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Pax Romana War Peace And Conquest In The
Roman World
A vivid historical account of the social world of Rome as it moved from republic to
empire. In 49 B.C., the seven hundred fifth year since the founding of Rome, Julius
Caesar crossed a small border river called the Rubicon and plunged Rome into
cataclysmic civil war. Tom Holland’s enthralling account tells the story of Caesar’s
generation, witness to the twilight of the Republic and its bloody transformation into an
empire. From Cicero, Spartacus, and Brutus, to Cleopatra, Virgil, and Augustus, here
are some of the most legendary figures in history brought thrillingly to life. Combining
verve and freshness with scrupulous scholarship, Rubicon is not only an engrossing
history of this pivotal era but a uniquely resonant portrait of a great civilization in all its
extremes of self-sacrifice and rivalry, decadence and catastrophe, intrigue, war, and
world-shaking ambition.
AD 105: Dacia. Centurion Flavius Ferox commands an isolated fort beyond the
Danube. First in a new adventure trilogy set on the frontier of the Roman Empire.
During the decades following the English civil wars, British poets seeking to make
sense of lingering political instabilities turned to Virgil’s Georgics. This ancient poem
betrays deep ambivalences about war, political power, and empire, and such poets as
Andrew Marvell, John Dryden, and Anne Finch found in these attitudes valuable ways
of responding to the uncertainties of their own time. Composed during a period of brutal
conflict in Rome, Virgil’s agricultural poem distrusts easy stability, urging its readers to
understand that lasting peace must be sowed, tended, reaped, and replanted, year
after year. Like the ancient poet, who famously depicted a farmer’s scythe suddenly
recast as a sword, the poets discussed in Cultivating Peace imagine states of peace
and war to be fundamentally and materially linked. In distinct ways, they dismantle the
dream of the golden age renewed, proposing instead that peace must be sustained by
constant labor. Published by Bucknell University Press. Distributed worldwide by
Rutgers University Press.
A definitive history of the great commanders of ancient Rome, from bestselling author
Adrian Goldsworthy. “In his elegantly accessible style, Goldsworthy offers gripping and
swiftly erudite accounts of Roman wars and the great captains who fought them. His
heroes are never flavorless and generic, but magnificently Roman. And it is especially
Goldsworthy's vision of commanders deftly surfing the giant, irresistible waves of
Roman military tradition, while navigating the floating logs, reefs, and treacherous
sandbanks of Roman civilian politics, that makes the book indispensable not only to
those interested in Rome and her battles, but to anyone who finds it astounding that
military men, at once driven and imperiled by the odd and idiosyncratic ways of their
societies, can accomplish great deeds.” —J. E. Lendon, author of Soldiers and Ghosts:
A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity
This book examines the language and the ideology of the Pax Romana, the Pax
Britannica and the Pax Americana within the broader contexts of 'hegemony' and
'empire'. It addresses three main themes: a conceptual examination of the way in which
hegemony has been justified; a linguistic study of how the notion of pax (usually
translated as peace) has been used in ancient and modern times; and a study of the
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international orders created by Rome and Britain. Using an historiographical approach,
the book draws upon texts from Greco-Roman antiquity, and sources from the
nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first centuries to show how the pax ideology has
served as a justification for hegemonic foreign policy, and as an intellectual exercise in
power projection. From Tacitus' condemnation of what he described as 'creating a
wilderness and calling it peace', to debates about the establishment of a Pax
Americana in post-Saddam Hussein's Iraq, the book shows not only how the governing
elite in each of the three hegemonic orders prescribed to a loose interpretation of the
pax ideology, but also how their internal disagreements and different conceptualisations
of pax have affected the process of 'empire-building'. This book will be of interest to
students of international history, empire, and International Relations in general.
'The best biography of the Second Reich in years ... It will undoubtedly become the
essential account of this vitally important part of European history' Andrew Roberts
Before 1871, Germany was not a nation but an idea. Its founder, Otto von Bismarck,
had a formidable task at hand. How would he bring thirty-nine individual states under
the yoke of a single Kaiser, convincing proud Prussians, Bavarians and Rhinelanders to
become Germans? Once united, could the young European nation wield enough power
to rival the empires of Britain and France – all without destroying itself in the process?
