosophers in the world today. His
philosophical hermeneutics has had a major impact in a wide range of disciplines,
including the social sciences, literary criticism, theology and jurisprudence. Truth and
Method, his major work, is widely recognised to be one of the great classics of twentiethcentury thought. In this book Georgia Warnke provides a clear and systematic
exposition of Gadamer's work, as well as a balanced and thoughtful assessment of his
views. Warnke gives particular attention to the ways in which Gadamer's work has been
taken up and criticised by literary critics, social theorists and philosophers, such as
Hirsch, Habermas and Rorty. She thus provides an introduction to Gadamer which
demonstrates the relevance of his work to current debates in a variety of disciplines.
This book will be invaluable to students and specialists throughout the humanities and
social sciences, as well as to anyone who is interested in the most important
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developments in contemporary thought.
Hans-Georg Gadamer and Paul Ricoeur were two of the most important hermeneutical
philosophers of the twentieth century. Gadamer single-handedly revived hermeneutics
as a philosophical field with his many essays and his masterpiece, Truth and Method.
Ricoeur famously mediated the Gadamer-Habermas debate and advanced his own
hermeneutical philosophy through a number of books addressing social theory, religion,
psychoanalysis and political philosophy. This book brings Gadamer and Ricoeur into a
hermeneutical conversation with each other through some of their most important
commentators. Twelve leading scholars deliver contemporary assessments of the
history and promise of hermeneutical philosophy, providing focused discussion on the
work of these two key hermeneutical thinkers. The book shows how the horizons of
their thought at once support and question each other and how, in many ways, the work
of these two pioneering philosophers defines the issues and agendas for the new
century.

Hans-Georg Gadamer (b. 1900) is widely recognized as the leading exponent of
philosophical hermeneutics. The essays in this collection examine Gadamer's
biography, the core of hermeneutical theory, and the significance of his work for
ethics, aesthetics, the social sciences, and theology. There is full consideration of
Gadamer's appropriation of Hegel, Heidegger and the Greeks, as well as his
relation to modernity, critical theory and poststructuralism.
Philosopher Hans-Georg Gadamer has made major contributions to aesthetic
theory, Plato and Hegel studies, humanistic studies, and the philosophy of
history. A student of Martin Heidegger, Gadamer took up and developed a
number of central Heideggerian insights. He also had productive public debates
with contemporaries such as Emilio Betti and Jürgen Habermas. The shape of
contemporary hermeneutics is due almost entirely to Gadamer's influence, and
his magnum opus, Truth and Method, is considered one of the great
philosophical works of the twentieth century.This book is dedicated to Gadamer
in honor of his hundredth birthday, in 2000. The essays provide a measure of the
classical character of Gadamer's work by showing the breadth of engagement his
ideas have provoked. As in Gadamer's own life and work, dialogue and
conversation figure as important themes in all of the essays. While they
encompass a diversity of philosophical perspectives, interests, and styles, the
essays also suggest the ever-present possibility of dialogue across language and
tradition and of the formation of new modes of discourse and philosophizing.
The Gadamer Dictionary is a comprehensive and accessible guide to the world of
Hans-Georg Gadamer. Meticulously researched and extensively crossreferenced, this unique book covers all his major works, ideas and influences and
provides a firm grounding in the central themes of Gadamer's thought. Students
will discover a wealth of useful information, analysis and criticism. A-Z entries
include clear definitions of all the key terms used in Gadamer's writings and
detailed synopses of his key works, including his magnum opus, Truth and
Method. The Dictionary also includes entries on Gadamer's major philosophical
influences, from Plato to Heidegger, and his contemporaries, including Derrida
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and Habermas. It covers everything that is essential to a sound understanding of
Gadamer's 'philosophical hermeneutics', offering clear and accessible
explanations of often complex terminology. The Gadamer Dictionary is the ideal
resource for anyone reading or studying Gadamer or Modern European
Philosophy more generally.
Hans-Georg Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics - one of the seminal
philosophies of the 20th century - has had a profound influence on a wide array
of fields, including classical philology, theology, the philosophy of the social
sciences, literary theory, philosophy of law, critical social theory and the
philosophy of art. This collection expands on some of these areas and takes his
hermeneutics into yet new fields including narrative medicine, biotechnology, the
politics of memory, the philosophy of place and the non-verbal language of the
body. And, building on Gadamer's well-known discussions with Heidegger,
Habermas and Derrida, Inheriting Gadamer sets him in dialogue with Mahatma
Gandhi, Christine Korsgaard, Charles Mills and others. In these ways, the volume
holds fast to a Gadamerian virtue: cultivating our important philosophical
traditions while embracing the constant need to re-think their meaning in new
circumstances and in relation to new knowledge.
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