In a unique study of five decades that changed the course of modern history, Katja
Hoyer tells the story of the German Empire from its violent beginnings to its calamitous
defeat in the First World War. It is a dramatic tale of national self-discovery, social
upheaval and realpolitik that ended, as it started, in blood and iron.
Modern theorists and their ideas on war and peace are here presented, interpreted, and
evaluated with scholarship and clarity of expression. In examining the main currents in
modern social theory, the author has gone directly to the works of the leading
philosophic figures. This book is a carefully documented analysis based on primary
sources. Its republication in an expanded version after more than a half century since
its initial appearance is a welcome addition to the literature on conflict and conflict
resolution. In this 2007 greatly expanded third edition of The Idea of War and Peace,
Irving Louis Horowitz provides a sense of substance to the character of Western
Civilization. The book permits the reader to better understand what the "clash of
civilizations" is about. It provides a broad outline of both European and American
twentieth century social philosophies as they relate to the issue of war and peace. It
also offers a new concluding section that explores in depth this same theme in the first
decade of the twenty-first century. Such major figures as Bertrand Russell, John
Dewey, Jacques Maritain, Albert Einstein, and Vladimir Lenin, reviewed in earlier
editions, are now joined by examinations of the work of Raymond Aron, Harold D.
Lasswell, and other contemporaries. The Idea of War and Peace is not just one more
manual of how to conduct or avoid conflict, and even less, a guideline to policy-making.
Instead, the work offers a profound sense of the theories and values that underline
manuals and guides. This third edition is graced by a consideration of major figures in
the second half of the twentieth century and a retrospective on the work of Niccolo
Machiavelli on the nature of warfare. It also includes chapters on the relationship of
war, peace, and the democratic order--and a postscript on new forms of state power
and terrorism. This new edition links past and present and serves as an analytical
bridge between cen
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Young Titus Porcinianus Pullus has survived his first campaign, following in the
footsteps of not only his father but his illustrious namesake, Titus Pullus. His
achievements come to the notice of his Primus Pilus and he is promoted into the First
Cohort as a result of his actions. However, as he is about to discover, the "Pax
Romana" created by the first Emperor, Caesar Augustus is still fraught with peril and
mortal danger. In this new era of peace, as Titus discovers, the direst threat to his
safety and career comes from within as well as without. Forced into unwilling
cooperation by his Primus Pilus, Titus must tread a careful path, fighting for his life, all
while being on the front line in a newly conquered province that has yet to accept this
new Pax Romana. Marching With Caesar-Pax Romana is Volume X of the critically
acclaimed, international bestselling Marching With Caesar series, featuring Titus Pullus.
The leading ancient world historian and author of Caesar presents “an engrossing account of
how the Roman Empire grew and operated” (Kirkus). Renowned for his biographies of Julius
Caesar and Augustus, Adrian Goldsworthy turns his attention to the Roman Empire as a whole
during its height in the first and second centuries AD. Though this time is known as the Roman
Peace, or Pax Romana, the Romans were fierce imperialists who took by force vast lands
stretching from the Euphrates to the Atlantic coast. The Romans ruthlessly won peace not
through coexistence but through dominance; millions died and were enslaved during the
creation of their empire. Pax Romana examines how the Romans came to control so much of
the world and asks whether traditionally favorable images of the Roman peace are true.
Goldsworthy vividly recounts the rebellions of the conquered, examining why they broke out,
why most failed, and how they became exceedingly rare. He reveals that hostility was just one
reaction to the arrival of Rome and that from the outset, conquered peoples collaborated,
formed alliances, and joined invaders, causing resistance movements to fade away.
The Eternal Decline and Fall of Rome tells the story of 2200 years of the use and misuse of the
idea of Roman decline by ambitious politicians, authors, and autocrats as well as the people
scapegoated and victimized in the name of Roman renewal. It focuses on the long history of a
way of describing change that might seem innocuous, but which has cost countless people
their lives, liberty, or property across two millennia.
The epic story of one of the most famous love affairs in history, by the bestselling author of
Caesar. ***** The monumental love affair between Antony and Cleopatra has been depicted in
countless novels, plays and films. As one of the three men in control of the Roman Empire,
Antony was perhaps the most powerful man of his day. And Cleopatra, who had already been
Julius Caesar's lover, was the beautiful queen of Egypt, Rome's most important province. The
clash of cultures, the power politics, and the personal passion have proven irresistible to
storytellers. But in the course of this storytelling dozens of myths have grown up. The popular
image of Cleopatra in ancient Egyptian costume is a fallacy; she was actually Greek. Despite
her local dominance in Egypt, her real power came from her ability to forge strong personal
allegiances with the most important men in Rome. Likewise, Mark Antony was not the bluff
soldier of legend, brought low by his love for an exotic woman - he was first and foremost a
politician, and never allowed Cleopatra to dictate policy to him. In this history, based
exclusively on ancient sources and archaeological evidence, Adrian Goldsworthy gives us the
facts behind this famous couple and dispels many myths. 'Excellent' Tom Holland 'Refreshingly
frank' Mary Beard
This detailed examination of the way in which the Roman army operated during a war and how
it fought a battle breaks away from existing studies, which mostly concentrate on the army in
peacetime, and attempts to understand the army as an institution whose ultimate purpose was
to wage war. Adrian Goldsworthy explores the influence of the Roman army's organization on
its behaviour during a campaign, emphasizing its great flexibility in comparison to most of its
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opponents. He considers the factors determining the result of a conflict and proposes, contrary
to orthodox opinion, that the Roman army was able to adapt successfully to any type of
warfare. Following the technique pioneered by John Keegan in The Face of Battle (1976), Dr
Goldsworthy builds up a precise picture of what happened during battle: tactics employed,
weaponry, leadership, behaviour of individuals as well as groups of soldiers, and, of utmost
importance, morale.
One global leadership challenge is managing the complexity of the political and economic
climate of a society. As the global environment changes, it is essential for global leaders to
adapt and develop flexible strategies for resolving conflicts and achieving peace. Global
Leadership Initiatives for Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding provides emerging research on
a leader’s role in the international, national, and nongovernmental organization within postconflict resolution and peaceful leadership. While highlighting topics, such as civil society
organizations, leadership education, and social reconstruction, this book explores leadership
theories and practice models to conceptualize the intersection of leadership within conflict
management and resolution. This book is an important resource for leaders, scholarpractitioners, educators, and researchers seeking current research on the strategic and
diplomatic methods of a peaceful global organization.
Gripping, authentic novel set in Roman Britain from bestselling historian, Adrian Goldsworthy.
AD 98: VINDOLANDA. A FORT ON THE EDGE OF THE ROMAN WORLD. The bustling army
base at Vindolanda lies on the northern frontier of Britannia and the entire Roman world. In just
over twenty years time, the Emperor Hadrian will build his famous wall. But for now defences
are weak as tribes rebel against Rome, and local druids preach the fiery destruction of the
invaders. It falls to Flavius Ferox, Briton and Roman centurion, to keep the peace. But it will
take more than just a soldier's courage to survive life in Roman Britain. This is a hugely
authentic historical novel, written by one of Britain's leading historians. 'A thrilling and
engrossing novel' HARRY SIDEBOTTOM.
Perhaps in defiance of expectations, Roman peace (pax) was a difficult concept that resisted
any straightforward definition: not merely denoting the absence or aftermath of war, it
consisted of many layers and associations and formed part of a much greater discourse on the
nature of power and how Rome saw her place in the world. During the period from 50 BC to
AD 75 - covering the collapse of the Republic, the subsequent civil wars, and the dawn of the
Principate-the traditional meaning and language of peace came under extreme pressure as
pax was co-opted to serve different strands of political discourse. This volume argues for its
fundamental centrality in understanding the changing dynamics of the state and the creation of
a new political system in the Roman Empire, moving from the debates over the content of the
concept in the dying Republic to discussion of its deployment in the legitimization of the
Augustan regime, first through the creation of an authorized version controlled by the princeps
and then the ultimate crystallization of the pax augusta as the first wholly imperial concept of
peace. Examining the nuances in the various meanings, applications, and contexts of Roman
discourse on peace allows us valuable insight into the ways in which the dynamics of power
were understood and how these were contingent on the political structures of the day.
However it also demonstrates that although the idea of peace came to dominate imperial
Rome's self-representation, such discourse was nevertheless only part of a wider discussion
on the way in which the Empire conceptualized itself.
Located at the far-flung and wild edge of the Roman Empire, Hadrian's Wall was the mighty
physical frontier constructed by Emperor Hadrian in the 120s AD. Vast in size and stretching
from the east to the west cost of the province of Britannia, it took ten years and thousands of
hands to build the 73 miles of wall and its impressive forts. Perhaps the greatest physical
reminder and monument of Roman Britain, the remnants of the wall are still visible on the
uplands of Cumbria and Northumberland to this day and it is one of the most visited heritage
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sites in the country. Adrian Goldsworthy considers why and how the Vallum Aelium was built
and discusses the fascinating history, afterlife and archaeology of this unique ancient
monument. The Landmark Library is a testament to the achievements of mankind from the late
stone age to the present day. Each volume is handsomely illustrated with 25,000 words
devoted to a crucial theme in the history of civilization.

The authoritative biography of the ancient Roman general and loyal deputy to
Emperor Augustus by the acclaimed historian and author of Augustus at War.
When Gaius Octavius became the first emperor of Rome, Marcus Agrippa was
by his side. As the emperor’s loyal deputy, he waged wars, pacified provinces,
beautified Rome, and played a crucial role in establishing the Pax Romana—but
he always served knowing that he would never rule in his own name. Why he did
so, and never grasped power for himself, has perplexed historians for centuries.
In this authoritative biography, historian Lindsay Powell offers a penetrating new
assessment of Agrippa’s life and achievements. Following Caesar’s
assassination, Agrippa was instrumental in asserting the rights of his friend Gaius
Octavius as the dictator’s heir, seeing him crowned Emperor Augustus. Agrippa
then established a reputation as a bold admiral, defeating Marcus Antonius and
Queen Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium, and ending bloody rebellions in the
Cimmerian Bosporus, Gaul, Hispania, and Illyricum. Agrippa was also an
influential statesman and architect. He established the vital road network that
turned Julius Caesar’s conquests into viable provinces, overhauled Rome’s
drains and aqueducts, and built the original Pantheon. Marrying Augustus’s
daughter, Julia the Elder, Agrippa became co-ruler of the Roman Empire until his
death in 12 BC. His bloodline lived on in the imperial family, through Agrippina
the Elder, his grandson Caligula, and great-grandson Nero.
Sunday Times Top 10 Bestseller Shortlisted for a British Book Industry Book of
the Year Award 2016 The new series Ultimate Rome: Empire Without Limit is on
BBC2 now Ancient Rome matters. Its history of empire, conquest, cruelty and
excess is something against which we still judge ourselves. Its myths and stories
- from Romulus and Remus to the Rape of Lucretia - still strike a chord with us.
And its debates about citizenship, security and the rights of the individual still
influence our own debates on civil liberty today. SPQR is a new look at Roman
history from one of the world's foremost classicists. It explores not only how
Rome grew from an insignificant village in central Italy to a power that controlled
territory from Spain to Syria, but also how the Romans thought about themselves
and their achievements, and why they are still important to us. Covering 1,000
years of history, and casting fresh light on the basics of Roman culture from
slavery to running water, as well as exploring democracy, migration, religious
controversy, social mobility and exploitation in the larger context of the empire,
this is a definitive history of ancient Rome. SPQR is the Romans' own
abbreviation for their state: Senatus Populusque Romanus, 'the Senate and
People of Rome'.
A three-thousand year history of the world that examines the causes of war and
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the search for peace In three thousand years of history, China has spent at least
eleven centuries at war. The Roman Empire was in conflict during at least 50 per
cent of its lifetime. Since 1776, the United States has spent over one hundred
years at war. The dream of peace has been universal in the history of humanity.
So why have we so rarely been able to achieve it? In A Political History of the
World, Jonathan Holslag has produced a sweeping history of the world, from the
Iron Age to the present, that investigates the causes of conflict between empires,
nations and peoples and the attempts at diplomacy and cosmopolitanism. A birdseye view of three thousand years of history, the book illuminates the forces
shaping world politics from Ancient Egypt to the Han Dynasty, the Pax Romana
to the rise of Islam, the Peace of Westphalia to the creation of the United
Nations. This truly global approach enables Holslag to search for patterns across
different eras and regions, and explore larger questions about war, diplomacy,
and power. Has trade fostered peace? What are the limits of diplomacy? How
does environmental change affect stability? Is war a universal sin of power? At a
time when the threat of nuclear war looms again, this is a much-needed history
intended for students of international politics, and anyone looking for a
background on current events.
Combining the latest archaeological discoveries with modern-day
reconstructions, this book (written by a leading expert, the author of 'Chronicle of
the Roman Republic', 'The Enemies of Rome', 'The Sons of Caesar' and 'Ancient
Rome on Five Denarii a Day') provides a vivid picture of what it meant to be a
Roman Legionary. How to be accepted into the legions and which legion is for
you; What to wear - and what not to wear - while on campaign; Who's Who in the
Roman army, and how to tell a Berber from a Pict: How to wield a gladius and fire
a catapult; How to storm a city and survive; How to act when Rome is honouring
your legion with a triumph. "A very interesting, original and well structured work
for anyone who enjoys Roman military themes ... a fun and easy read" - Ancient
Warfare
Pax RomanaWar, Peace and Conquest in the Roman WorldHachette UK
'Masterly' - Robert Harris, author of Imperium 'Essential reading for anyone
interested in Ancient Rome' Independent ***** Caesar Augustus schemed and
fought his way to absolute power. He became Rome's first emperor and ruled for
forty-four years before dying peacefully in his bed. The system he created would
endure for centuries. Yet, despite his exceptional success, he is a difficult man to
pin down, and far less well-known than his great-uncle, Julius Caesar. His story
is not always edifying: he murdered his opponents, exiled his daughter when she
failed to conform and freely made and broke alliances as he climbed ever higher.
However, the peace and stability he fostered were real, and under his rule the
empire prospered. Adrian Goldsworthy examines the ancient sources to
understand the man and his times.
From an award-winning historian of ancient Rome, the definitive history of
Rome's most devastating defeatAugust 2, 216 BC was one of history's bloodiest
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single days of fighting. On a narrow plain near the Southern Italian town of
Cannae, despite outnumbering their opponents almost two to one, a massive
Roman army was crushed by the heterogeneous forces of Hannibal, the
Carthaginian general who had spectacularly crossed the Alps into Italy two years
earlier. The scale of the losses at Cannae -- 50,000 Roman men killed -- was
unrivaled until the industrialized slaughter of the First World War. Although the
Romans eventually recovered and Carthage lost the war, the Battle of Cannae
became Romans' point of reference for all later military catastrophes. Ever since,
military commanders confronting a superior force have attempted, and usually
failed, to reproduce Hannibal's tactics and their overwhelming success.In
Cannae, the celebrated historian Adrian Goldsworthy offers a concise and
enthralling history of one of the most famous battles ever waged, setting Cannae
within the larger contexts of the Second Punic War and the nature of warfare in
the third century BC. It is a gripping read for historians, strategists, and anyone
curious about warfare in antiquity and Rome's rise to power.
The Pax Romana is famous for having provided a remarkable period of peace
and stability, rarely seen before or since. Yet the Romans were first and foremost
conquerors, imperialists who took by force a vast empire stretching from the
Euphrates in the east to the Atlantic coast in the west. Their peace meant Roman
victory and was brought about by strength and dominance rather than coexistence with neighbours. The Romans were aggressive and ruthless, and
during the creation of their empire millions died or were enslaved. But the Pax
Romana was real, not merely the boast of emperors, and some of the regions in
the Empire have never again lived for so many generations free from major wars.
So what exactly was the Pax Romana and what did it mean for the people who
found themselves brought under Roman rule? Acclaimed historian Adrian
Goldsworthy tells the story of the creation of the Empire, revealing how and why
the Romans came to control so much of the world and asking whether the
favourable image of the Roman peace is a true one. He chronicles the many
rebellions by the conquered, and describes why these broke out and why most
failed. At the same time, he explains that hostility was only one reaction to the
arrival of Rome, and from the start there was alliance, collaboration and even
enthusiasm for joining the invaders, all of which increased as resistance
movements faded away. A ground-breaking and comprehensive history of the
Roman Peace, Pax Romana takes the reader on a journey from the bloody
conquests of an aggressive Republic through the age of Caesar and Augustus to
the golden age of peace and prosperity under diligent emperors like Marcus
Aurelius, offering a balanced and nuanced reappraisal of life in the Roman
Empire.
An important work on the developing confidence of British literature in the eighteenthcentury.
From an award-winning historian of ancient Rome, a concise and comprehensive
history of the fighting forces that created the Roman Empire Roman warfare was
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relentless in its pursuit of victory. A ruthless approach to combat played a major part in
Rome's history, creating an empire that eventually included much of Europe, the Near
East and North Africa. What distinguished the Roman army from its opponents was the
uncompromising and total destruction of its enemies. Yet this ferocity was combined
with a genius for absorbing conquered peoples, creating one of the most enduring
empires ever known. In Roman Warfare, celebrated historian Adrian Goldsworthy
traces the history of Roman warfare from 753 BC, the traditional date of the founding of
Rome by Romulus, to the eventual decline and fall of Roman Empire and attempts to
recover Rome and Italy from the "barbarians" in the sixth century AD. It is the
indispensable history of the most professional fighting force in ancient history, an army
that created an Empire and changed the world.
Examines the decline of the Roman Empire, from the second to the sixth century, and
how internal conflicts and the personal ambitions of its rulers brought about its eventual
downfall.
How providential, it is often argued, that Christianity began under the pax Romano, an
unprecedented time of peace throughout the world! At what other time could the gospel
have spread so quickly? Certainly the pax Romana was a time of peace, prosperity and
justice for some - yet for others, the majority, it was a time of oppression, misery and
suffering under the tyrant's whim. This latter dimension is not often brought out, so this
new book plays an important role in redressing the balance. In it, Professor Wengst
brings out what it was really like to live in the Roman empire. He is not so much
concerned to offer a 'balanced' account as to show what it felt like from below, its effect
on the nameless multitudes of whose immeasurable tears and sufferings, hopes and
fears there is only indirect evidence. This serves as a prelude to a discussion of the
experiences which Jesus and the early Christians had of Roman rule and the way in
which they reacted to it. There is no mistaking the fact that the results of the study are
not just a piece of past history, but are extraordinarily relevant to the modern world.
An investigation of the America-Rome analogy that goes deeper than the facile
comparisons made on talk shows and in glossy magazine articles. America's post–Cold
War strategic dominance and its pre-recession affluence inspired pundits to make
celebratory comparisons to ancient Rome at its most powerful. Now, with America no
longer perceived as invulnerable, engaged in protracted fighting in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and suffering the worst economic downturn since the Great Depression,
comparisons are to the bloated, decadent, ineffectual later Empire. In Why America Is
Not a New Rome, Vaclav Smil looks at these comparisons in detail, going deeper than
the facile analogy-making of talk shows and glossy magazine articles. He finds
profound differences. Smil, a scientist and a lifelong student of Roman history, focuses
on several fundamental concerns: the very meaning of empire; the actual extent and
nature of Roman and American power; the role of knowledge and innovation; and
demographic and economic basics—population dynamics, illness, death, wealth, and
misery. America is not a latter-day Rome, Smil finds, and we need to understand this in
order to look ahead without the burden of counterproductive analogies. Superficial
similarities do not imply long-term political, demographic, or economic outcomes
identical to Rome's.
This is a major study of the ideas and practices involved in the making and breaking of
peace treaties and truces from Classical Greece to the time of the Crusades. Leading
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specialists on war and peace in ancient and medieval history examine the creation of
peace agreements, and explore the extent to which their terms could be manipulated to
serve the interests of one side at the other's expense. The chapters discuss a wide
range of uses to which treaties and other peace agreements were put by rulers and
military commanders in pursuit of both individual and collective political aims. The book
also considers the wider implications of these issues for our understanding of the
nature of war and peace in the ancient and medieval periods. This broad-ranging
account includes chapters on ancient Persia, the Roman and Byzantine Empires, AngloSaxon England and the Vikings.
A sweeping narrative of the decline and fall of the Roman Empire. The Fall of the
Roman Empire has been a best-selling subject since the 18th century. Since then, over
200 very diverse reasons have been advocated for the collapse of the western half of
the Roman Empire. Until very recently, the academic view embarrassedly downplayed
the violence and destruction, in an attempt to provide a more urbane account of late
antiquity: barbarian invasions were mistakenly described as the movement of peoples.
It was all painfully tame and civilised. But now Adrian Goldsworthy comes forward with
his trademark combination of clear narrative, common sense, and a thorough mastery
of the sources. In telling the story from start to finish, he rescues the era from the
diffident and mealy-mouthed: this is a red-blooded account of aggressive barbarian
attacks, palace coups, scheming courtiers and corrupt emperors who set the bar for
excess. It is 'old fashioned history' in the best sense: an accessible narrative with
colourful characters whose story reveals the true reasons for the fall of Rome.
A groundbreaking and comprehensive history of the Roman Peace from one of the
leading historians of the ancient world

The quality of life for ordinary Roman citizens at the height of the Roman Empire
probably was better than that of any other large group of people living before the
Industrial Revolution. The Roman Market Economy uses the tools of modern
economics to show how trade, markets, and the Pax Romana were critical to
ancient Rome's prosperity. Peter Temin, one of the world's foremost economic
historians, argues that markets dominated the Roman economy. He traces how
the Pax Romana encouraged trade around the Mediterranean, and how Roman
law promoted commerce and banking. Temin shows that a reasonably vibrant
market for wheat extended throughout the empire, and suggests that the
Antonine Plague may have been responsible for turning the stable prices of the
early empire into the persistent inflation of the late. He vividly describes how
various markets operated in Roman times, from commodities and slaves to the
buying and selling of land. Applying modern methods for evaluating economic
growth to data culled from historical sources, Temin argues that Roman Italy in
the second century was as prosperous as the Dutch Republic in its golden age of
the seventeenth century. The Roman Market Economy reveals how economics
can help us understand how the Roman Empire could have ruled seventy million
people and endured for centuries.
The struggle between Rome and Carthage in the Punic Wars was arguably the
greatest and most desperate conflict of antiquity. The forces involved and the
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casualties suffered by both sides were far greater than in any wars fought before
the modern era, while the eventual outcome had far-reaching consequences for
the history of the Western World, namely the ascendancy of Rome. An epic of
war and battle, this is also the story of famous generals and leaders: Hannibal,
Fabius Maximus, Scipio Africanus, and his grandson Scipio Aemilianus, who
would finally bring down the walls of Carthage.
Attila, king of the Huns, is a name universally known even 1,500 years after his
death. His meteoric rise and legendary career of conquest left a trail of destroyed
cities across the Roman Empire. At its height, his vast domain commanded more
territory than the Romans themselves, and those he threatened with attack sent
desperate embassies loaded with rich tributes to purchase a tenuous peace. Yet
as quickly he appeared, Attila and his empire vanished with startling rapidity. His
two decades of terror, however, had left an indelible mark upon the pages of
European history. Priscus was a late Roman historian who had the ill luck to be
born during a time when Roman political and military fortunes had reached a
nadir. An eye-witness to many of the events he records, Priscus's history is a
sequence of intrigues, assassinations, betrayals, military disasters, barbarian
incursions, enslaved Romans and sacked cities. Perhaps because of its gloomy
subject matter, the History of Priscus was not preserved in its entirety. What
remains of the work consists of scattered fragments culled from a variety of later
sources. Yet, from these fragments emerge the most detailed and insightful firsthand account of the decline of the Roman Empire, and nearly all of the
information about Attila’s life and exploits that has come down to us from
antiquity. Translated by classics scholar Professor John Given of East Carolina
University, this new translation of the Fragmentary History of Priscus arranges
the fragments in chronological order, complete with intervening historical
commentary to preserve the narrative flow. It represents the first translation of
this important historical source that is easily approachable for both students and
general readers.
Philip and Alexander of Macedon transformed a weak kingdom in northern
Greece into a globe-spanning empire. In so doing, they changed the course of
history. By the end of his short life, Alexander the Great had eclipsed the power
of Persia, crossed the Hindu Kush and marched into what is now Pakistan,
redrawing the map of the ancient world to create an empire that stretched from
the Adriatic Sea to the Indian subcontinent. But his success was not just the
product of his own genius and restless energy, it was built on decades of effort by
his father. History has portrayed Philip II of Macedon as an old man, one-eyed
and limping, whose convenient assassination allowed Alexander the Great to
come to power. However, there was far more to him than this. Through decades
of hard fighting and clever diplomacy, Philip unified his country and conquered
Greece. His son inherited all of this at the perfect moment and age for him to
chance his luck and win greater glory. Between them, Philip and Alexander
played a key role in spreading Greek language and culture over a vast area, the
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consequences of which were many and profound, for it led to the New Testament
being written in Greek, and a Greek-speaking 'Roman' empire surviving in the
eastern Mediterranean for a thousand years after the last emperor to rule from
Italy. As authoritative as it is accessible, Philip and Alexander is the latest in a
much-praised sequence of essential ancient histories from Adrian Goldsworthy; it
is the work of a master historian at the peak of his powers.
A penetrating assessment of Augustus as ancient Rome’s military commander-inchief. The words Pax Augusta—or Pax Romana—evoke a period of uninterrupted
peace across the vast Roman Empire. Lindsay Powell exposes this as a fallacy.
Almost every year between 31 BC and AD 14 the Roman Army was in action
somewhere, either fighting enemies beyond the frontier in punitive raids or for
outright conquest; or suppressing banditry or rebellions within the borders.
Remarkably, over the same period, Augustus succeeded in nearly doubling the
size of the Empire. How did this second-rate field commander, known to become
physically ill before and during battle, achieve such extraordinary success? Did
he, in fact, have a grand strategy? Powell reveals Augustus as a brilliant
strategist and manager of war. As commander-in-chief (imperator) he made
changes to the political and military institutions to keep the empire together, and
to hold on to power himself. His genius was to build a team of loyal but semiautonomous deputies (legati) to ensure internal security and to fight his wars for
him, while claiming their achievements as his own. The book profiles more than
90 of these men, as well as the military units under their command, and the
campaigns they fought. The book is lavishly illustrated with 23 maps, 42 color
plates, 13 black-and-white figures and five order of battle schematics. With a
foreword by Karl Galinsky, this book breaks new ground in explaining the
extraordinary achievement of Caesar Augustus.
This volume focuses on the changing relationship between warfare and the
Roman citizenry; from the Republic, when war was at the heart of Roman life,
through to the Principate, when it was confined to professional soldiers, and to
the Late Empire and the Roman army's eventual failure.
The story of one of the most brilliant, flamboyant and historically important men
who ever lived. 'A superb achievement' LITERARY REVIEW 'Combines
scholarship with storytelling to bring the ancient world to life: in his masterly new
CAESAR he shows us the greatest Roman as man, statesman, soldier and lover'
Simon Sebag Montefiore 'Magnificent' DAILY TELEGRAPH From the very
beginning, Caesar's story makes dazzling reading. In his late teens he narrowly
avoided execution for opposing the military dictator Sulla. He was decorated for
valour in battle, captured and held to ransom by pirates, and almost bankrupted
himself by staging games for the masses. As a politician, he quickly gained a
reputation as a dangerously ambitious maverick. By his early 30s he had risen to
the position of Consul, and was already beginning to dominate the Senate. His
affairs with noblewomen were both frequent and scandalous. His greatest skill,
outside the bedroom, was as a military commander. In a string of spectacular
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victories he conquered all of Gaul, invaded Germany, and twice landed in Britain
- an achievement which in 55BC was greeted with a public euphoria comparable
to that generated by the moon landing in 1969. In just thirty years he had risen
from a position of virtual obscurity to become one of the richest men in the world,
with the power single-handedly to overthrow the Republic. By his death he was
effectively emperor of most of the known world.
'This is a wonderful, surging narrative - a brilliant and meticulous synthesis of the
ancient sources . . . This is a story that should be read by anyone interested in
history, politics or human nature - and it has never been better told' - Boris
Johnson, Mail on Sunday Rome was first ruled by kings, then became a republic.
But in the end, after conquering the world, the Republic collapsed. Rome was
drowned in blood. So terrible were the civil wars that the Roman people finally
came to welcome the rule of an autocrat who could give them peace. 'Augustus,'
their new master called himself: 'The Divinely Favoured One'. The lurid glamour
of the dynasty founded by Augustus has never faded. No other family can
compare for sheer unsettling fascination with its gallery of leading characters.
Tiberius, the great general who ended up a bitter recluse, notorious for his
perversions; Caligula, the master of cruelty and humiliation who rode his chariot
across the sea; Agrippina, the mother of Nero, manoeuvering to bring to power
the son who would end up having her murdered; Nero himself, racing in the
Olympics, marrying a eunuch, and building a pleasure palace over the fire-gutted
centre of his capital. Now, in the sequel to Rubicon, Tom Holland gives a
dazzling portrait of Rome's first imperial dynasty. Dynasty traces the full
astonishing story of its rule of the world: both the brilliance of its allure, and the
blood-steeped shadows cast by its crimes. Ranging from the great capital rebuilt
in marble by Augustus to the dank and barbarian-haunted forests of Germany, it
is populated by a spectacular cast: murderers and metrosexuals, adulterers and
druids, scheming grandmothers and reluctant gladiators. Dynasty is the portrait of
a family that transformed and stupefied Rome.
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